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PREFACE^ 



The work now presented to the piftHc will, it is believed^ 
supply an important desideratum in our history. The rela- 
tions in which the several aborig;inal nations, whose remnants* 
are now within the limits of the United States, stood to the 
European discoverers of this continent;. to the governments 
founded by the powers of which those discoveries were sub- 
jects; and to the government resulting from the war of Inde- 
pendence; are obvious and primary objects of attention in all 
investigations on the extensive subject of Indian affairs. With- 
out constant reference to these topics, neither the legislator 
who desires that the policy of the federal government towards 
the Indians should be wise and equitable, nor the historical in- 
quii-er whose object is the ascertainment •f truth, can reason- 
ably expect success. 

The first point in the Indian relations to which we have ad- 
verted, is, perhaps, sufficiently illustrated by the discussions^ 
legislative and judicial, to which recent events in our country 
have given rise. To the proper understanding of the two 
other points,, the present publication will be found to contri- 
bute in no small degree. 

No pains have been spared to collect the several laws of the 
colonial legislatures, the states and the federal government, in 
. religion to the Indians^ but, of course, from the nature of the 
undertaking, the result has not been in every instance satis- 
factory. The acts of Massachusetts given in this volume, em- 
brace a period of one hundred and ninety- six years, from 1633 
to 183^9; those of Connecticut, one hundred and forty-nine 
years, from l67SJtol821; those of Rhode Island, one hundred 
and fifty-nine years, from 1663 to 1822; those of MaiJie, hve 
years, from 1821 to 1826; those of New York, fifty-four years, 
from 1777 to 1831; those of New Jersey, one hundred and eigh- 
teen years, from 1703, to 1821; those of Pennsylvania, seven- 
ty-four years, from 1700 to 1774; those ol Mar>land, ninety- 
four years, from 1704 to 1798; those of Virginia, one hundred 
and seventy years, from 1658 to 1828; those of North Caro- 
lina, one hundred and fourteen years, from 1715 to 1829; those 
of South Carolina, seventy-seven ye?rs, from 1739 to 1816j 
those of Georgia, fifty-seven year*^. In »n 1774 to 1831; those 
ef Tennessee; thirteen years, from 1794 to 1807; those of 
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Ohio, about one year, from 1809 to 1810; those of Indiana, 
twenty-four years, from 1807 to 1831; those of Illinois, one 
year, from 1813 to 1814; those of Alabama, nine years, 
from 1820 to 1829; and those of Florida territory, four years^ 
from 1827 to 1831. 

Of New Hampshire, we are able to give but one law, that 
passed in 1715; only one of Kentucky, the act of 1810; only 
one of Mississippi, the act of 1830; and only one of Missouri, 
the act of 1824. 

We have placed in an Appendix, the proceedings of Con- 
gress under the old Confederation, on the Indian subject. The 
period thus occupied, is thirteen years, from 1775 to 1788. 

The remaining and easiest part of our enterprise, has been 
the compilation of the Laws of the United States, relating to 
Indians and Indian affairs. 

The controversy during the last few years between ther 
state of Georgia and a portion of the Indians, has rendered 
the question of their rights and relations, one of the first 
magnitude in the policy of the United States. It will proba- 
bly retain this distinction, until all the Indian tribes shall have 
perished, or have become merged in communities of civilized 
man; and even after such events, it will continue a permanent 
topic of historical interest. The notice already taken of the 
contents of the present volume, supersedes the necessity of 
enlarging on its capacity to assist researches on that subject, 
whether undertaken with a view to legislative action or specu- 
lative inquiry. In the execution of a task, exacting the use 
of materials widely diffused and not always readily acces- 
sible, some errors and omissions may probably be discovered. 
Trusting that any such will be ascribed to their true causes, 
the novelty and the nature of the work, we have only now 
to add an assurance, that the utmost diligence has been exert- 
ed to render it accurate and complete. 
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eOIiOiriAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS^ 

BSLATIHO TO 

TEDS XWDLAJIS AMD XMSXAM AFF AXES. 



MASSACHUSETTS -1633-1672.^ 

For settling the Indians' title to lands in this jurisdiction. 

It is declared and ordered by this Court y and authority MirniinhincUi 
thereof y That what lands any of the Indians in this jurisdiction 16^9^1672, 
have possessed and improved, by subduing the same, they have 
just right unto, according to that in Gen. 1* 28, and Chap. 9. 1^ 
andPsal. 115, 16. 

And for the further encouragement of the hopeful work 
amongst them, for the civilizing and helping them forward to 
Christianity, if any of the Indians shall be brought to civility^ 
and shall come among the English to inhabit, in any of their 
plantations, and shall there live oivily and orderly, that such 
Indians, shall have allotments amongst the English, according ' 
to the custom of the .English in like case. 

Further it is ordered^ That if, upon good experience, there 
diall be a competent number of the Indians brought on to ci* 
vility, so as to be capable of a township upon their request to 
the General Court, they shall have grant of lands undisposed 
of^ for a plantation, as the English have. 

Jind further it is ordered by this Courts That if any 
plantation or person of the English, shall offer injuriously to 
put any of the Indians from their planting grounds, or fishing 
places, upon their complaint, and proof thereof, they shall have 
relief in any of the Courts of Justice amongst the English, as 
the English have. 

•^nd further it is ordered by this Court and the authority 
thereof and be it hereby enacted, That all the tract of land 
within this jurisdiction, whether already granted to any En* 
glish plantations or persons, or to be granted by this Court (not 
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Manaehusetts being Under the qualifications ot right to the Indians) 4b, and 
1693—1672, ghaii ijg accounted the just right of such English as already 
have, or hereafter shall have grant of lands from this Court, 
and the authority thereof, from that of Gen. 1. 28, and the in- 
vitation of the Indians. 

Sec. 2. ^nd it is ordered^ That no person whatsoever shall 
henceforth buy land of any Indian, without license first had 
and obtained of the General Court; and if any offend herein, 
such land so bought shall be forfeited to the country. 
i(JS3--37. ^^^ sh^m any person «ell, give, or barter, directly or indi- 

rectly, any gun or guns, powder, bullets, shot, lead, to any In- 
dian whatsoever, or to a!ny person inhabiting out of this juris- 
diction : Nor shall any amend or repair any gun belonging to 
any Indian, nor shall sell any armour or weapons, upon pe- 
nalty of ten pounds for every gun, armour, or weapons, sa 
sold, given, or bartered, Jive pounds for every pound of pow- 
der, ybr/y shillings for every pound of shot or lead, and pro- 
portionably for any greater or lesser quantity. [1633 — 37.] 

For explaining the law, tit. ** Ihdians." 

1665. This Court doth declare the proliibition there exprest, refer- 

ring to the purchase of Indian land without license from this 
Court, is to be understood, as well grants for term of years, as 
forever, and th^t under the same penalty as in the said law is 
exprest. [1665] 

3. Whereas, the French and Dutch and other foreign na- 
tions, do ordinarily trade guns, powder, and shot, with In* 
. dians, to our great prejudice, and stiengthening and animating 
the Indians against us: and the aforesaid French, Dutch, &c. do 
prohibit all trade with the Indians within their respective juris- 
dictions, under penalty of confiscation, &c. 

It is therefore ordered^ That it shall not be lawful for any 
Frenchman, Dutchman, or any persim of any other foreign na- 
tion whatsoever, or any English dwelling amongst them, or 
under them, or any of them, to trade with any Indian or In- 
dians within the limits of our jurisdiction, directly or indirect- 
ly, by themselves or others, under penalty of confiscation of 
all SHch goods and vessels as shall be found so trading, or the 
due value thereof, upon just proof of any goods or vessels so 
trading or traded. 

IWO, -^"^^ ^^ %\ssA\ be lawful for any person or persons, inhabiting 

within this jurisdiction, to make seizure of any such goods or 
vessels trading with the Indians ; one half whereof shall be for 
the proper use and benefit of the party i^eizing, and the other 
half to the country. [1650 ] 
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4. And because the trade of furs with the Indians in this ?!SI!?6^*** 
jurisdiction, doth properly l)elong to this Commonwealth, and 
not unto particular persons : 

It is there/ore ordered, That henceforth no person or per- 
sons, directly or indirectly, shall trade with the Indians for any 
sort of peltry, exceping only such as are authorized by this 
Court, or by such Committee as this Court shall appoint from 
time to time, uncjer the penalty of one hundred pounds fine 
for every^ offence; ten pounds whereof shall be to the inform- 
er, the rest to the country. 

5.' Whereas, several orders for preventing drunkenness amongst IW7. 
the Indians have been made, yet, notwithstanding, there is 
little or no reformation; for the prevention thereof, and the 
frequent effects thereof, murder and other outrages amongst 
them, 

This Court doth order y That no person of what quality or 
condition soever, shall henceforth sell, truck, barter, orgive, 
any strong liquors to any Indian^ directly or indirectly, whe- 
ther known by the name of rum, strong waters, wines, strong 
beer, brandy, cyder, perry, or any other strong liquors, going 
under any other name whatsoever, under the penalty of forty 
shillings for one pint; and so proportionably for greater or 
lesser quantities, so sold, bartered, or given directly or indi- 
rectly, as aforesaid. 

And for the better execution • of this order ^ all trucking 
houses erected (not allowed by this Court) shall be forthwith 
demolished. 

And for the better effecting of this order, it is declared that 
one-third part'of the penalty shall be granted to the informer. 

It is also ordered. That special care shall be had by ^ the 
Grand Jiiry of every shire court, to inquire and present to the 
court what they find to discover matter tending td such prac- 
tice, against the true intent of this law. 

And all other orders giving liberty to sell strong liquors to 
the Indians, are hereby repealed ; and all licenses formerly 
granted, are hereby disabled and called in : Providecl always^ 
That it ^s not intended that this law extend to restrain any 
person from any charitable act, in relieving any Indian (bona 
fide) in case of sudden extremity, by sickness or faintingf 
which calls for such help, nof exceeding one dram, nor whea 
any physician shall prescribe in way of physic, any of the par- 
ticulars before mentioned ; so as upon sight of his direction ia 
writing, there be allowance had, under the hand of one ma- , 
gistrate; or where no magistrates in the town residinjg;, beioig 
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under the hands of the town commissioners, or two of them. 
[May, 1657] 

6. This Court, considering the necessity of restraining the 
Indians from whatsoever may be a means to disturb our peace 
and quiet : 

Doth ordeTy That henceforth no person or persons inhabit- 
ing within this jurisdiction, shall, directly or indirectly, any 
ways give, sell, barter, or otherwise disi)Ose of any boat, 
skiff, or any greater vessel, unto any Indian 'or Indians what- 
soever, under the penalty of fifty pounds^ to be paid to the 
county treasurer, for every such vessel so sold, or disposed, 
as aforesaid. 

7. // is ordered by this Courts That, in all places within 
this jurisdiction, the English shall keep their cattle from de- 
stroying the Indians' corn, in any ground where they have 
right to plant ; and, if any of the corn be destroyed, for want 
of fencing or herding, the town shall make satisfaction, and 
shall have power among themselves to lay the charge where 
the occasion of the damage did arise : Provided^ That the In- 
dians shall make proof that the cattle of such a town, farm, or 
person, did the damage. 



AN ACT of tne Province of Massachusetts Bay, passed 1693 — 4, for the bet- 
ter rule and government of the Indians in their several plantations. 

To the intent that the Indians may be forwarded in civility 
and Christianity, and that drunkenness and other vices be the 
more effectually suppressed amongst them : 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted and ordained by the Governor^ 
Councily and Representatives in General Court assembled^ 
and it is enacted by the authority of the same. That his ex- 
cellency the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Council,' may, and is hereby, empowered to appoint and 
commissionate one or more discreet persons within several 
parts of this Province, to have the inspection and more parti- 
cular care and government of the Indians in their respective 
plantations; and to have, use, and exercise, the powerof a jus- 
tice of the peace over them in all matters, civU and criminal, 
as well for the hearing and determining of pleas betwiit party 
and party, and to award execution thereon, as for the examin- 
ing, hearing, and punishing, of oriminal offences, according to 
the acts and laws of the Province, so far as the power of a jus- 
tice of the peace does extend : as, also, to nominate and ap- 
^point constables and other proper and necessary officers amongst 
them. 
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Sec. 2. Jlnd be it further enacted by the authority qfore- »^>chtMem 
saidf That no person or persons whosoever, shall directly or 
indirectly sell, truck, barter, or give to any Indian, any strong 
beer, ale, cider, perry, wine, rum, brandy, or other stong li- 
quors, by what name or names soever called or known, on pain 
of forfeiting the sum of forty shillings for every pint, and 
proportionably for any greater or lesser quantity so sold, 
trucked, bartered, given, or delivered to any Indian, directly 
or indirectly, as aforesaid, upon conviction thereof before a 
justice of the peace, where the penalty does not exceed forty 
shillings; and, if it exceed that sum, at the sessions of the 
peace to be holden for the same county where the offence is 
committed : one moiety of all such forfeitures to be unto their 
Majesties, for and towards the support of the Government; 
and the other moiety, to him or them that shall inform and 
prosecute the same, by bill, plaint, or information; and if the 
ofiender be unable, or shall not forthwith pay and satisfy the 
said penalty or forfeiture, then to be committed to the gaol of 
the county, the^e t^ remain until he pay and satisfy the same, 
or suffer two months imprisonment : JProvidedy this act shall 
not be intended, or extend to restrain any act of charity for 
relieving any Indian, (bona fide) in any sudden exigent, or 
faintness, or sickness, not to exceed one or two drams; or, by 
prescription of some physician in writing, or by the allowance 
of a justice of the peace. 

And for the better discovery of such ill-disposed persons, 
who, through greediness of filthy lucre, shall privately sell or 
deliver strong liquors, or strong drink to any Indian or In- 
dians : (of which it is difficult to obtain positive evidence, other 
than the accusation of such Indian or Indians,) and, to the in- 
tent that murders and other outrages frequently occasioned 
thereby, may be prevented, 

// is ordained and enacted^ That the accusation and af« 
firmation of any Indian, with other concurring circumstances, 
amounting to an high presumption, in the discretion of the 
court, or justices who have cognizance of the case, (the ac- 
euaer and accused being brought face to face at the time of 
trial) shall be accounted and held to be a legal conviction of the 
person so accused, of giving, selling, or delivering wine, rum, ^ 

or any other strong drink or liquors, to such Indian, unless the 
party accused shall acquit him or herself thereof upon oath ; 
which the court or justice, respectively, are hereby empowered 
to require and administer unto the person accused, in iform fol- 
lowing, that is to say : 
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NasiachuseUs *^ YbUf A. B. do swear, that neither yourself nor any other^ 
K93--4. jjy your order, general or particular assent, privity, knowledge, 
or allowance, directly or indirectly, did give, sell, or deliver 
any wine, cider, rum, or other strong liquors or drink, by what 
name or names soever called or kno.wn, unto the Indian by 
whom and whereof you are now accused. So help you God. '* 
And further it is enacted^ That it shall and may be lawfu 
to and for any person or persons to seize any wines, strong li- 
quors or cider, which he or they may find in the custody of 
any Indian, not obtained by allowance as aforesaid; (other than 
cider made of fruit of their own growth) and to deliver the 
same unto the constable, or any one or more of the selectmen 
of the town, where the same shall be seized, to and for the use 
of the poor of such town; and to apprehend such Indian, and 
to cause him or her to be conveyed before the next justice of 
the peace, to be examined where and of whom, they had such 
strong drink. 

And every Indian convicted of drunkenness, shall suffer and 
pay unto the use of the poor of the town or pllire where such 
offence is committed, the sum o^ Jive shillings ^ or else be openly 
whipped by the constable of such- town or place, or some other 
that he shall procure, not exceeding ten lashes^ as the justice 
of the peace before whom such conviction is shall determine. 



[1725.1 

An Act for the allowing necessary supplies to the Eastern Indians, and for 
regulating trade with thera, and for the repealing an act, entitled ** An 
act to prohibit trade and commerce with the Eastern Indians," made and 
passed in the eighth year of his present Majesty's reign. 

1725. Whereas, the Indians in the Eastern parts of this province 

having been some years past in hostilities and rebellion, have 
now submitted themselves, and recognized their subjection and 
obedience to the crown of Great Britain, and have their de* 
pendence on this Government for supplies of clothing and 
other necessaries: to the intent, therefore, that they may be 
furnished with the same at such easy rates and prices as may 
oblige fhem to a firm adherence to his Majesty's interest. 
Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governor j Council^ and 
^ SepresentativeSy in General Court assembled^ and by the au- 

thority of the same^ That provisions, clothing, and other 
supplies suitable for the carrying on a trade with the said In- 
dians, not exceeding the value of four thousand pounds, be, at 
the session of this Court in May next, procured at the cost and 
charge of this province ; and the produce thereof applied, from 
time to time, for supplying of the said Indians, as aforesaid, by 
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such person or persons as shall annually be chosen by this MMnclmaetts 

Court, who shall take the direction of the Governor and Coun-i^^s. 

oil in the recess of the Court, as occasion shall require : Prty- 

Trided always^ such direction be not inconsistent with the in* 

structions of this Court. And likewise annually lay before 

this Court fair accounts of all his or their proceedings herein ;r 

which supplies of clothing, provisions, and other things, shall 

be lodged at such places to the eastward of Falmouth, in Casco 

bay, as the General CoUrt shall^ from time to time> order and. 

appoint. 



[174T] 



An Act for explsdning an act, entitled <* An act to prevent and make void 
clandestine and illegal purchases of lands from the Indians," so far as re- 
lates to the devise or bequest of any real estate by the last will and testa- 
ment of any In(Uans. 

Whereas, doubts have arisen whether the act passed in the I74r« 
thirteenth year of King William the Third, intituled *< An 
act to prevent and make void clandestine and illegal pur- 
chases of lands from the Indians," doth extend to any devise 
or bequest of real estate made by the last will and testament 
of any Indian : 

Be it therefore declared and enacted by the Governor, 
Council^ and Hotise of Representatives^ That the said act 
was intended to extend, and did, doth, and ought to be under- 
stood to extend to all devises of real estates made by the last 
wills and testaments of any of the said Indians; and all such 
devises of lands, or other real estate whatsoever, by any last 
will and testament from any Indian or Indians inhabiting within 
this province, to any English person or persons, that have been 
heretofore made, and have not been approved by the General 
Court; and also all such as shall hereafter be made, unless the 
approbation of the General Court shall be obtained^ are hereby 
declared utterly void and of no effect. 



[1758J 

AN ACT in adt^tion to the several acts for the better regulating the Indians* 

Whereas, the act of this Government, intituled '^An act in . 
addition to the several acts for the better regulating the Jn- 
^ dians," is near expiring; and as said act has proved very be- 
neficial to the Indians, and a further regulation is also ne^ 
eessary : 
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MtHidinietti Be it enacted by the OavemoTf Council^ and House of 
*'••• jRepresentativeSf That there be three proper persons appointed 

for the future by this Court, near to every Indian plantation 
in this provincei guardians to the said Indians in their respec* 
live plantations, who are hereby empowered from and after the 
twenty third day of June, A D 1758, to take into their hands 
the said Indians' lands, and allot to the several Indians of the 
several plantations, such parts of the said lands and meadows 
as shall be sufficient for their particular improvement from time 
to time, during the continuance of this act ; and the remainder^ 
if any there be, shall be let out by the guardians of the said 
» respective plantations, to suitable persons, for a term not ex* 
ceeding the continuance of this act : and such part of the in* 
come thereof as is necessary, shall be applied for the support 
of such of the proprietors in their respective plantations as 
may be sick or unable to support themselves; and the surplus- 
age thereof, if any there be, distributed amongst them accord* 
ing to their respective rights or interest, for providing neces- 
saries for themselves and families, and for the payment of their 
just debts, at the discretion of their said guardians; and that 
the respective guardians aforesaid be hereby empowered and 
enabled, in their own names, and in their capacities as guard- 
ians, to bring forward and maintain any action or actions for any 
tk*espass or trespasses that may be committed on the said In- 
dian land; and that any liberty or pretended liberty obtained 
from any Indian or Indians for cutting off any timber wood, or 
hay, milking pine trees, carrying off any ore or grain, or 
planting or improving said lands, shall not be any bar to said 
guardians in their said action or actions: Provided^ That no- 
thing in this act shall be understood to bar any person or per- 
sons from letting creatures run upon the said Indians' unim- 
proved lands that lie common and contiguous to other towns 
or proprietors. 

•^nd be it further enacted, That from and after the twenty- 
third day of June aforesaid, no Indian or Indians shall sell or 
lease out to any other Indian or Indians any of his or her lands^ 
without the consent of the guardians, or a major part of the 
guardians of the Indians of the plantation wherein such lands 
do lie ; and all sales or leases of land for any term or terms of 
years that shall at any time hereafter during the continuance 
of this act, be made by any Indian or Indians to any other In- 
dian or Indians, shall be utterly void and of none effect, unless 
the same be made by and with license of the respective guard- 
ians as aforesaid. 
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And be U further enactedj That no action shall be brought Mantehmitii 
•gainst any of the said Indians for any debt hereafter to be by *''*•• 
them contracted with any English persons for any sum whatso* 
ever, unless the same be first examined and allowed by the 
court of general sessions of the peace for the county where 
such Indian or Indians live, or the respective guardians of such 
plantations where such Indian or Indians live, except special- 
ties approbated according to the law of this province, made in 
the fourth and fifth year of the reign of his Majesty king 
George the First, intituled ^^ An act in addition to the act for 
preventing abuses to the Indians/' made in the twelfth year 
of king William. • 

Jind be it further enacted^ That the several guardians 
aforesaid shall keep a fair account of their proceedings in the 
aforesaid affair, to be by them laid before the General Court 
from year to year, by said court to be adjusted and allowed of. 

This act to continue and be in force for the space of three 
years from said twenty-third day ef June, and from thence to 
the end of the next session of the General Court, and no 
longer. 



1789. 



An Act for the better regulating of the Indian, Mulatto^ and Negro proprie« 
tors and inhabitants of the Plantation caUed MarshpeCi in the county of 
Barnstable. . 

Whereas, the previsions already made by law respecting the int. 
Indian, mulatto and negro proprietors and inhabitants of the 
plantation called Marshpee, in the county of Barnstable, are 
insufficient to the well ordering and managing their affairs^ 
and protecting them and their property against the arts and 
designs of those who may, from time to time^ be disposed to 
take the advantage of their weakness : 

Sec. 1. Be it ther^fiore enacted by the Senate and House 
^ Representatives^ in General Court assembled, and by the , 
authority of the samey That a board of overseers shall be es- 
tablished, consisting of five discreet and disinterested persons^ 
(two of whom to be inhabitants of the county of Bamstabloy 
and the other three of the adjoining counties) and shall be ap- 
pointed as is hereinafter directed ; which overseers are hereby 
Tested with full power and authority to regulate the police of 
the said plantation, to establish rules and regulations for the 
^ell ordering and managing the affairs, interest and concerns 
of the said Indian, and other proprietors and inhabitants, aa 
well witb respect to the improvement and leasing out of their 
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Bfmtchoietti lands and tenements, regulating their streams, ponds, and iishe- 
I7W. j.jgs^ perambulating their lines, and meting out lots for their 

particular improvement, as with respect to their bargains, con- 
tracts, wages and other dealing!«, and to take due care of their 
poor, and that their children be bound out to suitable persons^ 
of sober life and conversation. And the said overseers are 
empowered and directed to hold stated meetings, elect a mode* 
rator, secretary and treasurer, and may, if they judge it ne- 
cessary, appoint some suitable person or persons to act under 

\ their direction, as a guardian or guardians to the said Indian 

and^ther proprietors, and to carry into execution their said 
regulations and orders (which guardian or guardians shall give 
bonds to the said board of overseers, for the faithful discharge 
of their trust, and to render in to the said overseers, and settle 
their accounts once every year, and oftener, if required) and 
whenever the said board shall judge the continuance of the said 
guardians in their said trust inexpedient or unnecessary, they 
may remove them. 

Sec. 2. And he it enacted^ That the said board of overseers, 
' or the guardians whom they may appoint, are hereby vested 
with power and authority to demand and receive any property, 
dues or wages, which now are or hereafter may be detained, 
withheld from, or justly owing to said proprietors, or any of 
them, by any person or personsy and to institute and bring for- 
ward, in their own names and capacities, any action or actions 
for the recovery thereof, as likewise for any illegal entries, or 
trespasses, which have been, or may be made or committed on 
their lands, tenements, fisheries, and other property; or for any 
fraud or injury done to them, or any of them, and the same 
action or actions to pursue to final judgment and execution; 
and shall, at all times, have full power and authority to exam- 
ine, adjust and settle all accounts and controversies between 
thejn, or any of them^ and any white person or persons, for 
voyages or other services and transactibns which remain unset- 
tled, or which may hereafter be done or arise ; as likewise to 
adjust and bring to a settlement all accounts and proceedings of 
any former guardian, trustee, or overseer, taking effectual care 
that justice be done therein; and may also bind, by indenture, 
the children of the p9or of the said proprietors, to suitable 
persons, of sober life and conversation, as they, the said over- 
seers and guardians, may judge necessary and convenient 

^ Sec. 3. And be it enacted^ That no lease, indenture, cove- 

nant, bond, bargain, or contract, in writing, made by any of 
said proprietors, shall be of any validity, unless it be made by, 
or under the direction of said boards guardian or guardians^ or 
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ivith their eonsent and approbation; nor shall any action be Massaehmctif 
brought against any of the said proprietors, upon any account^ ^^^^' 
for goods sold and delivered, services done and perffirmed, or 
for money had and received, to the use of another, ualess such 
account shall have been first examined by the said overseers^ 
guardian or guardians, and by them approved. 

Sec. 4. •dnd be it enacted^ That the said overseers shall 
keep a fair and regular account of all their transactions, and of 
all the rents and profits arising from their the said proprietors' 
lands, tenements and fisheries, or otherwise, and of all money^ 
wages or incomes, which they may receive from time to fime, 
belonging to the said proprietors, or any of them, and shall 
distribute to them their respective rights, dues and shares^ 
after deducting the reasonable expense of conducting their 
said business, payment of their just debts, and (from the 
common profits) providing for the sick and indigent, and re- 
serving from time to time, such sum or sums as can convQ- 
niently be spared, for the support and continuance of religious 
instruction among 'them, and the schooling of their children; 
and they, the said overseers, shall state their accounts annually^ 
and lay the same before the Governor and Council for appro- 
bation ^|d^lowance : and the Governor, with the advice of 
the Conncifr is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint 
Auch overseers, and to fill up va'^ancies, whenever, by death, 
resignation, removal out of the Commonwealth, or otherwise, 
they may happen; to displace them, or any of them, for want 
of ability or integrity, or other reasonable cause, and to audit 
their accounts. • 

Sec. 5. •dnd be it enacted^ That no liberty or pretended li- 
berty, from the proprietors, or any of them, for cutting o--' any 
wood, timber or, hay, milking pine trees, carrying off any ore 
or grain, or for planting or improving any of said lands or te- 
nements, without the approbation of said overseers, guardian 
or guardians, shall be any bar in any of their action or actions: 
Provided nothing herein shall be construed to defeat any lease 
or indenture heretofore made agreeably to law. And the lands 
and tenements of said proprietors shall not be liable to be taken 
in execution for debt And if any of said proprietors shall be 
committed in execution for debt, he, she, or they shall have the 
same benefit from an act, entitled ^^ A.n act for the relief of 
poor prisoners who arc committed by execution for debt,*' as any 
white person now hath, who has no estate, their being proprie- 
tors notwithstanding, and the oath shall be varied accordingly. 

Sec. 6. •And be it enacted^ That all laws heretofore made 
respecting the said Marohpee Indians, be, and hereby are re<- 
pesUed. [Jan. 30, 1769.] 
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1790. 

An Act in addition to mn Act, entitled, *< An Act for the better regelating of 
the Indian. Mulatto and Neg^o proprietors and inhabitants of the plantation 
calle<^Ma[rshpee, in the county of Barnstable." 

KiMMhiiietto Whereas it appears that an Act, entitled, ** An Act for tho 
^'^' regulation of the Indian, mulatto and negro proprietors and 

inhabitants of the plantation called iVJarshpee, in the county 
of Barnstable, '^ proves insufficient for the well regulating 
iaid plantation, in many instances : 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre^ 
sentatives in General Court a^ssembledy and by the authority 
fif the same J That the overseers, guardian or guardians of the 
said plantation, for the time being, shall have full power and 
authority to appoint annually, one constable, two fence-view- 
ers, two surveyors of highways, two hogreeves, and one war- 
den, being all inhabitants of the said plantation; whose duty 
it shall be to carry into execution the law^ of the Common- 
wealth within the said plainatiun, as fully ^s the like officers 
chosen by the several towns in this Cummon wealth are by law 
enabled to do within their respective towns; and said officers 
shall be sworn before some justice of the peace Am ^e said 
county, faithfully to perform the duties required of them ia 
their respective offices. 

And whereas, several persons have entered upon the lands 
belonging to the said proprietors, and set up houses upon the 
same, without pavin^ rents therefor^ to the great injury of 
said proprietors: 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That any person or 
persons, not being a proprietoi of said plantation, who shall 
enter upon said plantation to reside there, or who are now re- 
sidents there, who shall refuse to pay to the guardian or guar- 
dians of said plantation, for the benefit of the proprietors there- 
of, such sum or ^ums oi money, or the value thereof in some 
other way, for the rents o) such lands as they respectively im- 
prove, as, in the opinion of the said guardian or guardians shall 
be just and equitable ; every person so refusing, shall, if re- 
quired by the said guardian ur guardians, be removed from the 
said plantation, by warrant, to be issued by some justice of the 
peace for the said county^ (upon complaint of said guardian or 
guardians,) Providtd, hotvevtr^ That such complaint shall ap- 
pear reason<ible to the justice to whom the complaint is made; 
and the said warrant shall be directed to the constable of said 
plantation; and if the person so rt moved, shall again return, 
with incbat to reside there^ be shall ioji^l and pay for each 
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offence the sum of five pounds, to the use of said proprietors, litassaclrasetts 
to be recivered by action of debt in any court proper to try ^^^^* 
the same; which action may be brought in the name or names 
of the guardian or guardians of said plantation. 

And whereas, many of the Indian, muhitto, and negro inha- 
bitants who occupy lands within the plantation, have no other 
title to the same but what they derive from grants or assign- 
mehts made to them by the original proprietors; and it being 
necessary clearly to ascertain who are the proprietors of said 
plantation : 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That the guardian or guard- 
ians shall make out a fair record of all the names of the pro- 
prietors of said plantation who usually reside within the same; 
and in all cases where the title of proprietorship shall appear 
doubtful, the guardian or guardians shall examine into the same^ 
and if they find the claim uf such Indian, mulatto, or negro, 
either "by descent, marriage, or otherwise, well founded (the 
overseers confirming the same) his name shall be entered on 
said record; and such Indian, mulatto or negro shall be consi- 
dered as a proprietor of said plantation to all intents and pur- 
poses. 

Sec. 4. %9nd he it enacted^ That those who are not pro- 
prietors in their own rights, or in the right of their wives, or 
who shall not be admitted as proprietors by the overseers, 
guardian or guardians, in manner aforesaid, shall not be deemed 
or reputed inh.ibitants of said plantation, but shall, at all times, 
be liable to be removed, together, with their faniilies, by war- 
rant, in manner aforesaid, out of said plantation; any thing in 
the act, to which this is an addition, to the contrary notwith- 
standing. [JlfarcA 4, 1790.] 



1805. 



An Act for the protection of the Indians and their property, in that part of 
Duke's county, known by the name of Christiantown. 

Whereas, many persons, who are unmindful of the moral obli-isos. 
gations which they owe to society, have taken undue ad- 
vantages of said Indians : for the remedy whereof. 

Sec. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of ffepre* 
sentatives in General Court assembled^ and byt\e authority 
q/ the samff That his excellency the Governor, by and with 
the advice and consent of Council, be, isind he hereby is, au- 
thorized and empowered to appoint two good and discreet men 
as guardians, to have the care and oversight of said Indians, 
and of their property, with fall power to superintend the same. 
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MaMwhaiettf See. 2. Be it further enacted^ That from knd after the pass* 
itOi. ing of this act, all deeds, bargains, sales, releases, qui: claims, 

or any conveyance whatsoever, that any person shall or may 
obtain, in any way, from an^ person or persons, of any lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, which do, or shall hereafter be- 
long to any of said Indians, as well for any term of years, or 
forever, shall be utterly void and of none effect, excepting such 
deeds, leases, or other conveyances, as shall first be examined, 
approved, and confirmed, by said guardians. 

Sec. 3 Be it further enacted^ That from and after the 
passing of this act, no bond, bill, or other specialty in writing, 
or any contract whatever, nor any book account, or verbal 
contract or promise for the payment of money, shall be deem- 
ed good and recoverable against any of the said Indians, if the 
same shall exceed the sum of four dollars^ unless such bill, 
bond, specialty, or verbal contract, shall be approved by one at 
least of said guardians. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That nothing in this act 
shall be construed in anywise to affect any existing contract, or 
any action that shall be pending in any court at the time of 
the passing of this act \^March 5, 1805.] 



180S. 



An Act in addition to, and repealing part of the first section of an act, entitled 
** An act for the better regulating of the In'Iian, Mulatto, and Negro pro- 
prietors and inhabitants of tlie plantation called Marshpee, in the county 
of Barnstable, and for other purposes." 

jg^g Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives , 

in General Court assembled^ aiid by the authority of the 
samey That a board of overseers shall be established, to con- 
sist of three discreet and disinterested persons, one of whom, 
at least, not to be an inhabitant of the county of Barnstable, to 
be appointed in the same manner, to have the same powers, to 
perform the same duties, to be subject to the same rules of pro- 
ceeding, and to hold their offices by the same tenure as the pre- 
sent overseers now hold, have, and are subjected to by the act 
to which this is an addition; which ov ^rseers shall also be over- 
seers of the Herring-Pond tribe of Indians, living partly in 
Plymouth, and partly inr Sandwich, and have all the powers, 
and be subject to, and perform all the duties incumbent on the 
present board of overseers, by a resolve passed the fifth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-nine: and the present board of overseers, and their 
treasurer, shall, on or before tiie first day of June next, deliver 
over to the board of overseers to be appointed by this act, all 
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the monies, funds, obligations, and records belonging to the MaMMhowlto 
said fribe of Marshpee, and the said tribe of Herring-Pond^*^* 
Indians, ard take receipts for the aame; and the board of over- 
seers to be appointed by this act, are hereby empowered to de- 
mand and receive all the property and papers aforesaid, al or 
before the time aforesaid, and to give them receipts for the 
same. 

Sec. 2. Be if further enacted. That so much of the first 
section of the act to which this is an addition, as directs the 
appointment of a board of five overseers, and of more than 
one guardian^ be, and the same is hereby repealed. IMarch 
9, 1808.] 



1810. 



An Act for the better regulation of the Indians, and other peopitt of colour, im- 
habitants of the island of Chappequidick, in the county of Duke's countj. 

Sec. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepre^ igio. 
sentatives^ in general Council assembled, and by the authori-- 
ty of the samCj That his excellency the Governor, with the ad- 
vice of the Council, is hereby authorized and requested to ap- 
point three commissioners, who shall meet in the month of 
March next, and when met, shall have power to make a dis- 
tinct and specific assignment of the lands belonging to the In- 
dians, and other people of colour, inhabitants of the Island of 
Chappequidick, in the county of Duke's county, to the difier- 
ent individuals and families, in such quantities as they shall 
deem proper, reserving from said lands such portions for annual 
appropriations by the guardians df the said Indians, and peoplo 
of colour, as the said commissioners may judge expedient; and 
each individual and family shall retam possession of the land 
so assigned, for the term of ten years from the thirty first day 
of March next, at which time a new assignment of the said 
lands shall be made by the guardians of the said Indians. 

Sec 8. Be it further enacted. That no promise made, or 
contract entered into, by any of the said Indians, or people of 
colour, shall be valid in law, unless the same be made or en- 
tered into with the written consent of two or more of their 
guardians ; and no action hereafter brought upon such promise 
or contract, made or entered into without such written consenti 
shall be sustained in any court of law. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That no action shall be sus- 
-tained in any court of law in this Commonwealth, wherein any 



24 

IffMnehaietti o' ^^ lodiaDS or people of colour shall be plaintiff, unless the 
liliO. original writ be endorsed by two or more of their guardians; 

and this act may be given in evidence in all such actions un* 
der the general issue. \^Feb7ruary 27, 1810.] 

■ ■ II 
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An Act for the better regulation of the Indian, Mulatto, and Negro proprie* 
tors of Gay Head, in the county of Duke's county. 

jjji^ Sec. 1. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Kepre^ 

sentativeSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authfnrity 
ofthesamey That his excellency the Governor, by and wiA 
the advice of the Council, may appoint three proper persons 
to be guardians to the Indian, mulatto, and negro proprietors 
of Gay Head, in the county of Duke's county, who shall give 
bonds with sufficient sureties to the judge of probate in and for 
said county of Duke's'county, for the faithful discharge of their 
trusts, and to render and settle their accounts as is thereinafter 
directed ; which guardians are hereby empowered to take into 
their possession the lands of said Indians, mulattoes, and ne- 
groes, and allot to the several Indian, mulatto, and negro pro* 
prietors of said lands such parts of said lands as shall be suffi- 
cient for their particular improvement from time to time; and 
the reniainder, if any there be, shall be let out by the said 
guardians to suitable persons, for a term not exceeding two 
years, and such part of the income thereof as is necessary^ 
shall be applied for the support of such of (he said proprietors 
as may be sick or unable to support themselves, and the sur- 
plus thereof, (if any there be,) shall be distributed amongst 
them according to their respective rights or interest, for pro- 
viding necessaries for themselves and families, and for the pay- 
ment of their just debts, at the discretion of their said guardialis; 
and that the respective guardians aforesaid, or the major part 
of them, be hereby empowered and enabled, in their own 
names, and io their capacities as guardians, to bring forward 
and maintain any action or actions for any trespass or trespasses 
that may be committed, or any action of ejectment against any 
person or persons who may illegally enter into the possession 
of said lands ; and that any liberty or pretended liberty ob- 
tained from any Indian, mulatto, or negro proprietor, for cut* 
ting off any timber, wood, or hay, carrying off any ore, earth 
or grain, or planting or improving said lands, shall not be any 
bar to said guardians in their said action or actions. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no action shall be 
brought, against apy of the Indian^ mulatto, or negro proprie- 
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itors of said lands, for any debt hereafter to be by them eon- Mi 
traded with anj person or persons for any sum whatsoever, ^*** 
Unless the same be first examined and allowed in writing, and 
•igned by the said guardians, or a major part of them. 

Sec. 3 •^nd be itjurther enacted^ That the said guardiant 
^hall keep a fair account of their proceedings relative to the 
trust in them reposed by this act. to be by them laid before 
the court, who exercise the powers and duties of the Court of 
Sessions for the county of Duke's county, from year to year^ 
and oftener if required by said court, for their inspection and 

allowance. 

• 

41 Sec. 4. And he it further enacted^ That no action shall be 
sustained in any court of law in this Corrtmonwealth, wherein 
any of said Indian, mulatto, or negro proprietors shall be plain- 
tiff, unless the original writ be endorsed by two or more of 
their guardians; and this act may be given in evidence in all 
«uch actions under the general issue. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted^ That whenever the Go- 
vernor and council shall judge the continuance of the said 
guardians in their said trust inexpedient or unnecessary, they 
nay remove them. \June S5, 181 l.j 
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An Act in addition to an act for the better regulation of the Indian, Mulatto 
and Negro proprietors of Gay Head, in the county of Duke'u county. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives, lgj^ 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the • 
^07/769 That the guardians 'o the Indian, mulatto and negro 
proprietors of Gay Head, shall have a lien oti the stock pas- 
tured on said proprietary, for the payment of rent of said pas* 
tuF^ge, and are hereby vested with all the f)0wers of collecton 
of taxes, to debtrain the stock actually depastured for rents ia 
arrears. [June 16, 1813.] 



1818. 



An Aet in addition to an act, entitled ** An act for the protection of the Ihr 
dfans and their property, in that part of Duke's county, known hy the 
name of Christiantown.*' 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-^^^^ 
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the avtho^ 
rity of the same. That the guardians appointed in pursuance 
of the act, entitled ^< An act for the protection of the Indiaoe 

4 
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_ ftnd their property, in that part of Duke's county known by 

tut. the name of Christiantown," be, and ihey hereby are required, 

within six months after the passing o: this act, to file their ac- 
count of guardianship with the circuit court of common pJeas 
for the county of Duke's county, which court, after due notice 
to all parties concerned, shall settle and allow such account, in 
the same manner as judges of probate are now authorized to 
allow and settle the accounts of trustees. And the said guard- 
ians shall hereafter, once in two years at farthest, settle a like 
account with the court of common pleas, in manner above di- 
rected. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That so much of the ac(| 
above named, as authorizes the Indians at (Jhristiantown, with 
consent of their guardians, to sell and convey any part of their 
land, be, and the same hereby is repealed; and that from and 
after the passing of this act, no part of said lands now holden 
by Indians, shall be sold without the consent of the Liegisla- 
ture. IFeb: 12, 1818.] 
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An Act in addition to the several acts respecting the Indians and other per- 
sons proprietors and residents on the plantations of Marshpee and Herrmg^ 
Fond, so called. 

tf t9. Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj ffepresentativesp 

in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the 
samey That from and after the passing of this act, to constitute 
a proprietor of the plantation or district of Marshpee, or a 
member of said Herring Pond tribe, the person alleged to be 
a proprietor, must be a child or lineal descendant of some per- 
son who is now a proprietor ; and in no other way or manner 
shall the rights of proprietorship be acquired: and the over- 
seers of said Marshpee and Heiring Pond tribes shall, as soon 
as may be, after the passing of this act, cause to be made an 
enumeration or census of all the proprietors and members of 
the said tribes, and of all other persons resident on their plan- 
tations, respectively; distinguishing proprietors from all other 
persons; and make a record thereof, of the names and ages of 
all such proprietors and members; which record shall distin- 
guish the said tribes, and shall be annually revised and cor- 
rected by the said overseers, at their stated annual meeting; 
and a return thereof shall be made by the said overseers, to 
the Governor and Couacili on or before the last day of Decern* 
ber aoQuaUy. 



Sec. 2. Be it further enacted ^ That the overaeeni afore- 
said, in addition lo the powers grahted to them as overseers, **^*« 
be, and they are hereby invested with all the powers, and shall 
discharge all the duties, which, by any law, is or may be given 
to, or incumbent upon, a guaniian br guardians of such Indian 
tribes, whenever such office of guardian shall be vacant 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That if any person shall 
sell, give, or deliver any spirituous liquor, or any liquor or 
mixed liquor, the nature of which is intoxicating, to any pro* 
prietor or member aforesaid, without a permit first obtained 
in writing, either from said overseers, or from some suitable 
agent of their appointment, or some respectable physician who 
is employed to take care of the sick of the said proprietors; 
and agreeably to such permit, every person offending in such 
case, and being thereof convicted before any court having com- 
petent jurisdiction of such offence, shall pay a fine not more 
than fifty dollars, according to the nature and aggravation of 
the offence. And it shall be the duty of the overseers to give 
information to the proper officers for prosecuting such offences. 

Sec. 4. Be it further etiactedy That the said overseers shall 
have the power to bind out to service, for any length of time 
not exceeding three years, any proprietor or member aforesaid, 
who, in the judgment of said overseers, has become an habitual 
drunkard and idler; and the earnings of such person, in such 
service, to receive and apply to his br her maintenance and 
support, or to the support of his or her family, or to the Sup- 
port of the said proprietors, generally, as the overseers, in 
their discretion, may think proper. 

Sec 5. Be if further enacted. That all real estate acquired 
by the industry of the proprietors and members aforesaid, and 
purchased by them, shall be the sole and separate property and 
estate of such proprietor or member so acquiring and purchas- 
ing the same, and may be by him or her enjoyed, sold, alien- 
ated and disposed of by deed, will, or otherwise. 

Sec. 6. Beit further enacted, That if any proprietor or 
member of either of the tribes aforesaid, or any other person, * 
shall cut, fell, or destroy, or take away, any wood, timber or 
dther property, standing, growing, or bein^ on any of the lands 
belonging to the said proprietors or members of the said tribes, 
not set off and assigned in manner provided by law, or cause 
the same to be done; or if any person, not a proprietor or 
member of either of the said tribes, shall cut, fell, destroy, or 
take away any wood, timber, or other property, standing, grow- 
ing or being on any of the lands of either of the said tribes, 
which has been or hereafter may be set off and assigned ift . 



manner provided by law, or cause the same to be done, with- 
***** out first having a permit from said overseers, or a majority of 

them so 'to do ; or shall commit any other trespass on the lands 
of the said proprietors of the said several tribes, he, she, or 
they, on conviction of any such offence, before any court of 
competent jurisdiction, shall pay a fine not exceeding two hun- 
dred dollars, or be imprisoned for a term not exceeding two 
years, according to the nature and aggravation of the ofience^ 
at the discretion of the court, before whom such conviction may 
be had ; and such offender shall be further liable in an action 
of trespass, in the name of the overseers, for the damage thus 
sustained. And no inhabitant or member of either of the said 
tribes, nor any person concerned in the government thereof, 
shall be disquaUfied from being a witness in any such prose- 
cution or action^ on account of his or her interest or office in 
or concerning the said several tribes, and their estate and pro- 
perty. And all permits which may be given to any person or 
persons, shall be in writing, and subscribed by two at least 
of the said overseers, and express particularly the quantity of 
wood or timber to bq cut or taken, and at what times, and for 
what purposes; and shall be recorded at length in the record 
of their proceedings, before any wood or timber shall be cut 
or taken away by virtue thereof; otherwise, such permit shall 
be void. 

Sec 7. Be it further enacted, That all the accounts of the 
said overseers with the several tribes aforesaid, shall be kept 
distinct from each other, and shall be annually examined, au- 
dited and adjusted, by the court of common pleas for the 
county of Barnstable, laod a copy thereof, and of the adjust- 
ment, shall be trarfsmitted by the said overseers to the Go- 
Ternor and Coundl^ on or before the last day of December an- 
nually. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted^ That.any action which is or 
may be commenced in the name of the said overseers, in their 
said capacity, may be prosecuted to final judgment and execu- 
tion in the name or names of the survivors or survivor of them« 
notwithstanding the death of any one or more of them during 
the pendency of such action. 

Sec, 9. Be it further enacted. That all fines and forfeitures 
incurred by a breach of this act, may be recovered by indict- 
ment before any circuit court of common pleas, or supreme 
judicial court, which may be holden within and for the county 
of Barnstable; one moiety thereof to the use of the person 
who shall give information of such breach to said overseers, 
4Dd the other moiety thereof to the use of the Commonwealtl;^ 



Sec. 16. Be it further emicteJj That all acts and parts of MMMehoieili 
acts inconsistent with the provi-^ions of this act, be, and the **^^* 
same are hereby repealed. \^February 18^ 1819.] 

1825. 

An Act regulatlng^die duties of trustees and guardians of Indians or tribes 

««• Indians within this Commonwealih. 

Sec. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepre^ 1335^ 
sentativesy in General Court assembled^ and by t\e authority 
4\f the santp, That from and after the passing of this act, the 
several guardians or trustees of any Indian or Indians, or tribes 
of Indians within this Coramonweahh, that now are or .may 
hereaTter be appointed, shall be required to give bonds for the 
faithful discharge of their trusts, with sufficient surety or 
sureties, to the judge of probate for the county of which such 
trustee or trustees, guardian or guardians, is or are an inhabit- 
ant or inhabitants, in double the amount of the appraised .value 
of the property which now is, or may hereafter come into 
their hands as trustees or guardians aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enactedy That the several trustees or 
:guardians of any Indian or Indians, or tribes of Indians, that 
now are or may hereafter be appointed, be, and they hereby 
are required to make and render 10 the court of sessions for the 
count}' in which said trustee or trustees, guardian or guardians 
may reside, at the first term thereof, next after the passing of 
this act, and thence after annually, a true and just statement ia 
writing, under oath, of the amount of the property in his or 
their hands as trustees or guardians aforesaid, together with a 
particular description of the kind»of propirty^ and its separate 
value, with a true and just account of* his or their receipts, 
disbursements and expenses, and the names of the Indians td 
whom the property belongs, and the share of each respective 
ly ; and the said court of. sessions is hereby authorized and di- 
rected to examine the accolints of the several trustees or guard* 
ians as aforesaid, and shall allow so much thereof as shall ap« 
pear to them to be just. 

Sec 3. Be it further enacted^ That the property which 
now is, or may hereafter come into the hands and possession of 
any trustee or trustees, guardian or guardians as aforesaid, the 
income thereof shall be by him or them distributed amongst 
and paid to such Indian or Indians, or tribes of Indians, ac- 
cording to their respective rights and interests in the same, in 
articles necessary for the support of themselves and families, at 
the discretion of his or their said trustee or trustees^ guardian 
(#r guardians. IFebruary 26; 1825.} 
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■ ■ 1828. 

An Act for the better regulation, instruction, and government of the Indians 
and people of colour in the county of Duke's county. 

Kaiaachiuetta See. I. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Pepre^ 
sentativesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority 
of the samey That his excellency the Governor, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Council, be, and he hereby is autho- 
rized to appoint three Commissioners, who shall meet in tne 
month of March or April next, and shall have power to make 
partition of the lands belonging to the Indians and people of 
colour, inhabitants of the island of Chappequiddic, in Duke's 
county, reserving such part thereof for the support of the poor, 
as they may deem necessary, and the same to divide and ap- 
portion among said Indians and people of colour, in such 
quantities as they shall deem just and proper, regard being had 
to the rules of birth-right and descent established among said 
Indians and people of colour, and to those rights which indivi- 
duals and families may have acquired by virtue of a possession 
and improvement; and the partition and apportionment so 
made, being recorded in the registry of deeds for said county, 
shall be valid and effectual to vest in said Indians and people of 
colour a fee simple in their respective shares : Provided al- 
waysj That any wood land, peat-land, mines, quarries, or clay-* 
pits, may continue to be held in common as heretofore, or may, 
at any time, be divided at the request of a majority of said 
Indians and people of colour, by the guardian and overseers 
hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 2 Be it further enactedy That the Governor, with 
the advice and consent of the Council, shall appoint a good 
and discreet man, who is or may be appointed a justice of the 
peace, to be guardian of said Indians and people of colour, and 
he shall hold the office of guardian during the term of four 
years; and before entering upon the execution of the trust, 
shad give a bond to the judge of probate of Duke's county, in 
the penal sum of one thousand dollars, with a sufficient surety 
or sureties, conditioned for the faithful discharge of the trust 
sommitted to him. and the duties enjoined upon him. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That said Indians and people 
of colour shall, in the month of March or April annually, 
meet at such time and place as said guardian shall dii'ect, by a 
written notice, posted up at their meeting house or school 
house, seven days at least before the time of said meeting, 
which notice shall contam a list of the matters and things to be 
acted upon at said meeting ; and it shall be the duty of said 
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guardian to be present and preside in said meeting ; but in case j^fassadmsetli 
of. his unavoidable absence, said Indians and people of colour ^^^^* 
may choose a moderator, and may then proceed to choose a 
clerk, who shall be sworn before a justice of the peace, to keep 
a faithful record df all the votes passed in that and in all other 
town meetings of said Indians and people of colour, during 
the year, and until another clerk be chosen and sworn in his 
stead ; and the said Indians and people of colour may next 
proceed to choose two or more good men, either of the neigh- 
bouring white inhabitants, not proprietors of lands adjoining 
the lands of said Indians, or of the most sober, discreet, ana 
well educated of their own number, for overseers; and they 
may also choose a constable, field-driver, pound keeper and 
other town officers whom they may deem necessary, who shall 
be sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of their re- 
spective offices; and it shall be the duty of said constable, field- 
driver, pound-keeper, and other town officers, to carry into 
execution the laws of this Commonwealth, within the territory 
of said Indians and people of colour, as amply as the like of- 
ficers chosen by the several towns in this Commonwealth, are 
by law enabled to do within their respective towns. 

Sec. 4. JBe if further enacted^ That the following powers 
Itnd duties be vested in, and enjoined upon the said guardian : 
^st. To settle all accounts and controversies among the said 
Indians and people of colour, and between them and the neigh- 
bouring white inhabitants 2d. To institute, in his own name, 
or in the name of any Indian or person of colour, any action 
or actions for the recovery of any debt due, or other property 
belonging to said Indians and people of colour, or for any fraud 
or injury committed upon them or their property. 3d. To 
punish by fine, not exceeding twenty dollars, or by solitary 
imprisonment, not exceeding twenty days, any trespasses, 
bat^ries, larcenies under five dollars, gross lewdness, and lasci- 
vious behaviour, and disorderly and riotous conduct, and for 
the sale of spirituolis liquors within the territory, or on the 
lands of said Indians and people of colour; and said guardian 
or other justice of the peace may issue his warrant, directed to 
the constable of said Indians and people of colour, or other 
proper officer, to arrest and bring before him, any offender 
against the provision of this act; and after judgment, he may 
oi^der execution to be done by said constable or other proper 
officer; and if said guardian or other justice of the peace shall 
adjudge any ofiender to solitary imprisonment, such offender 
shall not, during the term of said imprisonment, be visited 
by, or allowed to speak with, any person other than the jailor, 
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MaMMhmetiB ^^ ^^^ guardian or justice of the peace, or such other (yersoft 
18S8. as said ^^uardian or justice of the peace shall specially authorize 

thereto; nor shall such offender be allowed any food or drink 
other than coar»e bread and water, unless sickness shall, in the 
opinion of a phybician, render other sustenance necessary ; and 
said guardian or other justice of tlie peace shall keep a fair re- 
cord pi' his proceedings; a id any person aggreived at the sen- 
tence given a^^ainst him by said guanUan or other justice of the 
peace, may appeal therefrom to the next court of common pleas 
to be holden in said county, according to the laws regulating the 
powers of justices of the peace in criminal cfl«as. 4th. To grant 
licenses to such of said Indians and people of colour as shall, 
by industry, sobriety, and correct conduct, entitle themselves to 
the privilege, to make contracts generally, and in particular to 
purchase real estate, in such quantity, and at such price, in case 
it be purchased of said Indians and people of colour, as said 
guardian an<l overseers may approve. 5th. To be treasurer of 
said Indians and people of colour 6th. To settle and adjust 
all accounts wi:h former guardians, and to receive from them 
any monies or other property belonging to said Indians and 
people of colour, and with ihe approbation of the overseers, tm 
pay any balance which may be justly due to said guardians. 
7ih. To keep accurate and regular accounts of all receipts and 
disbursements on account of said Indians and people of co« 
lour, and annually, on or before the last day of December, to 
file a copy thereof in the office of the Secretary of this Com- 
monwealth, for the inspection of his excellency the Governor;, 
and also a copy in the office of the judge uf probate of Duke's 
count> , for his inspection and approval : and at the annual 
meeting of said Indians and people of colour for the choice of 
officers, or any other town meeting which it shall be his duty 
to call at any time, on the request of th* overseers, he shall 
exhibit his said accounts, and if required, shah give explana- 
tions touching the same : and if said In<iians and people of co- 
lour shall be of opinion that said guardian has been guilty of any 
unfaithfulness or fraud in the execution of his said trust, they 
may represent the same to the judge of probate ^of Duke's 
county, who shall hear the partits, examine the case, and if 
he shall be of opinion that said representation is true, he shall 
lay the same before his excellency the Governor, who shall 
direct a suit to be insiituted in the name of the Commonwealth 
against said guardian on his said bond. 8th. To reserve such 
part uf the wages or profits of any voyage or voyages of said 
Indians and people of colour^ for the supjiort of their families^ 
' as the said guardiaa may think proper 3 and the master or 
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owners who shall employ said Indians and people of colour in Masnchukeiu 
any voyage or voyages, shall be holden to the due payment of ^*^« 
any sum or sums so reserved, and no payment made to said 
Indians or persons of colour by such master or owners, shall 
be a bar to the recovery of any sum or sums so reserved. 
Sth. To lease out any common lands, mines, quarries, clay -pits, 
fisheries, or other common property, and to receive, to the use 
of said Indians and people of colour, the rents and profits 
thereof. 10th. To remove all strangers and intruders, who 
shall, without right, enter and reside upon the lands of said In- 
dians and people of colour; and every person so entering and 
residing, who shall refuse, on the request of said guardian, to 
withdraw from the same, shall be removed, together with his 
or her family from said lands, by a warrant to be issued by the 
guardian or any justice of the peace, on the complaint of the 
overseers; and if the person so removed, shall return with in- 
tent to reside, he shall, on conviction thereof, before any jus- 
tice of the peace, be punished by fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding twenty days. 11th. 
To bind out to service, for a term not exceeding one year, if 
the service is to be performed on land, and the term of one 
voyage, if the service is to be performed at sea, habitual 
drunkards, vagabonds and idlers, and the earnings of such 
persons to receive and apply to the support of his or her fa- 
mily, or to the use of said Indians and people of colour gene- 
rally, as said guardian and overseers may think proper. 12th, 
To bind out poor children with the consent of the overseers, 
according to the laws of this Commonwealth. 13th. To pro- 
secute any person who shall sell to said Indians and people of 
colour any spirituous liquor, contrary to law. 14th. To enter 
upon, or, with the approbation of the court of common pleas 
in Duke's county, in the name of the Commonwealth, to insti- 
tute suits to recover any lands, tenements or hereditaments 
taken or detained from any Indians and people of colour ia 
said county, by means of abatement, intrusion, disseizen, de- 
forcement, fraud, or by colour of any gift, grant, bargain or 
sale by said Indians or people of colour, or their guardians, in 
contravention of the laws of this Commonwealth; and said 
lands, tenements or hereditaments, when recovered by said 
guardian, may be sold at public vendue, ten days notice thereof 
being first given, by posting up the same at some public placo 
in the town of Edgartown; and the proceeds of such sale 
shall be paid over in sums at the discretion of said guardian 
and overseers, to the person or persons who are lawfully enti- 
tled to the same, and in default of such persons, into the Trea- 

5 
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IIusaohaaettB sury of the ComiiiODwealthy to be invested in such manner as 
isst. the Treasurer of the Commonwealth shall deem best, and ity 

form, together with such additions as may from time to time 
be made thereto, a permanent fund for the support of Indian '- 
schools and paupers, to be called the Indian School and Pauper 
Fund. 15th. To disburse monies to saicl Indians and people 
of colour, according to the votes of said guardian and overseers 
in those cases where a joint vote is by this act required, and 
according to the best of his judgment and discretion in all 
other cases, he keeping, and annually rendering an accurate 
account of the same, as hereinbefore provided. 16th. To re- 
turn to the office of the judge of probate of Duke's county, 
and to that of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, as soon as 
may be practicable after his appointment, and as often after* 
wards as he may be required, complete inventories of all the 
property, real and personal, belonging to the Indians over 
whom he shall be appointed. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted y That the following powers 
and duties be, and they hereby are, \ested in and enjoined ' 
upon the said guardian and overseers jointly. ^Ist. To regu- 
late the police of said Indians and people of colour. 2d. To 
assess and levy taxes, which shall be collected by the constable 
of said Indians and people of colour, in pursuance of a warrant 
from said guardian. 3d. To provide for the instruction of 
youth, and to determine the appropriations for that purpoi^e, 
to employ instructors, to visit and examine the schools. 4th. 
To provide for the support of the poor. 5th. To perambulate 
the lines between the lands of said Indians and people of co- 
lour, and the towns which join thereon. 6ih. To prohibit, as 
far as they shall think proper, the intercourse between said In- 
dians and people of colour, and persons belonging to any 
whaling or other ship, fishing boat or any other water craft 
whatsoever; and for this purpose, to commission, employ, and 
pay as many constables as they may deem necessary to enforce 
such order as they may establish in this behalf. 

Sec, 6. Be it further ^nacted^ I'hat said Indians and peo- 
ple of colour shall not be capable ol alienating, by deed or 
otherwise, their lands, or any part thereof, except in cases in 
which authority for that purpose is given by this act, nor shall 
the same be subject to attachment by writ, or in execution is- 
sued on any demand or judgment against the proprietors 
thereof. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted. That from and after the 
passing of this act, no promise made, nor contract entered into, 
by any of said Indians and people of colour^ shall be valid in 



35 

hWf unless the same shall be made or entered into with the MumAamm 
^written consent of said guardian; and no action hereafter ^^^ 
brought upon any promise or contract made or entered into 
. 'Jii without such written consent, shall be sustained in any court 
of Jaw : nor shall any action in which any of said Indians or 
people of colour shall be plaintiffs, be sustained, unless the 
original writ be endorsed by said guardian; and this act may 
be given in evidence in all such actions under the general issue : 
JPrfjvided alwaffSy That nothing contained in this section shall 
be construed to exempt any person or persons to whom license 
may have been granted under the fourth section of this act, 
from sueing and being sued, pleading atid being impleaded ia 
any court, in the same manner as the citizens of this Common* 
wealth 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted^ That said guardian shall 
give written information to all taverners and retailers within 
said county, of such Indians and people of colour as may be 
addicted to idleness, vagrancy, and the excessive drinking of 
spirituous liquors; and if any taverner or retailer shall, after 
the receipt of such information, sell any spirituous liquors to 
any Indian or person of colour, of whom he shall have been 
so informed as an idler, vagrant, or drunkard, then such ta- 
verner or retailer shall forfeit and pay for every offence the 
sum often dollars, to be recovered by action, or on complaint 
before any justice of the peace, and to be received by said 
guardian to the use of said Indians and people of colour. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enactedy That there shall be erected 
apd maintained by the guardian and overseers at the common 
expense, in such place on the lands of said Indians as said 
guardian and overseers shall direct, a pound, which shall be 
used for like purposes, and in like manner as town pounds 
may be by the laws of this Commonwealth. 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted^ That whenever any wo- 
man of said Indians and people of colour shall be delivered of 
a bastard child, or shall be pregnant of a child, which, if born 
alive, would be a bastard, the guardian or other justice of the 

Eeace, upon complaint against any man as the father of such 
astard child, shall proceed according to the act for the punish^ 
ment of fornication, and the maintenance of bastard children. 
Sec. \\* Be it further enactedy That this act shall be taken 
and construed to extend to the Indians and people of colour at 
Christiantown, whose lands shall be divided and apportioned 
by the said commissioners in the manner as is herein provided 
for the partition of lands at Chappequiddic, and as soon after 
the eempletion of that partition as may be practicable : and 
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^4PMoh«aetts said Indians and people of colour at Christiantown may choose 
lli^. their own overseers and other officers, and do all other things 

which, by this act, the Indians and people of colour at Chap- 
pequiddic may do ; and whenever the Indians and people of 
colour at Gay Head shall, by a vote in town meeting, accept 
this act, and shall transmit to his excellency the governor an 
attested copy of said vote, then his excellency may authorize 
said guardian to act as guardian of the Indians and people of 
colour at Gay Head, and may, upon their request, appoint 
suitable persons to make partition of the Indian lands at Gay 
Head, in the same manner as is herein provided for the parti- 
tion of lands at Chappequiddic and Christiantown. 

Sec. 12. Be it fun her enacted^ That there be allowed and 
paid to said guardian, out of the Treasury of the Commonwealth, 
the annual salary of one hundred dollars for his services as 
• guardian of the Indians and. people of colour at Chappequiddic 
and Christiantown : and if he shall be authorized by his excel- 
lency the Governor to act as guardian of the Indians and peo- 
ple of colour at Gay Head, then he shall receive such additional 
. sum, not exceeding one hundred dollars annually, as his ex- 
cellency the Governor, with the advice and consent of the 
Council, mjiy determine 

Sec. 13. Beit further enacted^ That all acts and |)arts of 
acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act, be, and the 
same hereby are repealed. \^March 10, 1828.] 



1829. 

An Act in addition to the act, entitled «* An act to set off to the patentees 
and other purchasers, certain lands on the island of Chappequiddic, in the 
county of Duke's county, and finally to adjust and determine all disputes 
between the said patentees and otlier purchasers and the Indians on said 
island, and to prevent cattle, horses, sheep, goats and swine from going 
at large on the said island at certiun seasons of the ye^." 

it3». Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepre- 

sentativesn in Generat Court assembled^ and by the authority 
vf the samey That the guardian of the Indians on the island 
of Chappequiddic, be, and he hereby is authorized to compel 
the patentees and other purchasers of lands on said island, or 
their heirs, to make and maintain the divisional fence, com- 
monly called the Indian line fence between the lands of said 
Indians and the lands of said patentees and other purchasers, 
and their heirs, in like manner, and under like penalties and 
forfeitures as are provided by said act, and the acts in addition 
tiiereto : Frovided^ That if it should happen thai said patent 
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tees and other proprietors, or their heirs, have not a clerl, then MtmtiianMr 
said guardian shall cause a notice to said patentees and other ^*^* 
purchasers, or their heirs, to make and repair their respective 
proportions of said fence, to be posted \fp in some puhlic and 
conspicuous place in the town of .Edgartown, in said county^ 
two months at least before he shall proceed to prosecute said 
patentees and other purchasers, or their heirs, to recover the 
forfeitures provided in the act to which this is an addition. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That any act or parts of any 
act inconsistent with the provisions herein contained^ be^ and 
the same hereby is repealed. {March 2, 1829.J 



CONNECTIClJT-1672* 

An Act for the well ordering of the Indians, in their several places and 

plantations. 

That some means may be used to convey the knowled^ of Conneetieat, 
God, and of his word, to the Indians and natives among us, *^^* 

Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council^ and Representor 
fives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ That one or more of the teaching Elders of the 
churches in this jurisdiction, with the help of an able interpre- 
ter, shall be desired, as often as he may, in every year, to go 
among the neighboring Indians, and endeavor to make known 
to them the councils of the Lord: thereby to draw and stir 
them up to direct and order all their ways and conversations 
according to the rules of his word : and the Governor and De- 
puty Governor, and other magistrates, are desired to take care 
and see the thing attended, and, with their own presence, so 
far as may be convenient, to encourage the same. 

%^nd it is further enacted, by the authority aforesaid^ 
That where any company of Indians do sit down near any 
town or English plantation, they shall declare who is their Sa- 
chem, or Chief; and that the said Sachem, or Chief, shall pay 
to the English such trespasses as shall be committer by any In-' 
dian or Indians in the said plantations adjoining, either by spoil- 
ing or killing of cattle or swine, either with guns, traps, dogs, 
or arrows, or by any other means, although they plead it was 
done by strangers, unless they can produce the party, and deli- ' 
ver him, or his goods, into the custody of the English; and that 
they shall pay double damage if it were done wittingly and 
voluntarily: the like engagement this Court also makes to them, 
in case of wrong oc injury done to them by the English, which 
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shall be paid by the party by whom it was done, if it can be 
l9f% made to appear, or else by the town in whose limits such fact* 

«re commitied. 

And to prevent inconveniences and troubles that may arise 
by the Indians coming into the English towns and plantations 
in the night season^ and supplying themselves with liquors and 
prohibited goods, 

// is fuTthtr enacted by the authority c^oresaid^ That all 
and every Indian and Indians that shall be found passing and re- 
passing in any town in this Colony, after the shutting in of the 
evening, (except he or they shall give sufficient reason that 
there was necessity thereof) shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
twenty shillings, wYi^r^oi fifteen shillings shall be to the 
county treasury, ^nAfive shillings to the complainer or com- 
plainers; or be whipt, not exceeding six stripes: any one as- 
sistant or justice of the peace, before whom any such com- 
plaint shall come, shall be, and is hereby, empowered to secure 
every such Indian or Indians, by committing them to prison, 
or setting a watch upon them, till he may hear and issue such 
eom plaints. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid^ 
That no person or persons whomsoever, shall, directly or in- 
directly, sell, truck, barter, give, or deliver, to any Indian, any 
strong beer, ale, cyder, perry, wine, rum, brandy, or other 
strong liquors, by what name or names soever called or known, 
on pain of forfeiting the sum of twenty shillings for every 
pint, and proportionable for any greater or lesser quantity so 
sold, trucked, bartered, given, or delivered, to any Indian, di- 
rectly or indirectly, as aforesaid, upon conviction thereof be- 
fore any assistant or justice of the peace, where the penalty 
doth not exceed ybr/y shillings, and if it exceed that sum, at 
the county court to be holden for the same county where the 
offence is committed; two-third parts of all such forfeitures to 
be to the county treasury, the remaining third part to him or 
them that shall prosecute the same by bill, plaint, or informa- 
tion: Provided, This act shall not be intended, or extend to 
restrain any act of charity for relieving any Indian {bona fide) 
in any sudden exigent of faintness, or sickness, not to exceed 
one or two drams^ or by the allowance of an assistant or justice 
of the peace. 

Jlnd it is further enacted, by the authority ({foresaid^ 
That every Indian or negro, servant or slave, that shall be con- 
victed of the breach of this law, shall be openly whipt, not 
exceediug ten stripes, unless the master of such servant or 
slave shall answer the law by paying his or her fine: and every 



39 

Indian coDvicted of drunkenness in the Colony, shall forfeit 
and pay the sum of ten shillings^ whereof one half shall be ^^^ 
to the complainer or complainers, and the other half to the 
County Treasury, where the offence is confmitted, or else be 
openly whipped, not exceeding ien stripes for one offence, 
as the assistant or justice of the peace^ before whom such con- 
Tiction is, shall determine. 

And for preventing of the breach of the Sabbath, by the In- 
dians within this Colony: 

It isjwrther enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That, if 
any Indian or Indians shall labour or play on the Sabbath day, 
within the limits of any English town, every such Indian, be- 
ing thereof duly convicted, shall pay a fine of Jive shilliyigSf 
whereof the one-half shall be to the complainer, the rest to the 
county treasury, or else set in the stocks one hour; any one 
assistant or justice of the peace to hear and determine the 
«ame. 

Jlnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That no Indian or Indians shall, at any time, pawaw, or per- 
form outward worship to false gods, or to the devil, witbia 
this Colony, on pain of forfeiting the sum of Jive pounds te 
the public treasury of this Colony, for every time any Indian 
or Indians shall be convicted of performing or doing the same. 

And if any person or persons, of the age of twenty years or 
upwards, shall, at any time, be present at any Indian play or 
pawawing, at any of their general meetings, every such per- 
son shall forfeit the sum of forty shittings; and if any persoa 
shall join in playing with any Indian or Indiaifs, or shall laj 
any wager with, or for, any Indian, about or concerning any 
such play or game, he shall forfeit and pay a fine of ten pounds; 
one moiety of these fines and forfeitures to be to the complainer, 
or compiainers, and the other moiety to the treasury of the 
eounty in which such offence is committed. 

And whereas, it is too manifest, that the Indians, notwith- 
standing all council and advice to the contrary, have committed, 
and still do proceed to commit murder, and kill one another, 
within the English plantations in this Colony, and take no 
course that such justice be executed on such malefactors as 
may take off the guilt of blood from the land : Whicb to pre- 
vent — 

It is further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That, if 
any Indian or Indians, within this Colony, shall wilfully and 
Tiolently fall Mpc|P any Indian or Indians, within this Colony, 
and upon the English land, (except it be such as they are at 
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OamieetiMit opcn War with) and murder him or them, and be thereof le- 
1678. gaily convicted, every such Indian and Indians shall suffer the 

pains of death : And if the Indians shall not do just execution 
upon such murderer, or murderers, speedily, the next as- 
sistant or justice of the \yeace shall, forthwith, cause him or 
them to be apprehended, and without bail or mainprize, com- 
mit him or them to the common gaol, there to be secured for a 
trial, at the next court of assistants. 

And to prevent damage that may come to Indians in their 
cornfields, by cattel belonging to the English — 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That, 
in each town in this Colony, where any Indians have any 
fenced fields, there shall be fence-viewers and apprizers, by 
- such town chosen and appointed, who shall be .sworn to view 
such Indian fence, anil to apprize sucti damage, as may or shall 
be done in the Indian corn, by any English cattle, horses, or 
swine, and the judgment or apprizement of such viewers and 
apprizers shall be duly performed and answered by the owners 
of such cattle, horses, and swine, to the Indian or Indians dam- 
nified; and the Indians having such fields, are hereby allowed 
to make pounds withm their said fields, to Impound and secure 
cattle, horses, and swine, tresfpassing upon them; and the said 
Indian or Indians impounding any cattle, horses, or swine, 
shall, forthwith, give notice thereof to the Selectmen of that 
town in which such their field is, and to the Selectmen of the 
two next towns adjacent, of what cattle, horses, and swine, 
are impounded by them; and if the owners do not redeem 
their cattle, horses, and swine, so impounded, within twenty- 
four hours after notice to them given of the same, that then the 
Selectmen of that town to which such cattle, horses, or swine 
do belong, shall make sale of them, as shall answer such da- 
mages done to such Indian or Indians, by such cattle, horses, 
or swine, as aforesaid. 

Jlnd it is further e?iacted by the authority afr/resaid^ That 
no person or persons in this Colony, whether inhabitants or 
other, shall buy, hire, or receive a gift or mortgage any parcel 
of land or lands, of any Indian or Indians for the future, ex- 
cept he or they do buy or receive the same for the use of the 
Colony^ or for some plantation or village, or with the allow- 
ance of the General Court of this Colony. 

And if any person or persons shall purchase or receive land 
of any Indian or Indians, contrary to the intent of this act, the 
person or persons so offending, shall forfeit to the public trea- 
sury of this Colony, the treble value of the linSFso purchased 



>• 



■■/'■ 

*•«*■ 



41 

or received ; and no interest or estate in any laAds in this Co- CijnneetiiMii^ 
lony, shall accrue to any such person or persons by force or ^^^^ 
▼irtue of such illegal lMa*gain, purchase, or receipt 

And upon consideration of the great inconvenience that doth 
«nsue the trusting the Indians with goods and commodities, 
which, if not prevented, is like to prove extremely prejudicial 
to the English, and destructive to the Indians, 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidj That no 
person shall be allowed or admitted to prosecute before any as- 
sistant or justice of the peace or court of judicature in this Co- 
lony, any action of debt or detinue for any goods sold, lent, or 
trusted out, to any Indian or Indians whomsoever. 

•Always provided, That this act shall not be understood op 
interpreted to debar any person from the benefit of law, for 
the recovery of any rent due to him from any Indian or In- 
dians, for land by him or them hired or improved. 



1717. 

* An Act concerning purshasers of native rights to land. 

This Assembly observing many difficulties and perplexities ijxr. 
arising in this Government, by r^^son of many purchases «f 
land made of Indian titles, without the preceding allowance or 
subsequent approbation of this Assembly: Which to remove, 

// is hereby enacted and declared by this •Assembly, and 
the authority thereof^ That all lands in this Government are 
holden of the King of Great Britain, as the lord of the fee,- 
and that no title to any lands in this Colony, can accrue by any 
purchase made of Indians, on pretence of their being native 
proprietors thereof, without the allowance and approbation of 
this Assembly. 

Jlnd it is hereby resolved^ That no conveyance of native 
ri^ht, or Indian title, withput the allowance or approbation of 
this Assembly, as aforesaid, shall be given in evidence of any 
man's title, or pleadable in any court. 

^nd further it is resolved. That (inasmuch as many such 
purchases have been made, and the persons who have so made 
them, or those who claim under them, may think they have hard 
measures, if they may not retain some considerable proportion 
thereof, or other lands in lieu thereof assigned to them,) John 
Hamlin, Esq. Mr. John Hooker, and Captain James Wads- 
worth, shall be a committee, or any two of them, by such 
ways and means as they shall think fit, to enquire into and gain 
a true understanding of all the claims aforesaid, and lay the tru^ 
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GoMDMiMit^ eiroumttaiices of all the said claims before the Assembly in Oc- 
lf|7. ^ tober next, with what they may understand may be to the sa* 
tisfaction of the claimers, either within the bound* of any town 
vitb the consent of the pitoprietors, op elsewhere, within the 
ungranted lands of this Colony, K^ther with their opinion 
thereon ; to this end, that tne said Assembly may settle this 
' / whole affair, and proceed to the settlement of all the undisposed 
lands in this Colony, in such manner as shall tlien be determin- 
ed^ that allfuture troubles about our settlements may be aroided. 



An Act for the more effectual weU ordering^ of tke In^ans, and for the 
. , brmging of them to the knowledgo of the gospel.— 1717. 

1717. Whereas, pursuant to an act of the Assembly, holden in 

Hartford on the ninth day of May, in the present year one 
thousand seven hundred and seventeen : The Governor and 
Council have laid before this Assembly several measures for 
bringing the Indians in this Colony to the knowledge of the 
gospel, which was the avowed design of those that obtained 
the patent for this corporation, to hold the land and govern- 
ment of the Colony : 

Upon consideration of which measures, the Governor and 
Company of this, his Ma^tie's colony, in General Court 
assembled* desirous of pursuing in the best manner the solemn 
professions of our predecessors, have enacted, 

$dnd a is hereby/ enacted by the Governor j Council, and 
SepresentativeSj in General Court assembled^ and by the 
authority qf the same. That care be taken annually, by the 
authority of each town, to convene th^ Indians inhabiting in 
each town, and acquaint them with the laws of the Government 
for punishing such immoraliues as they shall be guilty of, and 
n^ake them sensible that no exemption from the penalties of 
Mich laws lies (or them^ any more than for other his Majesty's 
subjects. 

And forasmuch as drunkenness and idleness may well be 
looked upon as amongst the strongest chains that hold them 
fatt in their ignorance of, and prejudices against, the religion 
of thie Gospel : 

JBe it enacted* thert/ore, by the authority aforesaid. That 
whosoever shall be convicted of selling any Indian strong 
drink, by the teMimony of any one witness, with other strong 
circumstances, or by the accusation of any Indian, (unless such 
accused person shall acquit himself by oath) shall incur the 
penalty of twenty shillings: any assistant or justice of the 
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peace to hear and determine the same. And in caae the aaid 
person ao convict, shall appeal to the County Court, thereupoa ^^^< 
trial had, and judiecinent given against the appellant, (from 
which no appeal shall be allowed) the said appellant riiall in* 
cur a further penalty, not exceedingybr/y ^AtV/iitj'^, nor under 
twenty $hil/ingSf to be laid by the said Court. And the pe*- 
nalties so incurred, shall be one-half to the .prosecutor or in* 
former, whether an Englishman or an Indian, and the other 
half to the treasury of the county where such person shall bi 
convict. And all grand jurymen sh^l take diligent care to . 
make presentment of any person or persons whom they shall 
know, or upon eood grounds have reason to suspect, have sold 
drink to any Indian, contrary to this or any other act provided 
against the same. 

^dnd it ia/urtherprovidedy That nothing in this act shall 
be taken to excuse any person whatsoever from any penal^ 
whatsoever, which he may incur by virtue of any other -lailr 
prohibiting selling of drink without license. 

And forasmuch as idleness appears to be a great obstructioB 
to the Indians receiving the gospel of truth, and it might very 
much conduce to their reformation, in that particular, if they 
were, by easy and agreeable methods, brought off from their 
pagan manner of living, and encouraged to make settlements 
in convenient places, in villages, after the English manner : 

// is hereby resolved^ That measures shall be used to form 
villages of the natives, wherein the several families of them 
should have suitable portions of land appropriated to them, so 
that the said portions shall descend from the father to his 
children, the more to encourage them to apply themselves to 
husbandry, and good diligence therein, for their support 

And whereas, there is a considerable tract of land in the 
township of New London, which is said ta be suitable and 
sufficient to make such a village, and upon which there are now 
living the largest number of Indians that live together in any 
one place in this Government, 

Be if therefatt enacted, That Nathan Gold, Esq. John 
Hamblin, Esq. Samuel Eells, Esq. Jona. Law, Esq. judges of 
the Superior Uourt, or any two or more of them, do make a 
view of said tract of land, visit the Indians living on it, take 
account of the number of their families and persons, of the 
quantity and quality of said land, with other circumstances 
hereof, in respect of «iy claims made thereto, or possessioa 
thereon, and lay a plan of the same before the General Couf^ 
for their further direction, that they may be the better enabled 
to proceed in formuag a village of the said Indians therep wai. 
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Cemectibnty bringing them to Such civil order, co-habitation, and industry, 
^^^^' as may facilitate the setting up the gospel ministry among them. 

And that they view, and make report of ail the land formerly 

sequestered to said Indians. 



1722. 



An Act for preTentmg trespasses on the lands of this Colony, by illegal pur- 
chases thereof from the Indians, passed by the General Court or Assembly 
of Connecticut, in New lAven. 

# 

' Whereas, this Assembly have been informed, that, notwith- 

i^2S?. standing the ancient laws of this Colony, some persons have 

pretended to purchase of Indians their rights as natives, of 
many considerable tracts of land l>ing within this Colony; 
and, although all such deeds, when obtained without tlie leave 
and consent of this Assembly, are, by the said law, declared 
to be, ipso JactOf void; yet, under colour of such deeds, 
persons unacquainted with the said laws may be imposed 
upon, deceived, and greatly wronged, as well a.< the settle- 
ment^ of such lands in plantations, pursuant to the end 
expressed in our charteri hindered: For the prevention 
whereof, 

jBe it enacted by the Oovemor^ Couhcil^ and Representa- 
^ivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ That whoever shall presume to purchase any lands 
within the bounds of this Colony, of any Indians whatsoever, 
without the leave of this Assembly hereafter had and obtained^ 
nnder colour and pretence of such Indians being the proprietors 
of said lands by a native right ; or shall> having purchased of 
any Indians, lands in such manner, without leave of this As- 
sembly first bad, or the confirmation of this Assembly after- 
wards obtained, presume to make any sale of, or any settle^ 
ments upon any lands so purchased, every person who shall in 
any such manner transgress, and be thereof convicted in the 
County Court or in the Superior Court of that county where 
«uch lands shall lie, shall incur the penalty of fifty pounds to 
the treasury of this Colony. And whatsoever person or per- 
sons shall sufier any wrongs by means of such sale or settle- 
ment as aforesaid, shall recover, in either of the said Courts, 
upon proof of such wrong by him sufiered, treble damages 
Against the person or jiersons so wronging of him. 
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IJk the editian of Laws of ConnecHcut of 1750.3 

An Act for preventing foreigners trading with and corrupting the Indians; 
and carrying on otber evil and dangerous deagns against tms Colony. 

Se it enacted by the Governory Council^ and Representa- coimeotioat^ 
iives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority o/^7iO. 
the samey That it shall not be lav^ful for any Frenchman, 
Dutchman^ or any subject or vassal of any foreign prince or 
State, to trade with an^ Indian or Indians within the limits of 
this Colony, either directly or indirectly, by themselves tor 
others, upon penalty of the forfeiture of such goods, wares, 
and vessels, as shall be found so trading, or traded, or the due 
Vrtlue thereof, upon due proof made of any goods, wares, or 
merchandises, traded, or, of any vessel belonging to any such 
foreigner so trading. 

And it shall be lawful for any person or persons, inhabiting 
within this Colony, to seize, or cause to be seized, any such 
goods, wares, or merchandise, so traded, or such vessels so 
trading with the I;idians, contrary to this act ; and to prosecute ' 
to condemnation thereof, in any court of record in this Colony; 
the one moiety whereof shall belong to the party seizing or 
causing to be seized, and prosecuting, and the other moiety to 
the public treasury of this Colony. 



An Act for well ordering and governing the Indians in this Colony, and se- 
curing iheiT interests and kinds therein— [ 1750. ] 

Whereas, the bringing the Indians in this land to the know- .. 
ledge and obedience of the only true God and Saviour of 
mankind, and the Christian faith, as well as to a civil and 
peaceable behaviour, was one great end professed by the 
first settlers of this Colony, in obtaining the royal charter; 
which profession this * Court being always desirous in the 
best manner to pursue : Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council^ and Representa- 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of ^ 
the same. That the authority and selectmen of each town 
wherehi there are any Indians living or residing, shall take 
car^, and they are hereby directed, to endeavor to assemble 
^ and convene such Indians annually, and acquaint them with 
the laws of the Government made for punishing such immor- 
alities as they may be guilty of; and make them sensible that 
they are not exempted from the penalties of such laws, any 
more than his Majesty's other subjects in the Colony are. And 
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forasmuch is drunkenness and idleness may be looked up6n a# 
irsQi g^ great means of holding them in ignorance of, and prejudiced 

against, the truths of religion: Therefore, 

Be it furl her enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That no 
person or persons whatsoever, shall, directly or indirectly, sell^ 
truck, barter, give, or deliver to any Indian, any strong beei, 
ale, cyder, perry, wine, rum, brandy, or other strong or spiri- 
tuous liquors, by what name or names soever called or known, 
on pain of forfeiting the sum of ten shillings for every pin^ 
and proportionable for any greater or lesser quantities so sold, 
trucked, bartered, given, or delivered to any Indian, directly 
or indirectly, as aforesaid, upon conviction thereof before any 
court, assistant, or justice of the peace, proper to try the same : 
one half of which penalties shall be \p him or them, whether 
English or Indian, who shall inform and prosecute to effect; 
and the other half, where the case is tried before a single mi* 
nister of justice, to the town treasury ; but when tried before 
the county court, then to the county treasury of that county 
wherein such person shall be convicted. And all grand jury* 
men shall take diligent care to make inquiry after, and present 
all breaches of this act. And the testimony of one witnessi 
with other strong circumstances, on the accusation of an Indian, 
(unless the person accused will acquit himself upon oath) shall 
be accepted as evidence sufficient to convict a person of the 
breach of this act : Provided^ nevertheless j That nothing in 
this act shall be constructed to hinder or restrain any act of 
charity for relieving an Indian in any case of sickness or ne* 
eessity. And every Indian convicted of drunkenness in this 
Colony, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five shillings^ or else 
be openly whipped on the naked body, not exceeding ten 
stripes for one offence^; as the assistant or justice before whom 
such conviction is, shall, in his discretion, determine. And if 
any Indian or Indians shall labour or play on the Sabbath or 
Lord's day, within the limits of any town in this Colony, and 
be thereof duly convicted, every such Indian shall forfeit the 
sum of three shillings^ or else set in the stocks one hour, at the 
direction of the authority before whom the conviction is made. 

^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That if any Indian or Indians within this Colony, shall wnfiilly 
and violently fall upon any other Indian or Indians (except k 
be such as they are at open war with) and murder him or them, 
and be thereof legally convicted, every such murderer shall be > 
put to death. And if the Indian shall not do just execution 
upon such murderer or murderers speedily, the next assist^nt^ 
•r justice of the peace shall forthwith cause him or them to be 



^ 



47 

ipprehendedy and committed to the common jail, without bailee 
or mainprize; there to remain for a trial at the next Superior ^^^ 
Court, who are hereby empowered to hear and determine the 
case according to the laws of the Colony. 

And whereas, many of the Indians in this Government put 
out their children to the English, to be brought up by them; 
and many times the persons havin<( such children neglect to 
teach and instruct them in the principles of the Christian faith: 
Therefore, 

Be it further enacted by the authority a/oreaaid, That 
every person in this Colony that hath taken, or shall hereafter 
take, any Indian children of this or the neighbouring Govern- 
ments, into the care of their families, are hereby ordered to 
use their utmost endeavors to teach them to read English, and 
also to instruct them in the principles of the Christian faith, by 
catechising them» together with othei* proper methods. 

And the selectmen add grand juq>rs in the respective towns, 
jhall make diligent inquiry whether the Indian children that 
are, or may be put out, aa aforesaid, are, by their masters and 
mistresses that have the care of them, instructed and taught as 
iaforesaid. And if, upon inquiry, said oflScers shall find that 
any such master or mistress hath neglected their duty herein, 
after due warning given, such officers, or any two of them, 
shall inform the next assistant or justice of the peace thereof, 
who thereupon shall summon such master and mistress so in- 
formed against, to appear before him to answer thereto. And 
if, upon examination, it shall appear that such master or mis- 
tress hath neglected to teach and instruct any such Indian child 
or children put to them as aforesaid, they shall be fined at the 
discretion of said authority, not exceeding the suni of thirty 
shillings J to be to the use of the school in the town or society 
where the offender lives; and for every three months' neglect 
after that, shall suffer the same penalty as often as they shall be 
convicted thereof, for the use aforesaid. And to prevent fraud 
in getting Indians or their children bound out in service to 
the English, 

// is further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That no 
indenture made by any Indian, shall be accounted good in the 
law, except it be acknowledged before authority. 

JSe it further enacted In/ the authority aforesaid^ That no 
person shall be allowed or admitted to prosecute or recover 
before any court, assistant, or justice of the peace, any action 
of debt, or detinue, or of the case, for any goods sold, lent, or 
trusted out, to any Indian or Indians whatsoever: and every 
gun lent as aforesaid, to any Indian or Indians, shall be for- 
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Conneetkaty felted, one half to him that shall inforoi and pro^cute to ef-; 
1710. fgct^ and thte other half to the county treasury where such pro- 

secution shall be: Promded^ nothing in this act shall be under- 
stood to debar any person from the benefit of the law, for the 
recovery of any rent due to him, from any Indian or Indians, 
for land by him or jthem hired or improved. 

Jliid be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidy That 
no person or persons in this Colony, whether inhabitants or 
other, shall beg, hire, or receive, a gift or mortgage of any parcel 
of land or lands of any Indian or Indians for the future, except 
he or they do buy or receive the same for the use ot the Colo- 
ny, or for some plantation or village, or with the allowance of 
the General Court of this Colony. And if any person or per- 
sons shall purchase or receive land of any Indian or Indians, 
contrary to the intent of this act, the person or persons so of- 
fending, shall forfeit to the public treasury of the Colony, the 
treble value of the land so p|irchased or received. And no in- 
terest or estate of any land in this Colony, shall accrue to amy 
such person or persons, by force or virtue of such illegal 
bargain, purchase, or receipt. [This above paragraph, on the 
revisal of the laws, was enacted in October, one thousand se- 
ven hundred and two, to be in force from the first day of De- 
cember then next following.] And on consideration of the In- 
dians being ignorant of the English laws and custom about 
land, • . • 

// is further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That 
when and so often as any suit shall be brought by any Indian 
or Indians, for the recovery of any lands^ reserved by the In- 
dians for themselves, or sequestered for the use and benefit of 
the Indians, by order of this Assembly, or by any town, agree- 
able to the laws of this Colony, that the defendant or tenant 
shall not be admitted to plead in his defence, bis possession, or 
any way take benefit of the law, entituled " An act for the 
quieting mens' estates, and avoiding alj suits," made M^y the 
eighth, one thousand six hundred and eighty-four. And to 
prevent damage that may come to Indians in their corn fields, 
by creatures belonging to the English, 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid j That ia 
each town in this Colony, where any Indians have fenced 
fields, there shall be fence viewers and apprizers by such town 
chosen and appointed, who shall be sworn to view such Indian 
fence, and to apprize such damas^e as niay or shall be done in 
their corn fields by any Englishman's cattle, horses, or swine; 
and the judgment or apprizement of such viewers and ap- 
prizers shall be observed and duly performed, and answered bj . 
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the owners of i^uch cattle^ horses, and swine, to the Indian or Connectkif, 
Indians damnified. And the Indians having such field, are ^^^* 
hereby allowed to make pounds within their said fields, to im- 
pound and secure horses, cattle, and swine trespassing upon 
them. And the Indian or Indians impounding any cattle, 
horses or swine, shall forthwith give notice thereof J:o the se« 
lectmen of that town wherein such field is, and tu the selectmen 
of the two next adjacent towns, unless the owner is known^ 
in which case notice shall be given to the owner; and if the 
owner doth not redeem his creatures so impounded, by paying 
the damage sustained, within twenty-four hours after notice to 
them given of the same; or if no owner appear within three 
days after notice given to the selectmen as aforesaid, then, in 
each of those cases, the selectmen of that town wherein such 
field is, shall make sale of such creatures, or so many of them 
as shall answer the damages done by such creatures, and pay 
said damage therewith. 



180S. 



AN ACT for well ordering and governing t^e IncHans in tliis State, and se- 

cuirng their interest. 

JThough this act is printed in tliis edition as having been passed in tlie year 
1808, the publishers believe it was originally passed in 1750, but revised 
and re-enacted in lii08.] 

■ 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Governor and Council^ and 
House of jRepre^entativeSy in General Court assembled^ That^*^*' 
it shall be the duty of the civil authority and selectmen of 
such towns, wherein are any tribe of Indians, to take care 
that they be well acquainted with the laws of the State, made 
for punishing such immoralities as they may be guilty of; and 
make them sensible that they are liable to the penalties in case 
they transgress the laws. 

Sec. 2. And any Indian that shall be guilty of wilfully 
murdering any other Indian, shall be put to death, on being 
thereof convicted before the Superior Court. 

Sec 3. And every Indian that shall be convicted of drun- 
kenness, shall pay a fine of eighty-four cents, or be set in the 
stocks not exceeding two hours, nor less than one hour. 

Sec. 4. And every Indian that shall be convicted of profan- 
ing the Sabbath or Lord's day, by unnecessary labour or play, 
shall pay a fine of fifty cents, or sit in the stocks one hour, at 
the discretion of the authority before whom the conviction is. 
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CoBiieetieatf See. 5. And if any person shall sell or give any strong or 
180I* spirituous liquor to any Indian in this State, such person shall, 

for every such offence, pay a fine of one dollar and sixty-seven 
cents for every pint, and in proportion for any greater or lesser 
quantity of such liquor so sold or given to any Indian. And 
the accusation of an Indian, and other strong circumstances, 
shall be sufficient evidence to convict any person of the breach 
of this paragraph, unless the person accused shall acquit him or 
herself on oath : Providedy That nothing in this act shall be 
construed to hinder or restrain any act of charity for relieving 
any Indian in case of sickness or necessity. 

Sec. 6. That no indenture or contract made by any Indian 
for binding out any of their children, shall be valid in law, ex- 
cept approved by, and acknowledged before, an assistant or 
justice of the peace, which authority shall see that justice be 
done therein. 

Sec. 7. That it shall be the duty of every person who shall 
take an Indian child or children to bring up, to teach him or 
them to read; and also, to instruct them in the principles of 
the Christian religion, by catechising or otherwise. 

Sec 8. That any person who shall neglect his or her duty 
therein, and be thereof convicted, shall pay a fine not exceed- 
ing five dollars, on one conviction, at the discretion of the au- 
thority before whom the conviction is : and if such person shall 
continue to neglect to instruct such child or children (they being 
capable to learn) it shall be the duty of the selectmen, and they 
are hereby empowered, by and with the advice of an assistant 
or justice of the peace, to remove such child or children, and 
bind him or them to some other person, who will take proper 
care for their instruction as aforesaid. 

Sec. 9. That no judgment shall be rendered against any In- 
dian for any debt, or any contract, except for rentp of lands 
hired and occupied by such Indian. 

Sec. 10. Jlnd be it Jurther enacted. That no person or 
persons in this State, whether inhabitants or other, shall buy, 
hire, or receive a gift or mortgage of any parcel of land or 
lands of any Indian, fbr the future, except he or they do buy 
Cir receive the same for the use gf the State, or tor some plan- 
tatfon or village, and with the allowance of the General As- 
sembly of this State. 

Sec. 11. And if any person or persons shall purchase or re- 
ceive lands of any Indian or Indians, contrary to the intent of 
this act, the person or persons so offending, shall iorfeit to the 
public treasury of this State the treble value of the lands so 
purchased or received; and no interest or estate in any lands 
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in this State, shall accrue to any such person or persons^ by CvaMiint, 
force or virtue of such illegal bargain, purchase, or receipt ^'^' 

Sec. 12. It is further enacted^ That when, and so often as 
any suit shall be brought by any Indian or Indians, for the re- 
covery of any lands reserved by the Indians for themselves, or 
sequestered for the use and benefit of the Indians, by order of 
this Assembly, or by any town, agreeable to the laws of this 
State, that the defendant or tenant shall not be admitted to 
plead in his defence his possession, or any way take benefit of 
the law, entitled <' An act for the quieting men's estates, and 
avoiding of suits,^' made May the eighteenth, one thousand 
six hundred and eighty-four. 

Sec. 13. And to prevent damage that may come to Indians 
in their cornfields^ by crefttures belonging to other people, 

Bt it further enacted^ That in each town in this State 
where .any Indians have fenced fields, there shall be fence* 
viewers and appraisers by such town chosen and appointed, 
who shall be sworn to review such Indians' fence, and to ap* 
praise such damage as may or shall be done in their corn-fields 
by any cattlei horses, or swine; and the judgment and appraise- 
ment of such viewers or appraisers, shall be observed and duly 
performed, and answered by the owners of such cattle, horses^ 
and swine, to the Indian or Indians damnified. 
• Sec. 14. And any Indians having such fields, are hereby al- 
lowed to make pounds within their said fields, to impound and 
secure horses, cattle, and swine trespassing upon them. 

Sec. 15. 4nd the Indian or Indians impounding any cattle, 
horses, or swine, shall forthwith give notice thereof to the se- 
lectmen of that town, wherein such field is, and to the select- 
men of the two next adjacent towns, unless the owner is 
known, in which case, notice shall be given to the owner; 
and if the owner doth not redeem his creatures so impounded, 
by paying the damage sustained within twenty-four hours after 
notice to them given of the same; or if no owner appear within 
three days after notice given to the selectmen as aforesaid, 
then, in each of those cases, the selectmen of that town where- 
in such field is, shall make sale of such creatures, or so many 
of them as shall answer the damages done, by such creatures^ 
and pay said damage, and the charges therewith, and return 
the overplus, if any, to the owner. ,^ 

[MeviMcd and enaded in 1821.] 
An Act for the protection of Indians, and the preservation of their property. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepre- 1821. 
sentativeSf in General Assembly convened, That an overseer 
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Vonneoticut, shall be appointed to each trihe of Indians living within the 
^•**- limits of the State, by the county court, in the county in 

which such tribe resides, who shall have the care and manage- 
ment of their lands, and see that they are husbanded for the 
best interests of the Indians, and applied to their use and be- 
nefit. 

Sec. 2. The overseer of each tribe of Indians shall annually 
state and settle his account of the concerns of such tribe, with 
the county court in the county within which such tribe resides; 
and on failure thereof, or for any neglect of duty, such county 
court may remove him from office, and appoint another in his 
place; and such court may, at any time, call such overseer jto 
account. 

Sec. 3. If any person shall purchase, hire, or receive, by 
gift or mortgage, any land from any Indian or Indians, he 
shall forfeit treble the value of the land to the treasury of the 
State, and the bargain and conveyance shall be absoKitely void. 

Sec. 4. If any person shall sell or give any spirituous liquor 
to any Indian, he shall, for every such offence, pay a fine of 
tuH) dol/ars, to the use of the town where the oflfence is com- 
mitted, for every pint, and in the same proportion for every 
greater or less quantity : Provided^ That this shall not be 
construed to prevent or restrain any acts of charity for reliev- 
ing an Indian, in case of sickness or necessity. 

Sec. 5. No judgment shall be rendered against an Indian for 
any debt or any contract, except for rent of land hired and oc- 
cupied by such Indian. 

Sec. 6. In a suit brought by any Indian or Indians for the 
recovery of lands reserved by Iniians for themselves, or se- 
questered for their use by the General Assembly, or by any 
town, agreeably to law, the defendant shall not be permitted to 
avail himself of a possession for fifteen years, or more, to make 
9ut a title. 



RHODE ISLANrD.-1663. 

An Act for the preventing of illegal and clandestine purchases of the natire 

Indians in this Colony. 

Bhade Iiltiid* . ^^^*™"^'^ *s divers persons have made purchases of lands 
IK{3. 'in this Colony of the Indians, without the consent or approba- 

tion of the General Assembly, which manifestly tends to the 
defrauding and manifest injury of such native Indians^ as well 
as defeating the just rights of this Colony : 
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Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly^ and the Rhode Uaai^ 
authority of the samey That no person or persons, for the *^**' 
future, shall purchase any lands or islands within this Colony, 
of or from the native Indians within the same, but such only 
as are so allowed to do by the General Assembly, upon penalty 
of forfeiting all such lands or islands so purchased, to this Co- 
lony; and to pay for every such purchase by them so made, 
the sum of twenty pounds, as a fine to and for the use of the 
Colony: and all such purchases shall be esteemed and adjudged 
null, void, and of none effect. 



1696. 



An Act for preventing of any intrusion into the lands in the Narragansett 

country. 

Whereas, sundry persons have settled themselves and fami- 1696, 
lies in the Narragansett country, without any legal title to any 
land therein, and without the consent and approbation of the 
General Assembly of this Colony : for the preventing the ill 
consequences thereof, and the like intrusions for the future. 

Be it enacted by t/ie Genera/ Assembly ^ and by the au- 
thority of the same. That all possessions of any lands in the 
Narragansett country, obtained by intrusion, without the con- 
sent and approbation of the General Assembly, be deemed and 
adjudged illegal and void in law, and shall not give unto such 
possessors any right, title, interest, property, or claim therein, 
or thereunto ; and the assistants and justices of the peace of 
the county of Kingstown, westerly, and East Greenwich, shall 
return the names of all such persons that have intruded as 
aforesaid, (or that shall intrude thereon hereafter) to the Ge- 
neral Assembly, from time to time, that they may, in such le- 
gal manner as they shall think fit, order the removal of such 
intruders, and preserve the just rights of this Colony thereunto. 



^n Act prohibiting negroes and Indians from being abroad at unseasonable 
times ef night, and for punishing those that shall entertain them contrary 
hereto. 

Whereas, divers thefts and robberies have been committed isgg, 
in the night time by negroes and Indians, within this, as well 
as in, the government adjoining: for preventing whereof. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly j and by the au-^ 
ihority of the samCj That if any negroes or Indians, freemen 
or slaves^ shall b€ found abroad after nine o'clock at nighty at 
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Bh6«le laUnd^any time throughout the year, without a certificate from their 
109f. masters, or some other English person of the family to the 

which he, she, or they, belong, or some lawful excuse for the 
same, that then it shall and may be lawful for any person or 
persons to take, seize, and secure the same till next morning 
and then bring them before an assistant or justice of the peace 
of such town, who shall, upon due proof thereof cause said 
negro or negroes, Indian or Isidians, to be publicly whipped at 
the public whipping post of such town where such offence shall 
be committed, not exceeding fifteen stripes, unless their incor- 
rigible behaviour deserve more; and the persons so convicted, 
if freemen, shall pay the cl^arge of prosecution, &c. and if 
slaves, the owner or owners thereof shall pay the same; and 
if the owner or owners of any such slave or slaves shall refuse 
so to do, that then the assistant or justice, &c. shall grant forth 
a warrant of distress to a constible of said town, to distrain so 
much of his or their goods as will satisfy and pay the same. 



1718. 

An Act to prevent Indians being sued for debt 

i7if. Whereas, several persons in this Colony, out of wicked, co- 

vetous, and greedy designs, often draw Indians into their debt, 
and take unjust advantages of their inordinate love of rum and 
other strong liquors, by selling the same to them, or otherwise 
take advantages by selling them other goods at extravagant 
rates, upon trust, whereby said Indians have been impoverish- 
ed, to the dishonor of this Government: for the preventing 
tliereof for the future, . 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of this Colony j 
and it is hereby enacted^ That from and after the publication 
of this act, -no process shall be granted, nor suit be received 
or lie before any justice or justices of the peace, assistants of 
courts of trials in this Colony, against any Indian or Indians 
for debt^ to be made or contracted by such Indian or Indians, 
at any time or times after the publication hereof; and that no 
Indian shall be bound an apprentice or servant to any of his 
Majesty's subjects, without the consent, allowance, and ap- 
probation of two justices of peace of this Colony, and for good 
consideration therefor, and testified to, under the hands of such 
justices; any lavv, custom, or usage, to the contrary in any 
wise, notwithstanding. 
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1783. 

An Act confirmatory of the tenure of lands belonging to the Narragansett 
tribe of Indians, and for<other purposes therein mentioned. 

Whereas, the tenure of lands belon^ng to the Narragansett Rhode isUndi 
tribe of Indians in this State, is derived to them from their an- ^^^3. 
cestors, and depends upon tradition and usage among them- 
selves; and whereas, it is proper that said tenure should be 
secured to them by statute: 

Sec. 1. Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly^ 
and by the authority thereof it is enacted^ That said tenure, 
as evidenced by their tradition and usages, be, and hereby is, 
declared the legal tenure of said land, and be, and is hereby 
confirmed accordingly. 

Sec. 2. ndnd be it further enacted, That it shall not be 
lawful for any person whomsoever, except the members of 
said tribe, to cut down, take, or carry away from any of the 
lands belonging to said tribe, any tree, timber, or wood of any 
kind whatever, nor aid or assist therein; and if any persoa 
or persons shall commit any such trespass, he, she, or they, 
shall be liable to an action of quare cluusum f regit j to be 
commenced and prosecuted by and in the name of the treasurer 
of said tribe, for the time being, before any court competent 
to try the same; and if found guilty, shall pay four times the 
value of the trees, timber, or wood by him, her, or them so 
cut down, taken, or carried away as aforesaid, and double 
costs. 

Sec 3. •And be it further enacted^ That no writ or pro- 
cess at law shall be brought against the said tribe, or any indi- 
vidual thereof, for the recovery of any debt contracted subse- 
quently to the passing of this act ; that it shall be the duty 
of all courts and justices in the State, in case any such writ or 
process be brought, to dismiss the same, and adjudge double 
costs against the plaintiff. 



An Act to prevent impositions upon Indians of the Narragansett tribe. 

Whereas, it is represented unto this Assembly, that unjust ^j^^^ 
advantages are frequently taken of the Indians of the Narra- 
gansett tribe within this Statey by inducing them to sign and 
execute notes, bonds, and other instruments for the payment 
of money or delivery of articles, whereby they are often in- 
volved in the payment of large debts which are not bona fide 
due : to prevent which, 
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Bhode bitnd, Se it enacted by the General Assembly^ and by the au^ 
178J. tharity thereof it is enacted^ That in every action already 

brought, or which shall be brought, on any note, bond, or 
other instrument given or entered into by any of the said In- 
dians for the payment of money, or delivery of articles, proof 
shall be made of full and just value having been paid for the 
same, before jude^ment shall be made up by any court of law in 
favor of the person or persons bringing such action; and for 
want of such proofs such action shall be dismissed with cost 



1801. 



An Act to prevent impositions upon the Namg^ansett tribe of Indians, in the 

' sale of liquors. 

lion Be it enacted by the General •Assembly, and by the ati- 

thority thereof it is enacted^ That no person or persons 
shall sell to any of said tribe, or to any person of color inter- 
married with one of said tribe, any ardent spirits, wine, cider, 
or other intoxicating liquors, on credit; and that all contracts 
and securities made or given in consideration of a sale or sales 
of liquor as aforesaid, shall be utterly void and of no effect. 

Sec. 2. •^nd be it further enacted^ That no promissory 
note or other security or obligation made or executed by any 
of said tribe or persons of color connected with said tribe 
as aforesaid, shall be given in evidence in any court of law 
against the maker or makers thereof, unless the same shall be 
allowed and approved of in writing, by Enoch Crandall, the 
committee and treasurer of said tribe, or his successor in that 
ofiBce. 



1803. 

An Act relative to poor prisoners of the Narragansett tribe. 

1809^ Be it enacted by t^%e General Assembly^ and by the au- 

thority thereof it is enacted^ That any person of the Narra- 
gansett tribe of Indians, committed to gaol lor debt upon mesne 
process or execution, shall be considered as a poor prisoner 
within the true intent and meaning of the act, entitled '^An 
act to amend the act, entitled ' Vn act relating to bail oa 
mesne process in civil actions, and for the relief of poor pri- 
soners for debt,' " notwithstanding such prisoners may have 
estate, real or personal, in common with the said tribe, or 
otherwise, and shall be entitled to^ and may receive^ all the 
benefits and advantages of said act 



Sec. 2. Jind be it further enact ed^ That when any person Rliode Uaafib 
of said tribe shall remain' committed to gaol for debt, on mesne ^^^^ 
process or execution! fdr the term of one week or more, and 
the creditor or creditors of such person shall neglect or refuse 
to pay the gaol-keeper the sum of one dollar per week for the 
board of such person, the gaol-keeper shall and may have and 
maintain an action of the case against the creditor or creditors 
at whose suit or suits such persoi^has been or may be commit- 
ted, in which he shall recover of such creditor or creditors, for 
the board of such person, at and after the rate of one dollar 
per week, and in like manner shall and may recover for the 
further board of such person, as the same shall grow due; and 
that this act shall operate and be in force, in the cases of such 
poor prisoners as are now in gaol, as well as in cases of those 
-who shall hereafter be committed. 



1812. 



An Act to prerent tretpaitet upon the knds belonging to the KamguiseQL 

tnbe of Indians. 

Whereas, Augustas Harry, Gideon Nocake, Joseph Cum- |li|^ 
mock, Benjamin Seketer, and fohn Harry, members of the 
Council of the Narragansett tribe of Indians in Charleston^ 
have, in behalf of said tribe, by their petition, represented to . 
the General Assembly that great waste is committed on their 
lands, under leave given by the individuals of said tribe, and 
praying for legislative relief: 

Be it ther^ore enacted by the Creneral •Assembly f and by 
the authority thereof it is enacted^ That it shall not be lawfid 
for any person or persons whomsoever, except the members of "* 
the Narragansett tribe of Indians, to cut down, take or cany 
away from any of the lands belonging to said tribe, any tree^ 
timber, or wood, of any kind whatever, until the further order 
of the General Assembly, nor aid nor assist therein; and that 
if any person or persons shall commit any such trespass, he^ 
she, or they shall be liable to an action quare clausumf regit, 
to be commenced and prosecuted by and in the name of the 
treasurer of said tribe, for the time being, before any court 
competent to try the same; and if found guilty, shall pay four 
times the value of the trees, timber, or wood, by him, her, or 
them so cut down, taken, or carried away as aforesaid, and dou« 
Me cost ' 

S 
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[The fiillowing extracts are taken from a Digest of the laws of Hhode Islaiij* 
re-enacted and published in the year 1822. ] 

Ezbract from an act for the relief of poor persons imprisoned for debt. 

Btede Island, Sec. 2. Jind be it further enacted^ That any one of the 
isfs. Narragsmsett tribe of Indians, committed to jail for debt, 

upoa mesne process or execution, shall be considered as a poor 
prisoner within the true intent and meaning of this act, not- 
withstanding such prisoner may have estate, real or personal, 
in common with the said tribe, or otherwise; and shall be en- 
titled to, and may receive, all. the benefits and advantages 
hereof^ 



Extract from an act providing for the relief 8upp(»rt^ employment, and re- 
moval of the poor. 

1122. ^^' ^^' ^^^ ^ it further enacted^ That if any Indian of 

the Narragansett tribe shall reside in any town in this State, 
and shall become, or be likely to become, chargeable to such 
town, it shall be lawful for any one of the overseers of the 
poor, and the town-council of such town, to cause such Indian 
t» be removed to the said tribe, in the manner provided for the 
removal of paupers, by the eighth and tenth sections of this 
act, and there deliver him or her to the treasurer of said tribe, 
and leave an authentic copy of the order of removtd with the 
said treasurer; and if said treasurer shall refuse to accept such 
poor Indian, he shall forfeit the sum of twenty dollars, to be 
recovered in like manner, and for the same use as is provided 
in the said eighth section of this act : and if the treasurer of 
said tribe shall think the said tribe aggrieved at the determinft- 
tiott and order of the town-council for the removal of such 
poor Indian, it shall be lawful for him, in the behalf of said 
tribe, to appeal to the same court, and in the same manner as 
is provided in the ninth section of this act; and that the said 
court shall have the same power in the premises, as is there 
provided : and if any Indian who shall be sent out of any town, 
a^'eerably to this act, shall voluntarily return thither again, 
without leave first obtained of the town-council for so doing, 
he or she shall forfeit the same penalty, and be subject to the 
same punishment as is prescribed in the twelfth section of this 
act. 



^ I • 
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NEW UAMPSHIRE-ITIS. 

An Act to prevent and make void clandestine and iUegal purchatei of hndl 

from the Indians. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governor, New Hanp- 
Council f and Representatives^ in General ^Assembly con^^ ■hire— 1715. 
venedf and by the authority q/ the same^ That all deeds of 
bargain, sale, lease, release, or quit claim, titles, and convey- 
aDces whatsoever, of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
within this province, as well for term of years as forever, had, 
made, gotten, procured, or obtained from any Indian or In- 
dians, by any person or persons whatsoever, at any time or 
times since the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred, 
without the license or approbation of the General Assembly 
of this province; and all deeds of bargain and sale, titles, and 
conveyance whatsoever, of any lands within this province, 
which hereafter shall be had, made, obtained, gotten, or pro- 
cured, from any Indian or Indians, by any person or persons 
whatsoever, without the license, approbation, or allowance, of 
the General Assembly of this province for the same, shall be 
judged in Ihe law to be null, void, and of none effect, to all in- 
tents and purposes, as though they bad never been made. 

Sec. £. Jind be itfurtlwr enacted by the authority aforcr 
saidy That if anv person or persons whatsoever, shall, after 
the publication of this act, presume to make any purchase, or 
obtain any title from any Indian or Indians, for any lands, te- 
nements, or hereditaments within this province, contrary to 
the trne intent and meaning of this act, such person or persons 
so offending, and being thereof duly convicted in any of his 
Majesty's courts of record within this province, shall be pu- 
nished by fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court 
where the conviction shall be, not exceeding double of the 
value of the land so purchased, and not exceeding six months 
imprisonment 



MAIH&-1821* 

An Act for the regulation of the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy tribes of 

Indians. \ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Bqtresentatives Maiiis*-lS£i.. 
m Legislature assembledf That the Governor, by and with 
ihe advice of the Council, be, and he herebj is authorized and 
empowered td appoint, during pleasure, one or more, not ex* 
eeeding tiiree persons^ tp be agents for the Penobscot tribe of 
IndiuM* 
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Hd9o-*-lt£t. Sec. 2. Be it further enacted j That the Governor be, and. 
he hereby is authorized to appoint^ as aforesaid, one or more^ 
not exceeding three persons, to be agents for the Passamaquod- 
dy tribe of Indians. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted j That t)ie agent Qr agentf 
appointed as aforesaid, for the Penobscot tribe of Indians, shall 
provide, furnish, pay, and deliver, to the said Indians, for and 
on account of this State, all such articles, goods, provisions^ 
and moneys, as shall from time to time become due them by 
virtue of any treaty or agreement now existing, or that may 
hereafter exist between them and this State. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That the persons appointed 
agents for either of said tribes, as aforesaid, shall be sworn or 
affirmed to, and shall give bonds to the State, with sufficient 
surety or sureties, to the satisfaction of the Governor and 
Council, for the faithful discharge of (he trust reposed in them 
by this act, and shall have the care and management of their 
property, for the use and benefit of said Indians. And all 
contracts and bargains of every kind, relative to the sale or 
disposal of trees, timber, or grass, growing or being on said 
Indians' land, and all leases or other contracts relative to the 
improvement of lands which any person may obtain from said 
Indians, shall be void and of no effect, unless th6 same shall be 
- examined and approved by the person or persons acting as 
agents, as aforesaid. And no lease of land, or contrast for 
trees, timber, or grass, shall have effect for a longer term than 
one year; nor shall the agents for either of said tribes, sell or 
dispose of the trees or timber of said Indians, to an amount ex- 
ceeding five hundred dollars in any one year. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, Tha* the agent or agents for 
either of said tribes, in his or their tiames, and in said capa- 
city, may maintain any proper action or actions for any sum due 
any Indian or Indians of their respective tribes, or for any in- 
jury done to them or their property ; and all property or mo- 
ney received or recovered by said agents, in their said capaci- 
ty, shall be by them distributed among the Indians of the tribe 
for which they are agents, according to their usages, rights, 
and interest, or otherwise vested in such articles as shall be 
jaost useful to said Indians. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted. That the person or persons 
appointed agents, as aforesaid, shall keep a true record of their 
proceedings relative to the trust reposed in them by this act, 
and correct accounts of all receipts and expenditures of all 
moneys and other property that shall come to their hands as 
•uch agentsi and shall lay Xh% same before the Governor and 
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Council, for inspeetion and settlenx^nt, at least once in eTery Bli^ae— itti* 
year, and oftener, if required, who are hereby authorized to 
adjust and settle the same. 



1826« 



An additional act for the regtdatioii of the Penobscot and Passamaquodd^ 

tribes of Indians. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa^ ists. 
tives in Legislature assembled^ That the agent or agents of 
the Penobscot tribe of Indians be authorized, for the use of 
said tribe, to lease any of the islands belonging to any of the 
said tribe, for any term of years not exceeding twelve, and to 
sell and dispose of the burnt and decaying timber upon the two 
Indian townships on the west branch of Penobscot river, for 
the benefit of such tribe, as said agent or agents may think for 
their interests : Provided^ That such leases and sales, together 
with the terms and conditions of the same, be assented to by 
the Governor or Lieutenant Governor of the tribes, and ap- 
proved by the Governor of the State, any thing in the act to 
which this is additional, to the contrary notwithstanding; the said 
' agent or agents to be sworn, (or affirmed) and give bonds with 
surety, for the faithful performance of the trust hereby reposed 
in them, as required by the act to which this is. additional, and 
to keep a true record of their proceedings and accounts, to 
render and adjust the same, as required by said act. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the agent or agents of the Penobscot tribe of Indians, to place 
in the treasury of the State the avails of the leases and sales, 
as provided for in this act, subject to the order of the Governor 
and Council, whenever, in their opinion, the situation of said 
tribe require its appropriation for their benefit ; and all leases 
and sales on credit, shall be at the risk of said agents^ and ae*^ . 
counted for in money. 



NEW YORK-ITH. 

Constitution. 



And whereas, it is of gre^it importance to the safety of this Neir Tor^ 
State, that peace and amity with the Indians within the same ^<^^* 
be at all times supported and maintained : And whereas, the ' 
frauds too often practised towards the said Indians, in contracts 
made for their lands, have, in divers instances^ been productive 
•f dangerous discontents and animosities: 



Nmt York, Be it wdaintdy That no purchases or contracts for the sale 
^^^* ^ lands made since the fourteenth daj of October, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, or 
which may hereafter be made with any of the said Indians, 
within the limits of this State, shall be binding on the said In* 
dians, or deemed valid, unless made under the authority, and 
with the consent, of the Legislature of this State. 



1783, 

An Act for Indian affairs. 

VMS, Whereas, it is necessary that commissioners should be ap- 

pointed to manage Indian affairs within this State : 

Be it ther^ore enacted by the people of the State of New 
York represented in Senate and •Assembly, and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the same^ That it shall be lawful 
for the person administering the government of this State for 
the time being, by and with the advice and consent of the 
eouncil of appointment, to appoint three commissioners for In- 
<lian affairs within this State, with power and authority to, su- 
perintend the conduct and affairs of the Indians, and to perform 
such acts and things respecting them, as from time to time 
V shall be ordered and directed by the Legislature. 

And whereas, the Oneida and Tuscarora tribes inhabiting 
within this State, have been distinguished for their attachment 
to the cause of America, and have thereby entitled themselves 
to protection ; and the said tribes, by their humble petition, 
having prayed that their lands may be secured to them by the 
authority of the Legislature; and it being just that such a set- 
tlement should be made of the territorial claims of the said 
tribes, as will give them reasonable satisfaction and secure 
their future tranquillity : 

Sec. 2. Be it therefore further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid^ That it shall and may be lawful to and for the said 
commissioners, and they are hereby authorized aud required, to 
examine into and ascertain the claims of the said Oneida and 
Tuscarora tribes, and to devise such measures, and make and 
enter into such propositions and agreements, to secure their 
contentment and tranquillity, as to the said commissioners shall 
s^pear, just and proper : Provided^ always^ That no proposi- 
tion or agreement for the purposes aforesaid, shall be deemed 
to be conclusive^ until the same shall be reported tO; and rati- 
fied by, the Xtegislature. 



63 
1788. 

All Act to punish infractions of that article of the Constitution of thit Btktify 
prohibiting purchases of lands from the Indians^ witliout the authority and 
consent of the Legislature, and more effectually to provide against mtnh 
sions on the unappropriated lands of this Slate. 

Whereas, by the thirty -seventh section of the ConstitutioQrKev Toifc, 
of this State, reciting that it is of great importance to the ^'^^f 
safety of this State, that peace and amity with the Indians 
tvithin the same be at all times supported and maintained; and 
that the frauds too often practised towards the said Indians, in 
contracts made for their lands, haye^ in divers instances, been 
productive of dangerous discontents and animosities ; it is or- 
dained, that no purchases or contracts for the sale of lands^ 
made since the fourteenth day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five, or which mitfht thereafter be made 
with, or of the said Indians withm the limits of this State» 
shall be binding on the said Indians, or deemed valid, unless 
made under the authority, and with the consent of the Legis- 
lature of this State. In order, therefore, more effectually to 
provide against infractions of the Constitution in this respect^ 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of New 
York, represented in Senate and •Assembly, and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the same. That if any person 
shall hereafter, unless under the authority, and with the con- 
sent of the Legislature of this State, in any manner or form, 
or any terms whatsoever, purchase any lands within the limits 
of this State, or make contracts for the sale of lands within the 
limits of this State, with any Indian or Indians residing within 
the limits of this State, every person so purchasing, or so 
making a contract, shall be deemed to have offended against 
the people of this State, and shall, on conviction, forfeit one 
hundred pounds to the people of this State, and shall be further 
punished by fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court* 

2, t^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That every person who shall hereafter give, convey, se% de- 
mise, or otherwise dispose of, or offer to give, convey, selK de- 
mise, or otherwise dispose of any lands within the limits of 
this State, or any right, interest, part, or share, of or in any 
lands within the limits of this State, or intrude, or enter on, or 
take possession of, or settle on any lands within the limits of 
this State, pretending or claiming any right, title, or interest 
in such lands, by virtue, under colour, or in consequence of 
any purchase from, or contract for the sale of lands made with 
any such Indian or Indians as aforesaid, at any time since the 
fourteenth day of October^ one thousand seven hundred and 
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l^ew Tbikf leTenty^fivey aird not under the authority, and with the consent 
^BM. of the Legislature of this State, every such person shall be 

deemed to have offended against the people of this State, and 
shall, on conviction, forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds to 
the people of this State, and be further plinished by fine and 
imprisonment, in the discretion of the court 

3. Jind be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That if any persons other than Indians, shall, after the passing 
of this act, take possession of, or intrude or settle on any of the 
waste or ungranted lands of this State, ly in^ eastward of the lands 
ceded by this State to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
and westward of the line or lines commonly called the Line of 
Property, agreed on between the Indians and the superinten- 
dent of Indian affairs, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-eight, every person so taking possession of, or in- 
truding or settling on any such waste or ungranted lands, 
within the limits aforesaid, shall be deemed as holding such 
lands by a foreign title, against the right and sovereignty of 
the people of this State ; and it shall and may be lawful for 
the person administering the government of this State for the 
time being, and it is hereby declared to be his duty to remove, 
or cause to be removed, from time to time, by such means, and 
in such manner as he shall Jud^c proper, all persons other than 
Indians, who shall so take possession of, or settle or intrude on 
any of the waste or ungranted lands of 'his State, within the 
limits aforesaid, and to cause the buildings or other improve- 
ments of such intruders on such lands, to be destroyed; and 
for that purpose, in his discretion, to order out any proportion 
of the militia from any part of this State, and such an occasion 
to be deemed an emergency, intended in the second section of 
the act, entitled '* An act to regulate the militia," passed the 
fourth day of April, 1786. And the detachments so from 
time to time to be ordered out, shall receive the same pay and 
rations, and be subject to the same rules and regulations, as is 
provMed in the said section of the said act. 

4. And for defraying the expenses of paying and subsisting 
the militia, so from time to time to be ordered out, and of the 
contingencies to arise in such services, Be it further enacted 
by the authority aforesaidj That it shall be lawful for ihe 
person administering the government of this State for the time 
being, from time to time, by warrant under his hand, to draw 
from the treasury of this State, i^uch sum and sums of monej 
as he shall deem necessary, not exceeding two thousand 
pounds : And the treasurer is hereby required, out of any 
monies he may have in the treasury, forthwith to answer everj 
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$uch warranty any other appropriation of the monies in the New T«rk> 
treasury, except appropriations to private persons in discharge ^^^ 
of contracts, notwithstanding. And every person to be ap-. 
pointed or intrusted by the person administering the govern- 
ment, with the expenditure of any of the said monies, shall 
be responsible to the people of this State for the respective 
expenditures, and shall account with the auditor of this State 
accordingly. 



1790. 



An Act more effectually to protect certain tribes of Indians residing^ within 

tnis State from frauds. 

Be it enacted by the peopk of the State of New Yorkj 1790. 
represented in Senate and •Assembly ^ and it is hereby enacts 
ed by the authority of the same^ That no person shall sue, 
prosecute, or maintain an action arising on a bond, bill, note^ 
promise, or other contract whatsoever, hereafter to be executed 
or made against any Indian residing t>n lands reserved to the 
Oneidas, Onondagas, oyCaj^ueas; and every person who shall 
sue or prosecute any such Indian contrary to this act^ shall be 
subject to pay treble costs to the party aggrieved : And this 
act is hereby declared to be a public act : Provided^ That this 
^ act shall not afiect any contracts to be made before the first day 
of July next 
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An Act for the rehef of the Indians residing in Brother-town and New 

Stockbridge. 

Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York, f^tnu 
presented in Senate and %dssemblyj and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same^ That it shall and may be law«> 
ful for the male Indians residing in I^rother-town and New 
Stockbridge, above the age of twenty-one years, on the first 
Tuesday in April next, and on the first Tuesday in April in 
every year thereafter, to meet together, and by plurality of 
votes to choose a clerk, whose business it shall be to preside 
and keep order at the said meetings, and toenterin a book such 
of the proceedings of the said meetings as are by this act di- 
rected. 

2. jind be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said Indians so assem- 
Ued^ to choose annually a person to be called a marshal^ whose' 

9 
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K«ir York, business shall be to execute the orders of the trustees hereafter 
irtl. to be chosen. 

3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said Indians so assem- 
bled, to choose annually three persons as trustees, to lay out 
such part of the lands in rtrother-town or New Stockbridge, 
for the separate improvement of the several families of Indians 
residing in Brother-town, as shall be deemed necessary by the 
said trustees so to be chosen. 

4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforemid^ 
That the said trustees shall lay out for each family a sufficient 
quantity of land for a separate improvement, and shall cause 
the bounds of each improvement to be properly marked and 
distinguished, and the description thereof to be entered in the 
clerk's book. 

5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That every person having a separate improvement so laid out 
to him by the said trustees, and entered in the said clerk's 
book, the same shall remain to such person and his family for 
improvement, and shall enable such person to maintain an ac- 
tion for any trespass which may be c(fmmitted by any white 
person or persons on the lands so laid out to him or her for im- 
provement, in any court having cognizance of the same. 

6. And be it further enacted by the authority a foresaid ^ 
That the said trustees so to be chosen by and with the consent 
of the Mayor of the city of Albany, for the time being, shall 
have liberty to lease out to any person or persons such quantity 
of the undivided lands in Brother-town or New Stockbridge, 
(and not laid out for improvement as aforesaid) as a majority 
of the votes at the said meeting shall agree on, not exceeding 
six hundred and forty acres, for any ter^ not exceeding twen- 
ty-one years, for the use of the inhabitants of Brother-town 
and New Stockbrid^re, the rents reserved to be applied by the 
said trustees and their successors, for the maintaining a minister 
and free school for the instruction of Indians, which said leases 
ahall be recorded in the clerk's book, 

7. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the said trustees and their successors are hereby autho- 
rized and empowered to bring actions for any trespass commit- 

. . ted by any white person, on any of the undivided lands in 

Brother-town or New Stockbridge, and not laid out for im- 
provement, or leased for the use of a minister and school as 
aforesaid. 

8. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it ahali and may be lawful^ on complaint of any Indian 
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against another Indian or Indians, (of a trespass, debt, or other New Torii^ 
matter or thing cognizable before a just ice of the peace) to ^^^» 
them the said trustees for the said trustees, by an order di* 
rected to the said marshal, to cause the parties to come before 
them with their witnesses, at such time and place as they shall 
appoint; and after hearing the parties and their witnesses, shall 
give such judgment as to them shall be deemed just and equi- * 
table : Provided^ the judgment in no cause shall exceed twenty 
shillings, and shall enter the same judgment in the clerk's 
book. 

9. ^^nd he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That if such judgment shall not be satisfied in forty days after 
the same is given, the said trustees shall order the said mar- 
shal to levy the amount thereof on the goods of the person 
against whom the judgment whall be so obtained, to be delivered 
to the person in whose favor the judgment was given, the said 
goods first to be appraised by the said trustees, and the over- 
plus, if any, after satisfying such judgment, to be returned to 
the person from whom they were taken. 

10. ^nd he it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid^ 
That any two of the said trustees shall be a quorum to transact 
any business enjoined on them by this act. 

1 1. Jlnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the act, entitled '^An act more efiectually to protect cer- 
tain tribes of Indians residing within this State, from frauds, 
passed 22d March, 1790, be, and the same is hereby extended 
to the Indians residing in Brother-town, and the Indians cahed 
the Stockbridge Indians. 



1792. 



An Act for the benefit of the Shinecock tiU)e of Indians, residing in Suffolk 

county.* 

Be it enacted by the people of the State of New Torkj re- 
presentedin Senate and Assembly^ and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the sa.me^ That it shall and may be lawful 
for the male Indians of twenty -one years of age and upwards, 
belonging to the Shinecock tribe in Suffolk county, to meet 
together on the first Tuesday in April next, and on the first 
Tuesday in April in every year thereafter, at the place for 
holding town meetings in the town of 'Southampton, and there 
by plurality of voices, to choose three persons belonging to 
the said tribe as trustees, who, by and with the consent of 
three justices of the peace residing next to the lauds of the 
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Kew York, Said Sbinecock tribe, are hereby authorized and empowered, 
irM. from time to time, to lease out so much of the said lands as 

ihey shall judge proper for the use of th6 said tribe, and for any 
term not exceeding three years, and to lay out and appropriate 
stich quantity of the said land to each family or individual, as 
shall be judged necessary for his or their improvement. 

2, ^nd be it further enacted by the authority ctforesaidy 
That it shall be the duty of the clerk of the town of South- 
ampton, annually to attend and preside at the meeting of the 
said Indians, for choosing the said trustees, and to enter in a 
book to be by him kept for that purpose, the names of the 
persons who shall be so chosen trustees as aforesaid. 

3. •^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That if any person or persons whomsoever, shall plough or 
otherwise improve any of the lands belonging to the said 
tribe, without the consent of a majority of the said trustees, 
and a majority of the said justices first had and obtained in 
writing, and entered in the book herein directed to be kept by 
the said clerk, such person or persons shall severally forfeit the 
sum of forty shillings for every acre so occupied, notwith- 
standing he or they may have obtained license to improve the 
said land, or any part thereof, from any Indian or Indians of 
the said tribe, other Ihan in manner aforesaid, and shall be sub- 
ject to pay such forfeiture to the said justices for the use of the 
said tribe, to be recovered with costs of suit, in their own 
names, in any court having cognizance of the same. 



An Act for the relief of the Indians residing in New Stockbridge and 

Brother-tow L. 

lygj^ 1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York^ 

represented in Senate and Assembly ^ and it is hereby enact^ 
ed by the authority of the%amef That it shall and may be 
lawful for the male Indians residing in, and being inhabitants 
of, New Stockbridge, above the age of twenty-one years, on 
the first Tuesday in May next, and on the first Tuesday of 
May in every year thereafter, during the continuance of this 
act, to meet together, and by a plurality of votes to choose a 
clerk, whose business shall be to preside at such meetings, and 
to enter into a book by him to be kept for that purpose, such 
proceedings of the said meetings as are by this act directed. 

2. •^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said Indians so assem- 
bled, to elect a person to be called a marshal, whose business it 



69 

shall be to execute the orders of the peace-makers hereinafter New York 
directed to be chosen. 1792. 

3. And be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said Indians so assem- 
bled, annually to choose three persons to be called peace- 
makers, whose business it shall be to lay out such parcel or 
parcels of land as shall be agreed on by a plurality of votes 
at any such meeting, for the separate improvement of each 
person or family, to be by the said peace-makers marked and 
described, and a description thereof made in writing by them, 
and delivered to the cierk, who is to enter the same in his said 
book. 

4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That each person having a separate improvement allotted to 
him or her as aforesaid, the same shall be and remain to such 
person or persons, and their legal represc^ntatives, without the 
power of alienation ; and the per>oir 01 persons so possessed, 
may bring and maintain an action for any trespass committed 
on such possession by any 'white man, inaian, or ady other 
person whomsoever. 

5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said peace-makers to 
bring actions in their own name for trespasses committed on 
any of the undivided lands in New Stockbridge aforesaid, and 
not by them allotted by particular persons as aforesaid, before 
any court of justice having cognizance of the same against any 
white person, Indian, or other person whomsoever. 

6i And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said peace-makers, on 
complaint made to them by any Indian being an inhabitant of 
the said towns, against any such inhabitant, for any trespass, 
debt or demand, the^said peace-makers shall direct the marshal 
to cause the parties to come before them with their witnesses, 
and after having heard them, shall give judgment according to 
the best of their understanding, and shall advise the parties to 
comply with their said judgment; but in case they, or either of 
them, shall neglect or refuse so to do, the said peace-makers 
shall then commit their said judgment to writing, and cause 
the same to be entered in the town book aforesaid; and the 
party in whose favor such judgment may be given, may re- 
cover the same as a judgment of record in any court having 
cognizance of the same: Provided^ That no such judgment 
shall exceed the sum of five pounds. 

7. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said peace-makers, as 



.-1. 



^ 



««P«K" 



70 



1791 



often as they shall jiid&;e necessary, to call a meeting of the 
said inhabitants, at such time and place as they shall direct, for 
the purpose of determining on the laying out of the lands for 
separate improvements, or any other business which they may 
judge necessary, in pursuance of this act. 

8. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidy 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said inhabitants, at any 
of their said public meetings, by a majority of votes, to admit 
any Indian or Indians of any other tribe or nation to become 
an inhabitant or inhabitants of the said town, to enjoy equal 
privileges with the other Indians of the same town, the votes 
respecting the admission of such person or persons^ to be first 
entered in the clerk's book. 

9. w^/irf be it flirt her enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawiul for any inhabitant having lands 
allotted to him or her as aforesaid, to sell the improvement 
thereof to any other Indian or Indians, and his or her assigns, 
being Indians of the said town, which sales shall be entered ia 
the clerk's book of the said town. 

10. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the said peace-makers shall lay out such roads or high- 
ways in the said town as a majority of the inhabitants at any 
of their public meetings shall direct; and to order such 6f the 
inhabitants of the said town, and so many of them, from tiofie 
to time, to work on the roads or highways, and for so many 
days as shall be directed by a majority as aforesaid at a public 
meeting. 

11. And be it further enacted by the. authority aforesaid^ 
That any two of the said peace-makers shall be a quorum to 
transact any business enjoined on them by this act. 

12. And be it further enacted by the authority ({foresaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said inhabitants of Bro- 
ther-town, by a majority of votes, to adjourn their annual 
meetings, from time to time, as they may judge proper. 

■ 13. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall and may be lawful for such justice of the peace of 
the county of Herkimer, as the inhabitants of New-Stock- * 
bridge shall invite, to preside at their first meeting to be held 
ia pursuance of this act. 

14 And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the act, entitled «' An act for the relief of the Indians re- 
siding in Brother-town and New-Stockbridgt^," so far as the 
same relates to the said Indians residing in New-Stockbridge, 
excepting the last clause, be, and the same is repealed. 
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15. Jind he it further enacted by the avthority aforesaid j New York, 

That it shalJ be, and it is hereby made the duty of his excel- ^^^ 
lency the Governor, by such ways and means as he shall judge 
proper, to remove all such white persons from Brother-town 
who reside and hold lands there by any lease or leases, or other 
title from any Indian or Indians, other than such leases as have 
been or hereafter shall be made in pursuance of the several 
laws of this State. 

16. •^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidy 
That the commissioners of the land office shall give the neces- 
sary directions for running out the bounds of Brother-town at 
the expense of this State. 



1801. 

An Act rel. t:ve to Indians. 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York^ isot. 
represented in Senate and ^^ssembfy^ That if any person, 
without the authority and consent of the Legislature of this 
State, shall, in any manner or form, or on any terms whatso- 
ever, purchase any lands within this State, of any Indian or 
Indians residing therein, or make any contract with any Indian 

or Indians for the sale of any lands within this State, or shall 
in any manner give, sell, demise, convey, or otherwise dis- 
pose of any such lands, or any interest therein, or offer so te 
do, or shall enter on or take possession of or settle on any^ 
such lands, by pretext or colour of any right or interest in the 
same^ in consequence of any such purchase or contract made 
since the fourteenth dav of October, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-five, and not with the authority and consent of the 
Legislature of this State, every such person shall, in every 
such case, be deemed guilty of a public offence, and shall, on 
conviction thereof before any court having cognizance of the 
same, forfeit and pay to the people of this State two hundred 
and fifty dollars, and be further punished by fine and imprison- 
ment, at the discretion of the court. 

2. And be it further enacted y That no person shall sue or 
maintain any action on any bond, bill, note, promise, or other 
contract hereafter to be made against any of the Indians called 
tlie Stockbridge Indians, nor against any Indian residing in 
Brother-town, or on any lands reserved to the Oneida, Onon- 
daga, or Cayuga Indians; and every person who shall sue or 

Erosecute any such action against any of the said Indians, shall 
d liable to pay treble costs to the party- grieved : Provided^ 
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Kew York, That this section shall not extend to any action or suit on any 
1801. contract made before the first day of Jiily^ in the year one 

thousand seven hundred and ninety. 

3. And be it further enacted^ That if any person shall 
sell to any Indian belonging to the Oneida^- Stockbridge, or 
Brother-town tribe, any rum, brandy, gin, or other ardent 
spirits within the counties of Oneida or Chenango, he shall be 
deemed guilty of a public offence, and on conviction thereof, 
be fined at the discretion of the court, not exceeding twenty 
dollars for one offence, and shall also forfeit the sum of five 
dollars for every such offence, to be recovered in an action of 
debt with costs in any court having cognizance thereof, by any 
one who wull sue for the same, the one half of which for- 
feiture to be paid to the prosecutor and the residue to the over- 
seers of the poor for the town in which such recovery shall 
he had for the use of the said poor; Provided^ That on the re- 
<)overy of sucli forfeiture the offender shall not be liable to any 
other or further prosecution for the said offence. 

4. And be it further enacted^ That if any person shall sell 
any rum, brandy, gin or other ardent spirits within the limits 
of the tract of land owned by the Muheconnuck or Stock- 
bridge Indians, or within the reservation lands of Oneida or 
Brothertown Indians, he shall forfeit twenty dollars for every 
such offence, to be recovered with costs in manner aforesaid, 
one half thereof- to be paid to the prosecutor and the residue 
to the district attorney of the district within which the said 
tribes of Indians reside, to be by him paid into the treasury 
of this state for the use of the tribe of Indians where such of- 
fence shall happen. 

5. And be it further enacted^ That no pawn taken of any 
Indian within this state for any spirituous liquor shall be retain- 
od by the person to whom such pawn shall be delivered, but 
the thing so pawned may be sued for and recovered with costs 
of suit by the Indian who may have deposited the same, before 
any court having cognizance thereof. 

6. And be it further enacted^ That it shall be lawful 
for the comptroller, on the order of the person administer •• 
ing the government of this State, to draw his warrant on 
the treasurer for the payment of such sums of money as shall 
from time to time be necessary for incidental charges attend- 
ing Indian affairs, not exceeding five hundred dollars in any 
one year; and it shall also be lawful for the person adminis- 
tering the government of this State, to appoint such persons 
as he shall see fit to provide for and entertain all Indians who 
may visit the seat of govjsrnment on any buisness^ and to 
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order the comptroller to draw his warrant on the treasurer for NewToik, 
such sum or sums of money to defray the expense of entertain- ^*^l* 
ing such Indians in favor of such persons as he shall direct, not 
exceeding in any one year the sum of one thousand dollars. 

7. Jtnd be it further enacted^ That all the agreements 
and stipulations heretofore made by agents appointed on the be** 
haif of this state with the Oneida, Onondaga and Cayuga tribes 
of Indians, and the Indians called the St Regis Indians re* 
spectivelyi as contained in certan articles of agreements bearing 
date respectively on the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth days 
of July and the fifteenth day of September, in the year of one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and in a treaty made 
with the said Oneida Indians on the first day of June, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and in a 
treaty made with the said St. Regis Indians on the twenty* 
third day of May« in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninty-six, and which are filed in the ofiice of the secretary of 
this state, shall be and hereby are ratified and confirmed. 

8. •dnd be it fvrther enacted. That the treasurer of this 
state shall annually on the warrant of the comptroller pay to 
the order of the person administering the government of this 
state, out of any monies in the treasury, the following sums^ 
to wit: The sum of four thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
nine dollars and twenty-eight cents for the use of the Oneida 
tribe of Indians, the further sum of two thousand dollars for 
the. use of the Onondaga tribe of Indians, the further sum of 
two thousand three hundred dollars for the use of the Cayuga 
tribe of Indians, and the further sum of fifty dollars for the use 
of the posterity of the Cayuga chief Fish Carrier, being the 
annuities to be paid to the said tribes and the posterity of the 
said Fish Carrier respectively, and in lieu of ail former annu* 
ities in conformity to the said articles and the said treaty 
with the Oneida Indians, which said annuities shall be paid 
on the first day of June in every year at. the several places 
specified in the said articles and treaty for that purpose at the 
expense of this state, and the person administering the govern*- 
ment of this state is hereby authorized to cause the said an- 
nuities to be paid in such manner and by such persons as he 
shall think proper, and as may be most agreeable to the said In- 
dians and the least expensive to this state, and for that purpose 
be may direct the surveyor-general to perform the service, or 
make such arrangements or contracts with any other persons 
relative thereto as he may jud^e proper; Provided however^ 
That such part of each of the said annuities as the person ad- 
ministering the government of this state shall in his discretion 
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New Torky for that purpose direct, shall be first appro])riated to the support 
1801. of the public school, if any, instituted within the limits assigned 

to the same tribes respectively, in which Indian children shall 
be taught, and that the monies so appropriated for the support of 
public schools within the said Oneida tribe, shall be di^)tributed 
in such manner as that the several villages of the said Oneida 
tribe may as near as may be equally enjoy the benefit thereof. 

9. And he it further enactedy That the tract of land of six 
miles square confirmed by the Oneida Indians to the Stdckbridge 
Indians by the treaty held at Fort Stanwix, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, shall be called New- 
Stockbridge, and be and remain to the said StoGkbrid£:e Indians 
and their posterity for ever, but without any power of alienation 
of ri^ht of leasing or disposing of the same or any part thereof. 

10. •^nd be it further enacted^ That it shall be lawful for the 
male Indians residing in New Stockbridge, and above the age of 
twenty -one years, on ihe first Tuesday of May in every year, 
to meet together in New Stockbridge aforesaid, and by a plu- 
rality of votes to elect one clerk, and one person to be called 
a marshal, and three persons to be called peace-inakers ; and it 
shall be the duty of the said clerk to preside at such meetings, 
and to enter in a book to be by him provided for that purpose, 
the proceedings of the said meetings, and of the said peace- 
majkers, as by this act directed; and it shall be the duty of the 
said marshal to execute the orders of the said peace-makeri 
made in pursuance of this act. 

11. *dnd be it further enacted^ That it shall be lawful for 
the said peace-makers, as often as they shall judge it necessary, 
to call a special meeting of the said Indians being of the age 
aforesaid, and residing in New Stockbridge, at such times and 
places as they shall direct, for any of the purposes directed by 
this act. 

1 1. Jind be it further enacted^ That it shall be lawful for the 
Indians in New Stockbridge, entitled to vote at such meetings, 
by a plurality of votes at any of the said meetings, to deter« 
mine on the laying out of their said lands for separate improve- 
ments, and also to make such bye-laws as they shall judge ne- 
cessary for the improvement of their common lands, laying 
out and working on highways, regulating fences, and the tres- 
passing of cattle, under such penalties as they shall direct, and 
not exceeding three dollars for one ofience, to be recovered by 
aay of the said Indians who will sue for the same in the manner 
hereifis^ter }H*escribed; and also to admit any Indian of any 
other tribe or nation to become an inhabitant of New Stock- 
t^ridge, and to enjoy with them equal privil^es therein; but 
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all theyotes respecting the admission of any such Indian, shall ISew York, 
be entered in the clerk^s book aforesaid. ^*^' 

13. ^nd be it further enactedy That it shall be the duty of 
the said pea.ce-makers to lay out such parcel or parcels of the said 
lands in New Stockbridge, as shall be agreed on at any such 
meeting as aforesaid, for the separate improvement of each per- 
son or family of the said Indians, which shall be marked out 
and described by the said peace-makers, and a description 
thereof in writing delivered by them to the said clerk, who 
shall enter the same in the said book; and every parcel of land 
so allotted to any person, shall be and remain to such person 
and his legal representatives, but without the power of aliena- 
tion, except that such person or his representatives may sell 
the improvement thereof to any other of the Indians residing 
in New Stockbridge, his or their assigns, which sales shall be 
entered by the said clerk in the book aforesaid, and every per- 
son entitled to and possessed of any such parcel of land, may 
bring and maintain an action for any trespass committed there-^ 
on by any white person, Indian, or any other person. 

14. And he it further enacted^ That all C'ntracts made, or 
hereafter to be made, by one Indian with another, relative to 
any undivided land in New Stockbridge, are hereby declared 
to be void; and it shall be lawful fur the said peace-makers to 
bring actions in their own names, for trespasses committed by 
any white person, Indian, or any other person, on any of the 
said undivided lands, in any court having cognizance thereof; 
and if any white person shall enter upon any of the said lands, 
whether the same be allotted to any individuals as aforesaid, or 
remain undivided, and shall- cut down any timber, or occupy 
or improve the same without the consent of the said peace- 
makers, every such person shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
twenty-five dollars for every such offence, to be recovered by 
the said peace-makers in their own names, with costs, in any 
court having cognizance thereof, and to be paid by them as they 
shall deem most beneficial to the use of the said Indians. 

15. And be it further enactedy That it shall be the duty 
of the said peace-makers to lay out such roads and highways 
in New Stockbridge, and from time to time to order the inha- 
bitants to work the same, and for so many days as shall be di- 
rected by a majority of them at their said meetings. 

16. And be it further enacted. That it shall be lawful for 
the said peace-makers, on the complaint of any Indian being 
an inhabitant of New Stockbridge, against any other inhabi- 
tant thereof, for any trespass, debt, or demand, or for any of- 
fence whereby any penalty mentioned in the twelfth section of 
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New Toikt this act shall be iocurred, to direct the said marshal to cause the 
iSQl. parties to be brought before them with their witnesses, and to 

bear their attentions and proofs, and to determine the matters 
io controversy as shall appear to them to be just, and there- 
upon to advise the parties to comply with such determination; 
and in case the parties, or either of them, shall refuse so to doy 
the said peace-makers shall commit their determination to 
writing, and cause the same to be entered in the t^aid book to 
be kept by the said clerk; and the party in whose favor such 
determination shall be given, may recover the amount of the 
sum awarded thereby, an upon a judgment of record in any 
court having cognizance thereof; Provided^ That the sum so 
awarded, shall not exceed twelve dbllars and fifty cents. 

17. tdnd be it further enacted^ That the reverend John 
Serjeant, a missionary to the said Indians, shall have the like 
remedy for the recovery of any debt or demand against any of 
the said Indians in New Stockbridge, as such Indians are enti- 
tled to have against each other by the preceding section of 
this act • 

18. •^nd be it further enacted. That any two of the said 
peace-makers shall be competent to do and perform every mat- 
ter and *hing which the said peace-makers are authorized to do 
by this act 

19. Jlnd be it further enacted^ That the tract of land here- 
tofore set apart for the Indians called the New England In- 
dians, consisting of the tribes called the Mohegan^ Montockf 
Stomngtofij and Narragansett Indians, and the Pequots^ of 
Groton, and NehantickSy of Farmington, shall be and remain 
to the said Indians and their posterity, but without any power 
of alienation by the said Indians, or of leasing or disposing of 
the same^ or any part thereof; and the said tract shall be called 
Brothertowrii and shall be deemed part of the town of Paris, 
in the county of Oneida, for all purposes in the general execu- 
tion of the laws and the administration of justice in any of the 
courts of this State, and any proceeding incident thereto, ex- 
cept in eases provided for by this act 

SO. •And be it further enacted^ That the lots or parcels of land 
heretofore set apart in Brothertown, in pursuance of any former 
law of this State for the separate use of any of the said In- 
dians residing therein, shall continue to be separately held and 
enjoyed by such Indians, respectively; and it shall be lawful 
for the person administering the government of this state, by 
and with the advice and consent of the council of appointment, 
as often as may be necessary, to appoint and commission three 
or more superintendents of the affairs of the Brothertown In- 
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dians, who shall hold their office during the pleasure of the n«w York, 
said council: Provided^ That the superintendents already ap-^^i- 
pointed, shall continue to hold their respective offices during 
the pleasure of the said council; and the said superintendents, 
or the major part of them, on application to. them made by or 
on behalf of any particular Indian, shall have power to deter- 
mine whether such Indian be entitled to settle on the said lands, 
and if so, to assign to such Indian, at their ciscretion. a parti- 
cular lot or parcel of land for .that purpose; and it shall not be 
lawful for any Indian or Indian family, or other person, to take 
possession of any part of the said lands, unless the same be as- 
signed as aforesaid; and if any Indian to whom any part of the 
said lands hath been or shall be assigned as aforesaid, hath ne« 
glectedor shall neglect to take possession of the same within 
one year after becoming entitled thereto, or hath left, or shall 
leave, Brothertown for the space of one year, such Indian 
shall be deemed to have forfeited all right to the said land, 
and the said superintendents shall thereupon, at their discre- 
tion, assign the same to any other Indian then residing in, and 
entitled to, land in Brothertown. • 

21. And be it further enacted, That upon the death of any 
Indian residing in Brothertown, to whom any land hath been 
or shall be assigned as aforesaid, or who shall be entitled there- 
to, if such Indian shall die possessed thereof leaving issue, the 
same shall go to and be equally divided among such issue, if 
they are all in equal decree of kindred to the deceased; but if 
such Indian shall leave a child or children, and the issue of a 
deceased child or children, then such issue shall stand in the 
place of the parent, and take only such share as the parent 
would have taken if living, and the like division per stirpes 
shall be made among the descendants of such deceased Indian 
in the remotest degree; and if such Indian leave no issue, then 
the said land shall revert to the Brothertown Indians, and the 
said superintendents shall thereupon assign the same to some 
other Indian or Indians entitled thereto, as aforesaid : Provid- 
td however^ That the widow of the deceased shall, in all cases, 
have a right to contintse in the house her husband died pos- 
sessed of, during her widowhood, and the superintendents 
shall also assign to her so much of the said land of her hus* 
band, as they may think necessary. 

22. •Snd be it further enacted, That the treasurer of this 
state shall annually, on the first Monday of August in every 
year, pay out of any monies not otherwise appropriated, on the 
warrant of the comptroller, and to the order of the person ad- 
ministering the government of this State, the sum of two 



i.jjttt. 



78 

KewTorkf thousand one hundred and sixty dollars and seventy-nine cents^ 
1801. being the amount of the interest of the monies arising from 

the sales of land of the said Indians in Brolhertown, at the 
rate of six per cent., who shall cause so much thereof as he 
shall ,deem necessary for that purpose to be applied to the 
maintaining a school in Brothertown, for the education of In- 
dian children, and the remainder, after payment of the salary 
of the attorney hereinafter mentioned, to the use of the In- 
dians resident in Brothertown, a^ he shall judge most beneficial 
to them. 

23. And be it further enacted^ That it shall and may be 
lawful for any of the Indians entitled to, and residing on, lands iq 
Brothertown, and to whom land adjoining the public school 
has been granted, to sell and convey to the' peace-makers of 
Brothertown so much of their said land adjoining the said 
public school, as in the judgment of the said peace-makers 
may be sufficient for the use and accommodation of the master 
of the said school, for the time being, not exceeding twenty- 
five acres, for which such Indian or Indians shall be paid 
by the superintendents out of the annuity of the Brothertown 
Indians, such sum per acre as shall be agreed on by such In- 
dian or Indians and the said peace-makers, and approved 
of by the said superintendents; and the said land so to 
be purchased as aforesaid, shall be held hj the said peace-makers 
and their successors in trust for the sole use and accommoda- 
tio;i of such schoolmaster as shall from time to time be employ- 
ed in keeping the said public school. * 
See. 24. And he it further enacted^ That it shall he lawful 
for the person administering the government of this state as 
often as may be necessary, by and with the advice and consent 
of the council of appointment, to appoint and commission 
some proper person, learned in the law, to be the attorney of 
the said Indians, during the pleasure of the said council, but 
the person already appointed attorney as aforesaid shall con- 
tinue in office during the pleasure of the said council, and the 
said attorney shall, from time to time, advise and direct the said 
Indians residing in Brothertown, in the controversies among 
themselves and with any other person, and defend all actions 
brought against any of them by any white person, and com- 
mence and prosecute all such actions for them, or any of them» 
as he may find necessary or proper ; and in the prosecution- 
and defence of any such actions, he shall observe and pursue 
such advice and directions as shall be given him, if any, by 
the said superintendents, and shall receive as a compensation 
for his services and expenses in the premises^ the yearly salary 
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•f one hundred and twenty-five dollars, to be paid out of the Ntw York, 
said interest money. r i«w. 

25, fdnd be it further enacted^ That it shall be lawful for 
any Indian, whether male or female, to whom any of the said 
lands in Brothertown has been or shall be assi<2;ned as aforesaid, 
or who shall become entitled to the same, to sue and maintain 
actions of trespass, and to recover damages to his or her own 
use, for any trespass which shall be committed upon such land. 

26* ^nd be it further enacted j That it s^iall be lawful for 
the said attorney of the Brothertown Indians, to sue and main- 
tain actions of trespass in the name of the Brothertown In- 
disfns, for any trespass committed since the first day of Octo- 
ber, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, 
or which shall hereafter be committed upon any part of the 
said land set off for the said Indians^ and not assigned to any 
particular Indian or family; and the damages to be recovered 
in every such action, after deducting all expenses attending the 
recovery, shall be paid by the said attorney to the said super- 
intendents, to be by them applied to and for the relief anB" be- 
nefit of the Indians then residing in Brothertown. 

87. •/Ind be it further enacted^ That it shall be lawful for 
the said Indians residing in Brothertown, to cut timber on any 
part of the said tract set apart lor their use, whether the same 
be assigned to any particular Indian or family, or not, for the 
purpose of making or repairing highways and bridges within 
the same tract, and also to cut timber on any part of the said 
tract not assigned to any particular Indian or family, for the 
purpose of repairing their buildings and erecting others, but 
for no other purpose; and if any other person shall, at any 
time, cut or carry away any timber being upon any part of the 
said tract set apart for the said Indians, every such person shall 
be liable to an action of trespass for the same, notwithstanding 
any sale, lease or license from the said Indians, or any of thend; 
and if any such trespass be committed upon the land assigned 
to any particular Indian or family, and the person or persons 
entitled to the same, do not within thirty days thereafter re- 
quire the said attorney for the Brothertown Indians to com- 
mence and prosecute a suit tor the same, then the said attorney 
shall bring an action for the same in the same manner as if the 
trespass was done on some part of the said tract not assigned to 
any particular Indian or family; and the declaration in such 
ease, shall charge that the defendant broke and entered the 
close of the Brothertown Indians, and cut or carried awa^ the 
trees or timber there growing or being; and no plea or evi- 
dence that the place where such trespass was committed| had 
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New ToKk, been anif^ed to any particular Indian or family, nor any li- 
^^*' cense, or lelease, or af^ret- ment of any Indian or Indiana, shall 

be any bar to any such action; and the damages recovered in 
every such action, shall be applied in the same manner aa the 
damages recovered for trespasses on the parts of the said tract 
not assigned to any particular Indian or family. 

28. ^-ind ht it further tnacttdy That it shall be lawful for the 
person administering the government of this state, as often as 
may be necessary, by and with the advice and consent of the 
council of appointment, to appoint and commission five of the 
Indians residing in Brotheriown, to be keepers of the peace 
there, who shall hold their o£Sce during the pleasure of the 
said council : Provided^ That the keepers of the peace already 
appointed therein, shall continue to hold their o£Scea during 
the pleasure of the said council ; and the said keepers of the 
peace shall severally have power to keep the peace in Brother- 
town, and my three or more of them shall also have power to 
hold a court at the school-house, or at such other place in Bro* 
thertown as they shall appoint, on the first Monday in every 
month, and in such court to hear and determine all disputes 
and controversies between any persons residing in Brother- 
town aforesaid, concerning any debt, demand, or treapaai 
where the sum due or damages sustai-.ied, shall not exceed the 
sum of twelve dollars and fifty cents, and all actions for the 
recovery of the penalty of any bye-law to be made at any town 
meeting in Brothertown as hereinafter mentioned; and it shall 
be lawful for either of the said keepers of the peace, upon 
complaint made to him, to cause the person complained of to 
be summoned to appe<ir at the next court to be held at the 
school-house or other place appointed as aforesaid in Brother- 
town, to answer the complaint; and the said keepers of the 
peace, or the major part of them, shall, at such next court or 
other court to which the cause may be adjourned, hear and ex* 
amine the allegations and proofs of the parties, and make such 
order and decree between them as shall appear to (hem to be 
just; and if such order and decree be not peribrmed in one 
month thereafter, shall then cause the sum adjudged or decreed 
to either party to be levied by disitress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of the party who shall be adjudged or decreed to 
pay the same, together with such fees as are hereinafter allow- 
ed to the marsiial tor executing the process; but the said keep* 
ers of the peace shall not take any fees for their services; and 
it shall be lawful for the said keepers of the peace to adjourn 
any cause depending before them to the next court, whenever 
they shall find it necessary ; and if the defendant shall not be 
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personally summoned upon the process against hiniy and shall New Yorir, 
not appear at the return thereof, a new summons shall be issued; *'^*' 
but if he shall have been personally summoned, then the court 
may, at the return of the summons, proceed to hear and de- 
tennfne the cause whether the defendant appears or not, unless 
a reasonable excuse shall be offered, in which case they shall 
adjourn the cause to the next court; and the judgment of the 
said keepers of the peace, or of the major part of them, who 
shall attend upon the hearing of any cause, shall be conclusive 
between the parties. 

29. And he it further enacted^ That if any person shall be 
convicted of any trespass or offence against any by-law to be 
made as hereinafter mentioned, before the said keepers of the 

peace, or any three or more of them, and shall not have suf- < 

ficicnt goods or chattels to pay the damages or penalty, the 
keepers of the peace before whom such conviAion shall .be 
had, shall give a certificate thereof, setting forth that the de- 
fendant, naming him, is convicted of a trespass or breach oft 
by-law in Brothertovvn, and is adjudged to pay a certain sum 
of money for the same to the plaintiff, mentioning the sum and 
the plaintiff's name, and that the defendant hath not sufficient 
goods and chattels in Brothertown to pay the same, and upon 
producing such certificate to the attorney for the Brothertown 
Indians, and proving before him that the same was made or 
given by any three or more of the said keepers of the peace, 
the said attorney shall issue a warrant, directed to the sheriff of 
the county and to some or one of the constables of the said 
county residing near Broihertown, commanding the said con-^ 
stable or constables to take such defendant and convey him to 
the gaol of the said county, and there deliver him to the said 
sheriff, and commanding the said sheriff to receive him into 
the gaol and safely keep him there for the space of thirty 
days, unless he shall sooner pay the said sum of money, togei- 
ther with the fees for issuing and executing the said warranty 
which thirty days shall be computed from the tim^ the de- 
fendant shall be delivered to the slieriff or gaoler; and the said 
sheriff and his deputies, and every constable to whom such 
warrant shall be directed, are hereby required to execute the 
same; and all expenses of executing any such warrant, and of 
supporting any such prisoner in gaol, shall be paid by the said 
attorney of the Brothertown Indians, and the same shall be 
repaid to him by the said superintendents, out of the money 
belonging to the Brothertown Indians. 

30. And be it fur t tier enacted^ That it shall be lawful for 
the male inhabitants of Brothertown, of the age of twenty-one 
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jsf^w York, years and upwards, and they are hereby req^uired to ai^semble 
tlOi. together and hold town-meetings at the said school-house, on 

the first Tuesday of April in every year, at which meeting 
the senior keeper of the peace then present, shall presidet and 
then and there to elect one town clerk, two overseers of the 
poor, two marshals, and so many overseers of tlie highways as 
the majority' of the inhabitants so met, shall think necessary, 
who shall hold their respective offices fur one } ear, and until 
■others shall be chosen in their places; and if any of the of* 
ficers so chosen, shall refuse to seive, or shall die or remove 
out of the town, .or become incapable of serving before the 
next annual town meeting, then, and in every such case 
^ another or others shall be elected in his or their places, in the 

manner aforesaid, at a town meeting to be held for that pur- 
pose; and th%said inhabitants of Brothertown are hereby au* 
thorized, at their annual town meeting, or at any other town 
meeting to be held for that purpose from time to time, to 
make and establish such regulations and by-laws as the majority 
of them so met may think necessary and convenient for the 
better relief of the poor, and for binding out children whose 
parents are dead or absent, and for ascertaining what bridges 
and what part of any highway each of the overseers of the 
highways shall have the care of, and which of the inhabitants 
shall be obliged to work on the highway, and how many days 
each oX them shall work thereon, and for ascertaining the suf- 
ficiency of fences, and the times, places, and manner of pre- 
venting or permitting cattle, horses, sheep, and swine, or any 
of them to go at large, and for ascertaining damages done by 
trespasses, and for maintaining good order among themselves, 
and concerning any other matters relating to their own afiairs, 
and to impose such penalties on the o^enders against such regu- 
lations knd by-laws, or any of them, as the msyority of the in- 
habitants so met shall deem proper, not e^fceeding five dollars 
for any one ofience, to be recovered with costs by any inhabi- 
tant of Brothertown, who shall sue for the same, by action of 
debt before the said keepers of the peace, or any three of 
them, the one half of which penalty, when recovered, shall be 
for the use of the person who shall sue for the same, and he 
shall pay the other half to the overseers of the poor of Bro- 
thertown, to be by them applied to the relief of the poor; and 
that all such regulations and by-laws sha 1 be entered by the 
town clerk in a book to be provided for that purpose, and shall 
continue in force until revoked or altered by some subsequent 
town meeting; but no special town neeting shall be held for 
any purpose, unless notice thereof, signed by two or more of 
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the said keepers of the peace, to be fixed upon the door of the Neir-Toris, 
school-house in Brotheriown aforesaid, at least six days before ^*^'' 
the day of holding such town meeting. 

31. And be it further enacted^ That the said keepers of . 
the peace shall be commissioners of the highways in Brother- 
town, and they or the major part of them, shall. have power 
from time to time to alter any highway in Brothertown, and 
to lay out others as there may be occasion, and to direct 
how and when the same or any of them or any part thereof 
shall be made, mended or repaired: Provided always^ That 
all highways by them laid out shall be at least four rods wide^ 
and they shall cause a record thereof to be entered by the town 
clerk of Brothertown j and the said overseers of the highways 
shall cause the highways and bridges of which they shall be 
respectively chosen overseers to be repaired and made accord- 
ing to the directions of the said commissioners, and shall warn 
the inhabitants to work thereon whenever it shall be necessary, 
and shall superintend and direct the same. 

32. n^nd be it further enacted^ That the marshals to be 
chosen in Brothertown as aforesaid shall have the liKe pow- 
ers and authority there as constables of other towns in this 
state have by law in their towns, and shall be entitled to twelve 
and ait half cents for serving every summons, and twenty-five 
cents for serving an execution for any sum not exceeding two 
dollars and fifty cents, and at the rate of ten cents in the dollar 
for serving every execution for any sum above two dollars and 
fifty cents. 

33. And be it further enacted, That the said superintend- 
ents or the major part of them, or the said attorney of the 
Brothertown Indians if impowered by them for that purpose, 
shall from time to time settle all diii»putes and controversies be- 
tween the Brothertown Indians concerning their said lands, 
and determine all claims to any of the said lands^ and all dis- 
putes that may arise concerning the same upon the death of anj 
Indian entitled to any land in Brothertown, and their deter- 
mination shall be conclusive; and all determinations made hj 
them or the major part of them relating to the said land, shall 
be entered by the town clerk of Brothertown in a book to be 
provided for that purpose. 

Sec. 34. *:rnrf be it further ^nacted^ That the overseers of 
the poor of Brothertown, shall be guardians of the persona 
and property of all infants in the said town who shall not 
have any parents there to take care of them. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted^ That it shall not bf 
lawful for any Indian in Brothertown to sell any spirituous 



84 

New-Todl^ liquor without a license from the said superintendents, under 
i*W* the penalty of seven dollars and fiDy cents for every such 

offence, to be recovered before the said keepers of the peace 
or any three of them, the one half of such penalty shall be to 
the use of the Indian who shall sue for the same and the other 
half to the use of the poor of Brothertown. 

Sec. 36. And he it further enacted^ That the said town 
clerk in Brolhei'town shall from time to time be supplied by 
the said superintendents with such books and paper as may be 
necessary for the execution of the duties enjoinL'd on him by 
this act, and shall be paid by the said superiutendcnts annually 
such sum for his services as they shall deem adequate. 

Sec. 37. %find be it further eudded^ That it shall be law- 
ful for the male Indians above the age of twenty-one years 
belonging to the Shinecock tribe in Suffolk county, to meet 
together on the first Tuesday of April in every year, at the 
place for holding town meetings in the town of Southampton, 
and by plur^ility of voices annually to elect three persons be- 
longing to the said tribe as trustees, who by and with the consent 
of three justices of the peace residing next to the lands of the 
said tribe, are hereby authorized and impowered from time 
to time, to lease out so much of the said lands as they shall 
judge proper for the benefit of the said tribe, and for an/ term 
not exceeding three years, and to lay out and appropriate such 
quantity of the said lands to each individual or family of the 
said tribe as they shall judge proper and necessary for his or 
their improvement, and also to order and direct on what part 
of the said lands fire wood and timber may be cut by the said 
tribe for their use; and it shall be the duty of the clerk of the 
said town annually to attend and preside at such meeting of the 
said Indians, and to enter in a book by him to be kept for that 
purpose the names of the trustees to be chosen as aforesaid, 
and the proceedings of such trustees and justices ; and if any 
person shall occupy or use any of the said lands without the 
consent of a majority of the said trustees, and of a majority of 
such justices first obtained and entered in the said book, such 
person shall forfeit the sum of five dollars for every acre so 
used or occupied, and if any person belonging to the said tribe, 
shall cut any wood or timber on the said lands, without such 
4)rder and consent of the said trustees and justices first entered 
in the said book, such person shall forfeit the sum of ten dol- 
lars for each offence, which penalties shall be sued for^ and re- 
covered by such justices, in their own names, in any court 
having cognizance thereof with costs of suit^ for the use of 
tiie said tribe. 
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Sec. 38. And he it further enacted^ That the lands situate Nev Tork, 
in the county of Oneida, and heretofore granted to tne secre- **^** 
tary, the treasurer and the attorney-general of this state, and 
their successors in office, in trust for Peter Otsequette and his 
posterity, shall continue to be held by them in trust as afore- 
said, and they shall permit the issue of the said Poter Otse- 
quette who is now deceased, during their natural lives, and as 
long as any issue shall ren^ain, to occupy and improve for their 
benefit so much of the said lands, not already let out or leased 
by them to any other person, as the said trustees shall from 
time to time think necessary for that purpose; and it shall be 
lawful for the said trustees from time to time, to let out or lease 
any part of the said lands which shall be unoccupied or unim- 
proved as aforesaid, to any other persons upon such terms and 
conditions, and for such time, not exceeding twenty-one years 
or three lives, as the said trustees may think proper: Provided 
however^ That it shall not be lawful for the said trustees to 
make any lease in reversion of any part of the said lands, and 
the rent due or to become due upon any such lease alieady 
made or hereafter to be made, shall be paid into the treasury 
of this state, and npon the warrant of the comptroller, shall 
by the treasurer be paid to the district attorney, for the dis- 
trict in* which the children or issue of the said Peter Otse- 
quette reside, to be by him from time to time applied to the sup- 
port and education of the said children or issue in such manner 
as shall appear to be most for their benefit; and the said district 
attorney shall once in ^v^ry year account to the comptroller 
for the expenditure of all monies paid to him as aforesaid. 



1813, 

AN ACT to prevent trespasses on Indian lands within this -state. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New i8i3. 
York, represented in Senate and Jissemhly, That if any per- 
son hereafter shall trespass on any land belongmg to any In- 
dian tribe within this state, by cutting timber thereon, such 
person shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty-five dollars for 
every tree they shall cut, to be recovered with costs of suit in 
any court having cognizance thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted,, That it shall be the duty 
of the Indian agent to prosecute all persons offendins: againr^t this 
act, and to pay over all monies to be recovered for trespasses 
committed in violation thereof^ to the Indian tribe on whose 
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Nev York, l^nd such trespasses shall be com mi lied : Providecf however ^ 
*•**• That nothjn^ contained in this act shall be construed to pro- 

hibit the cutting of timber to improve or erect bridges on any 
road leading through such Indian lands. 



An Act authorizing the Governor to hold treaties with the Indian nations and 
tribes within this State, and for other purposes. 

• 

HI3 I. Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York, 

represented in Senate and Assembly^ That it shall and may 
be lawful for the person administering the government of this 
state for the time being, or his a^ent or agents, to hold a treaty 
or treaties on the part of the people of this state, with the 
Oneida nation of Indians, or the Christian and Pagan party 
thereof, or any other of the Indian nations or tribes within 
this state, for the purpose of extinguishing their claim to such 
part of their lands lying within this state as he may deem 
proper, for such sums and annuities as may be mutually agreed 
upon by the parties. 

2. And be it Jxirther enacted^ That it shall and may be 
lawful for the person administering the government of this 
state for the time being, to draw from the treasury such sum 
or sums of money as may be necessary to defray the^xpense 
of such treaty or treaties, and for paying such part of the pur- 
chase money for the said lands as may be necessary, not ex- 
ceeding three thousand dollars. 

3. And be it farther enacted^ That that portion of the 
Oneida Indians known or distinguished by the name or appella- 
tion of the Pagan party, shall be entitled to retain for their 
own exclusive use and occupation, all that certain lot of land 
belonging to the state, situated on the southwest side of Onei- 
da creek, and extending from the mouth of Mud creek to the 
division line between the Pagan and Christian parties so call- 
ed, containmg about four hundred and twenty -eight acres, un- 
til other disposition of said lot shall be made by law. 

4. And be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the justices who may hereafter hold any court of oyer and ter- 
miner, or of the general sessions of the peace, in and for the 
county of Oneida, to charge the grand jury to prevent any 
person or persons, other than Indians belonging to the said 
Pagan party, who shall intrude, occupy, or settle on, or who 
are now in possession of any part of said lot ; and it is hereby 
made the duty of the attorney of the Oneida Indians to prose- 
cute all and every offender against the provisions of this act. 
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who shall on conviction be subject to the like penalties men- New Tori^, 
lioned in the sixty-fourth section of the act, entitled " An act ^*^^' 
for the payment of certain officers of government," p^issed the 
nineteenth day of June, eighteen hundred and twelve. 

1815. 

An Act concerning the lands lately purchased froai the Christian party of 

tlie Oneida Indians. 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the stale of Newi%\B, 
Tork^ represented in Senate and Aksemblyj That the sur- 
veyor-general shaJl cause the lands purchased at a late treaty 
with the Christian party of the Oneida Indians, to be survej'-ed 
into lots not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres each, and 
sell .the sa,me, excepting what is otherwise directed to be dis- 
posed of, in the manner and on the conditions mentioned in 
the act, entitled "An act concerning the commissioners of the 
laud office, and the sale of unappropriated lands :" Provided^ 
That no occupant or settler on said lands, other than Indians, 
shall be entitled to a remuneration for improvements; and that 

no infiproved land occupied by any Indian, shall be sold till he 
shall have relinquished or released his improvement to the 
people of this state, if such improvement shall be of the value 
of twenty dollars. 

2. And he it further enacted ^ That the commissioners 
of the land office shall grant letters patent to Joshua Sher- 
win, for ten acres of land ; to Angel Ferriere, for fifty acres 
o£ land; and to George Uelmer, for one hundred acres of land, 
out of said lands, according to a certain stipulation in said treaty; 
and that no location shall be permitted to be laid on any part 
of the said lands, besides that which is authorized by the act, 
entitled **An act granting the pre-emption right to certain 
lands to William Sternbergh," passed 14th March, I815. 

3. %And be it further enacted. That the monies arising 
from the sales of said lands shall be paid into the treasury, and 
be subject to the ordinary appropriations of the legislature. 



An Act relative to the village of Oneida Castleton, and for other purposes. 

Whereas the surveyor-general has, pursuant to the directions isis. 
of the legislature, reported a plan of a village, located on 
the east side of the Oneida creek, called the Oneida Castle, 
and it is requisite that the future disposition thereof be di- 
rected by law : Therefore, 
1. Be it e.iacfed by the people of the state of New 

York, represented in Senate and Assembly, That the said 
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New York, Village shall be called and known by the name of Oneida Cas- 
]>15. tIetOD, and that the commissioners of the land office sbalJ, from 

time to time, direct the surveyor-general to sell so many of tlie 
lots laid dtit, or to be laid out in said village, as they shall deem 
best for the interest of the state, according to the plan reported 
as afore:jaid, or with such alterations as they may judge proper 
to direct without essentially varying the same, that such sales 
shall be at public auction, after notice thereof for eight weeks 
successively given in the ne'vvspaper published by the printer 
to this state, in one newspaper published in the city of New^ 
York, and in the newspapers published in the city of Albany 
and the county of Oneida, that the commissioners of the land 
office shall affix the minimum prices to the said lots at which 
the same may be sold, and if any of them shall have been put 
up for sale at auction, and no bid at or above the minimum ppce 
shall be received, the said commissioners may either direct 
such lots to be sold at such minimum prices, to the lirst appli- 
cants, or reserve them to be afterward^) again exposed to sale at 
auction; that the conditions of sale shall be that at least one- 
eighth part of the purchase money be paid within twenty-four 
hours after sale, and the remainder in six equal annual instal- 
ments, with interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum, to 
be secured by the bonds of the purchaser, and that letters 
patent shall not be granted tor any lot until the whole of the 
consideration be paid ; that so n*any of said lots as the said 
commissioners shall judge proper, shall be sold on the further 
condition that within three ^ears thereafter there shall be 
erected on them respectively, buildings to the value of two 
hundred and fifty dollars, under the penalty. of a forfeiture of 
all riffht to the lots concerning which there shall be a failure 
in this condition, and also of the monies paid for the same. 

2. Jind be it further enacted^ That the commission- 
ers of the land office shall cause appraisements to be made of 
the value of the improvements made and occupied by Indians 
on the tract on which said village is located, and ascertain the 
several Indians who are the owners or occupants of such im- 
provements respectively, and thereof make a report to the 
person administering the government of this state, whose duty 
it shall be at the time of payment next thereafter of the Indian 
annuities, to cause payments to be made to the several Indians 
mentioned in said report, of the sums respectively at which 
their improvements shall have been appraised as aforesaid, in 
consideration of their surrendering such improvements to the 
people of this state. 
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3. Jlnd be it further enacted^ That the elfi;hfeenth New Yo^ 
section of the act, entitled " An act concerning the commis- iW^« 
sioners of the land office, and the sale of unappropriated 

]an is," shall be construed to apply to all cases arisingi^oder 
the operations of this act. 

4. ^nd be it further enacted^ That the person admin- 
istering the government of this state shall he, and he is hereby 
authorized to purchase from the Stockbridge and Brothertown 

, Indians in behalf of this state, such part of their reservation 
.and lands as they may be desirous of selling, and that the 
treasurer be, and he is hereby authorizetl, on the warrant of the 
comptroller, to pay to the order of the gnverntir, the sum of 
two thousand dollars to defray the expenses of completing \h% 
•aid purchase. 



1816. 



An Act for the relief of the settlers on the lands belonging to the Stoclb* 

bridge Indians. 

1. Be it'' enacted by the people of the State of New Yorkj 
represented in Senate and ^'issenibly^ That the first section 
of the act, entiilod " An act relative to the different tribes and 
nations of Indians within this slate," passed the tenth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen; and also the act, entitled ''An act to prevent 
trespasses on Indian lands within this state," passed the se- 
cond day of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, 
be, and the same are hereby suspended in their effect and ope« 
ration, so far as it regards those persons only, who, on or be- 
fore the first day of February,' in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, had settled on any of the 
lands mentioned in the said recited act and section, by virtue 
of leases from the Indians of said tribes : Provided neverthe- 
/esSf That no person who is now indicted, shall be entitled to 
the benefits of this act, until he shall pay or tender to the dis- 
trict attorney of the counties of Oneida and Madison, the legal 
costs of such indictments. 

2. Jindbe it further enacted^ That on the payment of such 
costs, it shall be the duly of said district attorney to enter a 
noli prosequi on said indictments. ^ 

3. And be it further enact ed^ That if in the opinion of the 
superintendents of said Indians, and the attorney of the same, 
any of said inhabiiauts are likely to prove injurious to s;ud 
Indians^ by corrupting their morals^ it shall b« lawful for said 
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NsvYork, attorney, and a majority of said superintendents, by warrant 
t)^0* under their hands and seals, to remove such inhabitants from 

off said lands. 

• ♦ J 

An Act regulating the payment of the compensation of the attorney of the 
Brothertown, Oneida, and Stockbridgc tnbes of Indians. 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York, 
represented in Senate and Assembly y That the sum of fifty 
dollars be paid to William Hotchkiss, attorney for the Bro- 
thertown, Oneida, and Stockbridge Indians, by the treasurer 
of this state, on the warrant of the comptroller, being the ba- 
lance due to him for two years' salary, ending December last, 
by virtue of the act, entitled " An act relative to the different 
tribes and nations of Indians," passed April ten, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirteen. 

2. ^dnd be it further enacted^ That the treasurer, on the 
warrant of the compiroller, shall hereafter, annually, pay to the 
attorney of the said Indians the sum of seventy-five dollars, 
in part of the salary allpwed him by the act above mentioned; 
and that the remainder of his salary shall be paid in the man- 
ner in said act mentioned. 



An Act relating to the Shinecock tribe of Indians. 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York, 
1116. represented in Senate and %Bsseinbty^ That it shall be lawful 

for the male Indians above the age of twenty-one years, be- 
longing to the Shinecock tribe in Suffolk county, to meet to- 
gether on the first Tuesday in April, in every year, at the 
place for holding town meetings in the town of Southampton, 
and by plurality of voices, annually to elect three persons be- 
longing to the said tribe, as trustees : And it shall be the duty 
of tiie clerk of the said town to attend and preside at such 
meetings of the said Indians, and to enter in a book to be kept 
by him for that purpose, the names o: the trustees to be chosen 
as aforesaid, and the proceedings of such trustees, and of the 
said trustees and the justices hereafter mentioned. 

2. And be it further enacted^ That the said trustees are 
hereby authorized and empowered, from time to time, to lay 
out and appropriate such quantit}"^ of the lands of the said> 
tribe, to each individual or family of the said tribe, as they 
shall judge proper and necessi^ry for his or their improvement : 
Provided^ That the whole quantity so laid out and appropri- 
ated in any one year^ shall not exceed one hundred and twenty- 
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five acres: And the said trustees, by and with the consent of NewYori^^ 
three justices of the peace, residing in or near the town of ^'^^* 
Southampton, are hereby authorized and empowered, from 
time to time, to lease out so much of the said lands as they 
shaJl think proper, for the benefit of the said tribe, and for any 
term not exceeding three years : And also to order and^direct 
on what part of the said lands fire-wood and timber may be 
eut by the said tribe for their use. 

3. And be it further enacted^ That if any person not of 
the said tribe, shall in any manner hire, use, or occupy any of 
the said lands, which shall be so laid out and appropriated ai 
aforesaid, such person shall forfeit the sum of twenty-five dol- 
lars for every acre so hired, used, or occupied; and if any per- 
son shall occupy or use any of the said lands, without the con* 
sent of a majority of the said trustees, and of at least two of 
the said justices first obtained and entered in the said book, 
such person shall forfeit the sum of twenty-five dollars for 
every acre so used or occupied: And if any person belonging 
to the said tribe shall cut any wood or timber on the said landf 
without such order and consent of the said trustees and jus- 
tices first entered in the said book, such person shall forfeit the 
sum of ten dollars for each ofience, the one half of which pe- 
nalties shall be to the use of the overseers of the poor of the 
town of Southampton, and the other half to the use of the 
party who will sue for the samoi by action of debt^ ia« aay 
court having cognizance thereof. • 



An Act to aathorize the extinguishment of the claims of the St R(^ Iiii 

dians to lands in this State. 

Be it enaeted by the people of the State of Nm Tbrkf re- mg^ 
presented in Senate and %dssembly^ That in case the St. Regis 
Indians may be desirous of selling the mile square of land re- 
served by them, at or near the village of French Mills, in the 
town of Constable, in the county of Franklin, or any other 
lands lying within this state, to which the St Regis Indians 
have any title or claim, the person administering the govern- 
ment of this state shall be, and he is hereby authorized, to 
purchase the said land from the said Indians, in behalf of this 
state; and that the treasurer be, and he is hereby authorized, 
on the warrant of the comptroller, to pay to the order of the 
Governor such sum of money to defray the expenses of com- 
pleting the said purchase, as the Governor may think reason- 
able to give for the said land. 



1817, 

iji Act for the relief of the St Regis, Oneida, Onondaga, And Seneca In- 
dians. 

^ewTork, Whereas, the Governor of this state has represented to the 
Legislature thereof, that the St. Regis, Oneida, Onondaga, and 
Seneca Indians are in great distress on account of the destruc- 
tion of their corn the last season, and of the general scarcity 
of other usual means of support : And whereas also, the said 
tribes of Indians respectively receive from the people of this 
state a yearly annuity : Therefore, 

1. Be it enacted by the, people of the stafe of New York^ 
represented in Senate and ^issemblt/^ That the treasnrer shall 
pay, on the warrant of the comptroller, to the person ad minis- 
tering the government of this state, for the time being, when 
thereunto required by him, by way of advance, so much of the 
said annuities which is payable in the month of August next, 
as the person administering the government as aforesaid shall, 
from time to time, think proper to be expended in providing 
the necessaries of life for such of the said tribes of Indians as 
shall request the same by their chiefs or agents thereunto law- 
fally authorized. 



An Act concerning the lands lately purchased from tlie Onondaga Indiana^ 

and for other purposes. 

jji7, I. Be it enacted hy the people of the State of New Tork^ 

represented in Senate and Asserrihtyy That the surveyor ge- 
neral shall cause the lands purchased at a late treaty with the 
Onondaga Indians, to be surveyed into lots not exceeding one 
hundred and six^y acres each, and sell the same, with the Im- 
provements thereon, in the manner and on the conditions men- 
tioned in the fifteenth and sixteenth sections of the act, entitled 
^' an act ooncerDing the commissioners of the land office, and 
the sale of unappropriated lands," passed April 6th, 1813. 

2. And bt it further enacted^ That the monies arising from 
the sales of said lands shall be paid into the Treasury, and be 
subject to the ordinary appropriations of the legislature. 

3, Jlndbe U further enacted^ That it shall be lawful -for 
the person administering the government of this state, to ap- 
point a special agent or attorney, residing near the premises, 
to prosecute on behalf of the people of this state, for all tres*- 
passes on said lands until they shall be sold as aforesaid, and 
to allow him such compensation for bis services as shall be just 
^and reasonable. 
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4. Jlnd be it further enacted^ That in every case in which New Yotk, 
any improvements, made on lands belong^ing to the people of ^^^'^^ 
this state, are by law directed to be appraised in favor of any 
occupant, it shall be the duty of the appraisers, in making out 
their appraisement, to deduct from the appraised value of such 
improvements a reasonable allowance for the use of the lands 
by the occupant, and also for ihe deterioration of the value 
thereof by his cutting and carrying away timber therefrom, * 
during such occupancy, or causing it to be done. 



An Act concerning certain Indians residing within this state. 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Yorkj *8t7. 
repvcficnted in Senate and Assembly^ That it shall not be law- 
ful for any while person, under any pretence, or on any ac- 
count whatever, to receive from any Indian residing on a tract 
of land belonging; to or occupied by the Mohekonnic or Stock- 
bridge Indians, or on the reservation lands of the Oneida or 
Brothertown Indians, any article or articles whatsoever, by 
way of pawn or pledge; and that every person who shall re- 
ceive such pawn or pledge, shjdl forfeit the sum of twenty dol- 
lars, to be recovered in an action of debt, in the name of the 
Indian from whom he shall have received such pawn or pledge« 
in any court having cognizance thereof, with costs: and that 
every such pled}j:€ or pawn, or the value thereof, shall also be 
recoverable, with costs, by the Indian from whom the same 
shall have been received, in an action of replevin or trover, 
at his election. 



An Act to amend the act, entitled " An act for the relief of the settlers on 

lands belon^ng to the Stockbridge Indians." 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Torkj I8i7. 
represented in Senate and Jissembly^ That it shall be the 
duty of the attorney of the Stockbridge Indians, if he consi- 
ders any person who now resides or shall hereafter come to re- 
side on the lands of the said Indians, who is not entitled by 
law to settle on said lands, is likely to be injurious to the said 
Indians, by corrupting their morals, or by injuring their lands 
or property, to notify such person in writing to remove from 
said laads; and in case such person shall neglect to remove for 
the space of ten days after receiving such notice, it shall and 
may be lawful for any one of the superintendents of the said 
Indians, on complaint of their attorney, to issue a summons 
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iTew.Yorky commanding; such person to appear before the superintendents 
^'^^' of the said Stockbridge Indians, at such time and place as the 

superintendent who shall issue such summons, shall appoint, to 
shew cause why he or she should not be removed from the 
lands of said Indians, which summons may be served by the 
sheriff or any constable of either of the counties of Oneida or 
Madison, by reading the same to the person to be summoned, 
and leaving a copy of said summons, if required, at least ten 
days before the time appointed in such summons for his or her 
appearance before said superintendents; and said summons be« ^ 
ing returned duly served as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the '* 
said superintendents, or a majority of them, to assemble for 
that purpose at the time and place mentioned in said summons, 
or at such other time and place to which said superintendents 
may adjourn the hearing of such complaint, not exceeding ten 
days thereafter, to examine into said complaint; and il the 
said superintendents, so assembled, shall find and adjudge such 
person so complained of, is, at the time of such adjudicatioo, 
resident on the lands of said Stockbridge Indians, and is likely 
to prove injurious to their morals or their property, and that 
he or she has no legal right to reside on said lands, it shall be 
the duty of the superintendents, so assembled, to order such 
person, with his or her family, to be removed from said lands; 
and they shall further order and adjudo;e that such person shall 
pay such sum as the said superintendents shall adjudge neces- 
sary to defray the expense of such proceedings; and said su-^ 
perintendents shall issue their warrant, under their hands and 
seals, directed to the sheriff or any constable of the counties 
of Oneida or Madison, commanding the o£Scer to whom such 
warrant is directed, to remove the person so complained of and 
and his or her family, if any he or she hath, from the lands of* 
said Indians, and to distrain and sell the goods and chattels of 
such person, sufficient to raise the sum adjudged for the costs 
of such proceedings; and it shall be the duty of the said of- 
ficers, to whom such warrant shall be directed and delivered, to 
execute the same without delay, and to make return thereof, 
with costs, to said superintendents. 

2. %And be it further enacfeU^ That the said superintendents, 
or any one of them, may issue a subpoena, for witnesses to ap« 
pear before them, on the trial of any complaint triable by virtue 
of this act; and it shall be the duty of each and every person 
subpoBnaed as a witness, to attend before said superintendents 
and be sworn, and give evidence as to what he or they may 
know respe^^tin;; the complaint then on trial before the said 
superintendents, which oath each and every of the superin- 
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tenclents are hereby authorized to administer ; and it shall be New Yock, 
the duty of each of the said superintendents to issue the like ^^'^- 
subpoena io favor of the person complained of, if required so 
to do. 

3. •^/m/ be it further enacted, That the following costs, 
and DO other, shall be allowed for executing the duties required 
by this act: for a summons, twelve and an half cents ; for every 
order, one dollar; for a warrant, twenty -five cents; for a sub- 
poena, for each witness, six cents; serving subpoena, on each 
witness, twelve and an half cents; each witness attending, twelve 
and an half cents; sweariug each witness, six cents; for serv- 
ing a summons, the same fees as are allowed to constables for 
serving a summons, by the act for the recovery of debts to the 
yalue of twenty-five dollars; and for serving a warrant, such 
sum as saici^ superintendents shall adjudge to be reasonable. 

4. *^nd be it further enacted, That the superintendents of 
the BrothertowD Indians, who now are and may hereafter be 
appointed, shall, during their continuance in office, be the su- 
perintendents of the Stockbridge Indians, for all the purposes 
mentioned in this act. 

5. •And be it further enacted. That the third section of the 
act, entitled " An act for the relief of settlers on the lands be- 
longing to the Stockbridge Indians,^' passed 22d March, 1816| 
be^ and the same is hereby repealed. 



An Act relative to the lot of land appropriated for the use of the misslonaiy 

to the Oneida tribe of IncUans. 

Whereas, it doth appear by <^ An act for the speedy sale of^^j^^ 
unappropriated lands within this State, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned/' passed 5th May, 1786, that there was ap- 
propriated in trust to the use of Samuel Kirkland, missionary 
to the Oneida tribe of Indians, a lot of land containing three 
hundred and twenty acres, in the former Oneida reservation, 
now town of Westmoreland, in the county of Oneida, and that 
by virtue of the two several acts passed the 11th April, 1808, 
and the 10th April, 1818, the Northern Missionary Society 
were authorized to lease the same for a term not exceeding ten 
yearSf and to apply the rent to the promotion of morality and 
religion among the said Indians: And it also appears by the 
petition of the said Indians, that the Northern Missionary So- 
ciety have no person at present preaching among said Indians, 
nor are the said society doing any thing to promote their know- 
ledge in the principles of religion and morality : Therefore^ 
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New-Tork, Be if enaded by the people of the State of New Vorky re- 
l8ir. presentee/ if* Senate and J^ssembii/. That it shall and may be 

lawful for Nathan Williams, JVl orris S Miller, and Samuel 
Royce, of the county of Oneida, to take in charge the said lot 
of land, and they or any two of them are hereby authorized, 
from and after the expiration of any lease or leases which may 
have been j^iven by the Northern Misjjionary Society, by vir- 
tue of the said acts, passed the 11th April, 1808, and 10th 
April, 1M3, to lease the said land to such person or persons^ 
and in such parts or parcels as shall appear to them to be the 
most productive, for a term not exceeding; five years from the 
passing of this act, and the rent shall be paid by the person or 
persons so leasing the sanie to the said Nathan Williams, Mor- 
ris S. Miller, and Samuel Koyce, or to their agent, agreeable to 
the conditions of such lease or leases, and when so i^ceived, be 
appropriated to the promotion of morality and religion amongst 
the said Oneida tribe of Indians, in such manner as, in their 
discretion, they shall deem best calculated to carry into effect 
the object of said grant. 



An Act concerning tlie Ian Is lately purchased from the Oneida Indians, and 

for other purposes. 

1817. 1. -Se it enacted by the people of the state of New York^ 

-represented in Senate and Jissembty^ That the exchange of 
lands made with the second Christian party of the Oneida na- 
tion of Indians, by a treaty dated the twenty-seventh day of 
March, of the present year, be, and ihe same is heieby con- 
firmed. 

2. %find be it further enacted^ That the commissioners of 
the land office shall c^tuse letters patent to be issued to Dolly 
Denney, Abraham Denney, John Denney, Sally Denney, Azor 
Brown, Rufus Pettibone, and the reverend Eleazor Williams, 
and thefr respective heirs and assigns, for the lands stipulated 
by said treaty to be granted to them respectively. 

3. And be it further enacted. That the person adminis- 
tering the government of this state, shall cause six hundred 
acres of the lands mentioned in the said treaty to be sold, and 
the avails thereof to be applied lo the building of a church for 
the said Indians, in the manner and according to the true ia- 
tent of said treaty. 

4. n^ind he it further enacted. That the surveyor general 
shall cause the lands conveyed by said treaty to the people of 
this state, to be surveyed into lots, not exceeding one hundred 
and sixty acres each^ and sell the same in the manner and on 



if 
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the conditions mentioned in the fifteenth and sixteenth sections New Todi;, 
of the a6ll, entitled '* An act concerning the commissioners of ^"^' 
the land office, and the sale of unappropriated lands/' passed 
April 6, 1813, and that the monies arising from such sales be 
paid into the treasury, and be subject to the ordinary appro- 
priations of the legislature. 

5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for 
the person administering the government of this state, to ap- 
point a special agent residing near the premises, to ascertain^ on 
behalf of the people of this state, ail trespasses which may be 
committed on said lands, and to give noiice thereof to the per- 
son administering the government^ of this state, and to allow 
such agent compensation for his services as shall be just and 
reasonable. 



1818. 



An Act to amend an act, entitled " An act for the benefit of the St. Regis 
Inclians,'' passed March 26, 1802, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Yorkj re- im 
prefiented in Senate and Assembly, That in consequence of 
the death of two of the trustees named in the act of the twenty- 
sixth of March, one thousand eight hundred and two, for the 
benefit of the St. Regis Indians, Peter Tarbell and Jacob 
Francis, chiefs of said tribe, be and they are hereby appointed 
trustees for said tribe, to act with the surviving trustee, Loraa 
Tarbell. 



AN ACT for the relief of the Onondaga Indians. 

Whereas, by a treaty holden by commissioners on the part of the 
state of New York, and the chiefs and warriors of the *•^•• 
Onondaga tribe of Indians, the twenty-eighth day of July, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, it 
was stipulated, that the said tribe should receive an annual 
annuity of two thousand dollars per year, one thousand of 
which sum was to be paid at Canandaigua, and the residue at 
Onondaga, but the recent removal pf almost the whole tribe 

''-' to Onondaga, renders it necessary that the whole sum should 
be paid at Onondaga : %fiad whereas, the said chiefs and 
warriors have petitioned that the whole sum may be paid at 
Onondaga, in order that a more equitable distribution maj 
he made: Therefore. 
Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York 

r4!preiented in Senate and Assembly, That the person wbose 

li 
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3Stw York, duty it shall be to pay the annual annuity to the Onondaga 
Ills. Indians, shall, instead of paying one thousand dollars at Ca* 

nandaigua, pmy all the money due, or which may hereafter be- 
come due, to the said tribe at Onondaga, any usage or custom 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 



AN ACT concerning the erection of a cburcli, for the benefit of the second 

Christian party of the Oneida Indians. 

lilt. Whereas by an act of the legislature, passed the fifteenth day 

of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and seven- 
teen, six hum red acres of land belonging to said party was 
directed to be sold, and the avails thereof to be applied to 
the building of a church for the benefit of said Indians; 
and by a report of the surveyor general on that subject, it 
appears that for the greatest part of the proceeds thereof, 
obligations have been taken and the residue paid into the 
treasury : tdnd whereas^ the legislature deem it of essential 
beni^fit to the said pai ty, that they realize the amount of the 
sales immediately for that laudable purpose : Therefore, 
\. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York^ re- 
presented in Senate and Jissemhly^ That the obligations so 
taken, and the monies so paid, shall be credited to the general 
funds of the state, and the sum equal thereto be appropriated 
for the aforesaid purj)Ose, and applied in the manner hereinaf- 
ter mentioned; and that the person administering the govern- 
knent of this state, shall appoint some suitable person or per- 
sons as agents to superintend the building of a church for the 
benefit of the said Indians, whose duty it shall be to expend 
the money in a prudent and economical manner to the best ad- 
vantage for said Indians; and after the completion of said 
church, to render an account to the person administering the 
government of this state, the amount of money expended, 
and manne/ of expending the same. 

2. ^nd he it further enacted^ That the treasurer of this 
state shall, on the warrant of the comptroller, pay such sum or 
sums as the person administering the government of this state 
shall direct, to the agent or agents appointed by virtue of this 
act, out of any monies in the t''easury, not otherwise appropri- 
ated.* Provided^ the whole amount shall not exceed the sum 
for which the said six hundred acres have been sold; and if 
there shall remain any surplus after having paid all expenses 
incident to the building of said church, the person administer- 
ing the government of this state shall dispose thereof in such 
manner as the said Indians shsJl require : And further^ the said 
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agent or agents shall, before they proceed to the duties assi^ed NewTori^ 
them, procure sufficient security, to the satisfaction of the ^*'*- 
comptroller of this state, conditioned for tiie faithful discharge 
of the duties in the erection and completion of said churchy 
and the expenditure of all the money received by them^ or 
either of them, for the purposes aforesaid. 



1819. 



An Act to authorize the payment in advance of a certain annuity from thii 

state to the Stockbridge Indians. 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Yorkj isiy. 
represented in Senate and Assembly ^ That it shall and may 

be lawful for the comptroller, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of his excellency the governor of this state, forthwith to 
draw his warrant on the treasurer for the whole, or such part 
of the annuity which will become due from this state to the 
Stockbridge Indians ip June next, to enable his excellency to 
pay the same in advance to the said Indians : Provided^ haW' 
ever. That a rebate of interest at the rate of six per centum per 
annum be made on the sum advanced front the time of its pay-* 
ment until the same would fall due. 

2. «/?wfl( be it further enacted^ That the said money so 
drawn<» shall be forthwith paid to the said Indians, in the same 
manner and proportion as the annuity ought to be paid : Pro^ 
vided the same shall be accepted by the said Indians in lieu of 
the said annuity. 



An Act confirming the treaty with the Stockbridge Indians, and for other 

purposes. 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the Hate cf New York^ ^^^ 
represented in Senate and Assembly ^ That the treasurer shall, 

on the warrant of the comptroller, from time to time, pay to 
the tribe of Indians called the Stockbridge Indians, the an- 
nuity secured to them by a treaty held by his excellency the 
governor with the chiefs and warriors of the said Stockbridge In»> 
dians, at the city of Albany, on the fourteenth day of July, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and eighteen. 

2. Jlnd be it further enacted^ That the commissioners of 
the land office be, and they are hereby authorized and required, 
to issue letters patent to John Sargeant, junior, for two hundred 
and fifty acres of land, pursuant to a stipulation of the treaty 
aforesaid : Provided^ That previous to the issuing of said let- 
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iSkew YorK, tertf patent, his excellency the governor shall certify, in writing, 
*•*•• to. the commissioners of the land office, and file it in said of- 

fice, that in his opinion the said clause was not inserted in said 
treaty by the mistake or fraud of the delegates who executed 
the treaty on the part of the said Indians, and that he has fully 
investigated those facts. 

An Act relative to the lands purchased by the State from the Indians. 

U\9» Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York^ 

represented in Senate and Assembly^ That it shall be the duty 
of the commissioners of the land office to direct the surveyor 
general to cause actual ^surveys to be made of the Indian lands 
within this state, which have been purchased by this state, and 
have not been so surveyed into lots, in the manner directed by 
the act, entitled " An act concerning the commissioners of the 
land office, and the sale of the unappropriated lands," and to 
sell the same according to the direction of the said act; Pro- 
vided always^ That nothing contained in the seventeenth sec- 
tion of the said act, shall be construed to apply to the lands 
hereby directed to be soW : And provided further ^ That no- 
thing herein contained shall be construed to extend to the lands 
purchased by the state from the St. Regis Indians. 

An Act relative to certain improvements on the Fish Creek Indian reserva- 
tion. 

1119. -S^ *' enacted by the people of the State of New York^ re* 

presented in Senate and Assembly^ That it shall be the duty 
of the commissioners of the land office to cause to be appraised 
the value of the improvements on the six hundred and forty 
acres of land in the Fish Creek reservation, which, by a treaty 
with the Oneida Indians, certain Indian families then residing 
thereon, were entitled to enjoy a> long as they should continue 
thereon; and the person administering the government of this 
state shall cause the amount of such appraisement to be paid to 
such Indian families on their removal from said land; and the 
comptroller shall draw his warrant on the treasurer for the sam6; 
whereupon, the commissioners of the land office shall dispose 
of said land in the manner directed by law for the sale of the 
unappropriated lands of this state. 

1820. 

An Act for the relief of the settlers on the lands lately purchased by this 

state of the Stockbridge Indians. 

I8i», Be it enacted by the peopk of the state of New Yorkj y«- 

jpresented in Senate and Assembly, That it shall be the dutj 
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of the commissioners of the land office to sell and convey the KTew Tcrik:; 
lot occupied bj each actual settler upon the land lately purchas- ***^ 
ed by the state of the Stock bridge Indians, according to the 
appraisement made by Charles C. Broadhead, surveyor, and 
upon the conditions of payment prescribed by law for the sales 
of unappropriated lands: Provided^ That such occupants shall, 
within two months after the passing of this act, comply with 
the conditions of sale according to law. 



An Act for the relief of Harvey Durkee. 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Torkj re- 
presented in Senate and Assembly ^ That if the New Stock- 
bridge Indians, with the consent of the peace makers and su- 
perinteni tents, shall release and convey all their right and claim 
to three hundred acres of the land by them possessed, to be 
located in a square, to the people of this state, then it shall be 
lawful for the treasurer to pay, on the warrant of the comp- 
troller, the sum of six hundred dollars to Harvey Durkee, in 
full of his demand against the said Indians, admitted to be 
justly due from them to him. 



1821. 

An Act relative to the Stockbridge Indians. 

Whereas, it is represented to the legislature, by the Stock- jjgj 
bridge Indians, that they are desirous to remove out of this 
state, and to aid them in such removal, have solicited the ad- 
vance to them of the principal of an annuity agreed to be paid 
by • treaty held in the month of July, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen : Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the people of the State of New Torkj re- 
presented in Senate and Assembly ^ That whenever the per- 
son administering the government of this state shall be satis- 
fied that the said Stockbridge nation of Indians is about to re- 
move out of this state, it shall and may be lawful for him to 
advance to the said Indiass, or to their authorized agent, out of 
the principal of the annuity aforesaid, such sum as he shall 
deem necessary to aid such removal, not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, which sum shall be paid by the treasurer of this state, 
out of any moneys in the treasury, not otherwise appropriat- 
ed, on the warrant of the comptroller; and in case the said sum 
shall be paid to any agent, security shall be required for the 
faithful applicaHon thereof to the purposes mentioned in 
this act 
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An Act for the relief of the Tuscarora tribe of Indians. 

New fotk, -ff^ i^ enacted hy the people of the state of New York^ re- 
im* presented in Senate and wissemhly^ That a certain tract of 

four thousand three hundred and twenty-eight acres of land, 
situate in the town of Lewiston, in the county of Niagara, be- 
longing^ to the Tuscarora tribe of Indians, and conveyed to them 
by the Holland Land Company, be, and the same is hereby ex- 
empted and exonerated from all assessments and impositions of 
taxes, for any purpose whatever, so long as the same shall be- 
long to the said tribe of Indians; and that whatever taxes may 
now be charged on the said land, shall be credited to the county 
of Niagara, unless the same have been already credited; but 
that no part of the said land shall be Sf>ld for the payment of 
such taxes, and no further proceedings shall be had for the col- 
lection of the same. 



An Act respecting intrusions on Indian lands. 

iMt. 1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of New Yorkj 

represented in Senate and Jissemhly^ That it shall be unlaw- 
ful for any person or persons, other than Indians, to settle or 
reside upon any lands belonging to or ocoupit-d by any nation 
or tribe of Indians within this state, and that all leases, con- 
tracts and agreements made by any Indians, whereby any per- 
son or persons other than Indians, shall be permitted to reside 
upon such lands, shdil be absolutely void; and if any [person or 
persons shall settle or reside on any such lands contrary to this 
act, it shall be the duty of any judge of any court of comrffon 
pleas of the county within which such land shall be situated, on 
complaint made to him, and on due proof of the fact of such 
settlement or residence, to issue his warrant under his hand and 
seal, directed to the sheriff of such county, commanding him 
within ten days after the receipt thereof, to remove such per- 
son or persons so settling or residing with his, her, or their fa- 
milies from such lands; and it shall b£ the duty of such sheriff 
accordingly, within the time aforesaid, to remove such person 
or persons, and for that purpK)se he shall have and possess the 
same powers as in the execution of criminal process; and such 
judge, for issuing such warrant and taking the preliminary 
proof, shall be entitled to receive a fee of one dollar in each 
case; and such sheriff, for executing the said warrant, shall be 
allowed such compensation as the comptroller shall certify to 
be reasonable; which fees shall be paid by the treasurer, ob 
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the warrant of the comptroller, out of any moneys in the trea- New To*, 
sury, not otherwise appropriated. *•**• 

2. ^.inA be it furthtr enacted, That if any person or per- 
sons, after being so removed as aforesaid, shall return to settle 
or reside upon any lands occupied by or belonging to any na- 
tion or tribe of Indians within this state, such person or per- 
sons so offending, and being thereot convicted before any judge 
of the court of common pleas of the county where such lands 
are situated, upon the confession of the party offending, or 
proof of any witness or witnesses on oath, then the said judge, 
before whom such conviction shall be "had, shall direct and 
send his warrant, under his hand and seal, to the sheriff of the 
said county, commanding him to arrest such person or persons 
forthwith, and to commit him or them to the common gaol of 
the said county, there to remain for the space of thirty days; 
and such sheriff shall accordingly an'est and commit such per- 
son or persons to the said common gaol for the term of time 
aforesaid, there to remain without bail and without being enti- 
tled to the liberties of the limits of the said goal; and such 
judge shall cause such conviction to be drawn up and filed in 
the office of the clerk of the county ; and no such conviction 
or adjudication shall be liable to be removed by certiorari or 
otherwise, but shall be deemed and taken to be tinal. 

3. •find be it further enacted^ That the foregoing provi- 
sions of this act shall go into effect on the first day of July 
next, and not until that time; and that from and after the said 
first day of July next, the eleventh section of the act, entitled 
^^ An act relative to the differei^t tribes and nations of Indians 
within this state," passed 10th April, 1813, be, and the same 
is hereby repealed: Provided, That all prosecutions which 
now are or may be commenced under the said section previous 
to the 9aid first day of July next, shall and may be proceeded 
in to trial, conviction and punishment, in the sa(tne manner as 
if this act had not been passed. 

4. And be it further enacted. That all prosecutions now 

Sending against any settlers on the lands belonging to the Stock- 
ridge tribe of Indians, shall be discontinued ; and that no 
prosecutions shall be commenced against the said settlers either 
under this act, or under the eleventh section of the '' Act re- 
lative to the different tribes and nations of Indians within this 
state/' within three years from and after the first day of May 
next 

5. Jlnd be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty of 
the respective district attorneys of the several counties of this 
•tatei in which any lands belonging to any Indian tribe shall 
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VewT«k, be situatedy to prosecute, in the name of the people of this 
ttst« state^ for any penalties that may he incurred under and by 

virtue of the act, entitled ** An act to prevent trespasses on In- 
dian lands within this state/' passed April 2dy lbl3; and one 
half of all moneys collected for violations of the said act, shall 
be paid to the treasurer of such county, and the other half 
thereof shall be paid to the Indian tribe on whose lands the 
•aid trespasses shall be committed ; and that so much of the 
second section of the said recited act as is contrary to the pro- 
visions of this section, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

C. j2nd be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the said district at!orneys, n.spectively, to make complaint of 
all intrusions upon Indian lands forbidden by this act, and from 
time to time to make inquiries whether any persons other than 
Indians are settled upon such lands, and to cause them to be 
removed in the manner herein prescribed, and in case of their 
return, to complain to some Judge of the county that the pro- 
visions of this act may be carried into effect; and for their at- 
tendance before any such jud^e, on making such complaint, 
they shall respectively be allowed the same lees as for the trial 
•f an indictment in the court of general sessions of the peace^ 
to be paid in like manner as those fees are now paid by law. 



IfSI- 



1822. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled " An act relative to the lot of land ap- 
propriated for ilie use of the Missionary to the Oneida tribe of Indians,'' 
passed April 15, 1817. 

Whereas, the leases executed under the act to which this is 
in addition, will expire in the month of April next: And 
whereas, the lessees of the said land, Uriah Goodwin, Hart 
Gates, Daniel Searl, Isaac I. Jones^ Andrew J. Bell, and Eliza 
Crary, have presented their petition to the legislature, praying 
that the said lands may be leased to them in fee or for a long 
term of years; Therefore, 

Be it enacted try the people of the state of New York, re- 
presented in Senate and Assembly ^ That Nathan Williams, 
Roderick Morrison, and Samuel Royce, of the county of 
Oneida, be and they are hereby appointed commissioners for 
leasing the said land ; and they, or any two of them, are here* 
by authorized and empowered to execute leases to the above 
named petitioners, respectively, of the parts or proportions of 
the said land which the said petitioners now severally hold or 
possess, for a term not exceeding forty years, to commence on 
the termination of the leaiies heretofore graoted^ and at such 
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reasonable rent as the said commissioners, or any two of theiA| NewToifcy 
may deem proper, which said rents shall be reserved to the ^*^ 
people of this slate; and the leases to be given, shall contain 
suitable and proper covenants and conditions for securing the 
payment of the said rents, and the good management and im- 
provement of the said lands; and the said commissioners, or 
their agent, shall, until some other legislative provision bei 
made in the premises, from time to time receive the rents so to 
be reserved, and appropriate the same, afier deducting all ne- 
cessary and proper charges, in like manner as is directed in and 
by the act to \vhich this is in addition: Provided^ however^ 
That in case the said lessees of the above mentioned property, 
or any one of them, neglect or refuse to renew their leases at 
such a rent as the commissioners shall deem lair and reasona.ile, 
and at such time as the commissioners shall appoint for that 
purpose, it shall be the duly of the said commissioners to lease 
the said property to such other person or persons as they may 
think proper. 



An Act relative to the Stockbridge Indians. 

Whereas, it is represented to this Jesrislature by the Stock- 
bridge Indians, that they have purchased lands in the vicinity 
of Green Bay, in the Michigan territory, ancrthat they are de- 
sirous to remove thither; and to aid them in paying for said 
lands and removing thereto, they have solicited the advance to 
them of the balance of principal of an annuity agreed to be 
paid by a treat}' held in the month of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen : Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York^ re* 
presented in Senate and Assembly^ That whenever the per- 
son administering the government of this state shall be satis- 
fied that the said Stockbridge nation of Indians shall have ob- 
tained a valid title to said lands, and are about to remove there- 
to, it shall and may be lawful for him to advance to the said 
Indians, or to their authorized agent, the residue of the prin- 
cipal of the annuity aforesaid, in such sums and at such times 
as he shall deem necessary to pay for said land^, and to aid said 
Indians in their removal, which sums shall be paid by the trea- 
surer of this state, out of any monies in the treasury, not other- 
wise appropriated, on the warrant of the comptroller; and ia 
case the said monies shall be paid to any agent, security shall 
be required for the faithful application thereof tQ the purposes 
inentiooed in this act. 

14 
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Am Act eoncerning the lands lately purchased of the Stockbridge locUani. 

Vew Yoik, 1- Be it enacted hy the people cf the state of Nietv York, 
Mil. rqpresented in Senate and Assembly^ That the purchase of 

lands made by a treaty on the twenty-third day of February 
last, from the chiefs and warriors of the tribe of Indians, call- 
ed the Stockbridge Indians, residing on the tract of land in 
the counties of Oneida and Madison, called New Stockbridge, 
be, and the same is hereby confirmed. 

2. And he it further enacted^ That the commissioners of 
the land office shall cause letters patent to be issued to John 
Greg§ and John Hadcock, respectively, and to their respective 
heirs and assigns forever, for the lands stipulated in the saiel 
treaty to be granted to them respectively. 



An Act for the relief of purchasers of lands bougiit of the Onondaga In- 
Indians, in tlve yeai* one thousand ciglit hundred and seventeen. 



if gg ^ Be it enacted hy the people of the state of New York^ _ 

presented in Senate and Assembly, That the comptroller shall 
stay all proceedings against said purchasers until the twenty- 
second day of December next, at which time he shall, upon 
the payment of one years interest, remit to them all the arrears 
of interest then ^maining, and put to their credit all the pre« 
vious payments c^ interest made, as so much paid on the prin-^ 
cipal. 

An Act relative to the mortgages therein mentioned* 

tnc. Be it enacted by the people of the state cf New York^ re- 

presented in Senate and Assembly, That the comptroller be, 
and he is hereby authorized and required to estimate and charge 
interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, on the seve- 
ral mortgages executed by the purchasers of a tract of five hun- 
dred acres of land, authorized to be sold by the superintendents 
of the Brothertown and Stockbridge Indians, by the sixth and 
seventh sections of the act, entitled ^^ An act to amend an act, 
entitled *An act relative to Indians,'*' passed April 7, 1806: 
Provided, That the assent of the peace makers of the said In- 
dians shall first be given in writing to such reduction of in- 
terest. 



iLn Act declaring the jurisdiction of the courts of this state, and paxdoaiiif 
Soo-non-gize, otherwise called Tonuny Jemmy. 

tWL Whereas, the Seneca and other tribes of Indians residing 

Vrithin this state^ haye assumed the power and authorit/ of trj- 
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inland punishing, and in some cases capital! j, members ofNewToriC|t 
their respective tribes, for supposed crimes by them done and ''^^ 
committed in their respective reservations, and within this 
state. And whereas, the sole and exclusive cognizance of all 
crimes and offences committed within this state, belongs of 
right to courts holden under the constitution and laws thereof, 
as a necessary attribute of sovereignty, except only crimes and 
offences cognizable in the courts deriving jurisdiction under 
the constitution and laws of the United States. And whereas, 
it has become necessary, as well to protect the said Indian 
tribes, as to asseit and maintain the jurisdiction of the courts of 
this state, that provision should be made in the premises r 
Therefore, 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, 
represented in Senate and Jissembly^ That the sole and ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of trying and punishing all and every per- 
|K)D of whatsoever nation or tribe, for crimes and offences com- 
mitted within au}^ part of this state, except only isuch crimes 
and offences as are or may be cognizable in courts deriving ja<^ 
risdicfton under the constitution and laws of the United States, 
of right belongs to, and is exclusively vested \n^ the courts of 
justice of this state, organized under the cpnstiiution and laws 
thereof. 

And whereas, it has been represented that Soo-non-gize, 
otherwise called Tommy Jemmy, an Indian of the Seneca 
tribe, has been indicted for the murder of Caugh quaw taugh, 
an Indian woman of the same tribe, which murder is alleged to 
have been committed within the Seneca reservation, in the 
county of Eria And whereas, it is further represented that 
the said alleged murder was committed under the pretence of 
authority derived from the councils of the chiefs, sachems, and 
warriors of the said tribe; and under the then existing circum- 
stancesf it is deemed by the legislature expedient to pardoa 
him: Therefore, 

2. Be it further enacted. That the said Soo-non-gize, other- 
wise called Tommy Jemmy, be, and he is hereby fullj and 
absolutely pardoned of and from the said felony. 



An Act to amend the act, entitled *' An act relative to the ctifierent tribes and 

nations of Indians, in this state. 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, re- t«a» 
presented in Senate and Assembly, That the provisions of 
the third section of the act, entitled '^An act relative to the 
different tribes and nations of Indians in this statCi'^ passed 
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3tew Y«1s, April 10, 1813, be, and they are hereby extended to the Onon- 
IW8. da^ tribe of Indians, and that any person or persons who shall 

sell to any Indian of said tribe, or to any Indian residing with 
or visiting said tribe, any rum, brandy, gin, or oilier ardent 
spirits, within the county of Onondaga, shall be deemed 
guilty of a public offence, and be subject to the penalties pro- 
vided in and by the said section, to be recovered and paid in 
the manner therein prescribed. 

1823. 

An Act to amend an act, entitled " An act for the relief of purcljasers of 
lan:ls bought of the Onondaga Iinllans, in the > eui* oml- thousand eight 
hundred and seventeen," passed March 22, 1822. 

Be if enacted by the peopk of the state of New York^ re- 
presented in Senate and Assembly ^ That the time mentioned 
in the act hereby amended, wilhin which purchasers were to 
pay one year's interest, and have remission for all arrears of 
interest, and a credit of ail previous payments of interest made 
as so much paid on the principal, shall be, and hereby lH, ex- 
teuded to the first day of March next 



vm. 



An Act for the relief of the Stockbridge Indians. 

> Whereas, the Stockbridge Indians have represented by their 

petition, that monies paid by the people of this state on their 
behalf, have not been properly applied when placed in the 
hands of their peace-makers for distribution, and that they are 
on that account liable to imposition : Therefore, 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Vorkf 
represented in Se?iate and Assembly^ That the amount di- 
rected to be paid by the treasurer, on the warrant of the comp- 
troller, by the forty-ninth section of the act, entitled <^ An act 
relative to the different tribes and nations of Indians within 
this state," passed 10th April, 1813, shall be paid to the su- 
perintendents of the said Stockbridge Indians, to be by them, 

' applied to the purposes mentioned in said forty-ninth section^ 

instead of paying the same to their schoolmaster^ in the man* 
ner therein provided. 

2. And be it further enacted^ That all moneys due to the 
Stockbridge Indians, by treaty or otherwise, shall be paid to 
the superintendents of the said Stockbridge Indians, to be by 
them applied on the order of the peace-makers, chiefs and wais 
riors of rhe said tribe, for their benefit, and to enable them tQ> 
iW(KtY« to Qt^a Jiay } wd tj^t tbQ supesiDtsadeatA %ccmBt 
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with the eomptrnller annually, on or before the fint of Janntiy Mev Tod^ 
in each year, for all moneys which shall come to their hands. ^**^ 

S. Jind be itjurihtr enacted^ That in case any treaty sliall 
hereafter be held and made with the said Indians by the people 
of this state, it shall be the duty of the said superintendents, 
some or one of them, to be present and attend at the meeting 
thereof, and to receive such sum or sums of money as shall be 
stipulated to be paid to them by such treaty; and in case of the 
non-attendance of such superintendent or superintendents at 
the time of making any such treaty, it shall be lawful for the 
executive or other agent or agents on the part of the people of 
this state, to pay any such moneys to the peace-makers and such 
other of the said Indians as may be present at the making of 
such treat}', and as shall be properly authorized by the said 
Indians to consent and enter into the same : Provided^ hofuy- 
eveTf That no monies shall be paid to any superintendent or 
ajj^ents, unless good and ample security, if required, is given to 
the comptroller for the faithful application of said monies te 
the purposes mentioned in this act. 

4. Jind be tt further enacted^ That the said superintendents 
shall appoint an agent to reside among the said Indians, whosd 
duty it shall be to give to the said superintendents information 
of all trespasses done on the lands of said Indians, and gene* 
rally to perform such services for the benefit of said Indians^ 
or as the said superintendents shall, from time to time direct, 
who .shall receive from them such compensation as they shall 
deem reasonable, not exceeding thirty dollars per annum^ out 
of the funds in iheir hands belonging to said Indians. 



An Act for the dispoflal of the lands ^•^\'Ay ceded to the people of this state 

by the Onondagu and Stockbridge Indians. 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, t82$. 
represented in Senate and %^ssembly^ That the surveyor-ge- 
neral shall, as soon as may be, cause the lands purchased from 
the Onondaga Indians, at a treaty held on the eleventh day of 
February, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, to be 
surveyed into lots and sell the same, in the manner and on the 
conditions directed by law for the sale of the unappropriated 
lands of the state. 

8. Jind be it further enacted^ That the surveyor-general 
shall, in like manner, cause to be surveyed the lands purchased 
from the Stockbridge Indians, at treaties held with them on 
the third day of February and the twenty-eighth day of Au* 
gusty one thousand eight hundredL and twenty -two^ together 
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%9w Torl^ With three hundred acres conveyed by the said Indians to the 
'**^' said people, on the twenty-fifth day of March, in the year one 

thousand eight hundred and twenty; and the commissioners of 
the land office shall cause letters patent to be issued to John 
Hadcocky William Page, Mary Docksteder, and Elihu Lewis, 
for the lands stipulated in the last mentioned treaty, to be 
granted to them respectively ; and also to Jacob Kunkepot, for 
the lands mentioned in said treaty, as laid out for him by the 
said Indians : Provided^ That before letters patent be issued 
for any of said lots, if any person other than the patentee shall 
have improvements thereon to which he may have an equita- 
ble right, satisfactory proof shall be produced that he has been 
paid for the same, as required by said treaty and the treaty last 
mentioned in this section, be, and the same is hereby confirm- 
ed ; and the surveyor-general shall sell the residue of said lands 
in manner aforesaid : Provided^ That every person having aa 
improvement on any lot to the value of fifty dollars, shall have 
tfie right of pre-emption for the same, until the expiration of 
six mouths from and after the time when the survey thereof 
shall be returned to the surveyor-general's office, at such price 
as the' same shall be valued at, exclusive of the improvements 
thereon, by appraisers to be appointed by the commissioners of 
the land office for that purpose. 

3. ^nd be it further enacted , That the appraisers to be ap- 
pointed as aforesaid, shall, before they enter upon their duties, 
take and subscribe an oath before some proper officer, that they 
will faithfully make the appraisements required by this act, ac« 
cording to the best of their judgment and ability; and such ap- 
praisers shall, in like manner, appraise the value of the im- 
provements, to be paid for by the persons tQ whom letters pa- 
tent are to be granted as aforesaid, and ascertain the persons 
who may appear to be equitably entitled thereto. 



An Act for the relief of Iklary Doxtater, and for otJier purposes. 

U2S. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, re- 

presented in Senate and •dssembli/y That it shall be lawful for 
the commissioners of the land office, and they are hereby re- 
quired to confirm the Indian title to Mary Doxtater, of the 
tribe of Indians settled on a tract of land called New Stock- 
bridge, the land in said tract as was laid out for her by the said 
Indians, or the Indian right thereto, which she may have pur- 
chased or inherited: Providedy That the same in the whole 
shall not exceed three hundred acres of land, and such land shall 
■be confirmed to her and her heirs^ without the power of alienar 
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tion: And ftirther, that the said Mary Doxtater shall make New Toi%, 
further proof from the town records of New Stockbridge, to **^* 
the surveyor-general, that she has purchased the said Indian 
titJe in an honest and equitable manner, before she shall be en- 
titled to letters patent as aforesaid. 

1824. 

An Act for the relief of certain persons having made or purchased iinprov«« 
ments on the lands lately ceded to this state by the Stockbridge Indians^ 
and for other purposes. 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York^ jgj^. 
represented in Senate and Assembly ^ That the commissioners 

of the land office shall, as soon as may be, cause the value of 
the several lots of the lands purchased from the Stockbridge 
Indians at a treaty on the sixteenth day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, to be appraised, ex- 
clusive of the improvements thereon; and the appraisers to be 
appointed for that purpose, shall also make a separate appraise- 
ment of the value of the improvements on each lot, and shall| 
as soon thereafter as may be, make returns of such appraise- 
ments to the said commissioners : And the appraisers to be ap- 
pointed by the said commissioners for the purposes aforesaid, 
shall, before they ent^r on their duties, take and subscribe an 
oath before some proper officer, that they will faithfully make 
the appraisements required by this act, according to the best of 
their judgment and ability. 

2. Jind be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the said appraisers, together with the superintendents of the 
Stockbridge Indians, to ascertain as far as practicable, the 
amount which was on fJie sixteenth day of September last due 
Ip said Indians on purchase or leases of improvements, or of 
the privilege of occupancy of the said lands^ specifying the 
lots on which such improvements have been made: And the 
said appraisers shall report with their appraisements a state- 
ment of such dues, together with the evidences thereof, as far 
as they shall have been able to procure them. 

3. •Sfid be it further enacted. That it shall be lawful for . 
ihe4Commissioners of the land office to sell on the condition 
prescribed by law for the sale of unappropriated lands, every 
lot of the aforesaid lands having improvements on it to the 
value of fifty dollars, to the owner or owners thereof: Pro- 
videdj That within three months after the appraisement made 
as aforesaid, shall be reported to the said commissioners, ap? 
plication for the purchase of sueh lot shall be made^ with sa- 
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New YoA, tisfactory proof that the applicant is the owner of the improvc- 
1884. ments thereon : %fiiid priwidtd aiso^ That no piircliase marie- 

from any of said Indians after the sixteenth day of September 
last, shall be considered as conveying a right to any improve- 
ments. 

4. And he it further enacted^ That the consideration mo- 
ney for each of such lots, shall be the sum at which the sanne 
shall be appraised as aforcbaid, exclusive of tiie improvements 
thereon; and if it shall appear on tiie report to be made as 
herein before directed, that on the purchase of the improve- 
ments or privilege of occupancy on any lot, there was any 
thins; due to said Indians, or any of tiiem, on the sixteenth 
day of September last, the amouni tiiereof as so reported shall 
be added to the consideration Tor the same : And if it shall ap- 
pear from the returns to be made as aforesaid, that there is due 
from the purchasers of impruvemenls or privileges of occu- 
pancy of said laiidr^, a sum in the ag^iegate less than eight 
hundred dollars, the diii'erence shall be apportioned and added 
to the consideration monies, to be paid on the other lots to foe 
sold to owners ol improvements, pursuant to this and the pre- 
ceding sections of tl.is act, and the surveyor general shall, in 
the manner directed by law for the sale of unappropriated 
lands, sell all the residue of the lands atbresaid. 

5. Jind be it further etwcttd^ That the treaty made with 
the New Stockbridge Indians, on the sixteenth day of Septem- 
ber last, for the purchase of certain lands therein mention- 
ed, be, and is hereby confirmed, and the commissioners of the 
land ofHce are directed to issue letters patent according to the 
said treaty, to Austin Mygatt, Michael Waner, Mary Doxta- 
der, Daniel Fowler, and John Hadcock, for the lands reserved. 
to them respectively. 

6. And be it further enacted^ That Mary Doxtader, of tha 
Stockbridge tribe of Indians, be, and is hereb\ authorized ana 
empowered to sell and convey, in fee simple, to any person or 
persons whomsoever, out of any lands that she may own in this 
state, a quantity not exceeding two hundred acies, to enable her 
to defray the expenses of educating her children. 



An Act for the relief of the St. Regis Indians. • 

1124. ^^ ^^ enacted by the people of the stale of New Yorkj re^ 

presented in Senate and Assernblij^ i'hat it shall be the duty 
of the comptroller 16 draw his warrant on tht* treasury, for the 
payment of any sum not exceeding seven hundred and thirty- 
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five dollars and seven cents, in favor of Asa Hascall, district New York« 
attorney for the county of Franklin, upon his cenificate or^^^ 
certificates of the amount of re:its due to the said St. Re^is 
Indians, from settlers on certain lands, ceded by them to the 
people of this state, by treaty dated twentieth February, one 
thousand ei^rht hundred and eighteen; and it shall be the duty 
of the said Asa Hascail, on receiving said money, to pay or 
cause to be paid to the saiil Indians, cw their legal representji- 
tives, such sum as shall be by him received as aforesaid; and 
on payment of such sum to said Indians as aforesaid, it shall be 
taken and deemed in full satisfaction and dischaige of ail 
claims of the said Indians, for any arrears of rent due to tberai 
as aforesaid : Proxnded always^ That the said Asa Hascail 
shall specify in his certificate as atbresaid, tathe comptroller^ 
the amount due for rent from each individual named in said 
certificate, the number of acres occupied by each, and the terms 
on which said land was occupied; and that the said certificate 
shall be given within six months from the passing of this act. 



An Act to provide for the appointment of peace-makers and town clerk for 
the Stockbridge Indians, and for otlier purposes. 

Whereas, it appears by a petition from the Stockbridge In- 1821', 
dians, that there has difficulty arisen in their nation, respecting 
their mode of appointing peace-makers, on account of the mu- 
lattoes and negroes that have been adopted into their nation, 
and the Stockpridge Indians pray that a law may be passed so 
as to prevent any further difficulty as to the mode of appoint- 
iDg peace-makers and town clerk in their nation : Therefore^ 

1. Bt it enacted by the people of the State of New Yorky 
represented in Senate and Assembly^ That it shall be lawful 
for the Stockbridge and Delaware Indians that have been 
adopted into the Stockbridge tribe, to meet in general council^ 
and by a majority of votes given in such council, to appoint 
peace-makers and town clerk; and such peace-makers and 
town clerk shall hold their office for the term of one year.^ 

2. •tfiu/ be it further enacted^ That it shall not he lawful 
for any negro or mulatto to meet or vote in any such council, 
after the passing of this law; and it shall be the duty of the 
town clerk of the Stockbridge Indians, to transmit the names of 
the peace-makers and town clerk to the superintendents of In- 
dian afiairs, and it shall be the duty of the said superintendents 

,to keep a record of the san^e. 

3. Jlnd be it further enactedj That all persons claiming 
improvements on the lands mentioned in the second proviso to 

15 
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iir«ir York, the second section of the act, entitled '< An act for the disposal 
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of the lands lately' ceded to the people of this state by the 
Onooda|i;a and Stockbridge Indians/' passed March 12, 1823^ 
strally on or before the 19th day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty -four, submit their respective clainis to the 
decision of Truman Enos, of Paris, in the county of Oneida^ 
who is hereby appointed to hear and determine all claims that 
may be presented to him as aforesaid, in relation to such ini-% 
provements, and the right of pre-emption in consequence thereot 
^nted by the said act ; and the said Truman Enos shall, im- 
mediately thereafter, transmit his decisions to the surveyor- 
general of this state, who shall grant his certificates according- 
ly, on the payments being made and bonds executed, as re-* 
quired by law. 

4. ^nd be it further enacted^ That the said Truman Enos 
shall, in like manner, hear and determine all claims that shall 
be presented to him under the third section of the act, entitled 
**An act Tor the relief of certain persons having made or pur- 
chased improvements on the lands lately ceded to this state by 
the Stockbridge Indians, and for other purposes," passed Fe- 
bruary 21, 1824: Provided^ That such claims shall be pre- 
sented within three months after the apprafcement required hy 
the said act shall have belbn returned to the commissioners of 
the land office; and the said Truman Enos shall, without delay, 
report his decisions on such claims to the said commissioners, ^ 
wno shall accordingly make the sales required by the afore- - 
said act 

5. Jind be it further enacted^ That the said Truman Enos 
shall give notice, for a* least two weeks, in one newspaper 
printed in each of the counties of Oneida and Madison, of the 
time and place for determining the said claims, and shall also 
take and subscribe an oath faithfully and impartially to perform 
the duties aforesaid, which oath shall be filed in the surveyor- 
general's office : n^nd further^ That the one half of the ex* 
pense of conducting the said investigations, shall be paid bjr 
the persons respectively to whom the right of pre-emption 
shall be awarded, and the other half by the opposing parties : 
Provided^ That the said Truman Enos shall not charge more 
than three dollars for hearing and determining any one claim* 



An Act rdating to the Mile Square on Grass river, in the county of St. 

Lawrence, and for other purposes. 

*•<*. \. Be it enacted by thepeopk of the state of New Torky re- 

presented in Senate and Assembly ^ That the treaty concluded 
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between the governor of this state and the St Re^s tribe of K«irVQrk> 
Indians^ on the sixteenth day of March last, for the purchase ^^^ 
of the tract of land known and distinguished as the Mile 
Square, including the Indian mills on Grass river, in the town 
of Mass^na, in the county of St Lawrence, be, and the same 
is hereby approved of and ratified. 

2. %S.nd be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the surveyor-general, as soon as conveniently may be, to cause 
the said Mile Square to be surveyed into suitable lots for sale; 
and that he sell the same, together with the improvements 
thereon, in the manner directed by law, for the sale of the un- 
appropriated lands of this state. 

3. ^nd be it further enacted^ That the authority given by 
the act passed the present session of the legislature, '^ for the 
relief of the St. Regis Indians," to Asa Hascall to audit and 
receive, and the comptroller to draw his warrant for payment 
of certain moneys for rents due the St. Regis Indians, shall ex* 
tend and apply as well to rents due the said Indians, from the 
lands ceded by them to this state, by treaty dated March fif- 
teenth, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, as to the rents 
mentioned in the aforesaid act ; but the whole amount to be 
paid for rents due from the lands ceded by both treaties^ shall 
not exceed the sum of seven hundred and thirty-five dollars 
and seven cents, being the sum mentioned in the said act, and 
the same shall be deemed to be in full satisfaction and discharge 
of all claims of the said Indians for arrears of rent tinder both 
treaties. 



1825. 



An Act relatii^ to the purchase of lands from the Stockbridge fftdiuu, and 

for the relief of settlers on the same. 

Whereas, the Stockbridge Indians have, by their petition, im. 
signified a desire to sell the residue of their lands situate in 
New Stockbridge, for the purpose of enabling them to remove 
to Green Bay, in the territory of Michigan : Therefore, 

1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, 
r^n'extnted in Senate and Assembly j That it shall and may 
be lawful for the person administering the eovernmeot of this 
state to treat with the Stockbridge Indians for the purchase of * 
lands belonging to the nation or to individuals, and in such 
purchase to allow them a fair price for their lands, first de- 
ducting such sum as the improvementis shall be estimated at by 
the provisions in the third section of this act, and also all the 
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XevYflfki expenses ^ich may be incurred by the state in the survey, 
1825. apprai^a', and disposition of the lands, and all other expenses 

which may arise in carrying this act intof effect 

2 ^nd be it further enacted J That it shall and may be 
lawful for the person administering the government of this 
state, to appoint, by and with the consent of ihe said Indians, 
to be expressed in and by the said treaty, such agent or agents 
as he may think necessary, to take charge of the money to be 
paid the Indians for their lands, and to go with them to Green 
" Bay, taking from such agent or agents sufficient bonds to the 
people of this state, to account with the comptroller for all 
monies that may come into his or their hands, and to discharge 
faithfully the duties of his or their appointment; which agent 
or agents shall receive fo*- his or their services such sum as 
the person administering the government of this state shall 
deem an adequate compensation, to be paid out of the purchase 
money to be given by this state for the lands purchased in 
pursuance of ihis act; and' such agent or agents siiall follow the 
instructions which may be given by the person administering 
the government of this state. 

3. .^nd be itjurther enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the commissioners of the laid office, pursuant to the directions 
of the act concerning the commissioners of the land office, and 
for the sale of unappropriated lands, forthwith to cause all the 
said lands which have not already been surveyed, to cause all 
the said lands, exclusive of any improvements made thereon^ 
to be appraised, and also to cause all the improvements made 
upon the said lands, or any part thereof, to be valued and aft- 
praised separate from the appraised value of the said lands : 
jProwflfea such improvements were made before the fijpst of No- 
vember last, and shall exceed in value fifty dollars; and.it shall 
be the duty of the appraiser in making out the appraisement, 
to deduct from the appraised value of such improvements a 
reasonable allowance for the use of the lands by the occupants^ 
in cases where such occupant, or those under whom he claims, 
have not paid to the Indians a rent equal to the use of the im- 
provements, and also to deduct the deterioration in the value 
of the land which has been occasioned by the occupant, or 
those under whom he claims, by having cut and carried away 
^ 'the timber during their occupancy; and also to deduct therefrom 
such sum as the appraiser or appraisers may deem proper for 
any other injury done by the occupant, or. those under whom 
he may clnim; and the appraiser or appraisers shall in no case 
allow for the improvements a greater sum than the lot would 
"sell fer over and above what such lot would have brought in a 
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wild and uncultivated state; and it shall be the further duty of Wew Ycrk, 
the said appraiser in making the said appraisement, to set down 
and designate particularly therein the name of each person ac* 
tually owning, and of right interested in any of the said im* 
provenients, which of the said owners are Indians and which 
are whites, the number of acres of the said improvementfl 
owned by each, the value per acre, and the total value of the 
improvements of each, such person, and the amount due to 
each for such improvements, after making the deductions afore^ 
said, and the account lor making the said survey and appraisal 
shnll be audited by the said commissioners and paid out of the 
purchase monies to be given for the said lands. 

4. %find he it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the surveyor-general, as soon as the said survey and appraisal 
shall have been completed pursuant to the directions of this act, 
and a return thereof received at his office, to transmit a copy 
of such surve}? and appraisement to the person administering 
the government of this state, the better to enable him to makie 
the treaty contemplated in the first section of this act ; and that 
in the treaty to be made with the said Indians for the purchase 
of their lands, a suitable provision shall be made for the sup- 
port and removal to Green Bay of such of the poor and indi- 
gent Indians as belong to the Stockbridge tribe, and as are now 
residing in New Stockbridge, and are not entitled to lands. 

5. *Bnd he it further enacted ^ That thQ treasurer shall pay, 
on the warrant of the comptroller, to the order of the person 
administering the government of this state, such sum or sums 

. of money as shall in and by the said treaty so to be made as 
aforesaid, be due to the said Indians, or any of them, either 
for the said lands or for the improvements thereon, owned by 
them or any or either of them, and agreed to be purchased by 
the terms of the said treaty; and it shall be the duty of the 
commissioners of the land office, within one month after the 
execution of the treaty to be made pursuant to this act, to 
meet together and take into consideration the appraisal of the 
improvements upon the said lands, or any part thereof belong- 
ing to such white persons as by the said survey and appraisal 
shall appear to be owners of improvements on the said lands, 
and to make such further enquiries as they shall.think necessary, 
either as to the correctness of the appraisal of the sale of the said 
lands, or of the said improvements; and after having obtained 
such information as to them shall be satisfactory, in th^ir dis- ' 
cretion to order the treasurer, on the warrant of the comptrol- 
ler, to pay to each of the said persons the appraised value of 
their said improvements respectively, or to order a sale of th^ 
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lots upoD which the said improvements may be, to each of the 
persons owning such improvements, at the price at which the 
said lots shall have been appraised, exclusive of such improve- 
ments, with the addition of the proportionable expenses made 
by the state in the purchase of the said lands, upon each of the 
said persons, within three months after they shall have received 
notice of such determination of the said commissioners, com- 
plying in all respects with the provisions of the act regulating 
the sale of the unappropriated lands of this state. 

6. %^nd be it further enacted^ That the lands so purchased 
from the Indians, with the improvements thereon, shall be sold 
in the manner and on the conditions mentioned in the act, en- 
titled '^ An act concerning the commissioners of the land of- 
fice, and the sale of the unappropriated lands," passed April 
€th, li$13, except such lots as may be disposed of under the 
£fth section of this act 



jkn Act for the appointment of an agent for the Onondaga tribe of IndAm. 

la^. ^^ *^ enacted by the people of the state of New York^ re- 

presented in Senate and %flsse.mbly y That it shall and may be 
lawful for the person administering the government of this 
state, as often as it may be necessary, to appoint an agent for 
the Onondaga tribe of Indians, who shall hold his office two : 
years, unless sooner removed by the person administering the 
government of this state; and that so much of the forty fourth' V 
section of the act, entitled ^' An act relative to the diffisrent'^'^ 
tribes and nations of Indians within this state," passed the 
tenth of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, as 
relates to the appointment of an agent for the Onondaga In* 
dians, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 



An Act for the relief of tlie second Ctiristian party of Oneida Indianfl, and 

for other purposes. 

iisy. • \. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Yortj 
represented in Senate and ^ssembly^ That it shall not be 
lawful for the surveyor-general to sell lot number thirty-one, 
commonly called the Butternut Orchard lot, lately purchased 
by the people of this state of the first Christian party of the 
Oneida Indians, situated on the south side of the Seneca turn^" 
' pike road, near the church of the second Christian party of 
Oneida Indians; and that it shall and may be lawful for the 
person administering the government of this state, and he is 
kereby authorized to make an exchange of the said lot of land 
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with the second Christian party of Oneida Indians, for other New Toft^ 
lands belonging to the last mentioned Indians, upon such terms ^^^^ 
and conditions as he may deem equitable and just, and in such 
manner as to secure to the second Christian party of Oneida 
Indians the use and enjoyment of the said lot of land, for the 
sole and only use of such missionary or missionaries as shall 
from time to time preach amongst the said Indians, and in suck 
manner that the said lot shall revert to the people of this state 
when the Indians shall cease to use it for the purpose afore- 
said. 

2. ^nd be it further enacted^ That it shall and may be 
lawful for the person administering the government of this 
state to purchase a part of the lands of the Stockbridge In- 
dians, situated in New Stockbridge, in case the whole cannot 
be obtained, any thing in the act, entitled " An act relating to 
the purchase of lands from the Stockbridge Indians, and for the 
relief of the settlers on the same,*' passed the twelfth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 



An Act relative to certsun lands in the St. Reg^s reaenration, in the county. 

of Franklin. 

Whereas, the Indians of the St. Regi^ tribe did, by two cer-isjj. 
. tain indentures of lease, bearing date the twentieth day of Oc« 
'tober, and twenty-third day of October, respectively, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, 
(which leases are sanctioned and confirmed by the legislature 
of this state,) convey certain premises therein described, ia 
consideration of a certain annuity or rent annually to be paid 
for a term of years, with a condition for the renewal of said 
leases as often as the same might expire, and upon the same 
terms: And whereas, by the subdivision of said premises 
among a number of occupants, or by the removal of the said 
Indians from their present possessions, they may experience 
difficulty and loss in collecting and receiving the4*ents Reserved 
and annually due by virtue of the conveyances aforesaid" 
Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, r«- 
presented in Senate and ^sisemblyj That it shall and may be 
lawful for the grantee in the said conveyances named, or his 
assigns, to convey the premises therein described to the people 
of this state; and whenever the said grantee or his assigns 
shall have paid, or secured to be paid into the treasury of this 
state, a sum equal to the principal of the annuity yearly pay- 
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liTevtod:^ able to said Indians by virtue of the conveyances aioresaid, at 
^***- the rate of six per cent, per annum, it shall be the duty of the 

commissioners of the land office to re-convey by letters patent 
to the said grantee or his assigns so paying or securing the pay- 
ment of the sum above mentioned, and forever thereafter the 
annuity reserved in the conveyances aforesaid, shall annually 
be paid to said Indians, in like manner as theii* other annuities 
from this state are now payable. 



An Act to amend the act, entitled "An act respecling intinisions on Indian 

li.nds," passed March 31, 1821. 

fgj5^ Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York^ re- 

presented in Senate and Assembly^ That whenever the judges 
of the county courts of any county in this stale, within which 
any reservation or tract of land occupied by any tribe or na- 
tion of Indians may be situate, or a majority of them, shalK on 
the request of any such tribe or nation of Indians, or the major 
part ol them, grant a license in writing to any schoolmaster, 
teacher, or family of teachers, to enter and to reside upon any 
8ueh lands or reservation, and for that purpose to occupy so 
much land as the said judges shall in such license specify, not 
exceeding fifty acres ; and whenever the said judges, or a ma- .^ 
jority of them, shall as aforesaid grant a license to any person j 
to reside upon any such reservation, for the purpose of in- ^ ^ 
Structipgthe said Indians in agriculture, the mechanic arts, or ■ 
to erect f jr them any mill or other machinery, or to attend and ^ 
keep in repair any mjll or other machinery, or to assist such 
Indians in the manufacture of salt, the person or persons to 
whom such license shall be granted, shall not be subject to the 
provisions contained in the act, entitled " An act respecting in- 
trusions on Indian lands,'' passed March 31, 1821 : Provided, 
That the said judges, or a majority of them, may at any time 
in their discretion revoke any such license so granted by them 
as aforesaid; amd it shall be their duty to revoke the same 
whenever it shall appear that any person to whom the same 
was granted, has sold, given away? or in any way distributed, 
any ardent spirits among the said Indians; and whenever such 
license shall be so revoked, the same shall cease to have any 
force or effect whatever; and it shall be the duty of the district 
attorney of the county wherein such reservation shall be situate, 
to proceed and cause the removal of such person or persons 
fr m such reservation, according to the provisions of the act 
aforesaid. 
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/ 

ikH Act to authotiie Mary Doxteder, of the Stockbridge tribe of IikBanib to New tgA. 

sell and convey certain lands. Ig25. 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Yorky rc- 
presented in Senate and Assembly , That Mary Doxtader, of 
the Stockbridge tribe of Indian.**, be, and she is hereby au« 
lliorized and empowered to sell and convey in fee simple, to 
any person or persons whomsoever, one hundred acres out of 
any land she may now own in this state, and the Indian title 
to which may have been confirmed to her by the commission- 
ers of the land ofSce, in pursuance of the provisions of the 
act, entitled ** An act for the relief of Mary Doxtader, and for 
ether pur];foses/' passed April 23, 1823. 



1826. 



An Act for the relief of settlers on lands purchased by the state, of the 

Stockbridge Indians. 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Yorky re- isjs, 
presented in Senate and Assembly ^ That it shall be the duty 
of the commissioners of the land office to order a sale to each 
person of the lot upon which said person shall have made such 
improvements as by the provision of an act, entitled ^* An act 
relating to the purchase of lands from the Stockbridge Indians, 
and for the relief of settlers on the same," passed March 17, 
1825, authorized the said commissioners to make an order ef 
^^. aale to such person or persons, and the sale to such persons shall 
^ be made according to the provisions of said act: Provided^ 
That the commissioners of the land office be authorized lo or» 
der a new appraisal of said lots, exclusive of said improve* 
ments, if the said commissioners shall deem it for the interest 
of the state, and that the expense of said appraisal, with the 
interest on the same from the time the treaty was made with 
the said Indians for said lands, be added to the appraised prices 
cf said lots : %^nd provided further^ That in case a aew ap* 
praisal shall be made, the said settlers shall apply for the sale 
of said lots within thirty days from such new appraisal, and 
shall satisfy the said commissioners that they have paid a rea« 
sonable rent to the said Indians for said lots; and if the said 
settlers have not paid reasonable rent, that the said commis- 
sioners shall have the right to add to said new appraisa* such 
farther amount as shall be appraised to be reasonable for such 
settlers to pay, and such further allowance for rent shall be fer 
^tiie use of the said Indians. 

16 
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An Act to amend th'^ act, entitled " An act relating to the purcliasc of lauds 
from the Stockbr ';T^ Indians, and f r tne nlief of the settlei s residing on 
the same.** 

Whereas, it is represented that the appraisers appointed in 
JJ[!J^^''' pursuance of the act hereby amended, have ci»rrected luisiakes 
maile in their report, of the appraisements by them of the New 
StockbridjCfc lauds; and the commissioners of the land office 
have decided ihit they have no authority under said act to ad- 
mit any corrections of said report after its delivery : For re- 
medy whereof, 

1. Be %t enacted hy the people of the state of New Yorky 
represented in Senale find ^issenibly^ That it shall be lawful 
for the com'nissioners of the land office to ad'iiit of the cor- 
rections which have so been made, any thing; in the said act to 
the contrary (loiwithstandinir;: Provided^ That the said com- 
missioners sliall, if they deem it necessary, receive further 
evidence relative to liie value of the soil and improvements, 
and the riji^hiful owners thereof; and the said commissioners 
shall, in their discretion, then either direct grants tD be made to 
the owners of the improvements, or direct either or all of th© 
said lots to be sold by auction. 

2. %^nd be it further enacted^ That the lots of land in said 
New Siockbridge, set by the appraisers to the names respec- 
tively, of Thomas Wainer.and William G.irdner, designated as 
coloured men, be granted to them respectively, in the manner 
directed by the act aforesaid, and the act, entitled <* An act for 
the relief of settlers on lands purchased by the state of the 
Stockbridge Indians," passed February 1, 1826, for the sale of 
said lands to the white occunants thereof. 



Ab Act to amend the act, entitled '«* An act relative to the different tribes 
and natioTis of Indians in this state,'* passed April 10, 1813. 

ii2€. Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, re- 

presented in Senate and •Assembly, That the provisions of the 
third section of the act, entitled << An act relative to the dif- 
ferent tribes and nations of Indians in this state," passed April 
tenth, eighteen hundred and thirteen, so far as they may be 
applicable, be, and they are hereby extended to the Seneca and 
St Re^is tribes of Indians, and that any person or persons who 
shall sell to any Indian of said tribes, or to any Indian residing 
with or visiting said tribes, any rum, brandy, gin, or other ar- 
dent spirits, within the county of Cattaraugus or Franklin, shall 
be deemed guilty of a public ofTence, and be subject to the pe- 
nalties provided in and by the said scctioD, to be recovered and 
paid in the manner therein prescribed. 



123 

An Act relating to the late treaty with the second Christian party of Oneida 

Indians^ and fov otlier purposes. 

1. Be it eruzcted by the people of the state of New York^ New York, 
represented in Senate and •dssembhfj That the treaty con- •sac. 
eluded between the 'governor of this state and the second 
Christian party of the tribe of Oneida Indians, on the first day 

of February last, for the purchase of the tract of land as par- 
ticularly described in the said treaty, be, and the same is here- 
by approved of and ratified. 

2. Jind be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 

the surveyor-jijeneraJ, as soon as conveniently may be, to cause » 
the said tract to be surveyed into suitable lots for sale, and that 
he sell the same, together with the improvements thereon, in 
the manner directed by law for the sale of the unappropriated 
lands of this state. 

3. ^nd be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the commissioners of the land office to issue letters patent to 
Nathan Davis for two hundred acres of land, in conformity 
with the provisions of the said treaty. 

4. ^nd be it further enact edj That the commissioners of 
the land office, on all sales of public lands hereafter to be 
made, shall require the payment of such part of the purchase 
money at the time of such sale or sales, as they may think the 
interest of the state may require, in reference ti the value and 
situation of such lands and the timber thereon, which payment 
shall not be less than twenty-five per cent, nor more than se* 
veiity-five per cent, of such purchase money, the terms of sale 
and the amount required to be paid on each lot or tract, to be 
made known previous to the sale thereof. 

5. jlnd be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the surveyor general also to cause the lands belonging to the 
people of this state, in the Long Sault Island in the St. Law- 
rence river, to be surveyed and sold as aforesaid. 

6. x,ind be it further enacted j That it shall be the duty of 
the comptroller of this state, from time to time, to examine the 
bonds, mortgages, and contracts on which money may be due 
to the people of this state, and to make enquiries relative to 
the value of the property and sufficiency of the security for the 
sum or sums due as aforesaid, and in addition to the payment 
of the interest, shall require the payment of such part of the 
principal as he may doom necessary for tbo security and inte* 
rest of the stati*. 
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An Act for the relief of Miiy Boxtader. 

ir«v York -^^ ^^ enacted by thepeopk qf the state qf New York, re- 
iisr* ' presented in Senate and ^ssemblj/f That it shall and may be 
lawful for Mary Doxtader, with the approbation of the sup^r* 
intendents of the Stoekbridge Indians, to sell and eonyey, Iq 
fee simple, any lands which have heretofore been granted to 
her by the people of this state; to take and receive such secu* 
rities for the purchase money as shall be approved by the said 
superintendents; and that any deed of conveyance executed by 
the said Mary Doxtader, of such lands, upon which the appro- 
. bation of the said superintendents shall be endorsed as afore* 
said, shall be deemed valid and effectual to all intents and pur* 
poses. 



An Act proinding for the appnisal and settlement of dami^es claimed by the 
Seneca Indians, in consequence of diverting the waters of the Tonnawanda 
Creek into the feeder of the Erie Canal. 

ttfr« Be it enacted by the people of the state of New Torkf re* 

presented in Senate and jJssemblyj That the appraisers ap- 

E)inted pursuant to the act, entitled *' An act concerning the 
rie and Champlain canals," passed April 20, 1825, be, and 
they are hereby authorized, and whose duty it shall be to assess 
and appraise all the unsettled claims for damages which the 
Seneca nation of Indians has sustained or may sustain, in con- 
sequence of the waters of the Tonnawanda creek being di- 
verted, upon the Tonnawanda reservation into the feeder te 
the Erie canal, or by any work connected therewith, in the 
same manner and upon the same princi|;les as they are autho- 
rized to assess and appraise other claims for damages in and by 
the said act; and on such assessment and appraisal, to estimate 
the lair value of the lands taken for the said feeder and the 
works connected therewith, and also take into consideration 
the damages, if any, which may havej)een or may be sustained 
by the said Indians, or any of them, by the loss of their fishery 
in the said creek; and after making such assessment and ap- 
praisal, they shall make a certificate of the same, signed by 
them, and file the same in the office of the comptroller of this 
state; and no appeal shall be made from the decision of the said 
appraisers, but the same shall be final and conclusive in the 
premises; and when the said certificate shall have been filed ^ 
as aforesaid, and it shall appear thereby that any damages have 
been awarded to the said Indians^ the treasurer of this state 
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shall pay, on the warrant of the comptroller, to the order otvewYa^ 
th^ person administering the government of this state, out of *••'• 
any monies in the treasury, the whole amount of the said da- 
mages : Provided^ The same does not exceed the sum of one 
hundred dollars, which sum shall be p^d by the person ad- 
ministering the government of this state to the said Indians; 
and if the damages awarded as aforesaid, shall exceed the sum 
of one hundred dollars, then the said treasurer shall annually^ 
on the warrant of the comptroller, pay to the order of the 
person administering the government of this state, out of any 
monies in the treasury, the amount of the interest at six per 
oent. which shall accrue from year to year upon the balance of 
the said award, for the use of the said Indians, and which shall 
be paid by the person administering the government of this 
state to the said Indians, at the time and in the manner now 
provided by law for the payment of annuities to the Indians \tk 
this state, and the said certificate shall be conclusive evidence 
thai the people of this state owe to the said Seneca Indians the 
principal sum due after the payments as aforesaid. 



An Act relative to lot number ten» in New Stockbridge. 

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York, re- 
presented in Senate and Assembly, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the commissioners of the land office to admit of the 
correction of any mistake which may have been made by the 
appraisers appointed in pursuance of the act, entitled ^^ An act 
relative to the purchase of lands of the Stockbridge Indians, 
and for the relief of the settlers on the same," passed March 
17th, 18:35, in the appraisement of lot number ten, of the New 
Stockbridge lands, or of the improvements on the same. 



fUr. 



Ad Act for the relief of John W. Newcom, of the Stockbridge tribe of 

Indians. 

Be it enacted by the peoph of the state of New York^ re* |jg. 
presented in Senate and Assembly^ That John W. Newcom, 
an educated Indian of the Mohekunnuk or Stockbridge tribe, 
be, and he is hereby confirmed in the title of any lands which 
he may own in this state as of an absolute estate of inheritance 
in fee simple, to him, his heirs and assigns forever: and that 
he shall have power to sell and convey the said lands to any 
person or persons who may purchase the same, in the same 
manner and with thesamo effect that any white person might 
or cenld do. 
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An Act to authorize the Brothertown Indians to sell and dispose of their 

lands in this state. 

Jgj Yotk, Whereas, the Brothertown Indians have, by their petition 
presented to the legislature, represented that they have pur- 
chased a tract of land at Green Bay, in the territory of Mi* 
chigan, and prayed for the passage of an act authorizing them 
to sell and dispose of their lands at Brothertown, in the county 
of Oneida, for the purpose of enabling them to remove and 
settle at Green Bay : And whereas, it is believed that such re- 
movals would not only be advantageous to said Indians, but 
for the interest of the people of this state : Therefore, 

I. Be it enacted by the people of the state of i\tw York, 
represented in Senate and Jissemblyy That it shall and may 
be lawful for the superintendents of the Brothertown Indians^ 
or a majority of them, upon application made to them for that 
purpose by any Indian or Indians owning land in Brothertown, 
to sell and convey the said lands belonging to the said Indiaa 
or Indians, to any person or persons who may apply to pur- 
chase the same: Provided^ The price agreed upon between 
the said Indian or Indians, and the said person or persons so 
applying to purchase the said lands, shall, in the opinion of 
the said superintendents, be not less than a fair and reasonable 
price for the said lands; and the said superintendents shall re- 
ceive at the time ot making such conveyance, one fourth part 
of the purchase money, and shall, at the same time, take from 
the said purchaser or purchasers in trust for the said Indian or 
Indians whose lands may be so sold, a bond and mortgage to the 
said superintendents and their successors in office, to receive 
the payment of the residue of the said purchase money, to be 
paid in four equal annual instalments, with interest annually: 
I'rovided always^ That no conveyance to be executed as afore- 
said, shall be valid, unless the peace makers (if the said Bro- 
thertown Indians, or a majority of them, together with the 
said Indian or Indians whose lands shall be so conveyed, shall 
acknowledge their consent thereto, to be certified on the back 
of the deed in the presence of the said peace makers and of the 
said Indian or Indians, by a rommissioner authorized to take 
the acknowledgments of deeds, of special bail and affidavits to 
be read in courts of record, a master in chancery, or a judge of 
the court of common pleas of the county o- Oneida, and which 
deeds to entitle them to be recorded, shall be acknowledged by 
the said superintendents in the manner that other deeds and 
conveyances are required by law to be acknowledged, and the 
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said certificate shall be recorded with the said deed, and every If ew Toiky 
inorlg;aj»;e taken as aforesaid, shall be registered by the sai(J su- ^^* 
periniendents without delay, in the clerk's oflSce of the said 
county. 

2. jJnd be ii further enacted, That the deeds and convey- 
ances to be made as aforesaid, shall convey to the purchaser or 
purchasers all the rip;ht, title, and interest of the said Inilian or 
Indians, whose lands shall be conveyed as aforesaid, of in, and 
to the same, and shall vest in such purchaser or purchasers, his 
and their heirs and assigns forever, an absolute estate of mhe- 
ritance in fee simple. 

3. Jind be it further enacted^ That the said superintend- 
ents shall keep a separate account with each individual Indian, 
of the amount of money paid down on the said sale, and of 
the amount secured to him by the said bond and mortgage; 
and after deducting therefrom the reasonable expenses k^{ such 
sale and conveyance as aforesaid, the said superintendent shall 
pay over to the said Indian or Indians, or to such agent or 
agents as the said superintendents, by and with the consent of 
the said Indian or Indians, may employ to aid and assist them 
in removing: to Green Bay, all the monies in their hands be- 
longing to the said Indian or Indians : Provided nevertheless^ 
That in case any Indian vvho may have received the first pay- 
ment for his land so to be sold as aforesaid, shall waste or spend 
the same without removing to Green Bay, it shall be lawful 
for the said superintendents, in their discretion, to withhold the 
balance of the principal of the said purchase money, secured 
to the said Indian by the bond and mortgage aforesaid, and to 
pay to such Indian only such part of the interest accruing on 
the same as the said superintendents may think necessary and 
proper, until the said Indian shall remove to Green Bay as 
aforesaid; and when all or any of the said Indians shall have 
removed and settled at Green Bay, it shall be the duty of the 
said superintendents to forward and pay over to the said Indians 
the principal and interest accruing on the said bonds and 
mortgages, as fast as the same shall become due and can be 
collected. 

4. And be it further enacted. That if the said superintend- 
ents shall sell any lands held in common by the said Brother- 
town Indians, and which has not been set apart to any particu- 
lar Indian or Indian family, they shall require that the whole 
of the purchaife money shall be paid down at the time of such 
eale, to be applier) by the said superiiit^' dents to defray the 
expenses of removing to Green Bay such of the poor of the 
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Vew Y«i^ said Indians as are destitute of the necessary means of remov* 
iwr. Jug themselves; and the residue of the said money, if any, 

shall be paid over to the said Indians, for the purpose of build- 
ing a school house and mills, or such other improvements on 
their lands at Green Bay as may be necessary and beneficial to 
the said Indians; and to render any such conveyance'of the 
said common lands valid, it shall not be necessary that all the said 
Indians should acknowledge their consent thereto, but the same 
may be done in the manner prescribed in the first section of 
this act, by the peace makers, together with three of the said 
Indians, to be chosen for that purpose at a town meeting of the 
said Indians. 

5. yil7id be it further entictedf That before the said super- 
intendents shall proceed to execute the trust reposed in them 
by this act, they shall, with two good and suiEcient sureties to 
be approved by the circuit judge of the fifth circuit, execute a 
bond to the people of this state, in the penal sum of ten thou- 
sand dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance of the 
trust reposed in them by this act, and which said bond shall be 
by them filed in the office of the comptroller of this state. 

6. Jind be it further enacted^ That the said superintend- 
ents are hereby authorized, from year to year, to pay to such 
of the said Brothertown Indians as shall remove to Green Bay, 
their proportion of the annuity payable to them o;it of the 
tre-isury of this state, in like manner as if they had still re* 
xnained within the limits of this state. 

7. Jind be it further enacted^ That the said superintend- 
enis shall annually, on before the first Monday in February in 
each and every year, report to the comptroller of this fi^te 
their proceedings under and by virtue of this act 
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1838. 



ExUract from an act, entitled "An act concerning the Reyised Statutes,'^ 

passed December 10« 1828. 

*' 18. No child of an Indian woman shall be bound as an 
apprentice, under the provisions of the fourth title of the 
eighth chapter, second part of the Revised Statutes, except in 
the presence and with the consent of a justice of the peace; a 
certificate of which consent, signed by the justice, shall be 
filed with the clerk of the town in which the indenture of ap- 
prenticeship shall be executed/^ 
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1829. 

▲n Act relating to the purchase of lands firom the lint Chriftian and Ordianl 

parties of the Oneida Indians. 

The people of the state of New Tork, represented in &- 
nate and Assembly ^ do enact as follows: 

1. It shall be lawful for the person administering the go* ^f^ York, 
vernment of this state, to treat with the First (christian party *^^* 
of the Oneida Indians, and also with the Orchard party of the 
same tribe, and each of them, for the purchase of lands be- 
longing to either of said parties, at such time or times as either 
of the said parties shall desire to sell their lands, or such por- 
tion thereof as the person administering the government of 
this state may deem proper to purchase; and in such purchase, 
to allow each of the said parties a fair price for their lands, 
first deducting such sum as the improvements shall be estimat-* 
cd at, as is provided by the third section of this act; also such 
sum as may be equal to the expenses which may be incurred 
by the state in the survey, appraisal, and disposition of their 
lands, and all the expenses which may arise in carrying this 
act into cfiect. * • 

2, It shull and may be lawful for the person administering 
the government of this state, if he shall deem it necessary, 
from time to time to appoint, by and with the consent of such 
party of said Indians as may be interested in such appointment, 
sucii agent or agents as he may think proper, to take charge of 
the money to be paid to the Indians for their lands, and to go 
with them to Green Bay; taking from such agent or agents 
sufficient bonds to the people of this state, to account to the 
comptroller for all monies that may come into his or their 
hands, and to discharge faithfully the duties, of such agency; 
which agent or agents shall receive for his or their services 
fuch sum as the peri>on administering the government of this 
state shall deem an adequate compensation, to be paid out of 
the purchase money to be given by this state fof the lands pur- 
chased in pursuance of this act. But such ap^ent shall not, in 
any case, receive any other or further reward for such services 
than the sum prescribed by the person administering the go- 
vernment of tliis state, and stich agent or agents shall follow 
the instructions which may be given him by the person ad- 
ministering the government of this state. 

3. It shall be the duty of the commissioners of the land 
office, after the sale of any lands, as mentioned in the first sec- 
tion of this act, forthwith to cause the said land to be apprais- 
ed, exclusive of improvements made thereon; and also to cause 

17 
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Xr»w \«fel^ ftl) of the improvements made upon the mid lands, or amy paii 
**^ thereof, M the time of any such appraisement, to be Valued and 

appraised separate from the said lands : And it shall be iht 
further duty of the appraisers in making anv such appraise- 
ment, to set down and designate particularly therein the name 
of each person owning and of right interested in any of the 
iaid improvements, the number of acres of the said improve- 
ments owned by each, the value per acre, and the total value of 
the improvements of such persons, and the amount due to each 
for improvements; and the expenses of the said survey and 
appraisal shall be audited by the said commissioners, and paid 
•ut of the purchase monies to be given for the said lands. But 
no person not belonging to either of the said parties shall be 
considered as the owner of any such improvement. 

4. Whenever it shall satisfactorily appear to the person ad- 
ministering the government of this state, that a sufficient num- 
ber of the individuals of either of the said parties shall be pre* 
pared to migrate to Green Bay, to render it in his opinion pro- 
per that they should thus migrate, the treasurer shall, upon the 
warrjniof the comptroller, pay to the order of the person ad 
toiinistei^ng the government of this state, such sum or sums of 
money as shall from time to time be expressed in and by such 
order or orders, not exceeding in amount the balance at such 
time or times due to such party for whose benefit such order 
shall be made as aforesaid. 

5. Immediately after the appraisal of the improvements on 
the said lands, and after the possession of the said lands shall 
be delivered to this state, the treasurer shall, on the warrant of 
the comptroller, pay to each ot the persons owning the said 
improvements the appraised value of said improvements. 

6. .The commissioners of the land office shall make and eX'^ 
ecute to such person or persons such title to any lands now oc- 
cupied by either of the said parties as shall be stipulated in and 
by any treaty hereafter to be made with either of the said par- 
ties. 

7. The person administering the government of this state^ 
shall, by and with the consent of the different parties of Oneida 
Indians, appoint three suitable persons to make division of the 
Annuity due from the people of this state to the said Indians, 
between the three several parties of the said Iribe : the persons 
so appointed, shall meet on the first day of June next, at such 
place as they may deem proper, and after hearing the proofs 
and allegations of each of the said parties, shall make such di« 
vision of the said annuity aiio?ig the said several parties as they 
or any two of them may deem just and rights which said divi- 
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aioD 80 to be made as aforesaid, shall forever thereafter be pur- Vew Tott, 
sued iu all payments of annuities by this state to the Oneida ^^ ' 
Indians. 

8. On or before the fifteenth day of May in each year, the 
First Christian party of the Oneida Indians, and the Orchard 
party of the same tribe, shall inform the person administering 
the government of this state of the number of individuals be- 
longing to their respective parties entitled to i:eceive the said 
annuities, resident at Oneida Castleton, or in the counties of 
Madison and Oneida, and also of the number entitled to their 
portions of the same, resident at Green Bay, until all of the 
members of the said parties shall have removed to Green Bay, 
and thereupon the governor of this state shall annually cause 
to be paid to such of the said parties as shall at such time re* 
side at Green Bay, their due share of the said annuities; which 
said monies shall be paid to their principal men, on their order;| 
at the city of Albany 

9. Whenever lands shall be conveyed by the First Christian 
party, or the Orchard party of the Oneida Indians, to this 
state, according to the first section of this act, the treasurer 
fhall forthwith, upon the warrant of the comptroller, pay to 
the order of the person administering the government of this 
state, such reasonable sum as he may think proper, to defray 
the expenses of making such treaty, and to furnish the destitute 
of the party making such treaty with such necessaries as they 
may require, the sooner to enable them to remove to Green 
Bay, which sum shall be deducted from the amount to be paid 
said Indians for such l^d* 



An Act directing the mode of appointment of an attornay fbr the Stock- 
bridge and Brothertown tribes of Indians. 

77ie people of the state of New Tnrkf represented in Sfe- t|gy| 
note and ^Sssembly^ do enact as follows: 

1. The person administering the government of this shall 
nominate, and with the consent of the senate appoint, an at* 
tomey for the Stockbridge and Brothertown tribes of Indians. 
^ S. That the person so appointed as an attorney, shall hold 
his office for the period of two yeaiv$, and nntU another persoii 
sbaU be appointed. 
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1830. 

An Act to amend an act, entitled " An act for the relief of the Stockbndge 
In Bans," pasMd February eighteenth, eighteen hundred and twenty-tlu-ee. 

New York, The people of the state of New York^ represented in Se- 

it90. fm/e and Jissembly^ do enact as follows: 

1. The superintendents of the Stockbridge Indians shall 
hereafter account with the comptroller for all monies which 
shall come into their hands, under the provisions of the act 
hereby amended, on or before the fir^t day of Deceipber ia 
each year; and so much of the act hereby amended as is in- 
consistent with this act, is hereby repealed. 



lS9i, 
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An Act for the relief of the Shinecock tribe of Indians. 

The people of the state of New York^ represented in &- 
nate and ^ssembij^j do enact as follows: 

1. The superintendent of common schools shall, in every 
year hereaft^, apportion from the school monies the sum of 
eighty dollars, in addition to the amount to which the county 
of Suffolk is now entitled by law; which sum shall be paid on 
the first day of February in every year, on the warrant of the 
comptroller, to the treasurer of said county. 

'2. The treasurer of said county «hall apply for and receive 
the said sum as soon as the same becomes payable, and shall 
hold the same, subject to the order oi the commissioners of 
common schools of the town of Southampton, whose duty it 
shall be to receive and expend the same in the payment of the 
wages of a competent school teacher or teachers, to be by them 
employed in instructing the children between the ages of five 
and sixteen years,, belonging to the Shinecock tribe of Indians < 
residing in said town. 

'3. The said commissioners shall hereafter include in their 
annual report a statement of the length of time that a school 
has been taught in pursuance of this act; the number of chil- 
dren taught in said school; the manner in which auch monies 
have been expended, and whether any, and how much remainii 
unexpended, and for what cause, and shall pay such balance, if 
any, to their successors in ofiice, to be by them expended as 
hereinbefore provided. 

4. This act shall be in force for three years, and no longer. 
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Extract from an act, entitled " An act relative to the finances of this 8t«te^ 
and tlie duties of the comptroller and the commissioners of the canal 
fund," passed April 26, 1831. 

*'23. All laws authorizing the payment of any monies for New York, 
incidental expenses att^ndinsj Indian affairs, are hereby re-^^^*' 
pealed, and all annuities payable ^o Indians, shall hereafter be 
paid by such agents residing in the vicinity of the Indians en- 
' titled thereto, as shall be authorized for that purpose by thd 
comptroller; and such agents shall receive sucii, compensation 
for their services, not exceeding one per cent, on the amount 
disbursed by them, as the comptroller shall allow; a sum not 
exceeding five hundred dollars in any one year may be drawn 
from the treasury by the person administering the government 
of this vState^ for incidental expenses in relation to Indian af- 
fairs, which sum shall be accounted for to the comptl^ilery 
with the vouchers for which it may be paid/' 



NEW JERSEY.-m3. 

An Act for regulating the purchasing of land from tiie Indians. 

Whereas, several ill disposed persons within this province, T^jg^jp^jp- 
have formerly presumed to enter into treaties with the Indians I705, 
or natives thereof, and have purchased lands from them, such 
person or persons deriving no title to any part of the soil there- 
of under the Crown of England, or any person or persons 
claiming by, from, or under the same, endeavoring thereby to 
subvert her "Majesty's dominions in this country: 

Sec. 1. Be it therefore enacted by the Gox^rnorj Council, 
and General •/Assembly now met arid asse/)ibied, and by au^ 
tharityof'thesame^ That no person or persons whatsoever, 
forever hereafter, shall presume to buy, take a gift of, purchase 
in fee, take a mortgage, or lease for life or number of years, 
from any of the Indians or natives, for any tract or tracts. of 
lands, within this province, after the first day of December,. 
1703, without first obtaining a certificate under the hand of the 

Kroprielor's recorder for the time being, ccrtifj'ing such person 
ath a right, and stands entitled to a propriety, or share in a 
propriety, such person or persons shall produce such certificate 
to the governor for the time being, iu order to obtain a license 
to purchase such quantities of land or number of acres from' 
the Indians or natives aforesaid, as such certificate mentions. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted by the authority cfa^^esaid. 
That if any person or persons shall ])resume to I/jt, jurci % ?.. 
take gift, or mortgage, or lease of any land, co..trary to i:.:^ 



1 



134 

New Jemf, prenent tet, he or they 80 offending shall forfeit ybr/y shiUings^ 
ifc>0. money of this province^ for each acre of land so obtained, to 

* be recovered by any person or persons who shall prosecute the 
•ai-^e to effect, by action of debt, in any court of record within 
thin province, one half to the use of her Majesty, her heirs 
and su<*L*es5ori9, towards fhe support of the government, and 
tbeo oer to the prot^^cutor: Provided always^ Thatpuch pur« 
eh isers, their heirs and assigns shall forever hereafter be inca* 
pabit; 10 hoM plea for the said land in any court of common 
law or equity. 

Sec. 3 ^nd be itjurther enacted by the authority a/lure* 
said. That all and every person and persons whatsoever, that 
have bought, taken gift of, or have purchased land in fee, or 
taken mort^ges, or leases for life or number of years, of the 
Indians or natives, who is an<l are not entitled to such tract or 
tracts of land by virtue of a right or title to the same derived 
from the Crown of England, or from any person or persons 
elaiming by, from, or under the same, such gifts, purchases, 
mort^^nges, lease or leases, is and are hereby declared, and for* 
ever hereafter shall be taken, deemed, and esteemed, illegal, 
null and void; and such person or persons, their heirs and as* 
signs, shall not be capable to hold plea for the same In an j 
court of common law or equity, at any time hereafter, unless 
such person or persons claiming under such Indian gift, pur- 
chase, mortgage, or lease, shall, within the space of six months 
after the publication of this act, take out a grant or grants from 
the present proprietors, for the several tracts of lands so '^ 
claimed by them respectively, on such conditions as shall be 
agreed upon with the proprietors. 



1751, 



An Act fot regulating Indian aflfairs, and to prevent the setting of deer txi^ 

within the colony of New Jersey. 

1757 [This act, so far as it relates to Indian affairs, appears to 

have been made in pursuance of sundry articles mutually agreed 
on at a treaty held by commissioners empowered by this go* 
vernment, and the Indian inhabitants within the same, at 
Cross wicks, in the month called January, 1756. And enacted^ 
1st. That no person should give or sell to any Indian or In* 
dians any strong liquors, whereby they might become intozi« 
caled, or more than one quart of beer or cider, or half a gill 
of rum, or any other spirit in one day, to any one Indian^ 
without an apparent necessity, under the penalty of twenty 
shillings^ that on any bargain with an Indian, no part tf the 
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coytsideration should be paid in liquors, except at above, the New jeiM^, 
sale otherwise to be void, and the property not altered; and^'^^* 
that every pledge taken of an Indian for liquors, should be de* 
livered up. 2. That every debt contracted by an Indian for 
strong drink should be held void; that it should not be lawful 
to imprison an Indian for debt, but the process against him 
should be by attachment to seize his goods, cloaths and hu* ting 
Utensils excepted; and, on default of his appearance before the 
court or justice who issues the same, or judgment passing 
against him, so much of the goods should be ordered for sale 
as would satisfy such debt. 3. And. to prevent imposition and 
fraud, that no sale, conveyance, or lease of lands from any In- 
dian or Indians should be held good, except previous thereto a 
certificate was signed by six Indian men, siii:nifying that the 
Indian or Indians contracting were owners of the land; which 
oertificate should be countersigned by a magistrate, who should- 
also certify that the Indians were men grown, and sober, and 
that their certificate was signed in his piesence. And, before 
the execution of the deed, the same was to be read and ex- 
plained to the Indians by the governor, or one of his council, 
OF one of the justices of the supreme court, who should en- 
dorse that the Indians understood the said deed, and had a rea- 
aonable price paid; and that they also saw the certificate of the 
six Indians under the hand of the justice ; provided such title 
should not prejudice any one holding by title under the Crown. 
4. Commissioners were appointed to mquire into the claims of 
the Indians to lands in this colony, and to make report to the 
legislature. The act was limited to two years, and ordered to 
be read in every court of quarter sessions during that time. It 
is in Nevill's second volume, folio 125.] 



1758, 



Ab Act to empower certiun persons to purchase the claims of the Indians to 

land in this colony. 

Whereas, it is the inclination of the legislature of this co- irsi. 
lony to settle and establish a good agreement and understand- 
ing with Indians who do and have inhabited the same : And 
as the satisfying their just and reasonable demands will be a ne- 
cessary step thereto; and as a strict and minute inquiry into 
their several claims will be attended with very great diiSiculty, 
expense and delay : 

Sec. 1. Be if enacted by the Governor^ Council^ ami Ge- 
neral Assembly ^ and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
iht same, That it shall and may be lawful to and lor the trea- 
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Kew Jersey, surers of this coIony, or either of them, to pay unto the ho« 
t75«. Dorable Andrew Johnston, Richaid Salter, esquires, Charles 

Read, John Stevens, William Foster and J «'*ob Spioer, es- 
quires, who arc hereby appointed commissioners on the part 
of New Jersey for this purpose, or any three of them, out of 
any money in their hands, which now is or hereafter shall be 
made current for the service of the present war, such sum and 
sums of money as they may find necessary to purchase the 
right and claim of all or any of the Indian natives of this co- 
lony, to and for the use of the freeholders in this colony, their 
heirs and assicins forever, so that the sum expended in the 
whole exceed not sixteen hundred pounds, proclimation mo- 
ney; and that the sum expended in the purchase of the claims 
of the Delaware Indians, now inhabiting near Cranberry, and 
to the southard of Raritan river, shall not exceed one half of 
the said sum: And the receipts of the said commissioners, or 
any three of them, when produced, shall discharge them the 
said treasurers, or either of them, their executors and adminis- 
trators, for so much as they, or either of them, shall pay out of 
the treasury, by virtue of tliis act. 

2. And whereas, the Indians south of Raritan river, have 
represented their inclinarion to have part of the sum allowed 
them laid out in land whereon they may settle and raise their 
uecessarj subsistence : In order that they may be gratified in 
that particular, and that they may have, always in their view a 
lasting monument of the justice and tenderness of this colony 
towards them : 

Be it enacted hy the authority aforesaid^ That the com- 
missioners aforesaid, or any three of them, with the approba- 
tion and consent of his excellency the governor, or the go- 
vernor or commander in chief for the time being, shall pur- 
chase some convenient tract or tracts of land for their settle- 
ment, and. shall take a deed or deeds in the name of his said 
excellency or commander in chief of this colony for the time 
being, and of the commissioners and their heirs, in trust, for 
the use of the said Indian natives who have or do reside io this 
colony, south of Raritan, and their successors forever: Prth 
vided nevertheless^ That it shall not be in the power of the 
said Indians, or their snccessors, or any of them, to lease or 
sell to any person or persons any part thereof. And if any 
person or persons, Indians excepted, shall attempt to settle on 
the said tract or tracts, it shall and may be lawful for any juft- 
tice of the peace to issue his warrant to remove any such per- 
son or jKirsons from such land. And if any person or persons, 
Indians excepted^ shall fall, cut up^ or cart off^ any cedar^ pine 
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or oak trees, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay, fop yew Jerser 
«ach tree so fell, cut up or carted off, the sum of forty shil- 17*«. 
lings, to be recovered before anj^ justice of the peace in this 
co]on>, or other court where the same is cognizable, one half 
to and for the use of his Majesty, his heirs and successors, to 
and for the support of government of this colony, and the 
other half to such person as shall prosQCUte the same to effect 
3. and 4. These sections authorized three lotteries to defray 
the expense of this purchase ; the first to be drawn in Octobet 
1759, the second in 1760, and the third in 1761. 

Sec. 5. Provided^ That no conveyance to be made as above 
by the Indians shall prejudice any right they now have to 
hunt on any unenclosed lands, or Ush in the rivers and bays of 
this colony. 

Sec.»6. Jlnd be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That 
so much of the money as shall be paid into the treasury, by 
virtue of the lotteries aforesaid, shall be sunk in iieu ot the 
same sum to be deducted from the funds to be sunk in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-two. 

Sic. 7. •^nd be it further enacted by the authority afore^ 
saidy That the lands to be purchased for the Indians as afore- 
said shall not hereafter be subject to any tax; any law, usage or 
custom, to the contrary thereof in anywise notwitstanding. 

[In pursuance oi this act, the commissioners appointed, did obtain releases . 

and g^nts from the Indians, fully extinguishing tlieir claims to all lands in 
this colony. See the record of two releases in Lib. O of deeds, folios 401 
wid 464, in the Secretary's office in Burlington. They also purchased a large 
tract of land, containing three thousand and forty -four acres, in- the town- 
ship of Eresham, and county of Burlington, called Edge Pillock, on which 
the Indian town, called Brothertown, containing a house of worship, and 
several small habitations are erected. The title deed is made to Governor 
Bernard and the rest of the commissioners; it bears date the twenty-ninth 
day of August, 1758, and is recorded at Burlington in the same book, folio 
394. The act may be seen in NevilPs second vol. fol. 212.] 



Revised Laws of New Jersey — published in 1821. 

Sec. 69. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That the court or justices, before whom any nejo'o, Indian, of 
mulatto slave, shall be convicted of any ofibnce not punish- 
able with death, shall have authority to impose, instead of the 
punishment by this act prescribed such corporal punishment, 
not extending to life or limb, as such o^urt pr justices, ia 
6)eir discretion, shall direct. 

' 18 



1S8 

An act respecting^ Slaves. 

Hew Jenty, ./^nfl? be it enacted j That whenever any Habeas Corpus shall 
be brought to remove any negro, mulatto, Mestee, or Indian 
before the Supreme Court out of the possession or custody of 
any person or persqns claiming the services of such negro, 
mulatto, Mestee or Indian, for life, years, or other term, the 
person or persons to whom the said Habeas Corpus is direct- 
ed, la)', in the return to the same writ, aver and set forth, 
thai he, she, or they, has or have lawful right to the personal 
services of said negro, mulatto, Mestee or Indian, for life, years 
or other term, as the case may be: Whereupon, the prosecu- 
tor shall, instanter, join issue by denying the rijrht of the de- 
fend an tor defendants to the pel sonal service of such negro, 
mulatto, Mestee or Indian, either for life, years or other term; 
and immediately upon the joinder of the said issue, the court 
shall award a venire facias to the Sheriff or Coroner, as the 
case may be, or require of the county in which such party 
defendants resides, commanding him or them to summon a 
jury to appear at the next Circuit Court to be held in auch 
county, for the trial of the issue so joined as aforesaid. 

PENNSYL. VA NIA. -1700, 

An Act against buying land of the Indians. 

Pcnnsyifania ^^ *^ enacted by the Proprietary and Governor^ by and 
iroo. * with the advice and consent of the Freemen of the Province 

and Territories^ in General Assembly mety and by the au- 
thority of the sarncy That \i any person presume to buy any 
land of the natives, within the limits of this Province arfd 
Territories, without leave from the Proprietary thereof, every 
such bargain of purchase shall be void, and of uo effect. 



1721. 



irst. 



An act to prohibit the selling of rum, and other strong liquors, to the Indians, 
and to ]jrevcnt the abuses that may happen thereby. 

Whereas the peaceable, wise, and prudent measures which 
the late Honorable William Penn, Esq. our most worthy Pro- 
prietor, took with the native Indians, at his first coming into 
and settling of this Province, has beien, under God the happy 
founvi.-i! ion and groiind-work of the tranquillity and perfect good 
undersianding hitherto preserved between the English inhab- 
itants of this colony and their native Indians; 
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And whereas the misunderstandings and fatal breaches PenmylTanU, 
which have lately happened in some of the neighbouring col- ^^^^,' 
onies, between the £nglish and the adjacent Indian nations, are 
well known to have proceeded from the irregularities and abu- 
ses committed by those who travel into the woods, in order to 
trade promiscuously with the Indians as they return from hunt- 
ing, whereby they have opportunity, first, to debauch the na- 
tives with great quantities of rum and strong spirits, and then 
xiheat them of their peltry: For the prevention of which evil 
and wicked practices for the future — 

Be it enacted by Sir H illiani Keithy Bart. Governor cf 
the ' Province of Pennsylvania^ 4'C. by and with the advice 
and consent of the Freemen of the said Province^ in GenC'^ 
rat Jissemkly met and by the authority of the samCj That no 
person whatsoever, otherwise than is hereinafter declared, shall 
sell, barter, or give to any Indian or Indians, or to any other per- 
son for their use, nor by any means, directly, or indirectly fur- 
nish, or cause to be furnished, any Indian or Indians, with any 
rum, wine, or other strong liquors, mixed or unmixed, under the 
. penalty of twenty pounds for each ofience; one half to the 
Governor, for support of the Government, and the other half 
to the informer, or such person or persons as will sue for the* 
same; to be recovered in any court of record within this Pro- 
vince, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein 
no assoin, protection, or wager of law, shall be allowed to the 
defendant. 

j2nd be itjurther enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That, 
in case any rum, or otlier spirits, above the quantity of one gal- 
lon, be carried amongst the Indians, at their towns, or beyond 
the Christain inhabitants, the person carrying the same, or he 
in whose possession the same shall be found, shall forfeit and 
pay tke sum of twenty paunds, to the uses aforesaid, to be re- 
covered in manner aforesaid: Provided always y That the Gov- 
ernor and Council, or persons by them authorized and appoint- 
ed to hold treaties with an^ nation of Indians, may, at such 
treaties, give any reasonable quantity of rum, as by them shall 
be thought necessary, any thing herein contained to be contra- 
ry notwithstanding. 



1744. 



An Act for the speedy trial of capital offences, committed by any Indian 
or Indians, in the remote pailsofthe Province. 

To thfi end that all capital offences, which have been, or 1744. 
hereafter ahall be^ committed by any Indian or Indianv^ 
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Ftontylvum. within the I3eund8 of this Province, in plaees remote from iu* 
>'^*- habitants, way receive the most speedy and impartial trials, 

Be it enacted by the honorable George Thomas, Esq. with 
the King's royal approbation Lieutenant Governor, under the 
Honorable John Penn, Thomas Penn, and Richard Penn, 
Esquires, true and absolute Proprietaries of ihe Province of 
Pennsylvania, and of the counties of ^«ew Castle, Kent, and 
Sussex, on Delaware, by and with the advice and concent of 
' the Representatives of the Ireemen of the said Province, in 
General Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, 
That all murders, manslaughters, homicides, felonies^ and 
ofifences, whatsoever, and accessaries of the same, which, 
by the laws or acts of Assembly of this province are declared 
capital, or felonies punishable by death, which already have 
been committed, perpertrated, or done, oi shall hereafter 
be committed, perpetrated, or done, by any Indian or Indians, 
within this province, in places remote from inhabitants, as 
aforesaid, all and every suclv offence and offences, in what- 
soever place and county the same hath happened, or shall 
happen, shall henceforth be inquired of, heard, adjudged, and 
determined, before the Justices of the Supreme Court, or the 
Justices of the Courts of Oyer and Termiaer and General 
Gaol Delivery to be held in the county of IShiladelphia, by 
indicments, inquests, and verdicts, to be taken of good and 
lawful n^en, inhabitants of the same county, in like manner 
and form as if such capital offence or offences had been com- 
mitted, perpetrated y or done, within the said county, any 
law or usage to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstand- 
ing. 



MARYLiAND.-1704. 

An act for tscertaining the bounds of a certain tract of land to lihe use 
• of tiie Manticoke Indians, so long as they shall occupy and live upon the 

same. 

%UfjUix6, It being most just that the Indians, the ancient inhabitants 

tw. of this province, should have a convenient dwelling place in 

this their native country, free from the encroachments and 
oppressions of 1 he English, more especially the Nanticoke 
Indians, in Dorchester county, who, for these many years, have 
lived in peace and concord with the English; and, in all mat- 
ters, in obedience to the government of this Province; we, 
^ the burgesses and delegates of this present (General Assembly, 
threefore, do pray that it may be enacted. 

Sec* 3. J2nd be it enacted by the Queen^smost Excellent 
Mqfestjf^ by and with the advice and anrnnt o/HerMoftth 
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ty^s O&vernorydoundly and Assembly y qfthis Provincef-andmrfiuOiy^ 
the authority of thesame^ That all the land, lying and being in *''^* 
Dorchester county, and on the >lorth side of Nanticoke river, ^ 
butted and bounded as followeth: Beginning at the mouth of 
Chickawan creek, and running up the said creek; bounded^ 
therewith, to the head of the main branch of the same; and ^rom 
the head of the said main branch, with a line drawn to the 
head of a branch issuing out of the Northwest fork of Nanti- 
coke, known by the name of Francis Anderson's branch; and 
from the head of said branch, down the said Anderson's branch; 
bounded, therewith, to the mouth of the same, where it falls 
into the said Northwest fork; and from thence, down the afore- 
said Northwest fork; bounded, therewith, to the main river; 
and so down the main river, to the mouth of the aforesaid 
Chickawan creek; shall be confirmed and assured, and, by wr« 
tue of this act, is confirmed and assured unto Panquash and An* 
Botoughquan, and the people under their government or charge^ 
and their heirs and successors forever, any law, usage, custom, 
or grant, to the contrary, in anywise, notwithstanding, to be 
held of the lord proprietary, and his heirs, lord proprietary, or 
lords propoietaries, of this province, under the yearly rent of 
one beaver skin, to be paid to his said lordship, and his 
heirs, as other rents in tlfls province by the English used to be 
paid. 

Sec. 3. Provided always^ That it shall or miay be lawful 
for any person or persons, that hath formerly taken up and ob- 
tained any giants from the Lord Baltimore, for any tracts or 
parcels of land within the aforesaid boundaries, upon the Indi- 
ans deserting or leaving the said land, to enter, occupy, and 
enjoy the same; any thing in this law to the contrary potwith- 
standing. 

Sec. 4. n^nd be itjurther enacted by the authority afort^ 
said^ That it may not, nor shall be lawful for the Lord Balti- 
more to ask, have, or demand, any rent or service for any of 
the said tracts or dividends as may or have been taken up as 
aforesaid, within the said Indian boundaries, until, such time 
that the takers up, or owners aforesaid, do enjoy or possess the 
same, any law, usage, or custom, te the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. ' < 

1711. 

An act to empower Commisnonen to appoint, and cause to be lud out, three 
thousand acres of land on Broad Creek, in Somerset county, for ti)e use 
of the Nanticoke Indians, so long: as they ^hall occupy the same. 

Whereas it is represented to this present General Assembly, i^n. 
tbat the land foraierly laid out for the use of the Nanticoke In* 



Mmfhmi, dians is now much worn out, and not sufficient tor them, and 
1711. • ij^git it jg thought advisable'that some further provision hi.' made 

for them: 

Sec. 2. Be it enacted by the Queen^s Most ExcciUnt Ma- 
Jesti^, by and tvith the advice and consd t of her Mnjesty^s 
President y Council y and Assembly of this I'rovince, and the 
authority of the same^ That Lieutenant Colonel George Gale, 
Mr. Samuel Worth ington, Captain Charles 13allard, and Mr. 
Benjamin Wales, be, and are hereby, apoinled Commission- 
ers to cause three thousand acres of land to be laid out where 
the said Indians are now settled, in Somerset county, on Broad 
creek, in Nanticokfi river, and th-; vsame to appoint to the use 
of the said Indians, for so lonjij as they shall occupy the same; 
and further, to cause such land to be valued in such mj^oner as 
is hereinafter expresed, that is to say: the said Commissioners, 
or any three of them, shail, some time before the twenty-fifth 
4xl\ of March next meet together, and make out their warrant 
to the sheriff of Somerset county, which said sheriff is hereby 
required, upon receipt of such warrant, to impannel and return 
ajury of ihe most substantial freeholders of the said county, to 
be and appear before the said Commissioners, upon the said 
bnd, at the time in such warrant appointed; which jury, upon 
their oaths, to be to them administered by the Commissioners, 
or any three of them, shall inquire, assess, and return, what 
Jamag:es and recompense they shall think fit to be awarded to 
the owners of such land, and all persons interested therein, ac- 
isr)rding to their several and respective interests; and what sum 
of tobacco the said jury shall adjudge the said land to be worth, 
shall be paid to the owners, and all persons interested therein, 
by the public of this province. 

Sec. 3. And, to the end that the bounds of the said land may 
be ascertained, and the Commissioners aforesaid and jury the 
better enabled to judge of the true value thereof, the said Com- 
missioners are hereby empowered to employ the surveyor of 
tbe county aforesaid, or s >me4)ther skilful pei*son, in their pre- 
tf^nce to surveV; lay out, and bound the same, which said lines 
90 as aforesaid laid out, shall be marked on trees, or other land 
marks, to perpetuate the bounds thereof; the said Commission- 
ers lo return fair certificates of their proceedings to the clerks 
of the provincial court, and Somerset county court, for the time 
being, to be by them recorded in the said respective courts. . • 
Sec. 4. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid ^ That, 
when such land is laid out and paid for by the public as afore- 
said, the property thereof shall by virtue of this act, be vested 
in the Honorable Colonel Thomas Eonalls^ and Lieutenant 
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Colonel George Gale, and their heirs, to and for the use of the Ma«iiMi» 

said Indians, so long as they shall occupy the same, and after- 
wards shall be disposed of as the General Assembly of this pro^ 
vince shall direct. 

St:c. 5. And that such lying out and payment as aforesaid, 
and this act, shall forever bar the heir or heirs at law, or his or 
their assigns, or any other person whatsoever, of the rt.version 
or remainder, right, claim, or demands, whatsoever, of, in, or 
to, the said land, or any part or parcel thereof, any law, .usage, 

or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

-J 

1723. 

An act for quieting the possessions of the Indians inhabiting* on Nanticoke 

and Choptank rivers. 

Whereas the Indians inhabiting on Nanticokeand Choptank ^^^''- 
rivers, have complained to this General Assembly of several 
enchroachments made into the ancient bounds and limits of their 
lands heretofore granted them by the lord proprietors, and con- 
fined by several acts of Assembly of this province; for remedy 
whereof, and to prevent complaints of like nature for the fu- 
ture. 

Sec. 2. Be it enacted by the right honorable the lord pro- 
prietor, by and with the advice and consent of his lordship^s 
' Governor, and the upper and loiver houses of %/issembfy^ 
and the authority of the same. That the Nanticoke Indians, 
and their descendants, shall have, hold, occupy, possess, and 
enjoy, a full, peaceable, and uninterrupted possession of all that 
tract of land lying between the Northwest fork of Nanticoke 
river and Chicucone creek, for and during such space of time 
as they or any of them shall think fit to use, and shall not 
wholly and totally desert and quit claim to the same, according; 
as the same .is butted and bounded by an act of Assembly of 
this province, made in the year of our Lord sixteen hundred 
and ninety-eight, entitled "An Act for ascertaining the bounds 
of a certain tract of land, to the use of the Nanticoke Indiana, 
as long as they shall occupy and live upon the same;'* and that 
the said Indians shall not, at any time hereafter, sell, df^pose 
of, or lease for term of years, any part or parcel of the aforesaid 
lands, to any person or persons whatsoever; and that the Chop- 
tank Indians, and their descendants, so long as they shall oc- 
cupy or claim, and shall not totally desert the same, shall hold 
and possess, quietly and peaceably, all that tract of land lying 
in Dorchester county, on Choptank river, according to the 
metes and bounds thereof, surveyed and returned by the Hon- 
orable Philemon Lloyd, Esq. Colonel Richard Tilghman, and 
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MMjfland^ Colonel Matthew Til^hman, ward commissioners, appointed by 
iT3t. jjjg honor the Governor to ascertain and lay out the same, pur- 

suant to an act o' -.ssembly of this province, made in the year 
of our Lord seventeen hundred and twenty -one, that survey be- 
ing found pursuant and agreeable to the intent and design of 
one act of Assembly, made at the city of St. Mary\ in the 
year of our Lord sixteen hundred and sixty-nine^ by which 
that land was granted to the said Indians. 

Sec. 3. .^nd be it further enacted j That the Choptank In- 
dians aforesaid at any time hereafter, shall not, on any pre- 
tence whatsoever, alienate, dispo2$e, sell, or let to farm, any 
part or parcle of the lands before mentioned, except that part 
thereof which lies to the Eastward, Southward, and Westward 
of those lines, formerly run from the head of Secretary Sew- 
alPs creek, to the bounded tree of William Dorrington, by 
Colonel Thomas Smithson and Lieutenant Colonel Thon^as En- 
nalls, as the exterior bounds of the aforesaid land, pursuant to 
an ordinance of Assembly then made; and that, if any person 
shall presume to purchase or lease any part thereof, (except as 
before excepted i) such purchase or lease shall be utterly void^ 
and of none effect. 

Stc. 4. ^nd it is hereby further enacted^ That no lease for 
term of years, or for life, already made, shall be of any force or 
eSect,|longer than seven years after the end of this session of As- 
sembly; and that those persons who hold, by virtue of any such 
lease, from the said Indians, be, and are hereby, obliged punc- 
tually and faithfully to pay and satisfy to such Indian or Indi- 
ans, under whom they hold, the several and respective rents 
contracted for; and, if any person shall refuse or delay to pay 
such rent yearly, as it becomes due, such lease shall become 
void, and it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the peace, 
within the county where such rent shall arise and become due, 
and remaining unpaid, upon complaint to him made by such 
Indians, to issue warrant, give judgment, and award execution 
for the same, in the same manner as in the act for recovery of 
small debts is provided. 

Slx;. 5. ^nd be it further enacted^ That all sales, gifts, 
grants, or leases, made by any of the Indians aforesaid, since 
November, seventeen hundred and twenty-one, of any of the 
lands lying on the South side of Secretary Sewall's creek afore- 
said, and the Southern branch thereof, and within the lines nm '- 
by Ci)lonel Thomas Smithson and Lieutenant Colonel ThonUif 
En nails, as aforesaid, being contrary to an ordinance of Aislbin* 
bl> the: made^ be^ and are hereby, declared to be null, void, and 
of no effect ^ 
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Sec. 6. Provided nevertheless^ That such surveys and pur- WaryUmd 
chases which have alre»dy bona fide been made since Novem-^'*^* 
ber, seventeen hundred and twenty-one, or which hereafter 
shall be bona fide made of any of the Choptank Indian lands, 
comprehended within the metes and bounds surveyed and ascer- 
tained by the Honorable Philemon Lloyd, Esquire, Colonel 
Richard Tilgh man, and Colonel Matthew Tilghman, ward com- 
missioners as aforesaid, and lying to the Eastward, Southward, 
or Westward of the lines run by Colonel Thomas Smithson and 
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Ennalls, aforesaid, be, and are 
hereby confirmed and m^de valid unto the purchasers or takers 
up of the same, and their heirs and assigns, forever, any thing 
in this act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 7. Provided likewise, That such purchases by any per- 
son or persons, of any lands belonging to the Choptank Indians 
aforesaid, be made when the Indians are sober, and of sound 
and perfect memory, and the consideration agreed for, paid, or 
secured to be paid to them, by such purchasers, before the exe- 
cuting of the deeds of sale; and that all deeds of sale hereafter 
made by the Indians aforesaid, shall be acknowledged by them 
before the justices of the county, in court sitting, or before one 
or more of his lordship's Council, who are hereby empowered 
to take the same, otherwise to be void, and af no effect 



1798. 



Extract from an act of the State of Maryland, entitled an Act appointing 
commissioners to contract for and purchase the lands, commonly called 
the Choptank Indian Lands, in Dorchester county, and for appropriating 
the same to the use of this state, and to repeal the act of assembly* therein 
mentioned. 

^< Seo. 2. *dnd be it enacted. That the said commissioners, or ifit 
the major part of them, shall be and are hereby authorized and 
empowered, wi:h all convenient speed after the passage of 
this act, to repair to the Indian settlement near Secretary's 
creek, in Dorchester county, and to contract, convenant and 
agree, in behalf of this state, with the Choptank Indians inha* 
biting the said settlement, for the purchase of the right, title 
and interest, of the said Indians, to all and singular the lands 
and tenements aforesaid, and to enter into such covenant and 
agreement on the part of this state, for enabling the said com* 
missioners to obtain the right and title of the said Indians to 
to the said lands, tenements and appurtenances, as in their dis- 
eretion and judgment shall be deemed adviseable; provided 
Metertheless, that in making such contract and agreements it 

19 
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Mai^lMid shall be covenanted and agreed by the said Indians, that the 
t79S. right, title and interest of and in the said lands, tenements and 

appurtenances, shall be granted by the said Indians, and for 
ever thereafter vested and confirmed in this state, and that, in 
consideration thereof, it shall be covenanted and agreed by the 
said commissioners, on the part of this state, that there shall 
be reserved to the said Indians, for their own cultivation and 
improvement, a quantity of the said land, not exceeding one 
hundred acres, to be so laid off by the said commissioners as to 
include their present settlements^ and a suitable proportion of 
the woodland, and that the quantity of land so reserved, shall 
be held, used and occupied by the said Indians, so long as they, 
or any of them, or their descendants, shall continue to inhabit 
the said settlement; the said commissioners, or a majority of 
them, may agree to pay each individual of the said Indians 
who now claims title to, and receive rents from, said land, such 
annuit}' as may be agreed upon between said commissioners 
and said Indians, provided that the aggregate amount of such 
annuities shall not exceed the sum o( six hundred dollars, and 
such annuities shall be payable for their use quarterly, out of 
the treasury of the western shore, to the orders of such per- 
sons, or friends, as the said Indians may respectively from 
time to time appoint to draw the same, and that the said annu* 
ity shall commence on the first day of January next ensuing 
the date of such agreement; and the annuity allowed to any 
Indian as aforesaid, shall upon the death of said Indian, de- 
scend and be paid to such person or persons as under the laws of 
this state would be entitled to have the personal estate of said 
Indian, in case said Indian died intestate, leaving personal 
, estate, and be transmitted in same manner; provided, that no 
annuity shall be transmitted to any but the immediate descen- 
dants of the Indian to whom granted, and that upon the death of 
any of the said Indians, or their descendants, without any re* 
presentative as aforesaid, the annuity in such case granted shall 
cease. 

"Sec. 3. ^nd be it enacted,Th^i on the completion of such 
contract and agreement, the terms thereof shall be fully and 
distinctly written on parchment or paper, and the same shall 
be subscribed and executed in the presence of two justices of 
the peace of the said county, by the said Indians, or by some of 
them, on the part and with the consent of the Indians ckim* 
ing title to said lands, and receiving rents therefor, and by the 
said commissioners, or the major part of them, on behalf of 
this state, and the attestation thereof siiall be made and certified 
, by the said justices, and the said agreement shall, in some coq* 
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venient time thereafter, be deposited in the oflSce of the clerk ^^T^^ 
of the said county, and be recorded by him among the land 
records of the county, and after the enrolment thereof the 
same shall be transmitted by the said commissioners to the 
governor and the council^ to be filed and retained by them for 
safe custody. 

" Sbc. 4. ^nd be it enactedj That after the completion and 
execution of the said contract and agreement, the said com- 
missioners shall determine on a certain day when they shall 
meet together at the said Indian settlement, and shall cause a 
summons to be served on the surveyor of the said county, or 
on such other qualified person as they shall nominate for this 
purpose, directing him to be and appear at such time and place 
in order to survey the said lands, and shall give public notice of 
their intentions to survey the same, by advertisement to be set 
up at the court house of the said county, and at other public 
places in the neighbourhood; and the said commissioners, or a 
majority of them, and surveyor, or other qualified person sum- 
moned as aforesaid, shall accordingly meet at such time and 
place, and shall thereupon proceed, from time to time, to make 
an accurate survey of said lands, and of the several creeks, 
branches, tenements, roads, and other particulars, in the dis- 
cretion of the said commissipners, or a majority of them, 
which may be necessary to furnish a just idea of their situation 
and value; and after such survey thereof, the said surveyor, 
shall make an exact and correct plot thereof, describing there- 
on the said several tenements, creeks, branches and roads, and 
such other particulars as shall be directed by the said commis- 
sioners, and shall thereto annex a full and plain certificate of 
such survey, and of the aclual boundaries, courses, distances, 
quantity of acres, and such 01 her particulars as shall be directed 
as aforesaid, and shall subscribe and seal the same. 

'* Sec. 5. ^nd be it enacted j That the said surveyor, under 
the direction of the said commissioners, shall lay off the quan- 
tity of land reserved for the said Indians as is herein before 
mentioned, including their present settlement, and a suitable 
proportion of the woodland, and shall distinctly mark and 
bound, the same; and thereupon the said surveyor, under the 
direction of the said commissioners, shall proceed to lay off 
the remaining lands in lots, each lot to contain not less than 
one hundred, nor more than five hundred acres, unless a de- 
parture from this direction should become necessary by the 
interference of creeks, branches, roads or angles; and in lay- 
ing off the said lots due regard shall* be had to situation, soil, 
timber and other circumstances, so as to make them as equal 
k value as the nature of the subject wiU admit, and each ret 

•ii 
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Mai7lan4 pective lot shall be numbered, marked and bounded, in such 
179S. manner as shall be directed by the said commissioners; and 

the land reserved as aforesaid, and tlie said respective lots, 
shall be located, distinguished and numbered, upon the said 
plot, and distinct certificates of their respective bounds and 
quantities shall be likewise annexed and subscribed by the said 
surveyor; and if the said commissioner, or a majority of 
them, shall deem it necessary, they shall direct the surveyor to 
lay off, mark and bound, a road not exceeding thirty feet wide 
through the said land, in such direction as they shall order and 
direct, and the same to note upon the plot, and when so laid 
off shall be deemed and taken as a public road. 

** Sec. 10. And be it enacted^ That it shall not be lawful for 
the said Indians to sell, grant, lease, or otherwise dispose of, 
the lands to be reserved to them by virtue of this act or any 
part thereof, for any estate, or in any mahner whatsoever; and 
if any person or persons, after the completion of the contract 
and agreement aforesaid, shall presume to purchase, lease, or 
in any manner take, the said lands, or any part thereof, of the 
said Indians, or any of them, contrary ^o this act, such person 
or persons shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred dol- 
lars, to be recovered by presentment and indictment in the 
county court of Dorchester, and his, her or their estate there- 
in shall be void and of no effect, and the party or parties shall 
be trespassers, and for such tresspass, and for every other tress- 
pass iq any manner committed upon the said reserved lands, 
the party or parties shall be liable to be sued in the name of 
this state, and, on conviction, double damages shall be recov- 
ered; and the costs of suit.'' 

VIRGINIA.— 1658. 

Indians to be first served with lands. 

Be it enacted by this present Grand Assembly^ That there 
be no grants of land to any Englishman whatsoever, (defutU" 
ro) until the Indians be first served with the proportion of 
Virginia, fiftie acres of land for each bowman; and the proportion of 
***** each particular towne to lie tpgelher, and to be surveyed, as 

well woodland as cleared ground; and to be layd out before 
pattented, with libertie of all waste and unfenced land, for 
hunting for the Indians. 

And be it Jurthtr enacted^ Thct, where the land of any 
Indian or Indians be found to be included in any pattent 
allredie granted for said land at Rappahannock, or the parts 
adjacent, such pattentee shall either purchase the said land of 
the Indians^ or relinquish the sapne, and be .therefore allowed 
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fatisfaetion by the English inhabitants of the said places, the 
said satisfaction to be proportioned equally between them. 

Confirmation of Indians' land. 

Whereas many complaints have bin brought to this Assem- Virginia 
bh'e, toui'hinge wrong done to the Indians, in takeing away *^^*' 
their land, and forceing them into such narrow streights and 
places, that they cannot subsist, either by planting or hunting; 
and for that it may be feared, they may be justly driven to 
despaire, and to attempt some desperate course for themselves; 
which inconveniences, though they ha"e bin endeavoured to 
be remedied by former acts of Assemblie made to the same 
purpose, yet, notwithstanding manie English doe still intrench 
upon the said Indians' land; which this Assemblie conceiving 
to be contrary to justice, and the true intent of the English 
plantation in this country, whereby the Indians might, by all 
just and faire waics, be reduced to civillity, and the true 
worship of God, have there/ore thought fitt to ordaine and 
enact, and bee it hereby ordained and enacted , That, all the 
Indians of this collonie shall and may hold and keep those 
seates of land which they now have; and that no person or 
persons whatsoever, be suffered to intrench or plant upon sjch 
places as the said Indians claime or desire, untill full leave 
from the Governour and Councill, or Commissioners for the 
place; yet this act not to be extended to prejudice those En- 
glish which are now seated with the Indians' former consent^ 
unless, uppon further examination, before the Grand Assem- 
blie, cause shall be found for so doeiog. And the said Com- 
missioner shall be accomptable before the Governour and Coun- 
cill, and the Grand Assemblie, if any wrong or injuric be 
done to the Indians, contrary to the intent of this act. 

^nd be it further enacted, That the Indians, as either now 
or hereafter, shall want seates to live on, or shall desire to 
remove to any places void or uptaken upp, they shall be assisted 
therem, and order granted them, for confirmation thereof; and 
no Indians to sell their lands but at Quarter Courtes: And 
that those English which are lately gone to seat near the Pa- 
xnunkies, and the Chicominyes, on the north side of Pa- 
munkie river, shall be recalled, and such English to choose 
their seates elsewhere; and that the Indians, as by a former 
act was granted them, shall have free liberty of hunting in the 
woods without the English fenced plantations; these places 
excepted, between Yorke river and James river, and between 
Black water and the Manakin towne, and James river; and no 
pattent shall be adjudged valid^ which hath lately passed, or 
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Vuptuz Bhdll pass^ contrary to the sense of this act, nor none to be of 
lTi4. force, which shall intrench uppon the Indians^ lands, to their 

discontent, without express ordes for the same. 

t«60. 1660. 

Whereas the Indians of Accomack have complained that 
they are very much straightened for want of land, and that 
the English seate so near them, that they receive very much 
damage in their come. It is ordered -that the Right Honoura- 
ble the Governour give commission to two or three gentlemen, 
with a surveyor living on this side of the bay, (that have no 
relation to Accomack) to go over thither, and lay out such a 
proportion of land for the said Indians, as shall he sufficient for 
their maintenance with hunting and fishing excluded; and that 
the land soe laid out, to be so secured to the Indians that they 
may have no power to alienate it, or any part of it, hereafter, 
to the English. 

1665. 

An act concerning Indians. 

iftU. Wherea5, at a Grand Assemblie, held at James City, Sep- 

tember 10th, 1663, it was provided that where any murther 
was committed by the Indians upon the English, the nexiib 
turne of the Indians was, to use their utmost endeavours for 
discovering the actors and doers thereof, and in regard the said 
act was only lymited upon the northern Indians: This Grand 
Jissemhly have thought Jit to enact j and it being enaeted. 
That the said law be a generall law against all Indians what* 
soever, and where any murthers be committed upon the En- 
glish, the next turne is to use all their care and diligence in 
finding the doers and actors of the said murthers 

•dnd be if further enacted, That if any Englishmen is mur% 
thered, the nexte turne shall be answerable for it with their 
lives or liberties to the use of the publique, and that the Rigilt 
Honourable the Governour, be humbly requested forthwith to 
empower such persons af His Honour shall think iitt, in each 
county on such occasions for putting the said law into imme- 
diate execution, and that it be made known to ^11 Indians 
whatsoever by these persons soe commitimated within two 
months after the said law is in force. 

^nd be it further enacted by this Grand Assembly^ That 
the said Indians shall not have power within themselves to 
elect or constitute their owne xjoerowance or Chiefe Command- 
er, but the present Honourable Governour, and his successors 
from time to t^me shall constitute and authorize such persons 
in whose fidelity they may finde the greatest cause to repose 
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a confidence^ to be the Commander of the respective towne«,vi 
and in cale the Indians shall refuse their obedience to, or mur- ^^^ 
ther such persons^ then that nation of Indians soe refusing or 
offending to be accompted enemies and rebels and to be pro- 
ceeded against accordingly. 

And whereas the careless manner of the English, in going 
unarmed into churches, courts, and other publique meetings^ 
may probably in time invite the Indians to make some des- 
perate attempt upon them, 

// is fur i her eiiacted^ That the Honourable the Govern our, 
be requested to issue his commands to the officers of the mail* 
tieo to take care to prevent the same. 

^nd it is further enacted^ That any person or persons that 
shall harbour, entertaine, or employ any Indian, shall be fined 
five thousand pounds of tobacco, or suffer one year's imprison- 
ment without baile or maineprise, unless such as shall give suffi«- 
cient security to the county courts, and upon such securit} ,ob* 
teyne a certificate from the said court, and upon that certificate 
a lysence from the Governour. 

And whereas by the former articles, of agreement, it was 
provided, that no Indians which are seated on the South |ide 
of James river, should come over the Black water or the 
Southerne branches thereof, 

// i^ hereby enacted^ That the said bounds, from the head 
of Black water to the Apamatack Indian towne, and thence 
cross to the Monikon towne, be the bounds of the Indians oa 
the South side of James river. . 



1705. 



An act for prevention of misunderstandings between the tributary Indians 
and other her Majesty's subjects of this colony and dominion, and for a 
^ free and open trade with all Indians whatever. * 

1. For prevention of all manner of animosities, jealousies, . 
fears, misunderstandings, and differences, whatsoever, between ' ' 
the tributary Indians and other her Majesty's subjects of this 
colony and dominion; as, also, the several revenges and mis- 
chiefswhich may thereupon be sought after, and ensue, 

2. Be it enacted by the Oovernour^ Council and Bur^ 
gesseSf of this pi esent General Assembly y and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the same^ That it shall not be 
lawful for an Indian king, or any other of the said tributary In- 
dians whatsoever, to bargain and sell, or demise to any person 
or persons; other than to some of their own nation, or their pos- 
terity, in fee, for life, or for years, the lands laid out and 
appropriated for the use of the said Indians, or any part or par- 



Tiririom cel thereof; or to bargain and sell, as aforesaid, any pther land 
ffOf. whatsoever, now actually possessed or justly claimed and pre- 

tended to by the said Indians, or any of them, by virtue of the 
articles of peace made and concluded with the said Indians 
the twenty-ninth day of May, one thousand six hundred and 
seventy-seven, or by virtue of any other right or title what- 
soever; and that every bargian, sale, or demise, hereafter 
made, contrary to this act, as aforesaid, shall be, and is hereby 
declared to be, null and void, to all intents, constructions, and 
purposes, whatsover. 

3. Jind he it further enacted by the authority aforeiaid^ 
That if any person or persons (other than the Indians and 
their posterity) shall, from and after the publication of this 
act, presume to purchase or obtain any deed or conveyance in 
fee, or any lease for years, from any of the tributary Indians, 
of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, laid out or appro-^ 
»riated, or now actually possessed, or justly claimed and preten- 
led to, by the said Indians; or shall occupy or tend any of the 
said lands, by permission of the said Indians, or otherwise, 
every person or persons so offending, and being thereof law- 
fully convicted in any court of record within this colony, shall 
forfeit and pay tie sum of ten shillings current money for 
every acre of land so purchased, leased or occupied: and for 
every year during the continuance of the possession or occu- 
pation of any lands, by virtue of such purchase or lease, the 
person or persons so offending shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
ten shillings current money, for every acre of land so possessed 
or occupied, as aforesaid; one moiety of which said forfeitures 
shall be to our sovereign lady the queen, her heirs and succes- 
sors, for and towards the better support of the government of 
this her majesty's colony and 'iominion, and the contingent 
charges thereof, and the other moiety to the informer; to be 
recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, 
wherein no essoin, protection, or wager of law shall be allowed. 
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Extract from the constitution or form of Government, agreed to, and resol- 
ved upon, by the Delegates and Representatives of the several counties 
and Corporations of Vir^uia. 

Art. 21. The territories contained within the charters erec<- 
ting the colonies Maryland, Pennsylvania^ North and South 
Carolina^ are hereby ceded, released, and forever confirmed 
to the people of those colonies respectively, with all the rights 
of property, jurisdiction, and government^ and all other 
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rights whatsoever, which might at any tim^ heretofore been yir|mia 
claimed by Virginia, except the free navigation and use of the ^''^^» 
rivers Potomac and Pohomoke^ with the property of the Fir- 
ginia shores or stiands bordering on either side of the said 
riversi and all improvements which have been, or shall be made 
thereon. The Western and Northern extent of Virginia 
shall, in all other respects, stand as fixed by the charter of 
King James I, in the year one thousand six hundred and nine, 
and by the public treaty of peace between Great Britain and 
France, in the year one 1*iousand seven hundred and sixty- 
three; unless, by act of Legislature, one or more territories 
shall hereafter be laid off, and governments established West- 
ward of the Alleghany mountains. And no purchase of lands 
shall be made of the Indian natives, but on behalf of the pub- 
lic, by authority of the General Assembly. 



1TI7. 

Extract from an act for establishing a General Court. 

*^ Sec. 38. No person convicted of perjury shall be capable ^^ 
•f being a witness in any case, nor shall any negro, mulatto, ^^' 
or Indian, be admitted to give evidence but against or between 
negroes, mulattoes, or Indians." 

1779. 

An act for declaring and asserting the rights of this commonwealth, concern- 
ing purchasing lands from Indian natives. 

1. To remove and prevent all doubl concerning purchases 
of land from the Indian natives. Be it declared by the Oen- 
eral •Assembly , That this commonwealth hath the exclusive 
right of preemption from the Indians of all lands within the 
limits of its own chartered territory, as described by the act 
and constitution of goveinment in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-six; that no person or persons whatsoever 
have, or ever had, a right to purchase any lands within the 
same from any Indian nation, except only persons duly 
authorized to make such purchases on the publick account, 
formerly for the use and benefit of the colony, and lately for 
the commonwealth; and that such exclusive right of preemp- 
tion will, and ought to be maintained by this commonwealth 
to the utmost of its power. 

2, Jlnd be it further declared and enacted^ That every 
purchase of lands heretofore made by, or on behalf of the 
crown of England or of Great Britain, from any Indian nation 
or nations within the before mentioned limits, doth and 

20 
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VinriBk ought io eoure for ever to and for the use and benefit of this 
ITTy. commonwealth, and to and for no other use or p\irpose what- 

soever; and that all sales and deeds which have been or shall 
be made by any Indian or Indians^ or by any Indian nation or 
nations, for lands within the said limits, to or for the separate 
use of any person or persons whatsoever, shall be, and the 
same are hereby declared utterly void and of no effect. 



^ ir«2. 



1782. ^ 

An act to appoint persons to convey certain lands to Edwin Gray, and for 

otlier pui poses. 

1. WpiEREAs by an act of General Assembly, passed under 
the former government, trustee!* were appointed and empow- 
ered, together, with the Nottoway Indian chiefs, to sell and 
convey all the lands belon!j;ing to that tribe of Indians, lying 
on the north side of Nottoway river. That at a sale of the 
said lands Edwin Gray became the purchaser of thirty acres, 
which remained after laying off a certain number of lots, and 
for which no conveyance was executed before the death of the 
trustees. And the said Edwin Gray hath made application to 
this assembly to pass an act, appointing persons, in the room 
of the trustees so dead, to execute a conveyance for the said 
thirty acres of land. 

2. Be it therejore enacted^ That John Thomas Blow, Hen- 
ry Westbrooke, and Thomas Edmunds, or any two of themi 
shall and they are hereby authorized and required, together 
with the surviving Indian chiefs of the Nottoway tribe, to 
execute a deed of conveyance for the said thirty acres of land, 
to the said Edwin Gray in fee. And whereas by one other 
act of Assembly, pa-sed under the former j^overnment, persons 
were appointed to lease certain lands belonging to the said 
Indians, and to receive and lay out the rents arising therefrom, 
for the benefit of the said Indians: And it being represented 
that all, or the major part of the said trustees, are dead, and 
that it is necessary to appoint others. 

3. Be it therefore enacted^ That the said John Thomas 
Blow, Henry Westbrooke, and Thomas Edmunds, shall be, 
and they are hereby appointed, trustees also for receiving 
annually the said rentj?, and layine^ out the same, for the bene^t 
of said Indians. That upon the death of any of the said trus- 
tees, the court of the said county of Southampton shall have 
power, and they are hereby required to appoint others, who 
shall have the same powers, in collecting and laying out the 
said rents, as those, particularly named in this act. 
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1786. 

f 

An act concerning the Nansemond tribe of Indians. 

■ 

1. Whereas it is represented to this present General As- Virginia 
sembly, that there are only now remaining five persons of the '786. 
Nansemond tribe of Indians, who, through old age, and bodily 
infirmities} are rendered unable to support themselves by 
labour, and in order to raise a fund for their future mainte- 
nance, have agreed to sell their lands whereon they live in the 
county of Southampton, containing about three hundred acres, 

to a. certain William Ben net, for twenty shillings per acre, the 
full value thereof; but no legal conveyance can b^ made for 
the same without the aid and direction of the legislature, and 
it being also represented that upon the death of the said five 
Indians, the whole of that particular tribe will be extinct: 

2. Be it therefore enacted. That John Taylor, Edwin Gray, 
and John Thomas Blow, gentlemen, are appointed trustees for 
the said Indians, and that they, or any two of them, shall, and 
they are hereby required and empowered, upon the said Wil- 
liam Bennet's giving bond and sufficient security, to be ap- 
proved of by the court of the said county, for the amount of the 
purchase money, to join with the said Indians, or the major 
part of them, in conveying th^e said land to the said William 
Bennet in fee The said trustees, or the survivors or survivor 
of ttiem, shall annually apply the interest of the purchase 
money, if sufficient, if not, five pounds out of the principal, 
for the maintenance and support of each of the said Indians, 
so long as there be any of the said tribe living; and upoa 
their death, and the said tribe becoming extinct, the said trus- 
tees, or the survivors or survivor of them, shall thereupon pay 
80 much of the purchase money and interest, as shall remain 
unapplied, into the public treasury. 

An act for appointing Trustees to the Pamunkey Indians. 

1. Whereas, it is represented that the trustees for the Pa- 1786. 
inunkey Indians are all dead, except the honorable Carter Brax- 
ton; and the said Indians have petitioned this Assembly to 
appoint others in their stead: ' 

2. Be it therefore enacted, That Drury Ragsdale, James 
Hill, Thomas Littlepage, James Johnson, the younger; Ber- 
nard Moore, William Dandridge Claiborne, Benjamin Temple, 
Thomas Robinson, Isaac Quarles, and James Kuffin, gentle- 
men, shall be, and they are hereby constituted trustees for the 
said Indians, in the room of those who are dead. 
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1791. 

An Act concerning the Nansemond tribe of Indians. 

• 

Seo. 1. Whereas it was represented to the General Assem- 
Virginia bly, in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six, that 
* • . the Nansemond tribe of Indians had become so reduced in their 

number as not to exceed five persons, who, through old age, 
and bodily infirmities, were rendered unable to support them- 
selves by labour, and for affording them relief, an act then 
passed, authorizing a sale of their lands on which they resided 
in the county of Southampton, to a certain William Bennet, 
who having advanced them a small sum of money had con- 
tracted for the purchase thereof, but who departed this life 
insolvent, before he had complied with the conditions of the 
said contract: And whereas the said tribe of Indians have, 
since the death of the said William Bennet, agreed to sell 
their said lands, containing about three hundred acres, to a 
certain Alexander McNeill, and have made application to this 
Assembly for trustees to be appointed to join :hem in the con- 
veyance thereof: Be it therefore enacted, That James Wil- 
kinson, Edwin Gray, John Thomas Blow, Thomas Edmunds, 
Benjamin Kirby, Josiah Vick, and Robert Goodwyn, gentle- 
men, are appointed trustees for the said Indians; and that they, 
or any five of them, shall, ana they are hereby required and 
empowered, upon the said Alexander M^NeilPs giving bond 
and sufficient security, to be approved of by the court of 
Southampton county, in a reasonable penalty, to pay to the 
said trustees, or their survivors, for the use of the said tribe of 
Indians, the amount of the consideration money, to join with 
the said Indians, or the major part of them,^in conveying the 
said land to the said Alexander McNeill in fee. Provided 
nevertheless y The said trustees may refuse to join in the said 
conveyance, if they, or any five of them, shall be of opinion 
that the said purchase money is not the full value of the said 
land. 

Sec. 2. The said trustees, or the survivors or survivor of 
them, shall, out of the first moneys coming to their hands 
from the said sale, pay to the lawful representatives of the said 
William Bennet, deceased, the amount of the mopey which 
was advanced by him in his lifetime to the said tribe of In- 
dians, with legal interest thereon to the time of such payment. 
The said trustees, or their survivors, shall apply five pounds of 
the residue of the said purchase money first (exhausting the 
interest) to the annual maintenance of each of the said Indians, 
so long as there be any of the said tribe living; and when the 
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said tribe shall become extinct, the said trustees^ or the survi- yirginia 
vers or survivor of them, shall thereupon pay so much of the 17*^« 
purchase money and interest, as shall remain unapplied to the 
purposes aforesaid, into the public treasury. 

Sec. 3. So much of any act or acts, as comes within the pur- 
viewr of this act, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

1792. 

An act concerning tlie Nottoway tribe of Indians. 

Sec. 1. Whereas it is represented to this present General 
Assembly, by the Nottoway tribe of Indians, residing in the ^^' 
county of Southampton, that for their better support they did 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-two, 
lease to certain persons, a considejjf^ble tract of land lying in 
the said county, which lease will expire in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-three; and in order to raise a 
fund for their future support, the said tribe of Indians have 
petitioned this Assembly for a law to pass, authorizing a sale 
of the said tract of land, and that trustees may be appointed to 
join them in the conveyance thereof; 

Sec. 2. Be it then'foi^ enacted\ That James Wilkinson, 
John 'f. Blow, Thomas Vaughan. Thomas Edmunds, John 
Taylor, Thomas Ridley and Robert Goodwyn, gentlemen, are 
appointed trustees for the said Indians. 

Sec. 3. It shall be lawful for the said tribe of Indians, 
under the direction and with the approbation of the said trus- 
tees or any five of them, to proceed to sell the said tract of 
land upon twelve months credit; upon which sale being made, 
the said trustees, or any five of them, shall be, and they are 
authorized and empowered to join the said tribe of Indians, in 
conveying the same to the purchaser or purchasers, in fee. 

Sec 4. It shall moreover be the duty of the said trustees, 
to take bonds and sufficient security, payable to themselves 
and their successors, for the amount of the purchase money for 
the said land, and so soon as the same shall be paid into their 
hands, it shall be lawful for them or any five of them, to lay 
out such amount in the purchase of public securities, and to 
draw the interest arising therefrom, and apply the same, if 
sufficient, if not, so much of the principal as the said trustees 
or any five of them may deem necessary, for the maintenance 
and support of each of the .<iaid Indians, so long as there be 
any of the said tribe living: and should the said tribe become 
extinct, the said trustees, or the survivors or survivor of them, 
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Virgiok shall thereupon pay so much of the purchase money and inter- 
^^^ est, as shall remain unapplied, into the public treasury. 

Sec. 5. jlnd be it further enacted, That upon the death, 
resignation, or removal out of the said county, of any of the 
said trustees, it shall and may be lawful for the remaining trus- 
tees, or a majority of them, to supply the vacancy occasioned 
by such death, resignation, or removal, and the persons so 
appointed by the said trustees, shair have as full power and 
authority to act as if they had been herein particularly men- 
tioned. 



An act empowering the county court of Northampton to appoint trustees for 
the purpose of protecting the rights of the Gingaskiii tribe of Indians. 

Sec. 1. Whereas it hath been represented to the present 
1792. General Assembly, that it Will contribute to the interest of the 

Gingaskin tribe of Indians, resident in the county of North- 
ampton, if trustees were appointed to dispose of their lands in 
the said county, for their support: 

Sec. 2, Be it therefore enacted, That the court of the 
county of Northampton shall be, and they are hereby empow- 
ered and required to appoint five trustees, whose duty it shall 
be, or a majority of them, to meet at some convenient place 
within one month after their appointment to make such dispo- 
sition, by lease or otherwise, of the lands aforesaid, as to them 
shall seem most proper; and to distribute the profits arising 
therefrom in such proportions amongst the said Indians, as 
they, or a majority of them, shall think just and right. Pro- 
vided, that such lease or leases do not exceed the term of seven 
years. 

Sec. 3. •^nd be it further enacted, That in case of vacancy 
of any of the said trustees, by death, resignation or otherwise, 
the said justices or their successors shall supply the vacancy 
occasioned thereby, and the said trustees, when appointed, 
shall have the same power and authority as if particularly 
named in this act. 

Sec. 4. And the said justices, or their successors, shall also 
from time to time settle and determine any dispute that may 
arise between the trustees and the said Indians. 

Sec. 5, This act shall commence and be in force from the 
passing thereof. 

An act concerning Tributary Indians. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That it shall 
179*. JQ«>t be lawful for any Indian king, or any other tributary 



159 

Indians whatsoever, upon any pretence, or upon any consid- Virgbn 
eration, to bargain and sell, or demise to any person or persons, ^^^*' 
other than to some of their own nation, or their posterity, in 
fee, for life or for years, the lands laid out and appropriated for 
the use of such Indians^ or any part or parcel thereof; or to 
bargain and sell as aforesaid any other land whatsoever now 
actually possessed, or justly claimed and pretended to by the 
said Indians, or any of them, by virtue of any articles of 
peace made and concluded with such Indians by this Com- 
monwealth, or by the government existing previous to the 
establishment of this Commonwealth, or by virtue of any 
other right and title whatsoever; and every bargain, sale or 
demise, hereafter made contrary to this act, as aforesaid, shall 
be, and is hereby declared to be null and void, to all intents, 
constructions and purposes. 

2. If any person or persons (other than the Indians and 
their posterity) shall, from and after the publication of this 
act, presume to purchase or obtain any deed, or conveyance 
in fee, or any lease of years, from any of the tributary In- 
dians, of any lands, tenements or hereditaments, laid out or 
appropriated, or now actully possessed, or justly claimed, or 
pretended to by the said Indians, or shall occupy or tend any 
of the said lands by permission of the said Indians, or other- 
wise, every person so offending, and being thereof lawfully 
convicted in any court of record within this Commonwealth, 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of' one dollar and sixty -seven 
cents for every acre of land so purchased, leased or occupied, 
and so for every year such person or persons may hold pos- 
session of such lands, by virtue of such purchase or lease; one 
moiety of which penalty shall accrue to the Commonwealth, 
the other moiety to the informer; to be recovered by action of 
debt or information in any court of record within this Com- 
monwealth. 

3. The Indians tributary to this government shall be well 
secured and defended in their persons, goods and properties; 
and whosoever shall defraud or take from them their goods, 
or do hurt or injury to their persons, shall make satisfaction, 
and be punished for the same according to law, as if the Indian 
sufferer had been a citizen of this Commonwealth. 

4. All acts or parts of acts, coming within the purview of 
this act, shall be and are hereby repealed; Provided always, 
that nothing in this act shall be construed to affect any rights, 
remedies, fines, forfeitures, penalties or amercements, which - 
have accrued, been vested or incurred prior to the commence- 
ment of this act. 
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TirfinHi ^* This act shall commence and be in force from and after 

i7l>». the passing thereof. 



1828. 



Aa act aathorizing a aale of a tract of land belonging to the Pamunkey tribe 

of Indians. 

Whereas, it is represented to the General Assembly by the 
m^^ trustees of the Pamunkey tribe of Indians, on behalf of the 

said tribe, and with the consent of a large majority of the said 
Indians, that among the said Indians are many, who by reason 
of age, inhrmity and infancy, are unprovided for, the unhappy 
subjects of poverty and wretciiedness, whilst the robust mem- 
bers of the tribe hold, use and occupy the valuable land be- 
longing to the said tribe as a common property, to the entire 
exclusion from all participation therein, of the aged and in- . 
firm, and iniants who nave lost their parents; and it is fur- 
ther represented, that the said Indians claim title to a piece of 
land in the county of King William, containing about two 
hundred and seventy acres, which they have ceased to occupy 
for about thirty years, the said piece of land being separated 
from the more valuable and occupied lands of the tribe; and 
it is desirable in the view of humanity and justice, that the 
said piece of unoccupied land should be sold and converted 
into a fund for the comfort and support of the helpless and 
infirm of said tribe: 

1. Be it therefore enactedj That Christopher Johnson, 
James Smith, Sterling Lipscomb, Thomas Stark and Charles 
. H. Braxton,- acting trustees of the Pamunkey tribe of Indians, 
or a majority ol them, be, and they are hereby empowered 
and required to sell at public auction, on the premises, and after 
due notification of the said intended sale, said tract of twe 
hundred and seventy acres of land, called the Indian Field, 
situated in the county of King William, allowing such credit 
to the purchaser as the majority of the said trqstees may deem 
advisable, upon bond and approved security, to be entered 
into under the direction and control of the court of said coun- 
ter, and payable to the said acting trustees, and the sur- 
vivor or survivors; and upon the execution of said bond, 
with approved security, in manner and form as above required, 
it shall be the duty of rhe said trustees, or a majority of them, 
to join in a conveyance of said tract of land to the purchaser 
or purchasers. And any deed or conveyance regularly execu- 
ted by the said trustees, or a majority of them, in conipliance 
with this act, and duly recorded, shall be deemed and taken ift 
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law and equity, as Talid and effectual, to convey all the right JJ^^ 
and title of the said Pamunkey Indians, and all and every per^ 
0on or persons claiming to be a part of the said tribe, to the 
said tract of land, and shall forever afterwards be a bar to the 
recovery of the said tract of land, by the said tribe of Indians, 
or any person or persons claiming to be of the same. 

2. Jind be it further enacted^ That the purchase money so 
accruin<r from the sale of the said land, shall be regularly pla- 
ced at interest, upon real security, by the said acting trustees, 
or the survivor or survivors, under the direction and cgntrgl pf 
the court of the said county, 

3. Be it further enacted^ That the said acting trustees, and 
the survivor or survivors, shall annually apply the interest of 
the purchase money, for the maintenance and support of such 
of the said Indians, as shall be deemed proper objects, and 
within the intention and relief of this act: Provided alwaySf 
That in no case shall the said trustees apply the principal of 
the said purchase money, or any part thereof, to the support 
or maintenance of the said Indians, unless the same shall be 
authorized by order of the court of said county: And unless 
the whole number of acting magistrates of the said county shall 
approve, and consent to the ^application pf the said principal, 
or any part thereof: Provid^d^ nevertheless^ That whatever 
portion ot the principal of the sum obtained by the sale of the 
said land, shall be remaining in the hands of the trustees, oa 
the extinction of said tribe, shall vest in the Commonwealth, 
and be paid into the public treasury by the said trustees. 

4. This act shall commence and be in force frgm and ^iXi^ 
the passing thereof. 



NORTH CAROLIBTA.— 1T15. 

An act for restraining the Indians from molesting or injuring the inhabitants 
of this government, and for securiiig to the Indians tne right and property 
of their own lands. 

1. Whereas, before the late war, daily and grievous com? „^ „ .. 
plaints of the depredations and insults of the Indians wer^ na— iz'sf' 
exhibited against them by divers persons bordering upon and 
residing near to the habitations of the said Indians: for the 
prevention of the like disorders for the time to come, and for 
cultivating a better understanding with the said Indians, th^ 
want of which has been so injurious to the Government: 

Sec. 2. Be it enacted by his Excellency the Palatine^ 
and the rest of the true and absolute Lords Proprietor & of 
the Promnce qf Carolina^ by and mth the advice and fQfp^ 

»l 
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Worth Caroii- sent of the rest of the Members of the General Assembly ^ 
•1715. ^^^^ ^^^ Qf Liitic HiviTj J or the Northeast part of said 
Province^ and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same. That whoever shall dis'^over or find any Indian or In- 
dia us, killing, hunting, or in pursuit of, any horses, cattle, or 
ho^, the right and property whereof is in any white man 
inhabiting within this Government, every su<!h person or per- 
sons, on discovery or sight thereof, may, and he is hereby em- 
powered, to apprehend and seize every such Indian or Indians, 
and him or them so apprehended and taken, to convey before 
some one of the committsioners to be appointed for Indian af- 
fairs, and for want of such, before the next magistrate, which 
said commission or magistrate, together with the ruler or 
head man of the town to which such Indian delinquent may 
belong, is and are hereby empowered to punish every such 
delinquent, in such manner as the nature of the offence may 
require, and to award restitution to the party injured for all 
damages by him sustained: saving always the right of appeal 
to the Governor and Council, if either party shall think them- 
selves aggrieved or wronged thereby. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority afort" 
saidy That if any difference shall for the future arise between 
any white man and Indian, concerning trade, or otherwise 
howsoever, every such difference shall be heard, tried, and 
determined, by such commissioners as the Governor or Com- 
mander-in-Chief for the time being shall appoint, together with 
the ruler or head man of the town to which the Indian belongs; 
saving only the right of appeal, as herein before saved and ex- 
cepted. 

Sec. 4. And whereas there is great reason to believe that 
disputes concerning land has already been of fatal consequence 
to the peace and welfare of this colony. Be it further enacted 
by the authority aforesaid^ That no white man shall, for any 
consideration whatsoever, purchase or buy any tract or parcel 
of land, claimed, or actually in possession of any Indian, with- 
out special liberty for so doing from the Governor and Coun- 
cil first had and obtained, under the penalty of twenty 
POUNDS for every hundred acres of land so bargained for and 
purchased, one half to the informer and the other half to him 
or them that shall sue for the same: to be recovered by bill, 
plaint or information, in any court of record within this gov- 
ernment; wherein no essoin, protection, injunction, or wager 
of law, shall be allowed or admitted of. 

Si.'C. 5. Jind he it further enacted by the authority afort^ 
said, That whatever white man shall defraud or take from any 
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of the Indians his goods, or shall beat, abuse, or injure his per- North Ctrali- 
son, each and every person so offending shall make full satis- n*-in«. 
faction to the party injured, and shall suffer such other punish- 
ment as he should or ought to have done, had the offence been^ 
committed to an Englishman. 



1748. 



An act for ascertaining the bounds of a certiun tract of land, formerly laid 
out by treaty to tlie use of the 'luscarora Indians, ao long as they, or any ' 
of tliem, shall occupy and live upon the same, and to prevent any person 
or persons taking up lands, or settling within the said boundti, by pretence 
of any purchase or purchases made, or shall be made, from the said In« 
dians. 

Wherbas, complaints are made by the Tuscarora Indians, 174s. 
of divers encroachments made by the English on their landsj 
and it being but just that the ancient inhabitants of this Pro- 
. vince shall have and enjoy a quiet and convenient dwelling 
place in this their native country; Wherefore, 

Sec. 2. We pray it may be enacted, And be it enacted by 
his Excellency Gabriel Johnston^ EsquirCy Governor^ by and 
with the advice and consent of his Majesty^s Council and 
General Assembly of this Province^ and it is hereby enacted 
by the aut/iority of the same, That the lands formerly allot- 
ted the Tuscarora Indians, by solemn treaty, lying on Morot- 
tock river, in Bertie county, being the same whereon Ihey 
now dwell; butted and bounded, as follows, viz: Beginning at 
the mouth of Quitsnoy swamp, running up the said swamp 
four hundred and thirty poles, to a scrubby oak, near the head 
of the said swamp, by a great spring; then north, ten degrees 
east, eight hundred and fifty poles, to a persimmon tree an Ra« 
quis' swamp; then along the swamp and Pocosin main cburse^ 
north fifty-seven degrees west, two thousand six hundred and 
forty poles, to a hickory on the east side of Falling Run or 
Deep Creek, and down the various courses of the said run to 
Marrattock river; then down the fiver to the first station; 
shall be confirmed and assured, and by virtue of this act, is 
confirmed and assured, unto James Blount, Chief of the Tusca- 
rora Nation, and the people under his charge, their heirs and 
successors, forever; any law, usage, custom, or grant, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. Provided always^ That it shall and may be lawful 
for any person or persons, that have formerly attained any 
srant or grants, under the late lords proprietors, for any tracts 
or parcels of land within the said aforesaid boundaries, upon 
the said Indians deserting or leaving the said lands^ to enter^ 
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fititi\k CtknAi* occupy and enjoy the same^ according to the tenor of theii' . 
^•^^''^■- several grants; any thing herein to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

Sec. 4. •Sndheitfurthef enacted by the authority afore* 
^aidy That it shall not, nor may be lawful, for the Lord Gran- 
Villes* receiver to ask, have, or demand, any qiiit rents for any 
of the said tracts or parcels of lands, taken up within the said 
Indian boundaries, as aforesaid, until such time the Indiam? 
have deserted the same, and the patentee be in possesfioh 
thereof; and then only for such rents as shall from thence arise 
and become due; any law, usage, or custom, to the contrary 
notwithstanding! 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That n6 person, for any consideration whatsoever, shall pur- 
chase or buy any tract or parcel of land claimed, or in posses^ 
»ion of any Indian or Indians, but all such bargains and sale shall 
be, and are hereby declared to be, null and void, and of none ef- 
fect; and the person so purchasing or buying any land of any In- 
clian or Indians, shall further forfeit the sum of ten pounds, pro- 
clamation money, for every hundred acres by him purchased 
Und bought, one half to the use of the public, the other half to 
him or then^ that shall sue for the same; to.be recovered, by ac- 
tion of debt, bill, plaint, op information, in any court of record 
within this Government, wherein no essoin, protection, injunc^ 
tion, or wager of law, shall be allowed or admitted of. 

IT78. 

An ftct for qUistitig' and securing the Tiiscarora Indians, and others claiming^ 
under tht Tusraroras, in the possession of tlieir lands. 

1. Be it enacted, fyc^ Thai Whittnell Tuffdick, chief or 

If 7l4 headman of the Tuscarora nation, and the Tuscarora Indians, 

now living in the county of Bertie, shall have, hold, occupy, 

possess and enjoy, all the lands lying in the county of Bertie 

aforesaid; whereof they are now seized and possessed, (being 

Sart of the lands heretofore allotted to the Indians aforesaid, 
y solemn treaty, and confirmed to them and their successors* 
by act of Assembly, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and forty ei^ht,) without let, molestation, or hindrance, clear 
of all quit rents, or any public demand, by way of tax what- 
ever to them, the said Tuscarora Indians, and their heirs and 
successors; and that they the said Tuscaroras, and their heirs 
and successors, shall forever be clear and exempt from every 
kind of poll-tax. 

8i And whereas the laid Tuscarora Indians, by nature igoo- 
Waii and strongly addicted to drinking, may be easily imposed 
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On by designing persons, and unwarily deprived of their said North Cumiw 
lands: na-irrs. 

Be it enactedy That no person, for any consideration what- 
ever, shall hereafter purchase, buy or lease, any tract or parcel 
of land, now claimed by, or in possession of, the said Tuscarora 
Indians, or any of them; nor shall any person settle on or 
cultivate the said lands, or any part thereof, in his own right, or 
under pretence as acting as overseer for the said Indians; and 
if any person shall, hereafter, purchase, buy or lease, any 
lands of the said Indians, or settle on or cultivate any part 
thereof, in his own right or as overseer for the Indians, all 
such purchases, sales, lease^, and agreements, shall be, and 
they are hereby, declared null and void; and the person so 
purchasing, buying, or leasing, settling on, or cultivating, the 
said lands, or any part thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
three hundred pounds, current money, for every hundred 
acres by him so purchased, bought or leased, settled on, or 
cultivated, as aforesaid; one half to the use of the said Tusca- 
rora Indians, the other to the nse of him or her who shall sue 
, tor the same; to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or 
information, in any court having cognizance thereof: Provided^ 
That the said Tuscarora Indians may sell or dispose of their 
lands, or any part thereof, with consent of the General AssenO'^ 
bly first had and obtained. 

3. And whereas the chieftains and head men of the Tusca- 
rora nation, living in the county, did, on the twelfth day of 
July, in the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-six, 
for the consideration of fifteen hundred pounds, to them paid, 
by Robert Jones, Jun., William Williams, and Thomas Pugh, . 
by indenture, under their hands and seals, demise, grant, and 
to farm let, unto the said Robert Jones, William Williams, 
and Thomas Pugh, a certain tract of land, lying in the county 
aforesaid, containing about eight thousand acres, more or less, 
bounded as follows, to wit: Beginning at the mouth of Deep 
Creek, otherwise called Falling Run; thence running up the 
said creek to the Indian head line; thence by the said line. 
South seventeen degrees east, twelve hundred and eighty 
poles; thence a course parallel with the general current of the 
said creek to Roanoke river, and then up the river to the be- 
ginning; together with the appurtenances thereto belonging, 
to be held and enjoyed by the said Robert Jones, William 
Williams, and Thomas Pugh, their executors, administrators, 
and assigns, in severalty, for and rluring the term of one hun- 
dred and fifty years, as may more fully appear by the said 
indcDture, registered in the county court of Bertie aforesaid, 
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Kortb r'umii- and ratified by act of Assembly, passed at Newbern, in the 
■•— I77S. y^.3j. jjj^p thousand seven hundred and sixty-six: 

Be it enactedy That each and every of the persons entitled 
to claim under the demise' aforementioned, or by grants from 
the persons claimin^j under the same, or either of them, and 
Iheir heirs nnd assigns, shall and may have, hold, occupy, pos- 
se»«s. and cMijoy, the several shares, dividends or parcels of the 
s;u(i land to ihem belonging, in as full, free, and absolute man- 
ner, and with the same legal priyileges and advantages, in 
every respect, and subject to the same taxes, as if the said land 
hnd been originally granted to the said Robert Jones, William 
Williams, and Thomas Pugh, by Lord Granville or by this 
State. 

4. And whereas the said Tuscarora Indians, for good and 
sufficient reasons, and for valuable considerations, have, since 
the twelfth tiay of July, one thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
six, and previous to the first day of December last, demised, 
granted, and to farm let, sundry tracts, or parts of land, lying 
in said county of Bertie, to sundry persons, as by indentures 
duly executed may more fully appear: 

Be U enacted^ That ail the lands contained in the last men- 
tioned demises, if the said demises were fairly, honafide^ and 
without fraud, made by, and obtained from, the said Tuscarora 
Indians, since the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
six, and previous to the first day of December last past, s)iall 
not be decreed vacant lands, or be liable to be entered as such 
in the land office, unless the General Assembly shall hereafter 
so direct; but, neverthekss, shall be subject to the same taxes 
as other lands in this State are liable to. 

5. And whereas, it is suggested by the said Tuscarora In- 
dians, that unfair dealing has been used in obtaining one or 
more of the demises aforementioned; and they, the said In- 
dians, have, at present, no mode for obtaining redress in such 
cases: 

Be it therefore enacted^ That the commissioners hereinafter 
mentioned, or a majority of them, shall and may, upon com- 
plaint of the said Tuscarora Indians, in court or meeting assem- 
bled, that any person or persons has or have unfavourably or 
fraudulently obtained any grant or demise for lands to them 
belonging, since the year one thousand seven hundred and six- 
ty-six, and previous to the first day of December last, summon 
the person or persons so complained against, or cause him or 
them to be summoned, to appear before them on a certain day, 
on the land in dispute, (giving at least ten days notice previous 
to the day in such summons appointed) then and there to 
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answer the complaints of the Indians, for having fraudulently Nwth ChrolU 
or unfairly obtained a grant or demise of the land in question; na— i^'^*. 
and shall also summon, or cause to be summoned, a jury of 
twelve men, being freeholders in the said county of Bertie, 
and not resident on, or owners of, any lands purchased of the 
said Tuscarora Indians; and the said commissioners, or a ma- 
jority of them, shall attend at the time and place appointed, 
with thejury aforesaid, and having first sworn the jury to try and 
determine fairly between the said Indians, and the person or 
persons complained against, shall and may cause witnesses to 
be examined on both sides, and receive the verdict of thejury, 
and return the same, with the pannel, to the next county court 
of the said county of Bertie, to be entered upon record; and 
such verdict shall be as good and effectual as if obtained in any 
court of record; and if the same be general, the said com mis- 
sioners, or a majority of them, shall and may appoint one or 
more person or persons to carry the same into execution; but 
if special, then the court shall decide thereon, and cause the 
sheriff of the county to carry such decision into execution. 

6, And whereas the said Indians are often injured by hor- 
ses, cattle, and hogs, driven on their lands by the white peo- 
ple, the said horses, cattle, and hogs, breaking into their enclo- 
sures, and destroying their corn and other effects; and are also- 
frequently deprived of their property, and abused by ill dispos- 
ed persons: for remedy whereof, and also for recovery of rents 
and demands now due, or which may hereafter become due 
and owing to the said Tuscarora Indians: 

Be it enactedj That William Williams, Thomas Pugh, 
Willie Jones, Simon Turner, and Zedekiah Stone, be, and 
they are hereby, appointed commissioners for the said Indians; 
and they, or any three of them, shall and may inquire into the 
complaint made by the said Indians, summon the persons com- 
plained against before them, and award such restitution and "^ 
redress as to them shall seem just and necessary; and may 
appoint an officer or officers to serve subpoenas, and execute 
such awards and determinations as they shall or may make in 
regard of the premises; and the court of the said county of 
Bertie is hereby authorized and required to fill up, from time 
to time, by new appointments and vacancies which may hap- 
pen among the commissioners, by death or resignation; and up- 
on complaint of the chief or head man of the nation, and the rest 
of the Indians, in court or meeting properly assembled, against 
any one of the commissioners for misbehaviour, may inquire 
into the conduct of the. person or persons complained against, 
remove him or them if necessary^ and appoint another ur 
•thers in his or their stead. 
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ninth Caroii- 7. And be it further enacted^ That the lands leased by 
■»— 177$. the said Tuscatora Indians to Robert Jones jr., William Wil- 
liams, and Thomas Pugh, and to other persons, shiill revert to, 
and become the property of the State, at the expiration of the 
teriiiS in the several leases mentioned, if the said nation be 
then extinct: and the lands now belonging to, and possessed by, 
the said Tuscaroras, shall revert to, and become the property 
of the State, whenever the said nation shall become extinct, or 
shall entirely abandon or remove themselves off the said lands, 
and every part thereof: Provided^ That no person shall have 
any preference of entry to any of the said lands by virtue of 
any lease or occupancy whatsoever since December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-six, whenever the General 
Assembly shall declare the said lands to be vacant. 

1783. 

Extract from an Act for opening the l^nd Offiae for the redemption of spe* 
cie aiid other certificates, -^ud clischarj^in^ the Lj'iears due to the Army. 

**Sec. 3. And be it further enaciedy That the Westera 
1783 boundary be enlarged, and established by a /me, beginning on 

the line which divides this State from that of Virginia, at a 
point due north of the n'iOuth of Cloud's Cret^k, running 
thence west to the Mississippi; thence down tlie Mississippi 
to the thirty-iifth degree of north latitude; thence due emst 
until it strikes the Apalacliian mountains; thence with the 
Ap.i]achian mountains to the ridge that divides the waters of 
French-broad River and the waters of Ncllichuckie River, and 
with that ridge until it strikes the line described in the fifth 
section of an acty entitled ^^An act to amer. J an act for estab- 
lishing oflfices for receivin^r enl'ies of claims for lands in the 
several counties within this State, lor aic;€rtaining the method 
of obtaining titles to the same, and fur other purposes;'^ and 
* with that line, and those several water courses, to the begin- 

ning.'* 

"Sec. 5. And be it further enacted^ That the Cherokee 
Indians shall have and enjoy all th it tract of land bounded as fol- 
lows, lo wit: Beginning on the Tennessee, where the South'* 
ern boundary of this State intersects the same, nearest to the 
Chickamawga Towns; thence up the middle of the Tennessee 
and Ilolstein to the middle of French broad; thence up the 
middle of French-broad River (which lines are not to include 
any island or islands in the said river) to the mouth of Big- 
Pidgeon River; thence up the sanie totne head thereof, thence 
along the dividing ridge between the waters of Pidgeon River 
and Tuckasejah River to the Southern boundary of the Statei 
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and the lands contained within the aforesaid bounds shall be, North CAKfll- 
and are hereby, reserved unto the said Cherokee Indians and "»— 17S* 
their nation forever, any thing herein to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Sec. 6. ^nd be it further enacted^ That no person shall 
enter and survey any lands within the bounds set apart for the 
said Cherokee Indians, under the penalty of fifty pounds spe- 
cie for every such entry so made^ to be recovered in any 
court of law in this State, by, and to the use of, any person 
who will sue for the same; and all such entries and grants 
thereupon, if any should be made, shall be utterly void. 

Sec. 7. ^nd be It further enacted^ That no person, foF 
any consideration whatever, shall purchase or buy, or take any 
gift or lease of any tract of land within the said bounds of 
any Indian or Indians; but all such bargains, sales, gifts, and 
leases, shall be, and are hereby declared to be null and void; and 
the person so purchasing, buying, leasing, or taking any gift 
of any land or any Indian or Indians as aforesaid, shall more- 
over forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds specie, for every 
hundred acres so purchased, bought, leased, or taken, as afore- 
said; one half to the use of the State, and the other half to . 
him that will sue for the same, to be recovered in the manner 
aforesaid. 

Sec 8. And whereas the said Indians may receive injuries 
from the people hunting, ranging, or driving stocks of horses, 
cattle, or hogs, on the lands hereby allotted them: For reme- 
dy whereof, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That 
it shall not be lawful for any person or persons whatsoever to , 
hunt or range on the said lands, or to drive stocks of cattle^ 
hor&es, or hogs thereon, on pain of forfeiting the sum of fifty- 
pounds specie for every such ofience, together with such stock 
or stocks of horses, cattle, or hogs, so driven; to be recovered 
by any person who shall sue for the same in the manner afore- 
said. 

Sec. 9. %dnd be it further enacted. That it shall and may 
be lawful for any person who now is, or hereafter shall become, 
a citizen of this State, according to the constitution thereof, 
to enter- with the entry taker, to be appointed by joint ballot 
of both Houses of this General Assembly, to receive entries 
for claims of land, (all lands in this act reserved for the In- 
dians excepted) a claim for any lands, provided such claim 
does not exceed five thousand acres. 

22 
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An act for appointing an agent, and holding a treaty with the Cherokee 

Indians, and fur other purposes. 

Sec. 1. Whereas, holding treatief^ and appointing one or 
North Cardi- more agents to keep up a continual friendly correspondence 
na— 178;^. Y\'iti» the said Indians, may prevent future wars, and save 
expense of blood and treasure: 

Sec. 2. Be it therefore enacted by the General •Assembly 
of the State of North Carolina^ and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the tame. That his excellency the Gover- 
nor, as soon as may be, shall hold, or by such persons as he 
shall commissiunate for that purpose, cause to be held a treaty 
with the Chickamagaw and Over-hill Cherokees, and also with 
the Cherokees of the ihiddle and valley seltlemenis, at the 
Long Island, on Holstein river; and his excellency the Gov- 
ernor is hereby einpowered to cause the musket powder, 
belonging to this State, or so much thereof as he shall think 
necesb.iry, not exceeding one thousand weight, to be removed 
to the frontiers convenient to the place where the said treaty 
shall be neld, and to' give the said powder, or cause the same 
to be given, in presents to the said Indians; and his excellency 
the Governor is hereby empowered to issue warrants on the 
Treasury for any sum not exceeding two thousand five hun- 
dred pounds specie; and cause the same to be laid out in the 
purchase of goods suitable for the said Indians, and the same 
goods to give, or ca'ise to be given, in consideration of the 
lands bv the said Indians to be ceded to the State; and also, to 
issue warrants on the Treasury for tlie sum of one thousand 
pounds specie, to defray the expenses of removing the said 
pewder and goods, for the purchase of necessary provisions for 
the support of said India'is attending the treaty, and other 
expenses thereof; and a full and accurate account of all expen- 
ditures, article>, stipulations, cessions, agreements, and pro- 
ceedings of the said treaty, v/herein this State is or may be 
interested, shall be laid before the next General Assembly. 

Sec. 3. ^dnd be it further enacted by the authority qfore- 
said. That Joseph Martin be, and he is hereby appointed 
agent in behalf of this State, for the Chickamagaw and Over- 
hill Cheiokees, and for the Cherokees of the middle settle- 
ments and valley towns; and the said agent shall visit the 
Indians under his agency, in their own country, once in six 
months; shall deliver to them messages from the Grovernor^ 
receive their talks, record them in a journal; record in like 
manner such public talks as he without order may deliver 
th«r.', and send copies of both to the Governor. 

S:.( I. And in order that all the dealings and intercourses 
with the said Indians may be carried on in the most friendly 



^ 



171 

and upright manner, and every fraud and imposition as far Nwth Cwoii- 

as possible prevented. Be it therefore enacted by the authori- '^"•^7•^• 

iy aforesaid^ That no person whatsoever, shall deal or traffic 

with the said Indians, within the limits of this State, without 

license first had and obtained from the Governor of the same^ 

and that those licejises- shall be granted only to men of the 

most upright and unexceptionable honest characters, and shall 

not authorize any person obtaining them to trade with the said 

Indians for any longer time than one^esLVy and those be annu* 

ally received and obtained. ^ 

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted by the authority afort" 
said, That every person obtaining such license shall pay for 
the same to the Governor the sum of pivk pounds specie: and 
if any person shall presume to deal with the said Indians 
within the limits of this State, he shall forfeit and pay fifty 
pounds specie for the first offence, and one hundred pounds 
specie for every subsequent ofience, one half to the use of the 
public, the other half to him or them that shall prosecute for 
the same, to be recovered by action of debty billy plainly or 
information, in any court of record. 

Sec. 6. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the said agent shall be allowed one hundred pounds spe- 
cie per annum for all services. 



1801. 

■ 

An act for the relief of the Tiiscarora nation of Indians. 

Whereas the Indians composing the Tuscarora nation n^^ 
have, by their chief Sacarusa, and others, regularly deputed and 
authorized, requested the concurrence of the General Assem- 
bly of this state to enable them to lease or demise, for a num- 
ber of years, the residue of their lands situate in the county of 
Bertie, in such a manner that the whole of the leases on said 
land shall terminate at the same period: 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted^ fyc. That the said Chief Sacarusa, 
Longboard and Samuel Smith, or a majority of them, be, and» 
they are hereby authorized to lease and to farm let, the unde- 
mised residue of the lands allotted to the Tuscarora nation in 
Bertie county, for a term of years that shall expire and end 
when the lease made by the Tuscarora nation to Robert Jones 
and others, in the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
six, shall end and expire, and also extend the term or terms 
of the leases already made or granted for a shorter term, to a 
term or terms which shall expire at the same time with the 
said lease made in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
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Nwth Caroiu sixty-six, in such parcels and on such rents and conditions as 
na— 180L. j^ay be approved by the commissioners appointed in pursuance 
of this act, and which may best promote the interest and con- 
venience of the said Indian nation. 

And wherea? some difficulties have arisen respecting the 
receipt and payment of the rents on some of the present leases, 

Skc. 2. Be it further enacted^ That the said Chiefs, or a 
majority of them, be, and they are hereby authorized to 
make such alterations, by covenant or agreement, respecting 
the payment and receipt of any of ihe rents due, or that may 
become due on any of the existing leases, as the commitisioners 
appointed in pursuance of this act, or a majority of them, 
shall approve. 

Whereas the said Indian Chiefs are ignorant of the usual 
forms of business, and may want advce and assistance in 
transacting the business respecting their lands, for remedy 
whereol, and to prevent their being injured, 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That the Governor shall 
appoi.it three commissioners for the purpose of carrying the 
provisions of this act into effect; and no lease, grant, demise, 
covenant or agreement made by the said Indian Chiefs as 
aforesaid respecting said lands, or the rents thereof, shall be 
good or valid in law, unless the same shall be approved by 
daid commissioners, or a majority of them, and such approba- 
tion shall be expressed in writing, and annexed or endorsed on 
such lease, covenant or agreement, and registered in the regis- 
ter^s office of the county of Bertie, together with said lease 
or agreement; and the said commissioners shall receive the sum 
of twenty-five shillings per day for their compensation and 
expenses, to be paid out of the moneys received by the said 
Chiefs on' leasing Si)id lands. 

Sec. 4. t^nd be it further enacted^ That the occupancy 
and possession of the tenants under the said leases, heretofore 
confirmed by act or acts of the General Assembly, and such 
leases as may be made under this act, shall be held and deem- 
^ed, in all cases whatsoever, the occupancy and possession of 
the said Tuscarora nation, to all intents and purposes as if the 
eaid nation, or the Indians thereof, or any of them, actually 
resided on said lands. 

Whereas the said Chiefs Sacarusa, Longboard and Samuel 

Smith, being duly and fully authorized and empowered by the 

said Tuscarora nation, have consented that the Indian claim to 

the use, possession and occupancy of said lands, shall cease 

<and be extinguished, when the said lease made in the year one 
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thousand seven hundred and sixty-six, to Robert Jones and North CaroU- 
others, shall expire. na-i«oi. 

Se«. 5. Be it enacted^ That from and after the twelfth 
day of July, which shall be in the year one thousand nine 
hundred and sixteen, the whole of the lands allotted to the said 
Tuscarora Indians, by an act of the General Assembly passed 
at Newborn, on the fifteenth day of October, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-eight, shall 
revert to, and become the property of the state, and the In- 
dian claim thereto, shall, from that time, be held and deemed 
forever extinguished. 

S>;c. 6. ^i7}d be it further enacted^ That after the said 
lands shall revert to the state, if the same, or any part there- 
of, shall be vacant, the same shall not be liable to the entry or 
entries of any person or ])ersons, without an express act of 
the legislature to tliat efiect: Provided always^ That it shall 
not be lawful for any person or persons to make any entry or 
entries on the said land, after the passing of this act: Provided 
always, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed 
so as 10 effect the title of any individual: Provided nevertht" 
/ess, That no lot or parcel of lands laid off under the direc- 
tion of said commissioners, shall exceed two hundred acres: 
•^nd provided further^ That no lease shall be made but by 
public auction, of which due notice shall be given in the Hali- 
fax and Edonton newspapers. 



1820. 



An act prohibiting wljte men from cultivating the lands reserved to the 

Cherokee Indians. 

Be it enacted^ fyc. That from and after the passing of this i«30. 
act, it shall not be lawful for any white man to buy, rent, 
lease or cultivate any of the lands reserved to the Cherokee 
Indians by the late treaties in eighteen hundred and seventeen, 
and eighteen hundred and nineteen, nor to act as aji^ent, attor- 
ney or trustee, in buying, renting, leasing or cultivating such 
lands: and any persons violating the provisions of this act, 
shall forfeit five hundred dollars, to be recovered in any court 
having cognizance of the same, the one half to any person 
suing for the same, and the other half to the state: Provi- 
ded neverthefess. That this act shall not extend or be so con- 
strued as to prevent Richard Walker, or the Big Bear, from 
•managing the lands allotted to them as they may^think proper. 
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1821. 

An art to aTii.^n*! an net, passed at the l:4st session of the General Assembly, 
ciit:'.li (1 **An ae; j>pri»iuiting white men from ciilth-ating the l;uids resen-ed 
to l!ie Cherokee Indians." 

Sec. I. Be it enactedj fyc. That if any white man who 
Kiirtb c^rnYi- shall have purchased from this state at the sales made by com- 
■fc-itii. missioncrs uuder the acts of the General Assembly, lands re^ 
served for certain Cherokee Indians, may purchase or extin- 
guish the right of the Indians, to whom said lands were 
reserved, to the land so sold by the authority of this state: 
any thins; in the above recited act to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Sjcc. 2. Be it enacted^ That the penalty incurred by any 
persons, in buyin":, renting, leasing or cultivating lands from 
Indians, which lands such persons had previously purchased 
from this state, as herein before mentioned, ii hereby remitted 
and discharged. 

Sec. 3. Be it enacted^ That nothing in this act contained 
shall give title to any land to any person, unless such person, 
his heirs or assigns, shall fully comply with all the terms of 
the sale made by this act. 

1824. 

An act concerning^ the lands held under leases from the Tuacorora tribe 

of Indians. 

Sec. 1. Whereas it is represented to this General Assem- 
bly, in behalf of persons holding lands under leases for a long 
term of, years from the Tuscarora tribe of Indians, that they 
are subject to great inconveniences from their estates being 
nere chattel interest- For remedy whereof, 

Sec. 2. Be it enacted^ That the estates in land now held 
by certain individuals, under leases for a term of years from 
the Tuscarora tribe of Indians, made in pursuance of certain 
acts of the General Assembly of this state, shall hereafter be 
considered real estate; shall descend to and be divided among 
the heirs of any intestate, subject to dower and tenancy by 
curtesy, and other incidents to real estate, and its liability to 
execution, and its conveyance and devise, shall be governed 
by the same rules as are now prescribed in the case of real 
estate held in fee-simple: Provided^ That nothing herein con- 
tained, shall be so construed as to give to the individuals hold- 
ing the said terms for years, a right to enjoy the same for a 
longer period than is designated in the leases executed by the 
said Tuscarora Indians, in pursuance of acts of the Greneral 
Assembly of this state; nor so as to give to said individuals 
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any right which, by the constitution of this state, is exclu- North CjvoIi. 
sively confined to freeholders. «a— is«k 



1828. 



An act to amend an act, passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-three, entitled **an act respecting the reservations of certain In- 
diai*<in the lands lately acquired by ti*eaty from the Cherokee Indians." 

Be it enacted by the General •Assembly of the State o/itig. 
North-Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same, That whenever the Governor for the time being 
shall have reason to believe that the title set up by any In- 
dian (or person claiming under any Indian) to a reservation 
under the treaties of one thousand eight hundred and seven- 
teen, and one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, is not a 
good and valid title, where the land so claimed has been sold 
under the authority of the State, and the purchaser has been 
0ued, or shall be sued for the same, it shall be his duty to em- 
ploy counsel to appear in behalf of such purchaser from the 
state, to defend the title conveyed by the state; any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

An act respecting certain re^rvations claimed by Indians in the lands lately 
acquired by treaty from the Cherokee nation. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the ^^^^ 
State of North-Carolina^ and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same, That a commissioner be appointed 
by the Governor of the state, whose duty it shall be, at some 
time before the next session of the General Assembly, to meet 
at some convenient place in the county of Haywood, and 
inquire into the titles of certain tracts of land claimed by 
individuals of the Cherokee nation of Indians, under certain 
provisions made in the treaties concluded between the United 
States and the said nation, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventeen, and one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen; and that said commissioner be, and he is hereby 
authorized to contract with any of the said Indians, or with 
any agent or agents duly authorized by them, for the purchase 
of the tract or tracts to which the said commissioner shall 
believe the said Indians, or any of them, shall hav6 a good 
and valid title, under the provisions of the said treaties, such 
contract to be made subject to the further ratification of the 
General Assembly. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be'the duty 
of the said commissioner to ascertain the fact, if practicable. 
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North CtroU- whether the said Indians, or any of them, have sold their 
na— I8«t, titles lo individuals, and report the same to the next General 
Assembly. 

Se. 3. Be itjurthtr enacted^ That it shall be the duty of 
the said commissioner to report to the General Assembly, at 
their next session, his proceedings under the foregoing section, 
and whether the said Indians will consent; if so, an account 
of each contract he may enter into with the said Indians; and 
such contract, when ratified by the General Assembly, shall 
be binding on the state, and not otherwise. 

Stc. 4. And he it further enacted. That the said commis- 
sioner shall be allowed the sum of four dollars for every day 
he shall be necessarily in the discharge of the duties hereby 
imposed, estimating every thirty miles he shall travel to and 
from said place of meeting, as one day. 



1829. 

An act concei-ning the lands formerly ^^ccupied by the Tuscarora tribe ofla- 
dians, lying in Bertie county, on the north side of Roanoke river. 

1829. Whereas the Tuscarora Indians have for more than a cen- 

tury been the firm and undeviatmg friends of the white peo- 
ple of this country, insomuch that the state of North Carolina 
is disposed not only to render to them full and complete jus- 
tice, but also to exercise towards them that spirit of generosity 
which their conduct has merited: Therefore, 

Si.c. 1. Be it enacted by the General jissemhly of the 
State of North Carolinay and it is herely enacted by the 
authority of the samCy That William R. Smith, of Halifaic; 
Simmons J. Baker, of Martin; and William Erittitin, of Ber- 
tie, he, and they are hereby appointed commissioners for the 
purpose of advertising and selling, in manner hereinafter di- 
rected, the above named tract of land, lying in Bertie county^ 
butted and bounded as follows, to wit: Beginning ai the 
mouth of Quoitsney Swamp; runninji; up the swamp 430 
poles to a scrubby oak, near the head of Naid swamp by a great 
spring; thence north 10° east 850 poles, to a persimmon tree, 
on Raquis swamp; thence along the swamp and Pocusin, main 
course north 57° west 2640 poles, to a hickory on the east 
side of Falling Run or Deep Creek, and dovyn the various 
courses of said run to Roanoke River; then down the river to 
the first station. 

Sijc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the title so to be 
sold by said commissioners shall be understood to extend only 
to the reversion of the state in said lands after the expiration 
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of the leases from the Indians under which they are now held; North Caroii- 
and that immediately after the ratification of this act, and °V"^^* 
notice thereof to the commissioners, it shall be their duty to 
proceed forthwith to advertise in the newspaper most conve- 
nient to the premises, and also at five of the most public pla- 
ces in the counties of Bertie, Halifax and Martin, including 
the court houses in said counties, that a sale of said land, 
according to the provisions of this act, will take place on 
Tuesday of the ensuing March term of the Superior Court of 
Bertie county, that is, on the 17th day of March next; and - 

it shall be the duty of the said commissioners to attend at the 
aforesaid time'and place, and ofier, in the court house yard, aik 
public sale, to the highest bidder, the said lands, according to 
advertisement, subject however to the leases as aforesaid; and 
the commissioners shall have power to continue or postpone the 
sale from day to day until the end of that week; and should 
they, by unavoidable accident or otherwise, be prevented 
from selling all or any part of said lands during the said week, 
it shall be their duty to advertise in like manner, for two 
months next preceeding the following September term of Ber- 
tie Court, and to sell at said term, as is heretofore directed, 
at March term; and said commissioners shall be empowered 
to put up said lands in such parcels as they may deem most 
advantageous for selling; and that they shall give the purcha- 
sers a credit of twelve months on one half of the purchase money, 
and a credit of twenty-four months on the other half: ProvU 
(led always, That the purchaser shall deliver to the commis- 
sioners bonds, with good and sufficient security, for the same, 
payable to the Governor of the state. 

Sec. 3. md be it further enacted. That should the com- 
missioners, upon ofiering said lands as aforesaid, perceive that 
ihey were likely to be sacrificed, or to sell for an amount 
greatly below their real value, it shall be their duty forthwith 
to discontinue the sale; and that it shall be the duty of the com- 
missioners, after making sale, or if no sale be made, immedi- 
ately after September next, to make report to the public trea- 
surer of the state of all such proceedings as they may have 
had under this act, and also to hand over to him all such bonds 
as they may have taken from purchasers; and it shall be the 
duty of the secretary of state, upon a certificate irom the trea- 
surer of payment of the purchase money, and a certificate 
from the commissioners of the boundaries of the land so pur- 
chased, to grant t title of release from the state of North Ca- 
rolina to such persons as may be reported purchasers by said, 
commissioners under this act of Assembly^ 
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Koith Caroii* Sec. 4. And be it further enacied. That it shall he th* 
Bip*US9. jyty Qf thg puhlic treasurer to collect the money on said bonds 
when they shall become due, and hold the same subject to 
the order of the Tuscafora tribe of Indians; and whenever 
such order shall be presented, properly and duly authenticated, 
by said tribe or nation of Indians, it shall be his duty to pay 
the same over accordingly: Provided always^ that upon pay- 
ing over such moneys, the public treasurer shall take from said 
Indians, or their properly authorized agent or agents, a full 
and complete release of all such claim or pretence of title, as 
they now make, or ever may have to the afgresaid tract of 
land. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted^ That the commission- 
ers shall be allowed each the sum of three dollars for every 
day they shall necessarily be employed in examining said lands, 
or in attending to the sale of the same, to be paid out of the 
funds arising from the sales. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted^ That if it should appear at 
any time hereafter that the said Indians have parted with their 
claims, or contracted for the same, so that in fact the benefit of 
the sale would go to some stranger, then the benefit of the 
sale shall, agreeable to the provisions of this act, enure to the 
state. 



SOUTH CAROJLINA.— 1739— 1812. 

[From Brevard's Digest of the Laws of South Carolina. Vol. 1. Title 96.— 

Sec. I. Forasmuch as the practice of purchasing lands 
Sooth Caroli- from Indians may prove of very dangerous consequence to the 
na— irj9. peace an<i safety of this province, such purchases being gener- 
ally obtained from Indians by unfiir representations, fraud and 
circumvention, or by making them gifts or presents of little 
value, by which practices, jj;reat resentments and animosities 
have been created amongst the Indians towards the inhabifant* 
of this province: and forasmuch as such practices tend to the 
manifest prejudice of his majesty's just right and title to the 
soil of this province, vested in his majesty by the surrender 
of the late lords proprietors, made in pursuance of an act of 
parlianrient of Great Britain, and will also tend to the diminu- 
tion of his majesty's quit rents. 

Sec. 2. Be it therefore enaeled^ That no person or per- 
sons whatever shall buy, bargain or treat for, or by any way 
or means whatever, procure^ hold, obtain or get any lands, 
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tenementsy or hereditaments whatever, or any right or title, or Soath Carali- 
pretended right, interest or title of or from any Indian or In- «*— i''*®* 
dians whatever in or to any lands, tenenients or hereditaments 
within this province, without a grant or license for that pur- 
pose from his majesty, his heirs, or successors, or from the 
governor and commander in chief of this province, for the 
time being, with the advice and consent of his majesty's hon- 
ourable council, upon pain that he, she or they who shall so bar- 
gain, buy or by any way or means procure, obtain tr get, or 
have any lands, tenements or hereditaments, or any right or 
title, or pretended right, interest or title, or shall take a pro- 
mise, grant or covenant to have any lands, tenements or 
hereditaments, or any right or title, or pretended right, or title 
of or from any Indian or .Indians, of, in or to any lands, tene- 
ments or hereditaments within this province, shall forfeit dou- 
ble the value of such lands, tenements or hereditaments so bar- 
gained^ promised, covenanted, granted, procured, treated for, 
obtained or got contrary to the form and intent of this act; one 
half of which forfeiture shall be to the use of his majesty, his 
heirs and successors for the support of this government, and the 
other half to the person or persons who shall inform and sue 
for the same, to be recovered in any court of record in this 
province by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, where- 
in no essoin, privilege, protection, or wager of law, non vult 
ulierius prosequi f injunction, shall be admitted or allowed, 
nor any more than one imparlance. 

Sec. 3. All gifts, grants, bargains, contracts, sales, convey- 
ances, covenants, despositions and alienations whatsoever of 
any lands, tenements, or hereditaments whotsoever within this 
province, from, by or under any Indian or Indians made or to 
be made to any person or persons whatever, contrary to the 
form and meaning of this act, shall be null and void and of 
no effect. • 

Sec. 4. Provided now and at all times, that this act shall 
not be construed nor intended to impeach any purchase made 
or title derived from any Indians by the late lords proprietors 
of this province, or their deputies before the surrender of the 
soil of this province to his majesty, nor to impeach any pi r- 
chase made or title derived from any Indians by any governor 
of this province, or by any other person having authority for 
that purpose from his majesty since the said surrender of the 
soil of this province to his majesty: 

S;.c. 5. J3nd provided a/soy That the purchasers of any 
lands from Indians for any valuable cunsideralion actually and 
bona Jlde paid since the said surrender of the lords propria* 
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Sanih C»roii.lors to his majesty shall be deemed creditors for such consid- 
■a— 1739. eration, and s^hall on proof thereof be repaid the same by the 
public ol this province. 

Sec. 6. This act and every part thereof shall be deemed 
and taken to be a public act, in all courts of record in this 
province; of which all the judges and justices are to take no- 
tice without specially pleading the same. 

Sec. 7. Be it enacted^ That all the land lying and being 
within the chartered boundaries of this state, to the north, and 
*^'*' north-west of a line running from the top of the Oconnie 

mountain; northeast, till it intersects the North-Carolina 
boundary, and the top of the said mountain: south-wesi, till 
it intersects the river Toogooloo, is hereby declared to be re- 
served to the Cherokee nation of Indians, for their present 
use and occupation; and all grants, sales, or conveyances, 
which hath heretofore, or shall hereafter be obtained within 
the chartered boundaries of this state, and to the north or 
north-west of the before recited temporary line, shall be, and 
the same is hereby declared to be null and void, any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 8. Whereas it is expedient that the Catawba Indians 
should have the power to grant and make leases for life or 
^* lives, as well as for terms of yearsL of the lands vested in them 

by the laws of this state; » 

Sec. 9. Be it therefore enacted^ That from and immedi- 
atel}; after the passing of this act, it shall and may be lawful 
for the Catawba Indians to grant and make to any person or 
persons, any lease or leases, for life or lives or term of years, 
of any of the lands vested in them by the laws of this state: 
Provided^ That no lease shall exceed the term of ninety-nine 
years, or three lives in being. 

Sec. 10. J^nd be it further enact edy That the governor 
for the time being shall be authorized, and he is hereby re- 
quired to appoint five fit and proper persons to superintend 
the leasing of the lands of the Catawba Indians in manner 
aforesaid; anjj no lease of the lands of the Catawba Indians 
hereafter to be made, whether for life or lives, or terms of 
years, shall be held or deemed as valid and good In law, un- 
less the same be witnessed by a majority of the said superin- 
tendents at the time of making thereof, and signed and sealed 
by at least four of the head men or chiefs of the said Catawba 
Indians: Provided, That an annual rent be reserved as a com- 
pensation for such lease. 

Sec 11. %dnd be it enactedf That the said superintendents 
AHl be commissioned for the purposes aforesaid^ for seven 
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years; which commission shall be recorded in the office of Soath Caroli- 
secretary of state; and an office copy thereof shall be taken »»— !• 
and received as good evidence in any courts of law or equity 
within this &tate as the origiiial would be if produced in any 
ease wherein it might be necessary to produce such original 
commission. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted^ That all acts and 
clauses of acts or resolutions repugnant hereto, be, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 13. fVhereas many incoveniences have been expe- -j.^ 
rienced by the lessees of the Catawba Indians, as well as by 
the Indians themselves, under the operation of an act passed 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eii^ht hundred and eight; 
which act ordains, " That no payments shall at any time be 
made for such lease or any part thereof, for more than three 
years rent in advance, and that no payments shall be deemed 
or held to be valid, unless the sanie be made conformably to 
this act, and receipts therefor given by such of the chiefs of 
the nation as usually transact their affairs, and by a majority 
of the said superintendents: 

Sec. 14. ^^Jid be it further enacted^ That no payments 
shall be hereafter made for such lease or any part thereof, for 
more than seven years rent in advance, and that no payments 
shall be held or deemed valid, unless receipts therefor be given 
and attested by one of the said superintendents. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted^ That a lease for three 
years, or ninety nine years, of the said Catawba lands, shall be, 
and the same is hereby declared to be a qualification equivalent 
to a freehold, in all cases where a freehold is not required by 
the constitution of this state, or of the United States. 



1815. 



An act to authorize and empower the superintendents of the Catawba In- 
dians to institute actions for trespasses on their land, and for other pur- 
poses therein mentioned. 

Wheras certiin persons now hold possession of the '*nds 
belonging to the Catawba Indians, without obtaining a lease 
for the same from the head men or chiefs of the nation, agree- 
ably to the act of assembly passed the fifteenth daj of Decem- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and eij>ht, empowering thr said 
Indians to lease the lands vested in tliem, and there is no pow- 
er or authority in any person or persons to institute an action 
or actions at law to put such persons as hold their lands with- 
out a lease^ out of the possession thereof: For remedy whereof^ 
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BoqUi (:ni-<.!i- Be it enacted by the honourable the Senate and House o^ 
na— i»i5. Representatives y now 7net and sitti7ii( in general assembly ^ 
and by i/it authority of the same^ Thai from and immediate- 
ly after the passing of this act, the suj)erintendents now ap- 
pointed, or that may be hereafter appointed by the governor of 
this state, or a majority of them shall be, and are hereby au- 
thorized and empowered, in their own names, or in the names 
of a majority of them, as agents, to commence and prosecute 
an action or actions of trespass to try titles to the lands claim- 
ed by and vested in the said Indians, that is now or may 
hereafter be held in possesion by any person or persons, with- 
out a lease from the head men or chiefs of the said nation of 
Indians, in pursuance of the act of the general assembly afore- 
said: and also in like manner, an action or actions of quart 
clan sum J re git ^ for trespasses committed on the said lands; 
and also actions for injuries done to the personal property of 
the said Indians; and the damages recovered in any action to 
try titles, or in any action quare clausumf regit ^ or action for 
injury done to the personal properly of the said Indians, shal) 
be collected by the said superintendents, for the benefit of said 
Indians. 

•/Ind be it enacted by the authority aforeaaid, That the 
said superintendents, or a majority of them, shall have powefy 
in the same manner as they are authorized to bring actions, to 
make distress for arrearages of rent now due, or that may 
hereafter become due, or bring an action or actions to recover 
the same, in any court having jurisdiction. 

^nd be itfurth>'.r enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That 
this shall be deemed and taken as a public act, and judiciallr 
noticed as such, without special pleading and liberally construed 
for carrying the purposes aforesaid into effect. 

]8f6. 

Aji act to confirm tlie treaty between the state of South-Carolina and Iht 
Olierokee Indians, relinquishing tlic title of the said nation of Cherokee 
Indians lotluit part of their territory \y\\\^ within the chartered limits of this 
state, for appointing commissioners to resurvey and lay out the said lands, 
and for other piir]ioscs therein mentioned. 

Whereas the legislature of the state of South Carolina, on 
*H*« the fourteenth day of December, in the year of our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and fifteen, among other things, did, 
Resolve, that the governor be authorized and requested to 
appoint one or more agents, with full powers to neg)Mate for, 
and extinguish, in conjunction with the agents on t v part of 
the government of the United States, the Cheroke title to 
that part of their territory lying within the chartered limits of 
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this state: And whereas, his excellency David R. Williams, Somh Carftli- 
governor of the said state, did make an application to the presi- »»«— i«i*» 
dent of the United States to extinguish the claim of the said 
Cherokee nation of Indians to that part of their lands which 
lie within the boundaries of the said slate, as lately established 
and agreed upon between the said state of South Carolina and 
the state of North Carolina: And whereas, in pursuance of the 
above recited powers, a treaty was concluded at the city of 
Washington, on the twenty-second day of March, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
whereby the said Cherokee nation did cede to the said state of 
South Carolina, all that tract of country described by the fol- 
lowing lines, that is to snyf JJeginning at the east branch of 
the Chatuga river, where the boundary line of the Cherokee 
nation crosses the same, running thence with the said boundary 
line to a rock on the Blue Ridge, where the boundar}' crosses 
the same, and which rock has been lately established as a cor- 
ner to the states of North and South Carolina, running thence 
south sixty-eight and a quarter degrees west, twenty miles and 
thirty-two chains, to a rock on the Chatuga river, at the thir- 
ty-fifth degree of north latitude, another corner of the said 
boundary agreed upon by the states of North and South Caro- 
liaa, thence down and with the Chatuga river to the begin- 
ning: And whereas the said Cherokee nation did reserve 
several tracts of land, each to contain six hundred and forty 
acres, within the said limits, that is to say; one tract to Sam- 
uel Adair-, an improvement on the Village creek, waters of 
Toogaloo river; one tract to- Sally Nicholson, an improvement 
on the waters of Keowee river; one tract to Kancy Stare, an 
improvement on the Village creek, adjoining to Samuel Adair's 
improvement; one other tract to Walter Adair, on Chatuga 
river, at a place called Chatuga Old Town; one other tract to 
Samuel Martin, on the waters of Keowee rivei*: 

Bt it therefore enacted by the honourable the Senate and 
House of Representatives^ now met and sitting in General 
Assembly^ and by the authority of the same^ That the said 
treaty, and every article and clause thereof, be, and the same 
is hereby accepted, approved and confirmed; and the bounda- • 
ries therein and thereby agreed upon, are hereby confirmed 
and established, and shall forever be the boundary lines be- 
tween the said state of South Carolina and the said Cherokee 
nation. 

^^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That an authenticated copy of the said treaty shall be duly 
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South CtroU- recorded and kept in the ofiSce of the secretary of this state at 
■•— 1W6. Columbia. 

Jind be it Jurther enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That all that portion or tract of land contained within the lim- 
its described in and by the said treaty, shall be taken and re- 
garded to all intents and purposes, as forming a part of the 
judicial district of Pendleton, and the lines in the said treaty 
mentioned, shall from henceforth form part of the boundary of 
the said judicial district of Pendleton. 

^Aiid be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That all free white persons, being citizens of the United States, 
heretofore residing, and continuing to have his or her perma- 
nent residence m the territory (^ded by the said treaty to this 
state, shall be entitled to, and possess all the rights, immunities 
and advantages which the citizens of the present district of 
Pendleton now do, or shall hereafter possess or enjoy, and be 
in like manner subject to the payment of taxes, and liable to 
militia, and all other duties, and subject to all laws to which the 
citizens of the said district of Pendleton now are, or may here- 
after be subjected or made liable to, under the laws of this state. 

•^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the governor be and he is hereby authorized and empow- 
ered to nominate and appoint three commissioners to make an 
actual survey and demarcation of the lines and t>oundaries 
mentioned and contained in the said treaty, as circumscribing 
the lands ceded to this state by the said treaty, and that the 
said commissioners shall cause and procure all the lands men- 
tioned within the said treaty aforesaid, to be surveyed and 
plated off into tracts containing not less than one hundred 
acres, nor more than five hundred acres; and that they return 
a plat of the said territory so ceded as aforesaid, to the legisla- 
ture of this state at their next meeting; and for that purpose, 
the said commissioners are hereby authorized and empowered 
to employ one or more surveyor or surveyors, if more than 
one should by them be thought necessary, to complete the said 
survey before the next meeting of the legislature. 

Jlnd be it further enacted by the authority aforeiBaid^ 
That the expenses to be incurred in making the said survey, 
and all other incidental expenses, shall be paid by the gover- 
nor, out of the contingent fund. 

And be it further enacted by . the authority aforesaid, 
That for the performance of militia and patrol duty, the in- 
habitants of said ceded territory be added to the eighteenth 
and nineteenth regiments of militia, the commanders of which 
are hereby authorized to divide the said territory into compa- 
nies. 
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GEORGIA.— 1T74* 

[From Prince's Digest of the Laws of Georgia.] 

Whereas it has been represented, that some Indians in Georna 
amity with this province have been barbarously murdered, to 1774. , 
the great scandel ot society, and the danger of involving this 
province in a bloody and expensive war; and there is reason 
to believe that several ill-disposed persons have not considered 
such inhuman actions in a proper light, but being influenced 
by the ill-grounded prejudices which ignorant minds are apt 
to conceive against persons differing in colour from them- 
selves, and, unaware of the consequences, have rather looked 
on those murders as meritorious: To discourage therefore as 
much as may be such unchristianlike, and cruel practices, and 
to explain and set forth the great danger thereof. 

Sec. 1. // is declared^ That to murder any free Indian, 
in amity with this province, is by the law of the land as penal, 
to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as to murdesi: any 
white person. 

Sec 2. And to the end that all persons may know the con- 
sequence of rescuing any prisoner committed for the murder 
o{ any free Indian in amity with this province, li is also de^ 
claredj That, by the law of the land, any person rescuing 
any such prisoner so committed is guilty of felony. 

1780. , ^ , ,. 

Extract from <'an act for the more speedy and enectual setthng and streng^- 

ening this State.'' 
[From Prince's Digest of the laws of Georgia.] 

<< Whereas certain persons, citizens of this and the state of 1710. 
South Carolina, and friends to the independency of the same, 
claim, that the lands in the county of Wilkes were originally 
given up and ceded to the government of Great Britain by 
the Creek and Cherokee Indians, in satisfaction and dischaj;ge 
of certain debts and arrears due by the said Indians to the 
said certain persons commonly culled Indian traders: 

"Sec. 23. Be it therefore enacted^ That any person having 
or pretending to have any such claim, do lay their claims and 
accounts before this or some future house of assembly, to 
be examined; and whatever claims shall be found just and 
proper, and due to the friends of America, shall be paid by 
treasury certificates for the amount, payable within two, three, 
and four years, and carrying six per cent, interest. 

"Sec. 2^. This shall be deemed a public act, and shall be 
given at any time specially in evidence.'' 

24 



mr. 
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1787. 

Extract from An act for suppressing the violences of the Indians. 

"jBc U enacted by the Representatives of the Freemen of 
jj«5TC»» the state of Georf^iay in General ^issembly met, and by the 
authority of the samcy That from and immediately after the 
passing of this act, the Creek Indians shall be considered as 
without the protection of this state; and it shall be lawful for 
the government and people of the same to put to death or 
capture the said Indians wheresoever they may be found 
within the limits of this state, except such tribes of the said 
Indians which have not, or shall not liereafter, commit hos- 
tilities against the people of this state, of which the command- 
ing officer shall judge. 

"Sjsc. 2. ^nd belt further enacted f That fifteen hundred 
men be enlisted as soon as niay be, to serve until peace is es- 
tablished with the Indians, to be formed into two regiments, 
consisting of seven hundred and fifty men each; each regi- 
ment to be divided into ten companies; and that a colonel, 
lieutenant colonel and major be appointed to a regiment; and 
a captain, two lieutenants, four sergeants, and one drummer 
and one fifer to a company, and to act for the defence of the 
state, and shall be subject to the orders of *he Governor for 
the time being, and all other their suj)erior officers: Provided^ 
That, at the time of enlistment each man shall take and sub- 
scribe the following oath: ^'I, A. B. acknowledge and solemn- 
ly swear that I have voluntarily enlisted in the com- 
pany of the state troops of Georgia, to serve until peace shall 
be established with the Indians, and that I will be faithful^to 
the state, and obedient to my officers.'' 

"Sec. 8. And whereas, it may so happen, that certain per- 
sons have run and surveyed lands without the limits of the 
respective counties of this State, as established by law^ and 
for which grants may have been surreptitiously claimed: Be 
it enactedy That all lands without the limits aforesaid, are 
hereby declared to be vacant, any warrant, survey, or grant, 
to the contrary notwithstanding; and that a tract of land 
laying and comprehended within a line to be drawn from the 
most southern stream of the South Fork of Oconee, commonly 
called the Appalachee, in the nearest direction to the head or 
source of the main stream of Flint river, down the said river,' 
including all the islands of the same^ to the confluence of the 
Chatahouchee and Fhnt river; thence eastward ly, to the head 
or source of St. Mary's, to the confluence of the rivers Oco* 
nee and Oakmulgee; and thence, up the river Oconee, to the 
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head or source of the most northern stream of the Appala- Georgia, 
chee, or South. Fork, where this line begins, shall be reserved, ^^*^* 
and, at the cessation of the hostilities with the Indians, appro^ 
priated to and for the allowances and bounties of and for the 
said officers and troops; and no warrant, survey, or grant, 
shall be obtained for any part of the lands within the said 
reserve, by any person whatever, until such hostilities shall 
eease; and all such officers or troops shall have a preference 
in laying their bounties within the said reserve. 

"Sec. 9. Jlnd he it also enactedy That the said bounties 
shall not interfere with a certain quantity of land in the vicin- 
ity of those Indian towns which are, and shall continue to be, 
friendly, which quantity shall be determined by a future le-. 
gislature." 



1706. 



An act to provide a fund in aid of an act of tlie last session of the Legi^ 
laturc, entitled "An act for appropriating a paft of tl»e unlocated territory 
of this state, fop the payment of tlie late state troops^ and for other pur- 
poses therein mentioned." 

Whereas, the executive authority of the United States has 
authorized a treaty to be held for the extinguishment of the* 
Indian claims to certain lands within the limits of the state of 
Georgia, agreeably to the act of the last Legislature, entitled 
*'An act for appropriating' part of the unlocated territory of 
this state for the payment of the late state troops, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned,'^ which treaty the state is 
desirous of furthering to the utmost of her power and ability, 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted^ therefore, by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, of the state of Georgia, in General As-* 
sembly mety That the sum of fifteen thousand six hundred 
and fifty -six dollars nineteen cents of the stock of the United 
States, the property of this state, and funded in the name of 
George Jones, together with the interest due, or to grow due, 
on the six and three per cent, proportions of the said stock, 
be,* and the same is and are hereby, appropriated, in aid of 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars appropriated by the afore- 
said act, entitled ^^\n act for appropriating a part of the unlo- 
cated territory of this state for the payment of the late state 
troops, and for other purposes therein mentioned," for carry- 
ing a treaty wiTh the Creek Indians into execution, and for 
extinguishing the said Indian rights to the territory mentioned, 
and contemplated to be extinguished; and his excellency is 
hereby empowered to cause the same to be assigned and set 
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Georgia, ovcF On the books of the treasurer, or on the books of the 
17W. commissioner of loans of the United Stales, for this stale, for 

this special purpose, and for no other. 

1802. 

An act to ratify and confirm certain articles of agreement and cession, enter- 
ed into on the 24th d;ty of April, 1802, between tlie commissioners of the 
state of Georgia on the one part, and the commissioners of the United 
States on the other part. 

Whereas the commissioners of the state of Georgia, to 
itM. wit: James Jackson, Abraham Baldwin, and John Milledge, 

duly authorized and appointed by, and on the part and behalf 
of, the said state of Georgia, and the commissioners of the 
United States, James Madison, Albert Gallatin, and Levi 
Lincoln, duly authorized and appointed by and on the part 
and behalf of the said United States, to make an amicable set- 
tlement of limits between the two sovereignties, after a due 
examination of their respective powers, did on the 24th day 
of April last, enter into a deed of articles and mutual cession, 
in the words following, to wit: 

"Articles of ag^ement and cession betweem the United States and the state 

of Georgia." 

'^Articles of agreement and cession entered into on the twen- 
ty-fourth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, 
between the commissioners appointed on the part of the Uni- 
ted States, by virtue of an act, entitled ^^An act for an amica- 
ble settlement of limits with the state of Georgia, and autho- 
rizing the establishment of a government in the Mississippi 
territory,'' and of the act supplemental to the last mentioned 
act, on the one part; and the commissioners appointed on the 
part of the state of Georgia, by virtue of an act, entitled ''An 
act to carry the twenty-third section of the first article of the 
constitution into effect,'' and of the act to amend the last men- 
tioned act, on the other part. 

^^Jirt. 1. The state of Georgia cedes to the United States 

GeM^ir cedes all the right, title, and claim, which the said state has to the 

cTclwtoiwa-* jurisdiction and soil of the lands situated within the boundaries 

ehee and of a of the United States, south of the state of Tennessee, and 

eertaio line, west of a line beginning on the western bank of the Chatahou- 

chee river, where the same crosses the boundary line between 

the United States and Spain; running thence up the said river 

Chatahouchee, and along the western bank thereof to the great 

bend thereof, next above the place where a certain creek or 

river,, called "Uchee," (being the first considerable stream on 

the western side, above the Cussetas and Coweta towns,) emp- 
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ties into the said Chalahouchee river; thence in a direct line Georgia, 
to Nickajack, on the Tennessee river; thence crossing the said ^^^* 
last mentioned river, and thence running up the said Tennes- 
see river, and along the western bank thereof, to the southern 
boundary line of the state of Tennessee;* upon the following 
express conditions, and subject thereto, that is to say: 

^^ First. That out of the first net proceeds of the sales of conditions^ 
the lands thus ceded, which net proceeds shall be estimated by 
deducting from the gross amount of sales, the expenses incur- 
red in surveying, and incident to the sale, the tfnited States $i,«50,0D0 to 
shall pay, at their treasury, one million two hundred and fifty ^ P**^ ^y ^• 
thousand dollars to the state of Georgia, as a consideration for „et proceeds 
the expenses incurred by the said state, in relation to the said of sales of ced. 
territory; and that for the better securing as prompt a pay- *" 
ment of the said sum as is practicable, a land office for the 
disposition of the vacant lands thus ceded, to which the Indian 
title has been, or may hereafter be, extinguishe.d, shall be 
opened within a twelvemonth after the assent of the state of 
Georgia to this agreement, as hereafter stated, shall have been 
declared. 

^^Secondly. That all persons who, on the twenty-seventh^^ ^, 
day of October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, tiers oonfirm- 
were actual settlers within the territory thus ceded, shall be e^ >" tl»^^»* 
confirmed in all the grants legally and fully executed prior to ^^^^ Satms!! 
that day, by the former British governmeni of West Florida, 
or by the government of Spain, and in the claims which may 
be derived froim any actual survey or settlement made under 
the act of the state of Georgia, entitled ^<An act for laying out 
a district of land situate on the river Mississippi, and within 
the bounds of this state, into a county, to be called "Bour- 
bpn," passed the seventh day of February, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-five. 

'^Thirdly, That all the lands ceded by this agreement to Lands thus 
the United States shall, after stitisfying the abovemeationed ©eded to be a 
payment of one million two hundred and fifty thousand dol-*'**""^''*^*'* 
lars to the state of Georgia, and the grants recognized by the 
preceding conditions, be considered as a common fund for the 
use and benefit of the United States, Georgia included, and 
shall be faithfully disposed of for that purpose, and for no oth- 
er use or purpose whatever: provided, however, that the Uni- **roviso. 
ted States for the period and until the end of one year after 
the assent of Georgia to the boundary established by this 
agreement shall have been declared, may, in such manner as 
not to interfere with the abovementioned payment to the 
state of Georgia, nor with the grants herein before recognized, 



190 

u-s.mnv ills- dispose of, or appropriate a portion of the said lands, not 
pfiseof, &c» exceeding five millions of acres, or the proceeds of the said 
fiveSonro^'fiv^ millions of acres, or of any part thereof, for the purpose 
acres r..r»»tis- of Satisfying, quieting or compensating, for any claims other 
f>ing claims, ^y^g^^ ihose herein before recognized, which may be made to 
the said lands or to any part thereof. It being fully under- 
stood, that if an act of congress, making such disposition or 
appropriation, shall not be passed into a law, within the above- 
Appnipriation mentioned period of one year, the United States shall not be 
wiih'inTne ^' liberty thereafter to cede any part of the said lands on ac- 
j€i»r, oibe count of claims which may be laid to the same, other than 
bqH, &c. those recognized by the preceding condition, nor to compen- 
sate for the same; and in case of any such cession or compen- 
sation, the present cession of Georgia to the right of soil over 
the lands thus ceded or compensated for shall be considered 
as null and void; and the lands thus ceded or compensated for 
shall revert to the state of Georgia. 

^"^ Fourthly. That the United Stales shall, at their own ex- 
, ,. . , pense, extiniiruish, for the use of Georgia, as early as the same 

Indian title to ^ C ui u* • i ii * *u T j- 

lands in Geor- can bc peaceably obtamed, on reasonable terms, the Indiao 
giatcberx- title to the county of Talasee, to the lands left out by the line 
&e u."^.** ^^ drawn with the Creeks, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-eight, which had been previously granted by 
the state of Georgia; both which tracts had formerly been 
yielded by the Indians; and to the lands within the forks of 
Oconee and Oakmulgee rivers; for which several objects, the 
president of the United States has directed that a treaty 
should be immediately held with the Creeks; and that the 
United States shall, in the same manner, also extinguish the 
Indian title to all the other lands within the state of Georjxia, 
^^Fiffhly, That the territory thus ceded shall form a state, 
Tfrritoryto -*"^ ^^ admitted as such into the union, as soon as it shall con- 
form a state tain sixty thousand free inhabitants, or at an earlier period if 
•"i^®!****!!" congress shall think it expedient, on the same conditions and 

muted into the p. ^. •.! .i '^ • -i i • .1 

union. restrictions, with the same privileges, and in the same manner, 

as is provided in the ordinance of congress of the 13th day 
of July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, for 
the government of the Western Territory of the United 
States, which ordinance shall, in all its parts, extend to the. 
territory contained in the present act of cession, that article 
only excepted which forbids slavery. 

"•/?r/. ^. The United States accept the cession abovemen- 

Cession accep- tioned, and on the conditions therein expressed; and they 

ted by U.S. cede to the state of Georgia whatever claim, right, or title, 

they may have to the jurisdiction or soil of any lands, lying 
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Within the United States, and out of the proper boundaries of u. s. cede to 
any other state, and situated south of the southern boundaries of ^P^^^JS'* •^^ 
the states of Tennessee, North Carolina, and South Carolina, ot*"the line 
and east of the boundary line herein above described, as the abovemeoticMi- 
eastern boundary of the territory ceded by Georgia to the^*^* 
United States. 

"•/^r/. 3. The present act of cession and agreement shall Assent of 
be in full force as soon as the legislature of Georgia shall have ^I^wUhiJ^ 
given its assent to the boundaries of this cession; provided six monUu. 
that the said assent shall be given within six months after the 
date of these presents, and provided that congress shall not, 
during the same period of six months, repeal so much of any 
former law as authorizes this agreement, and renders it bind- 
ing and conclusive on the United States. But if either the 
assent of Georgia shall not be thus given, or if the law of the 
United States shall be thus repealed within the said period of 
six months, then, and in either case, these presents shall be- 
eome null and void. 

^*Signed, &c. 
JAMES JACKSON, JAMES MADISON, 

ABRAHAM BALDWIN, ALBERT GALLATIN, 
JOHN MILLEDGE, LEVI LINCOLN," 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of 
the state of Geor^^ia, in general assembly mety and by the 
authority thereof That the said deed or articles of agreement 
and cession be, and the same hereby is and are fully, abso- 
lutely, and amply, ratified and confirmed in all its parts; and 
Jiereby is and are declared to be binding and conclusive on 
Mie said state, her government and citizens, forever. 

Resolution of the Legislature of Georgia. 

In Senate^ IS th November, 1811. 

Whereas disputes have frequently arisen between the fron- 
tier inhabitants of Jackson and Franklin counties and the 
Cherokee nation of Indians, which might in a great measure ^^^^« 
be prevented by having the Chatahuchee river made the line 
between this state and the said Cherokee nation of Indians, 
and there being good reason to. believe that the said Indians on 
proper application being made, would dispose of said lands. 

Be it therefore resolved. That his excellency the governor 
be, and he is hereby authorized and requested, to appoint not 
exceeding three persons as commissioners on the part of this 
state, to make application to the Cherokee nation of Indians 
ihrough the agency of the United States, for the purpose of 
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Georgia, obtaining the consent of said Indians to a disposition of the 
*•"• land lying within the following boundary, viz: beginning 

where the line between this state and the Creek nation of In- 
dians leaves the Appalachee river; thence on the said line to 
where the same crosses the Chatahuchee river; thence up the 
aforesaid Chatahuchee, to where Choatee river intersects the 
same, from, thence in a straight direction so as to strike the 
Tugalo river, where the trading road from the Ocuncy moun- 
tain near the mouth of Warwoman's creek crosses the same, 
or so much thereof as the said nation of Indians may be dis- 
posed tp part with. 

Jipproved^ 30th November^ 1811. 

18I4« 

Resolution of the Legislature of Georgia. 

In the House of Representatives^ \2th Nov, 1814. 

WuEBEAs many of the citizens of this state without regard 
to existing treaties between the friendly Indians and the Uni- 
ted States, and contrary to the interest and good policy of this 
1S14. state, have gone and frequently are going over and settling and 

cultivating the lands alloted to the friendly Indians for their 
hunting ground, by which means the state is not only deprived 
of their services in the army, but considerable feuda ire 
engendered between us and our friendly neighboring IndianSy 

Kesolved therefore . by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the state of Georgia in General Assembly met, that 
his excellency the governor be, and he is hereby requested to 
take the necessary means to have all intruders removed off the 
Indian lands and that proper steps be taken to prevent future 
aggressions. 

Approved^ I9th November^ 1814. 



1811; 



1818. 

Resolution of the Legislature of Georgia. 

In the House of RepresentativeSj 26th Nov. 1818. 

Resolved^ That his excellency the governor be requested ta 
appoint a commissioner or commissioners, to join such u 
may be appointed by the agent of Indian Affairs for the Che- 
rpkee nation, to have run the line according to the true intent 
and meaning of the treaty made with the Cherokee nation of 
Indians, by and between General Andrew Jackson and J. 
M'Minn, governor of the state of Tennessee, and General 
David Meriwether, from the mouth of Soque creek, to such 
place or point as may meet the true intent of the aforesaid treaty* 

•Approved f 9th December^ 1818. 
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Resolution of the Legislature uf Geor^a« 

House of Representatives y 20th Dec. 1821. 

Whereas, in and by treaties made with the Cherokee In- Georgia, 
dians^ to wit: one concluded at the Cherokee agency, on the 
8th day of July, 1817, and one held by the Honourable John 
C. Calhoun, at the city of Washington, on the 27th day of 
February, 1*519 — certain reserves were made for the benefit 
of ^)articu]ar Indians, or descendants of Indian families, many 
of which are now in the possession of persons claiming to be 
those in whose favour said reserves were made: •^nd where" 
as, the legislature of 1818, believing said reserves to be un- 
just and contrary to any right which the United States had to 
make the same, did, in an act passed on the 15th of Decem- 
ber, 1818, for disposing of the territory acquired under the 
aforementioned treaties, direct the said territory should be sur- 
veyed and subjected to lottery, whereby many of the good 
citizens who drew land in the said lottery, authorized by the 
the act aforesaid, became entitled to lots within the said re- 
serves, and did receive fur the same, legal and regular grants 
from the state of Georgia: j^nd whereas, from the premises a 
conflict is now pendin*; in some of the courts of justice in this ^ 

state, between the said Indians and the citizens of Georgia, on 
the treaties and grants aforesaid, which is by no means calcu- 
lated to secure and promote those good relations which ought 
to subsist between the state and general government. To the 
end, therefore, that the same may be brought to a final and 
friendly adjustment. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, be, and he is 
hereby requested, to open a correspondence with the President 
of the United States, with a view, if possible, to procure 
through him or the congress a satisfaction, in money or other- 
wise, to be made to said Indians in lieu of said reserves, that 
the said reserves may go to the citizens of this state, pursuant 
to the disposition made by the law aforesaid. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor furnish our 
senators and representatives in Congress, with a copy of these 
resolutions, and request their attention to said business, and 
co-operation with the governor to procure an adjustment of 
said difference, in such manner as will place our citizens in the 
possession of the land obtained, under the title of the state 
aforesaid. 

•Approved, Dec. 22dy 1831. 

as . 
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House of Bepresentatives, I9i/i Dec. lS2i. 
The legislature of the state of Georgia having by a memorial, 
^^•fwgitv remonstrance, and protest, adopted at their annual session in 
1^1. 1819, expressed their views upon the subject of a compliance 

on the part of the United States with articles of treaty and 
cession concluded in the year 1802; and an appropriation hav- 
ing been made by Congress, for the purpose of holding trea- 
ties with the Creek and Cherokee nations of Indians, for the 
acquisition of territory for the use of Georgia, a part of which 
appropriation remains unapplied to the objects for which it 
was intended, •^nd whereas^ the solemnity of the contract 
between the United States and the state of Georgia, the consid- 
eration upon which it was founded, the interest of our citizens 
and the growth and prosperity of our institutions, all require a 
further extinction of Indian title: 

Be it ther^ore resolved hy the Senate and Ilotuie of Bep- 
resentatives of the state of Georgia in general assembly 
met. That his excellency the governor be requested to bring 
the subject of said memorial before the President and Congress 
of the United States, to the end that provision may be made 
for holding a treaty with said Cherokee nation of Indians. 

And many of the citizens of this state having claims of 
long standing against said nation, for spoliations heretofore 
aommitted, and for which indemnity has been promised in the 
aevaral treaties of Augusta, Hopewell, Halston, and Philadel- 
phia: 

Be it further resolved^ That if commissioners be appointed 
on the part of the United States to treat for territory, that his 
excellency the governor be, and he is hereby authorized, to 
appoint two commissioners on the part of the state, to be pre 
lent at said treaty, and under the authority of the President, 
to associate with such commissioners as he may appoint; and 
that they demand satisfaction of all claims aforesaid, and resto- 
ration of all property in said nation which can be identified 
as belonging to the citizens of this state. 

Jind he it further resolved^ That our Senators in Congress 
be instructed, and our Representatives requested, to use their 
best exertions in effecting the objects of these resolutions, and 
that a copy be sent to each of them, and to the President of 
the United States. 
Approved J 22d JDecember, 1821* 
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Extract from on act to divide the counties of Carroll and Coweta into electo- 
ral districts, and to add a certain part of the Cherokee nation to the coun- 
ties of Carroll and De Kalb, for the purpose of giving criminal jurisdictioii 
to the same. 

"Sec. 8. And be it further enacted^ That all that portion Georgia, 
of the Cherokee nation, lying within the following lines, *•*'• 
shall be attached to and considered as a part of the county of 
Carroll, for the purpose of giving criminal jurisdiction to said 
county of Carroll, under the several laws heretofore passed for 
the trial of offences committed in the Cherokee or Indian na- 
tion, to wit: Beginning at Buzzard Roost, and running thence 
on the old path that leads to one Sally Hughes; thence on the 
main public road to the Georgia line dividing Georgia from 
Alabama; and thence on that line to where the same inter- 
sects the county line of Carroll. 

"Sec. 9. ^dnd be it further enacted by the authority 
afore&aidj That all that portion of the unlocated territory of 
this state, lying north of the aforesaid line, and south of the 
Hightower Trail, be added to the county of De Kalb, for the 
purposes of criminal jurisdiction, and that all crimes and mit* 
demeanors committed on any part of the aforesaid territory, 
by or against any citizen of this state, or of the United Statei, 
shall be cognizable and a.id triable in the aforesaid county of 
De Kalb. 

"Sec» 10. *dnd be it further enacted^ That all laws or parts 
of laws militating against this act, be and the same are hereby 
repealed.*' 



Resolution of the Legislature of Greorgia, 

In Senate^ Dec, 19 thr 1827. 

Reaolvedj That the United States in failing to procure the igj^. 
lands in controversy "as early" as the same could be done 
upon ''practicable" and "reasonable terms," have palpably 
violated their contract with Georgia, and are now bound at all 
hazards, and without regard to terms, to procure said lands 
for the use of Georgia. 

Resolved^ That the policy which has been pursued by the 
United States towards the Cherokee Indians, has not been ia 
good faith toward Georgia; and that as all the diflicultiea 
which now exist to an extinguishment of the Indian title, 
have resulted alone from ihe acts and policy of the United 
States, it would be unjust and dishonourable in them to take 
shelter behind those difficulties. 
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Geoi^, Resolved^ That all the lands appropriated and unappropriat- 

**^* ed, which lie within the conventional limits of Georgia, 

belong to her absolutely; that the title is in her; that 4:h6 In. 
dians are tenants at her will, and that she may at any time 
she pleases, determine that tenancy, by taking possession of 
the premises — and that Georgia has the right to extend her 
authority and laws over her whole territory, and to coerce obe- 
dience to them from all descriptions of people, be them while, 
red, or black, who may reside within her limits. 

Resolved^ That Georgia entertains for the general govern- 
ment so high a regard and is so solicitous to do no act that 
can disturb or tend to disturb the public tranquillity, that she 
will not attempt to improve her rights by violence until all 
other means of redress fail. 

Resolved, That to avoid the catastrophe which none would 
more sincerely deplore than ourselves, we make this solema 
appeal to the President of the United States, that he take 
such steps as are usual, and as he may deem expedient and 
proper for the purpose of, and preparatory to the holding of a 
treaty with the Cherokee Indians, the object of which shall 
be, the extinguishment of their title to all of the lands now 
in their possession, within the limits of Georgia. 

Resolved J That if such treaty be held, the President be 
respectfully requested to instruct the commissioners to lay a 
copy of this report before the Indians in convention, with 
such comments as may be considered just and proper, upon 
the nature and extent of the Georgia title to the lands in con- 
troversy, and the probable consequences which will result from 
a continued refusal upon the part of the Indians to part with 
those lands. 

Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be requested 
to forward a copy of the foregoing report and resolutions to 
the President of the United States, and one to our senators 
and representatives in Congress, with a request that they use 
their best exertions to obtain the object therein expressed. 

Resolved, That the late proceedings of the Cherokee In- 
dians, in framing a constitution for their nation, and preparing 
to establish a government independent of Georgia, is incon- 
sistent with the rights of said State, and therefore not recog- 
nized by this government, and ought to be decidedly^ discoun- 
tenanced by the general government. 

^pproved^ Dec. 21th, 1827. 
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1828. 

An act to protect the frontier settlements of tins state from the intrusion of 

the Indians of tlie Creek nation. 

Whereas many inconveniences and injuries result to the J^T^' 
citizens of this state, in the frontier counties, from the unlim- 
ited intercourse of the Indians of said nation, hy disturbing 
the peace and tranquillity, and destroying and purloining the 
property of its citizens — For remedy whereof, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the state of Georgia^ in General Jissenihly mety and it is 
hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid^y That from and 
after the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful for any In- 
dian or descendant of an Indian, belonging to the Creek nation 
of Indians, to cross the river Chatahouchee, and enter upon 
the territory of said state, under any pretext whatever, except 
they have and can shew a written permit from the United 
States' agent of said nation, specifying their particular busi- 
ness; which permit shall not exceed ten days duration. 

Sec. 2. .dnd be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That whenever any Indian of said nation shall be found 
within the limits aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for any 
Judge of the Superior courts of this state, any Justice of the 
Inferior courts or Justice of Peace, on the information on oath 
of any citizen of said state, that any Indian or Indians as 
aforesaid, are strolling over the territory of said state, in any 
of the frontier counties, to issue their warrant to the sheriff, 
his deputy, or any constable of said county and state, requir- 
ing the said officer to notify said Indian or Indians to leave the 
territory of said state forthwith, unless they can shew a per- 
mit from said agent, and on their refusing to obey said order 
or exhibit said permit, to apprehend said Indian or Indians, 
and bring them before the magistrate, having cognizance of the 
same, and if on examination, it shall appear that said Indian 
or Indians, have no permit as aforesaid, then it shall and may 
be lawful for said magistrate to imprison the said Indian or 
Indians, in the common jail of said county, and in the event 
of there being no jail in the county, then in some suitable or 
convenient place, not exceeding the term of ten days. 

Si;c. 3. ^nd be it further enacted by theauthof ity afore- 
said. That when any Indian or Indians, shall be strolling over 
any county, on the frontier of said state, with such permit as 
aforesaid, and shall interfere with the private property, or 
interrupt the peace and tranquillity of any of the citizens 
aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for them to be apprehen- 
ded as aforesaid, on its being made appear to the satisfaction 
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Georgia, of the magistrate, to whom the warrant is made returnable, 
^^*'- that said Indian or Indians, were without lawful business, and 

disturbing the peace, or molesting the property of said citi- 
zens; for said magistrate to imprison said Indian or Indians, 
not exceeding the term of time aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. And be itfurt/ier enacted by the authority afort- 
saidy That all laws or parts of laws, that are repugnant to this 
act, be and the same are hereby repealed. 



An act to add the territory lying within the limits of this state, and occupied 
by the Cherokee Indians, to the counties of Cari*«ll, De Kalb, Gwinnett, 
Hall and Habersham; and to extend the laws of this state over the same, 
and fur other pur])oscs. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o/ Bejjresentatives 
i8«s; ^ ^^^ state of Georgia y in General Assembly met^ and it 

is hereby enacted by the authority of the same. That from 
and after the passing of this act, all that part of the territory 
within the limits of this state, and which lies between the 
Alabama line, and the old path leading from the Buzzard 
Roost, on the Chatahouchee river, to Sally Hughes, where the 
said path strikes the Alabama road, thence with said road, to 
the boundary line of Georgia, be and the same is hereby added 
to, and shall become a part of the county of Carroll. 

Sec 2. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That all that part of the said territory, lying and being north 
of the last mentioned line, and south of the road, running 
from Charles Gate's ferry, on Chatahouchee river, to DicK 
Roes, to where it intersects with the path aforesaid be, and 
the same is hereby added, and shall become a part of the 
county of De Kalb. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That all that part of 
said territory lying north of the last mentioned line, and south 
of the old federal road, be, and the same is hereby added, and 
shall become a part of the county of Gwinnett. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted^ That all that part of 
the said territory, lying north of said last mentioned line, and 
south of a line to begin on the Chestertee river, at the mouth 
of Yoholo creek, thence up said creek, to the top of the Blue 
ridge, thence to the head waters of Notley river, thence dowa 
said river, to the boundary line of Georgia, be, and the same 
is hereby added to, and shall become a part of the county of 
Hall. 

Sec. 5, And be it further enacted^ That all that part of 
the said territory, lying nqrth of the last mentioned line^ with- 
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in the limits of Georgia be, and the same is hereby added to, Georgia, 
and shall become a part of the county of Habersham. **^' 

Siic. 6. And he it further enacted^ That all the laws of 
this state be,. and the same Sire hereby extended over said terri- . 
tory, and all white persons residing within the same, shall im- 
mediately after the passage of this act, be subject and liable 
to the operation of the said laws, in the same manner as other 
citizens of the state, or the citizens of said counties respec- 
tively. 

Sec. 7. And he it further enacted. That after the first 
of June, 1830, all Indians then, and at that time, residing in 
said territory, and within any one of the counties as aforesaid, 
shall be liable and subject to such laws and regulations, as the 
legislature may hereafter prescribe. 

Sec. 8. And he it further enacted. That all laws, usages, 
and customs made, established and in force, in the said territory, 
by the said Cherokee Indians be, and the same are hereby on, 
and after the first of June, 1830, declared null and void. 

Sec 9. And he it further enacted, That no Indian, or 
descendant of Indian, residing within the Creek or Cherokee 
nations of Indians, shall be deemed a competent witness, or a 

f)arty to any suit, in any court created by the constitution, or 
aws of this state, to which a white man may be a party. 
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An act to add the territory lying within the chartered limits of Georgia, and 
now in tlie occupancy of the Cherokee Indians, to the counties of Carroll, 
De Kalb, Gwinnett, Hall, and Habersham, and to extend the laws of this 
state over the same, and to annul all laws and ordinances made by the 
Cherokee nation of Indians, and to provide for the compensation of offi- 
cers serving legal process in said territory, and to reg^ulate the testimony 
of Indians, and to repeal the ninth section of the act of eighteen hundred 
and twenty-eight, upon this subject. 

Sec 1. That from and after the passing of this act, all that |g^^ 
part of the unlocated territory within the limits of this state, 
and which lies between the Alabama line, and the old path 
leading fram the Buzzard Roost, on the Chatahouchee, to 
Sally Hughes, on the Hightower river: thence to Thomas 
Petets, on the Old Federal Road: thence with said road to 
the Alabama line, be, and the same is hereby added to, and 
•hall become a part of the county of Carroll. 

Src. 2. All that part of said territory lying and being north 
of the last mentioned line, and south of the road running 
from Charles Gate's ferry on the Chatahouchee river, to Dick 
Roes, to where it intersects with the path aforesaid, be, and 
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i;enip«, the same is hereby added to, and shall become a part of the 
*«29. county of De Kalb. 

Sec. 3. All that part of said territory lyin^ north of the 
last mentioned line, and south of a line commencing at the 
mouth of Baldridge's creek: thence up said creek to its source: 
from thence to where the Fi deral road crosses the Hightower: 
thence with said road to the Tennessee line, be, and the same 
is hereby added to, and shall become a part of the county of 
Gwinnett. 

Sec. 4. All that part of said territory lying north of said 
last mentioned line, and south of a line to commence on the 
Ghestatee river, at the mouth of Yoholo creek: thence up 
said creek to the top of the Blue Ridge: thence to the head 
waters of Notley river: thence down said river to the boun- 
dary line of Georgia, be, and the same is hereby added to, 
and shall become a part of the county of Hall. 

Sec. 5. All that part of said territory, lying north of the 
last mentioned line, within the limits of the state, be, and the 
same is hereby added to, and s^hall become a part of the county 
of Habersham. 

Sec. 6. All the laws both civil and criminal of this state 
be, and the same are hereby extended over said portions of 
said territory respectively; and all persons whatever residing 
within the s^me, shall, after the first day of June next, be 
subject and liable to the operation of said laws, in the same 
manner as other citizens of this state, or the citizens of said 
counties respectively, and all writs and processes whatsoever, 
issued by the courts or officers of said courts, shall extend 
over, and operate on the portions of territory hereby added 
to the same respectively. 

Sec. 7. After the first day of June next, all laws, ordinan- 
ces, orders and regulations of any kind whatever, made, pass- 
ed, or enacted by the Cherokee Indians, either in general 
council, or in any other way whatever, or by any authority 
whatever, of said tribe, be, and the same are hereby declared 
to be null and void and of no effect, as if the same had never 
•xis>ied; and in all cases of indictment or civil puits, it shall 
not be lawful for the defendant to justify under any of said 
laws, ordinances, orders or regulations; nor shall the courts of 
this state, permit the same to be given in evidence on the trial 
of any suit whatever. 

Sec. 8. It shall not be lawful for any person or body of 
persons by arbitrary power or by virtue of any pretended 
rule, ordinance, law or custom of said Cherokee nation, to 
prevent^ by threats, menaces, or other means, to eudearour to 
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prevent any Indian .of said nation residing within the char- Genrgia, 
tered limits of this state, from enrolling as an emigrant or^**^* 
actually emigrating, or removing from said nation; nor shall 
it be lawful foV any person or body of persons by arbitrary 
power or by virtue of any pretended rule, or ordinance, law 
or custom of said nation, to punish in any manner, or to mo- 
lest either the person or property, or to abridge the rights or 
privileges of any Indian for enrolling his or her name as an emi- 
grant, or for emigrating, or intending to emigrate from said 
nation^ 

Sec. 9. Any person or body of persons offending against the 
provsiong of the foregoing section, shall be guilty of a high 
misdemeanor, subject to indictment, and on conviction, shall be 
punished by confinement in the common jail of any bounty of 
this state, or by confinement at hard labour in the penitentiary 
for a term not exceeding four years, at the discretion of the 
court. 

Sec. 10. It shall not be lawful for any person or body of 
persons, by arbitrary power, or under colour of any pretended 
rule, ordinance, law or custom of said nation to prevent or 
offer to prevent, or deter any Indian, head man, chief or war- 
rior of said nation residing within the chartered limits of thi3 
state, from selling or ceding to the United States, for the use 
of Georgia, the whole or any part of said territory, or to pre- 
vent or offer to prevent any Indian, head man, chief or war- 
rior of said nation, residing as aforesaid, from meeting in 
council or treaty, any commissioner or commissioners on the 
' part of the United States, for any purpose whatever. 

Sec. 11. Any person or body of persons offending against 
the provisions of the foregaing section, shall be guilty of a 
high misdemeanor, subject to indictment, and on conviction, 
shall be confined at hard labour in the penitentiary, for not 
less than four, nor longer than six years, at the discretion of 
the court. 

Sec. 12. It shall not be lawful for any person or body of 
persons by arbitrary force, or under colour of any pretended 
rules, ordinances, law or customs of said nation, to take the 
life of any Indian residing as aforesaid for enlisting as an emi- 
grant, attempting to emigrate, ceding or attempting to cede as 
aforesaid, the whole or any part of said territory, or meeting, 
or attempting to meet in treaty or in council as aforesaid, any 
commissioner or commissioners as aforesaid; and any person 
or body of persons offending' against the provisions of this 
section, shall be guilty of murder, subject to indictment, and 
on conviction^ shall suffer death by hanging. 

26 
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Gemgia, Sec. 13. Should any of the foregoing offences be commit- 

1889. ted under colour of any pretended rules, ordinance, custom or 

law of said nation, all persons acting therein either as indi- 
viduals or as pretended executive, ministerial or judicial offi- 
cers shall be deemed and considered as principals, and subject 
to the pains and penalties hereinbefore prescribed. 

Sec. 14. For all demands which may come within the ju- 
risdiction of a magistrate's court, suit may be brought for the 
same in the nearest district of the county to which the terri- 
tory is hereby annexed, and all officers serving any legal pro- 
cess, or any person living on any portion of the territory 
herein named, shall be entitled to receive the sum of five cents 
for every mile he may ride to serve the same, after crossing 
the present limits of said counties, in addition to the fees al- 
ready allowed by law; and in case any of said officers should 
be resisted in the execution of any legal process issued by any 
court or magistrate, justice of the Inferior court or judge of 
the sujjerior court of any of said counties, he is hereby author- 
ized to call out a sufficient number of the militia of said coun- 
ties to aid and protect him in the execution of his duty. 

Sec. 15. No Indian or descendant of an Indian residing 
within the Creek or Cherokee nations of Indians, shall be 
deemed a competent witness in any court of this state to which 
a white person may be a party, except such white person 
resides within the said nation. 
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An act to authorize the survey and the disposition of lands within the limits 
of Georgia, in the occupancy of the Cherokee tribe of Indians, and all 
other unlocated lands within the limits* of said state, claimed as Creek 
land, and to authorize the Governor to call out a military force, to protect 
surveyors, in the discharge of tlieir duties, and to provide for the punish- 
ment of persons who may prevent, or attempt to prevent, any surveyor 
from performing his duties, as pointed out by this act, or who shall wO- 
fully cut down and deface any marked trees, or remove any land mark, 
which may be made in pursuance of this act, and to protect the Indians, in 
the peaceable possession of tlieu- improvements, and of the lots on which 
the same may be situate. 

J MO. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the state of Georgia in General Assembly met, and it is 
hereby enacted by the authority of the same^ That all the 
territory within the limits of Georgia, and now in the occu- 
pancy of the Cherokee tribe of Indians; and all other unlocat- 
ed lands within the limits of this state, claimed as Creek land, 
shall form and be divided into four sections, as follows, to wit; 
All that part of said territory, which lies east of a line com- 



203 

mencingOD the line which divides North Carolina and Georgia^ Georgte, 
thirty-six miles due west, from the north-west corner of the first **^* 
district in Rabun coupty, running thence south to the Cha- 
tahouchee, shall form what shall be called section first. All 
that part which lies west of the line aforesaid, and east of a 
line commencing twenty-seven miles due west, from the first 
named corner, running thence south to the Carroll line, or to 
the boundary line dividing the organized, and unorganized 
parts of the state, shall form the second sectien. All that part 
of said territory, which lies west of the line last aforesaid, 
and east of a line commencing twenty seven miles due west, 
from the last mentioned corner, and running thence south 
until it strikes the Carroll line or Alabama line, shall be called 
the third section. AH the remaining part of said territory, 
shall form what shall be called section fourth. 

Sec. 2. *dnd be it further enacted^ That each of the sec- 
tions, therein before laid out and described, shall be divided 
into districts of nine miles square, as near as practicable, the 
district lines running parallel to the lines dividing sections, 
and crossed by other lines at right angles, and said districts so 
laid out, shall be again sub-divided by lines to be run in like 
directions into square tracts, containing one hundred and sixty 
acres, marked and numbered, according to the plan heretofore 
pursued under the instructions of the Surveyor General. 

Sec. 3 And be it further enacted^ That all fractional 
parts of surveys which may be created, containing one hun- • 
dred acres or upwards, shall be held and deemed prizes, and 
all fractions under one hundred acres, shall be reserved for 
public use, and be disposed of as a future legislature may di* ' 
rect. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted^ That ninety-six dis- 
trict surveyors, shall be apportioned to the diflferent counties, 
so that the twenty counties having the largest white popula- 
tion, shall, have two surveyors each, viz: Greene, Janter^ 
Jones, Monroe, JVIorgan, Newton, Oglethorpe, Putnam, Wal- 
ton, Warren, Washington, Wilkes, Franklin, Gwinnett, Ha- 
bersham, Jackson, Henry, De Kalb, Hall, and Elbert, thie 
balance of the counties, being fifty-six in number, shall have 
one surveyor each, which surveyors shall be elected' on the 
first Monday of February, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, 
by the citizens entitled to vote for members of the legislature, 
at their respective places of holding elections for members of 
the General Assembly, in their respective counties, and the 
presiding magistrates, at each and every such election, shall 
make a return of the same to his excellency the Governor, 
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tieorgifl^ under their hands and seals, within thirty days after said ele^ 
IMO. ^{Qn, they shall likewise give a certificate, to the persons elect- 

ed in their respective counties, agreeably to the foregoing 
apportionment. With regard to choice of districts, the Sur- 
veyor General shall decide by lot, and in case any of the 
counties should fail to elect a surveyor agreeably to this sec- 
tion, the Governor shall appoint to fill such failure, and in 
case any vacancy shall happen by death, resignation or other- 
wise, the same shall be filled by their respective counties, in 
the same manner as they were first elected: Provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed, as to make 
any member of the present legislature, eligible to the oifice of 
surveyor, to survey said territory. 

Sec. 5. ^dnd be it further enacted. That twelve persons 
shall be appointed by joint ballot of this legislature, neither 
of whom shall be a district surveyor, to run and plainly mark 
the several district and sectional lines, herein directed, whose 
duty shall be apportioned by the Surveyor General, as nearly 
equal as practicable, and an}? person elected a surveyor, who 
shall fail to perform the duties of his office, as required by the 
provisions of this act, shall be considered as forfeiting his 
bond, and himself, and his securities, be immediately liable 
therefor, and no tkket shall be counted unless it contains the 
names of twelve peisons. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the surveyors, 
respectively, shall give bond in the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars, to the Governor and his successors in office, with such 
security as he, or a majority of the Justices of the Inferior 
Court of the county in which such surveyor may reside, shall 
approve, conditioned for the faithful performance of the du- 
ties required of them, by this act, which bond shall be depo- 
sited in the executive office. 

Sec 7. Jind be it further enacted. That it shall be the 
duty <if the surveyors appointed, in pursuance of this act, to 
make the surveys of the sections, and districts, to which they 
may be appointed, in their own proper persons, to mark, or 
cause to be marked, plainly and distinctly, upon trees, if prac- 
ticable, otherwise on posts,, all stations and all lines which may 
be required to be run, for the purpose of making the surveys 
of their respective sections and districts immediately upon be- 
ing required so to do by the Governor; to cause all such lines 
to be measured with all possible exactness, with a half chain 
containg thirty-three feet, divided into fifty equal links, which 
shall be adjusted by the Surveyor General, according to the 
Standard in his office; to take as accurately as possible the 
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Meanders of all water courses, which shall form natural boun- Gcorgf*, 
daries to any of the surveys; to note in field books to be kept '^^^^ 
by them respectively, the name of the corner and station 
trees, which shall be marked and numbered under the direc- 
tion of the Surveyor General, also all rivers, creeks and olhef 
water courses, which may be touched upon or crossed in run- 
ning any of the lines aforesaid, transcripts of which said field 
books, after being compared with the originals, by the Survey- 
or General, and certified and sifj;ned on every page, by the 
surveyor returning the same, shall be deposited in the Surveyor 
GeneraPs office, and become a record, and the district sur- 
veyors shall, unless prevented by unavoidable cause, make a 
return of their surveys and works, within one hundred and 
twenty days from the time they are notified to enter upon the 
discharge of their duties, containing a map of their district, 
in which shall be correctly represented and numbered, all lots 
and fractions of said dis'rict, and all waters therein delineated, 
as the Surveyor General may direct, and also representing the 
extent of improvements on each lot or fraction, as nearly as 
they can estimate the same, and also return at the same time 
a detached plat of each lot and fraction, which said district 
may contain, certified and signed by such surveyor, which 
plat shall be filed among the records of the Surveyor General's 
office,. and from which copies shall be taken to annex to grants. 
And said surveyors shall conform to such instructions as they 
may receive from time to time, from the Surveyor General, 
during their continuance in office: Providedj the same do not 
militate against this act. And the surveyors apix)inted to lay 
out section and district lines, shall, unless prevented by una- 
voidable cause, make return of their work to the Surveyor 
General, within ninety days from the time they shall be re- 
quired to enter upon the duties of their office, of all such sur- 
veys as shall have been made by them. 

Sec 8. •Snd be it further enacted, That the district sur^ 
yeyors to'be appointed by this act, shall receive two dollars 
and fifty cents, for every mile that shall be actually run or sur- 
veyed, as a full compensation for the duties required of them 
by this act, out of which they shall defray the whole of the 
expense incident to their offices. And his excellency the 
Governor, is hereby authorized and required to issue his war- 
rant on the treasury,' in favor of each of the aforesaid sur- 
veyors, upon his being called into service, to the amount of 
three hundred dollars, to enable him with the less delay to 
enter upon his duties, and the balance to which such surveyor 
may be entitled shall be paid to hin^ in like manner, upon his 
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ccoi-gia, producing a certificate from the Surveyor General, setting 
1830. forth a performance of the work, and the amount due. 

Sec. 9. And he it further enacted^ That the surveyors 
who may be appointed to run section and district lines, shall 
receive three dollars and fifty cents, for eacK mile they may 
run and survey, as a full compensation for their services, out 
of which they shall pay all incidental expenses, and the 
Governor is required to issue his warrant on the treasury in 
favour of each of said surveyors, for the sum of three hun- 
dred dolIai*s, upon their being called into service, and in like 
manner to pay any balance which may be due^vhen the work 
is completed, and the Surveyor General shall certify the same. 
Sec. 10. %find be it further enacted^ That should there be 
more districts than are contemplated by this act, and surveyors 
elected for, or in case the appointment of any surveyor should 
become vacant, by death, resignation or otherwise, after he 
shall have commenced the performance of his duties, his ex- 
cellency the Governor, is requested and authorized to fill said 
vacanc}', from the county from whence the failure took place. 
And in case any surveyor shall be found incompetent, or fail 
to execute the duties required of him by this act, his o£Bce 
shall be vacant, and liis vacancy filled in like manner. 

Sec. 11. Audht it further enacted^ That the surveyors 
to be appointed in pursuance of this act, shall before they en- 
ter upon their duties, take and subscribe the following oath: 
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am twenty-one years 
of age, that I will well and faithfully to the best of my skill 
and abilities, discharge the duties which may be required of 
me, as surveyor in the territory oi which I am elected a sur- 
veyor, so help me God;" which oath the Surveyor General, 
is required to administer: The oath to be administered to 
chain men by their respective surveyors, shall be as follows: 
**I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that to the best of my skill 
and judgment, I will measure all lines on which I may be em- 
ployed as chain carrier, as accurately and with as little devia- 
tion from the course pointed out by the surveyor as possible, 
and give a true account of the same to the surveyor, so help 
me God;" and similar oaths shall be administered by the sur- 
veyors, to all axe-men and markers. 

Sec. 12. And he it further enacted, That the land to be 
surveyed under the provisions of this act, shall be classed un- 
der the following heads, viz. .First quality river land, second 
quality river land, first quality oak and hickory up land, 
second quality oak and hickory up land, third quality oak 
and hickory up land, first quality pine land, and pine land: 
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and it shall be the duty of surveyors, charged with the busi- Geot^, 
ness of dividing the districts into lots, to note upon the sepa- ^*30. 
rate plat of each lot which he is required to file in the Sur- 
veyor General's oJQBce, the quality of each lot according to the 
foregoing classes, the number of the same: the enumeration 
to commence in all square districts in the north-west corner 
and to run east. 

Sec. 13. And he it further enact tdy That the following 
shall be the description and qualification of persons entitled 
to give in their names for a draw or draws under this act, to 
wit: Every male white person, of eighteen years of age, and 
upwards, being a citizen of the United States, and an inhabi- 
tant within the organized limits of this state, four years im- 
mediately preceding the timt that his excellency the Gover- 
nor, shall issue the notification as contemplated by this act to 
the persons whose duty it may be to take in draws, including 
such as have been absent on lawful business, shall be entitled 
to one draw. Every deaf and dumb or blind person of like 
residence, who has not drawn a lot of land in a former lot- 
tery, shall have one draw, unless provided for by this act, as 
an orphan. Every male person of like description, having a 
wife or legitimate .male child or children, under eighteen 
years of age, or unmarried female child or children, resident 
as aforesaid, or who were burn and have ever since resided in 
this state, shall have two draws, and no person shall be entitled 
to a draw or draws who has a family residing out of this state, 
or whose family has not resided in this state, for four years as 
aforesaid, provided said applicant for a draw or draws has 
had a family so long, and excepting officers of the army or 
navy of the United States, and others in the employment of 
the United States, who may under the other provisions of this 
act be entitled to a draw or draws. All widows with like 
residence shall be entitled to one draw, and wife and children 
in this state, of persons who have been absent from the state 
three years, shall be on the same footing as to draws, as if the 
said husband was dead, and the title to such lots as said fe- 
males or children may draw be vested permanently in them 
as though they were widows and orphans: All families or 
orphans, resident as aforesaid, or who have resided in this 
state from their birth, under the age of eighteen years, except 
such as may be entitled in their own right to a draw or draws, 
whose father is dead, shall have one draw: All families or 
orphans consisting of more than two shall have two draws, 
but if not exceeding two, then such orphan or orphanis shall 
be entitled to one draw, to be given in, in the county and dis- 
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GeoisM, trict where the eldest of said orphans, or where the guardian 
1830." Qf the eldest resides, and if such orphan or orphans should 

have no guardian, then by the mother or next friend: All wi- 
dows of like residence, whose husbands were killed or died 
in the service of their country, on their return march in the 
late wars with Great Britain, or the Indians, shall be entitled to 
a draw, exclusive of that otherwise allowed to widows by 
this act: All orphans whose father was killed or died in the 
service of iheir country, or on their return march in the late 
wars against Great Britain or the Indians, shall be entitled to 
a draw, exclusive of that otherwise allowed by this act to 
orphans, and no orphan or family of orphans shall be excluded 
from a draw or draws by reason of such orphan or family o£ 
orphans, having been carried beyond the limits of this state, 
provided they have retuined and are now inhabitants of this, 
state; and all and every unmarried female, over the age of 
eighteen years, whose father was killed or died as aforesaid, 
shall have one draw; and all persons who served in the Indian 
wars from 1784 to 1797, or any part thereof as soldiers of 
this state, bcinp; at that time residents of the same, and at thit 
time citizens thereof, shall be entitled to one draw each as 
such, and tiie widow of such person shall be entitled to one 
draw as such, and the orphan or orphans of such person shall 
be entitled to one draw as such, in addition to the draw or 
draws to which they may be entitled under the other provi- 
sions of this act: Provided^ such person is not entitled under 
this act to an extra draw as a revolutionary soldier, or as the 
widow of a revoluiionary soldier, and Provided also, that such 
person did not at any time during the revolutionary war, take 
protection under the British or Tories: Provided^ that nothing 
herein contained, shall be so construed as to entitle any person 
or persons to a draw or draws in the present contemplated 
land lottery who, may have been fortunate drawers in any 
previous land lottery, except such persons as have. drawn land 
as one of a family of orphans, and who have arrived at the 
age of eighteen years, but such person shall be entitled to one 
draw, and the remainder of such family of orphans shall be 
entitled to one draw, and except persons who may have 
drawn land, as soldiers who served a tour of duty under the 
authority of this stale, or the United States: And Provided^ 
that all widows of revolutionary soldiers, shall have one draw 
in addition to those already contemplated by this act; an^ 
that all revolutionary soldiers, who were not forlun,ate draw- 
ers as revolutionary soldiers, in any of the former land lotte- 
ries, shall be entitled to two draws as revolutionary soldiers: 
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Provided, that the citizens of this state, who came under theCcorgUi^ 
provisions of this act, as above contemplated, and who vohm-**^' 
leered or were legally drafted in the late war against Great 
Britain, or the Indians, and refused to serve a tour of duty, 
either in person or by substitute, or who may have deserted 
from .the service of this state, or of the United States, shall not 
be entitled to the provisions of this act, as above contemplated, 
nor any of those who illegally avoided a draft by removal or 
otherwise; and no person or persons who have removed from 
the organized limits of the state, for the purpose of avoiding 
the laws of this state, or have absconded for debt, shall be 
entitled to a draw or draws under this act: And in case land is 
drawn by minors, the grailt shall issue accordingly, upon pay- 
ment of the usual fees, and every citizen of this state, who 
served a tour of duty under the authority ot this state or of 
the United States, of two months or more in the militia of 
this state, during the late war against the British or Indians, 
shall be entitled to one extra draw: Provided^ they have not 
drawn land on account of said service in any former lottery: 
And Provided^ that when such service has been rendered by 
a substitute, the person en^ploying such substitute, shall be 
entitled to the draw, and not the substitute, and they shall 
take the following oath: I do swear (t>r affirm) that I am a 
citizen of this state, and that I served a tour of duty in the 
militia of this state of two months or more in the late war 
against the British or Indians, in person or by substitute: All 
'persons whose names appear on the books of the Surveyor 
General's office as having drawn a lot of land in any of the 
lotteries heretofore drawn in this state, and have not drawn 
any other lot, and whose names does not appear to said lot in 
the executive office, but appears on the books in the executive 
office to have been drawn by some other person, shall be en- 
titled to the provisions of this act: Provided, that nothing 
herein contained, shall be so construed to exclude those who 
have heretofore drawn only as soldiers, revolutionary soldiers 
and widows of revolutionary soldiers, from a draw or draws 
that they may be entitled to as citizens. 

Sec. 14. ^nd be it further enacted, That no person who 
is or has been either directly or indirectly concerned or inter- 
ested with a certain horde of thieves known as the Pony Club, 
shall be entitled to the provisions of this act, in respect to 
draws, and no person who has been at any time convicted of a 
felony in any of the courts of this state shall be entitled to a 
draw or draws under this act 

«7 
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GeorgiBy Sec. 15. ^nd be it further enacted. That no person who 

1830. in person or by agent may have dug gold, silver, or any other 

metal since the first day of June last, in the lands to be sur- 
veyed or dis»po8ed of under this act, shall be entitled to a 
draw or draws under this act; and no person who employed 
any white person, negro, mulatto, or Indian, to dig gold in 
said Cherokee country, shall be entitled to a draw under this 
act, who may have employed any while person, negro, mu- 
latto, or Indian, and did dig gold, as aforesaid, since the first 
day of June, eighteen hundred and thirty. 

Sec 16. Snd be it further enacted^ That no person or 
persons who are residents on any part of the lands contem- 
plated to be disposed of by this act, shall be entitled to a draw 
or draws under any of its provi^^ions. 

Sec 17. Jind be it Jurther enacted^ That the right of na- 
vigatiug the streams in said territory be, and the same is here- 
by reserved to the state. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted. That nothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to allow any convict in the 
penitentiary to give in for a draw or draws in the present con- 
templated land lottery: Provided, nevertheless, That the child 
or children who have resided in this state for four years of 
any of atxiA convicts, ^ shall be entitled in the same manner 
they would be entitled it they were orphans, and may be 
given in for by their mother or other persons, under whose 
care they may be, and the grant or grants shall issue accord-. 
ingly to any land so drawn: Provided, That no such convict 
has drawn in any of the former land lotteries of this state in* 
his own name. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted. That lists of persons 
entitled to draws under this act shall be made out by the Infe- 
rior court of each county, or such person as they may appoint, 
not exceeding two to each battalion, within four months from 
the date ol such proclamation as his excellency the Gover* 
nor shall issue requinng the same to be done, and said Inferior 
court of the several counties in this state, or the persons they 
may appoint, shall attend in each captain's district at least 
twice, giving ten days notice of the time and place, for the 
purpose of taking the names of persons entitled to draws, and 
the names of the persons entitled shall be entered by . the 
receivers in a book to be kept for that purpose, a transcript of 
which book, fairly made out, shall be transmitted to the exe- 
cutive, and the original deposited with the clerk of the Supe- 
rior court of the n^^Mpective counties; and should the Inferior 
court of any county fail to take in such names themselves, or 
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to make proper appointments within two months after they Georgia, 
are required by proclamation to do so, then the clerk of the ^'^* 
Superior court (or his legal deputy in his absence,) in such 
county, may make such appointments, and said receivers, be- 
fore they enter upon their duties, shall take and subscribe the 
following oath, to wit: *'I do solemnly swear (or aflSrm) that 
I will not receive or register any name, except the person 
giving in shall first take the oath prescribed by this act, and 
that I will make a just and true return of all such persons' 
names as may severally take the oath or oaths prescribed by 
this act — so help me God;" which oath any Justice of the 
Inferior court, or of the Peace, is hereby required to admin- 
ister, and the person or persons taking in names as aforesaid 
shall administer to all applicants for draws, other than widows, 
guardians or next friends of orphans, idiots, and lunatics, the 
following oath, viz: ** I do solemnly swear (or aflSrm) that I 
am a citizen of the United States, and have resided in this 
state four years immediately preceding the time of the notifi- 
cation issued by the Governor, except absent on lawful busi- 
ness, and am an inhabitant of the same, that I am eighteen 
years of age, that I have (or have not) a wife or child or chil- 
dren, that I have not given in my name for any draw or draws 
in the present contemplated land lottery, in any other part of 
the state, that I have not drawn a tract of land in any of the 
former lotteries in my individual capacity, or as an individual 
orphan, and that I did not directly or indirectly evade the 
service of this state or of the United States in the late wars, 
against Great Britain or the Indians.'^ — And the widovvs of 
revolutionary soldiors sliall take the following oath or affirma- 
tion, to wit: ^^I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am the 
T^idow of a revolutionary soldier on the American side, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief — so help me God." 
The following oath shall be administered to all married wo- 
men entitled to draws on account of three years absence of 
their husbands, as contemplated by this act, to wit: ^^ I do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that my husband has been absent 
from this state three years, that he was a citizen of the United 
States, that I have resided the four last years in this state, 
except absent on lawful business, and am now a resident in 
this district, that I have not put in my name for a draw in 
the approaching land lottery, in any other part of the state> 
and Uiat I have not drawn any tract of land in any of the for- 
mer land lotteries, either in my individual capacity, or as an in 
dividual orphan, to the best of my knowledge and belief-— So 
help me God." The following oath shall be administered to 
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Georgia, the mother or next friend of any minor or family of minorf 
18S0. ^jio may be entitled to a draw or draws on account of three 

years absence of their father, as contemplated by this act, to 
wit: ** I do solemnly swear (or aflSrm) that the minor or family 
of minors whom I now return is, or are, entitled to a draw or 
draws under this aci, to the best of my knowledge — So help 
roe God.'^ The following oath shall be administered to all 
revolutionary soldiers who shall apply for draws under this 
act: '* I do solemnly swear (or aflBrm) that I served as a sol- 
dier in the armies of the Uniied States during the revolution- 
ary war a tour or tours of duty, and that 1 did not at any 
time during the said war bear arms or act as a spy or emissary 
against the United States, or in any manner aid or abet the 
enr my thereof, and am entitled to a draw or draws according 
to the provisions of this act — So help me God.'' And all 
guardians or next friends of orphans or children of convicts 
in the penitentiary shall take the following oath: *^ I do so- 
lemnly swear (or aflBrm) that the orphan or family of orphans 
or the child or children whom I return is, or are, entitled to a 
draw or draws under this act, to the best of my knowledge— 
So help me God." The following oath shall be administered 
to all widows: '< I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am 
a widow, that I have resided the last four years in this stalfl^ 
except absent jn kwful business, and am now resident in this 
district, that I have *not put in my name for a draw in the 
present lottery in any other part of the state, and that I have 
not drawn land in any of the former lotteries to the best of 
my knowledge and belief — So help me God.'' That all 
idiots and deaf and dumb or blind persons, entitled to a draw 
or draws by this act, shall be given in by their respective pa- 
rents or guardians or next friends, who shall take the follow- 
ing oath, to wit: <<I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that the 
person whose name I now give in^ is an idiot, or lunatic, or 
a deaf and dumb or blind person, that he or she is eigh- 
teen years of age, or upwards, and entitled to a draw or draws 
under this act, that he or she has not drawn land in any of 
of the former land lotteries of this state, in his or her 
own name, or as an individual orphan — So help me God. '' 
Every person claiming a draw, as having served in the In- 
dian wars between the years 1784 and 1797, shall take 
the following oath, to wit: ^^ I do solemnly swear (or af- 
firm) that I served in the Indian war a portion of the time 
between the years 1784, and 1797, as an inhabitant of Geor- 
gia, and that I am still a citizen of the same, and that I did 
not act as a spy or emissary of^ or in any way aid or abet the 
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British or Indians in the revolutionary war— So help me God.*' Georgia, 
Every widow, and the guardian ot the orphan or orphans of ^*^' 
such persons, shall take the following; oath, to wit: ''I do 
solemnly swear (or aflfirm) that I am the widow (or that the 
orphan or orphans of whom I am the guardian, is or are the 
orphan or orphans, as the case may be,) of a resident of Geor- 
gia who served in the Indian wars a portion of the time be- 
tween the years 1784, and 1797." And the persons wh* 
shall be authorized to take in the names of those who are en- 
titled to a draw or draws under this act, shall receive twenty- 
five cents from each of said applicants for each draw. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enactedy That if any persoa 
entitled by this act to a draw or draws in their own right, or 
in the right of others, should by ai sence or other unavoida- 
ble causes, fail to give in his or her name, within the time 
herein prescribed, it shall and may be lawful for such person 
to make oath of the draw ht draws to which he or she may 
be entitled before any justice of the Inferior court or of the 
Peace of the county in which he or she may reside, and make 
return thereof to the executive, at any time before the com- 
mencement of the drawing; and it shall and may be lawful for 
any person or persons entitled to a draw or drag's in said lot- 
tery, who are about leaving the state on lawful business, to 
take the oath prescribed by the act, and deposite the same in 
the clerk's office of the Superior court of the county where 
such person or persons may reside, and their names shall be 
registered according to the provisions of this act: Provided^ 
such person shall swear that he intends to return and remain 
a citizen of this state. The following oath shall be adminis- 
tered to every unmarried female over the age of eighteen 
years, whose father was killed or died as aforesaid: '*I do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am eighteen years of age, 
and that I am unmarried, that I have not put in my name for 
a draw in the approaching land lottery in any other part of 
the state, and that I have not drawn any tract of land in any 
of the former land lotteries, and that my father died in the 
service or on his return march in the late war against Great 
Britain or the Indians, to the best of my knowledge and be- 
lief — So help me God. '' 

Sec. 21 Jind be it further enacted^ That five persons 
shall be appointed by joint ballot of the legislature to superin- 
tend the drawing of the lottery, to be convened in Milledge- 
ville by the Governor, when necessary, and that whenever 
this act imposes duties on the Governor, Surveyor General, 
Surveyors^ Receiyent of names or Commissioners, such duties 
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Cieor^^ shall be severally performed with as little delay as possible 
iWO. consistently wiih ihib act. and a due exerution thereof. 

Sjtc. i£2. Jlnd bt it further enucied. That ?s s.-on as said 
lists are n^ade out and returned, his excellency the Governor, 
for the purpose of carrying ihe lottery into effect, shall cause the 
names vf persons entitled to draws, together with other desig- 
natory remarks of residence, &c. to be placed on tickets as 
nearly siiT'ila'r as possible, which shall be deposited in one 
urheel; and the prizes on tickets of the like desciuption, shall 
be deposited in another uheel, which prizes shall consist of 
all square lots, and -tracts of one hundred acres, and upwards, 
in said territory, not herein reserved; and from each whc^l* 
as nearly at the same time as may be, a ticket shall be drawn 
and delivered to the superintending managers, and so on until 
the whole number of prizes are drawn out, and said managers 
shall make due and particular entry of the names so drawn 
out and the prizes corresponding therewith, said namos and 
prizes being first thoroughly mixed in their respective wheels; 
and his excellency th^ Governor is required to give three 
weeks notice of the commencement of the drawing. 

Sec. 23. •^nd be it further enacted^ That all persons who 
may draw lands under this act, shall be entitled to receive 
grants for the same, conveying fee simple titles, on paying into 
the treasury of this state, the sum of eighteen dollars; knd any 
person drawing, and failing to take out his ^rant within five 
years from the date of said draw, shall forfeit his or her right 
to receive a grant to the land so drawn, and the same shall 
revert to the state; orphans, and deaf and dumb, and blind 
persons, idiots, and lunatics, excepted; and all persons who 
shall draw lands in this lottery, except orphans, idiots, and lu- 
natics, shall, whether the same be granted or not, pay taxes 
thereon at the same rates, as for other lands of similar quall- 
tieb, until they shall sell or relinquish the same to the use of 
th» -• te by writmg, to be filed in the office of the Secretary 
ef State. 

Si>c. 24. And he it further enactedy That all returns made 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, are de- 
clared to be fraudulent, and all grants issued in consequence of 
any draw made in the contemplated lottery, on such fraudu- 
lent returns, are hereby declared to be null and void, and the 
lands so drawn or granted shall revert and become the property 
of the state; and the question of the fraud shall be tried upon 
scire facias, to be issued fro^m under the hands of the Clerk of 
the Superior court of the count}' in which the land lies, in the 
name of the Governor of the state for the time being, upon 



215 

Ihe application of any individual, against the tenant in pos^- Georgia, 
session of the land alleged to be fraudulently drawn or against **^- 
the drawer thereof, setting forth the circumstances of fraud in 
the said scire facias specially. 

Sec. 25. Jind be it further enacted^ That all fictitious 
names, that may get into the lottery wheel by any means what- 
ever, are hereby declared to be fraudulent, and any lot or lots 
drawn under a fictitious name or names, may be returned and 
condemned in the same manner as other lots fraudulently 
drawn. 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where any person intends to return any Ixact of land as frau- 
dulently drawn, before he shall be allowed to do so, he shall 
first give bond and security in the sum of two hundred dollars 
to the Justices of the Inferior court of the county where the 
land lies, conditioned to indemnify the individual drawer of 
such tract of land for all damages he may sustain, provided 
the land is not condemned as fraudulent. 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted^ That upon the return 
of said scire facias, with an entry thereon of service efiected 
by any Sheriflf of any county of this 9tate, by leaving a copy 
thereof with the person named as defandant, or at his or her 
notorious place of abode, or by the return of said Sherifif, that 
the defendant is not to be found: Provided^ The informer 
shall make affidavit that he does not believe the defendant 
resides in the state. — Upon which return of the Sheriff, that 
the defendant is not to be found, on affidavit, the court is here- 
by authorized to have service perfected by an order, for a three 
months publication, in one or more of the public gazettes of 
this state, which rule when duly published shall be considered 
as sufficient service to authorize an issue to be made up, under 
the direction of the court, to ^ry the question of fraud, and in 
case the jury shall find the return fraudulent, the court shall by 
judgment, pronounce the grant issued on such return and draw, 
to be void, and order it to be cancelled, which judgment when 
transmitted to the Surveyor GeneraFs office, and Secretary of 
State's office, and entered, of file, shall be of sufficient author!* 
ty, to those officers to cancel the plats and grants for such frau- 
dulent draws, from their offices respectively — And the land 
when condemned, shall belong one half to th^ state, and the 
other half to the informer, and subject to be laid off between 
the informer and the state, by writ of partition, to be issued 
under the direction of the Superior court of the county in 
which the land lies, and to the proceedings of said writ of par- 
tition, on behalf of the state, it shall be the duty of the Soli<* 
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citors General, in the respective circuits, to attend, and wbea 
the said la..t!- 'irr- so hid uflT. *h'- informer >h;ill be enviled tot 
plat an ^: gra^t for h.s share, upnrs ihe payment or tne les^l 
o£3':e ftt-.*: Provided^ u^verth^U^s* Th-l no return made by, 
or on behih of any orphar. or orphans, shail be pronounced 
fraudulent, until his or their l^^gal guardian s-iall have been 
made a party to the scire facias, or other discreet per^n ap- 
pointed by the court, in which the ca>e is tried, to defend the 
case for the !»aid orphan or orphans: And provided aho. That 
the scire facias under this section issue within two years from 
the date of the drawing. 

Skc. 28. And he it further enacted^ That no case, afler 
being commenced as aforesaid* by scire facias shall be settled, 
or compromised, by the informer or otherwise disposed of to 
the prejudice of the state, and in case it is, said land sh^U be 
liable to be returned by any other informer, in manner above 
prescribed, and division made thereof accordingly. 

Sec. ^. And be it further enacted^ That no scire facias 
shall issue, until the applicant shall have made and deposited in 
the clerk's office, from which the said scire facias shall issue the 
following oath, to wit: ^* I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
in making this information I have no combination or under* 
standing directly, or indirectly > with the drawer, or any other 
person as the friend of. or on the part of the drawer. 

Sec. 30. And be Ct further enacted^ That the Grovemor 
is required, to cause the surveyors to proseed with as little 
delay as pos.<(ible, and when the surveys are so made, and re- 
turned to the Surveyor General's office, the Governor is fur- 
ther required, to notify the lottery commissioners to meet at 
Milledgoviile, and proceed forthwith, to the drawing of the 
lottery contemplated by this act. 

Sec. 31. And be it further enacted^ That the Indians and 
their descendants, who reside upon said territory, and have 
made iniprovements thereon, shall be protected in the quiet 
and peaceable possession of such improvements, and of the 
lot or lots of land upon which the said improvements are 
made, until the General Assembly of this state shall enact to 
the contrary, or said Indians or their descendants shall volun- 
tarily abandon such improvements, but no Indian, or descen- 
dant of an Indian, who shall be entitled to the benefit of this 
section shall be at liberty to rent, sell or convey, his right of 
occupancy to any person or persons, unless it be to the gov- 
ernment of this state, or of the United States, to and for the 
use uf such drawers, and the persons drawing lots upon which 
Indian resideuces may be^ shail not be allowed to disturb them 
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in their occupancy of such improvements and lots: Providedy GeoY[ 
The benefits of this act shall not extend to those who have *^^- 
made new settlements in the gold region, within tlie present 
' year, for the purpose of occupyin- and workinji; the gold 
mines, but they shall be allowed to return to and occupy their 
former residence as others are provided for under this section: 
^nd proinded, no gram shall issue for any tract or tracts of 
land upon which said Indian residences may be until s.ud In- 
dian or Indians, or their descendants, shall have abandoned 
the same in manner and form as herein pointed out, nor shall 
the drawer or drawers of any such lot or lots, be subject to 
pay taxes for the same until they are entitled to obtain a grant 
or grants, for the same under the provisions aforesaid, and any 
person or persons who may be, the fortunate drawers of such 
lot or lots, upon which such residences may be located, who 
shall by threats, menaces, or violence, remove or attempt to 
remove, any Indian, or descendant of an Indian therefrom, 
or who, either in person, or by agent, shall take, or attempt 
to take possession of any lot of land, on which improvements 
be, shall forfeit their right to a grant or grants for the same, 
and such lot or lots shall revert to the state. 

Sec 32. jind be it further enacted, That if any person 
or persons, whether Indians or others, shall wilfully cut down 
or deface any marked trees, or remuve any land mark which 
may be made in pursuance of the provisions of this act, pre- 
viously to the distribution of lands, such person or persons 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof 
shall be punished by confinement in jail or in the Penitentia- 
ry, for a term not exceeding four years, at the discretion of 
the court. 

Sec. 33. jind be it further enacted^ That any person or 
persons who shall by force, menaces or other means, prevent 
or attempt to prevent any surveyor or surveyors from running 
any line or lines, or dokij^ and performing any act requin^d of 
him or them by this act, shall on indictment and conviction 
thereof be sentenced to the penitentiary at hard labour for 
the term of five years. 

Sec. 34. Jind be it further enacted. That all vacancies 
which may occur, by death, resignation, or otherwise, of any 
lottery commissioner, previnus to the completion of said draw 
ing, as contemplated by this act, shall be filled by the Gover- 
nor. 

Sec. 35- •^nd be it further enacted^ '^hat the sec»ional 
survevors shall, with as little ilelay as possiblf, proceed o the 
performance of the duties assigned to them under this act; and 
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00 the complelioD and return thereof to the Surveyor General, 
iMor the Governor is authorized and requested to direct the election 

of two justices of the peace, and two coastables, being white 
men resider.t in said territory, in every of such sections, to be 
held at such time, and at such place, and to be superintended 
and returned to the executive by such person or persons, in 
every of such sections as the Governor shall direct, which 
justices and constables shall respectively take the oath and 
execute the bond required by laiv; and that all white males of 
full age, resident in said territory shall be entitled to vote for 
such justices and constables. And in the event that the Pre- 
sident of the Tnited States shall at any time during the ensu- 
ing recess of the legislature, succeed in executing the compact 
between the United States and the state ol' Georgia, in rela- 
tion to the Cherokee lands, that the Governor shadl order the 
district surveyors to proceed to the discharge of their dutieSi 
and to the completion of the survey of the districts, as requi- 
red by this act, and to the occupancy of said territory, other- 
wise the survey of the districts shall be suspended until the 
next meeting of the general assembly, and until further enact- 
ment for this purpose. 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted^ That no county that 
is allowed two district surveyors, shall have sectional survey- 
ors appointed therefrom. 

Sec. 37. And be it further enacted^ That the Governor 
is hereby authorized and required to protect said surveyors, 
in the prosecution of said surveys, and call out for that pur- 
pose such portion of the militia as he may deem necessary for 
their effectual protection, should the said surveyors or any of 
them be interrupted in the prosecution of their labours. 
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An act to declare void all contracts hereafter made with the Cherokee In . 

dians, so far aa the Indians are concerned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
qf the state oj Georgia in General AsserrU>ly met, and it is 
hereby enacted by the authority of the same. That no Chero- 
kee Indian shall be bound by any contract hereafter to be 
entered into which a white person or persons, nor shall any- 
Indian be liable to be sued in any of the comts of law or equi- 
ty in this state, on such contract. . 



An act to provide for the temporar> disposal of the improvements and pes- 
sessions purchased from certain Cherokee lodians and residents. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

1830. of the state of Georgia, in General Assembly met, and it 

is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That his 
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excellency the Governor is authorized and requested to ap- Ore 
point a proper person 3a agent to rent, for one year, from the **^ 
first day of February next, and for each succeeding year, 
until other provision shall be made by the legislature, all the 
improvements and possessions lying within the territorial lim- 
its of Georgia, and which have been purchased from Chero- 
kee and Creek Indians and residents, .under the provisions of 
the treaty of the sixth day of May, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty -eight, or by any other treaty, or in any oth- 
er manner by the IJnited States, at public outcry at the court 
house of the counties to which the territory is attached, in 
which said premises may be, to be advertized at least fifteen 
days in three of the most public gazettes in this state, com- 
mencingat Carroll county on the fifteenth day of February, 
1831. Provided^ That no person or persons renting any such 
improvements, shall be permitted to dig for gold, siJver or 
other valuable metals, or to employ any person of any desrip- 
tion so to dig, but that such person so digging shall be subject 
to the pains and penalties as may be pointed out by law, to be 
inflicted on persons who may so dig on any other part of said 
territory. 

Sec. 2. ^^nrf be it further enacted, That said agent shall 
. have full power and authority to rent the said improvements 
and possessions by private contract, to citizens of Georgia 
only. Provided, the same could not be rented at public out- 
cry, taking notes with good security, payable to his excellency 
the Governor, and his successors in office, on the first day of 
January, eighteen hundred and thirty-two,' for the payment of 
the rent. 

Sec. 3. •tfnrf be it further enacted, That the Governor, 
upon the appointment of said agent, shall furnish him with 
a list of said improvements, and possessions, and such other 
lands as are liable to rent under this act, and he shall proceed 
immediately to discharge the duties required of him by this 
act; the said agent shall moreover by the first day of June 
next, return to the treasury a complete statement of his act- 
ings and doings in the premises, exhibiting the price received 
by him for each improvement or possession, and shall also at 
the same time, file in said department all notes taken by him 
for rent, except such as he shall retain by authority of this 
act in payment of his services. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That his excellency 
the Governor upon the report of said agent, that it is indis- 
pensably necessary, shall order out a sufficient force to deliver 



220 

Georgia, possession of any improvement to the person or persons rent- 
1S30. inj, the same, and to protect them in the possession thereof. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted^ That the said agent, 
before he enters upon the duties required of him by this act, 
shall give bond to his excellency the Governor in the sum of 
five thousand dollais, for the faithful discharge of the same. 

Skc. 6. And be ft fui ther enacted^ That said agent be 
allowed to retain as full com|/ensation for his services, ten per 
centum of the notes so received by him for rent. 



An act to prevent the exercise of assumed and arbitrarj' power, by all j)er- 
sons under pretext of authority frcjm the Cherokee Indians, and their 
laws, and to prevent white persons from residinjif within that part of the 
the rharteretl limits of Georipa, occ\ipied by the Cherokee Indians, and 
to provide :>. p^ard for the protection of the gold mines, and to enforce the 
laws of the state within the aforesaid territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
1S80. of the State of Georgia, in General Assembly met, and U 

is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That, after 
tfie first day of February, eighteen hundred and thirty one, 
it >hall not be lawful for any person, or persons, under colour 
or ])retence, of authority from said Cherokee tribe, or as head 
men, chiefs, or warriors of said tribe, to cause or procure by 
any means the assembling of any council, or other pretended 
legislative body ot the said Indians, or others living among 
them, for the purpose of legislating, (or for any other purpose 
whatever.) And persons ofiR^ding against the provisions of 
this section, shall be guihy of a high misdemeanor, and sub* 
ject to indictment therefor, and on conviction, shall be pun- 
ished by confinement at hard labor in the penitentiary for the 
space of four years. 

Sj.c. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said^ That after the time aforesaid, it shall not be lawful for 
any person or persons under pretext of authority from the 
Cherokee tribe, or as representatives, chiefs, head men, or 
warriors of said tribe, to meet, or assemble as a council, as- 
sembly, convention, or in any other capacity, for the purpose 
of making laws, orders, or regulations for said tribe. And 
all persons offending against the provisions of this section, 
shall be guilty of a high misdemeanor and subject to an in- 
dictment, and on conviction thereof, shall undergo an impri- 
sonment in the penitentiary at hard labor for the space of four 
years. 

Sec 3. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That, after the time aforesaid, it shall not be lawful for 
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any person or persons, under colour, or by authority of the Georgia, 
Cherokee tribe, or any of its laws or regulations, to hold any * 
court or tribunal whatever, for the purpose ol hearing and' 
determining causes, either civil or criminal; or to give any 
judgment in such causes, or to issue, or cause to issue any pro- 
cess, against the person or property of any of said tribe. 
And all persons offendingagainst the provisions of this section, 
shall be guilty of a high misdemeanor, and subject to indict- 
ment, and on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned in the 
penitentiary at hard labor for the space of four years. 

Sec 4. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said^ That, after the time aforesaid, it shall not be lawful for 
any person or persons, as a ministerial officer^ or in any other 
capacity, to execute any precept, command, or process, issued 
by any court or tribunal in the Cherokee tribe, on the persons 
or property of any of said tribe. And all persons offending 
against the provisions of this section, shall be guilty of a tres- 
pass and subject to indictment, and on conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by fine and imprisonment in the jail or in 
the penitentiary not longer than four years, at the discretion 
of the court. 

Sec. 5. *^nd be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
saidj That, after the time aforesaid, it shall not be lawful for 
any person or persons, to confiscate, or attempt to confiscate^ 
or otherwise to cause a forfeiture of the property or estate of 
any Indian of said tribe, in consequence of his enrolling him- 
selt and family for emigration, or offering to enrol for emi- 
gration, or any other act of said Indian in furtherance of his 
intention to emigrate. And persons offending against the 
, provisions of this section, shall be guilty of a high misde- 
meanor, and on conviction, shall undergo an imprisonment in 
the penitentiary at hard labor for the space of four years. 

Sec. 6*. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
saidy That none of the provisions of this act, shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the said tribe, its head men, chiefs, or 
other representatives from meeting any agent or commission- 
er, on the part of this state or the United States, for any pur- 
pose whatsoever. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said. That all white persons residing within the limits of the 
Cherokee nation, on the first day of March next, or at any 
time thereafter, without a license or permit, from his excel- 
lency the Governor, or from such agent as his excellency the 
Governor, shall authorize to grant such permit or license, and 
who shall not have taken the oath hereinafter required^ shall 
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Ccargu, b^ guilty of a high misdemeanor, and upon conviction there- 
itso. ofy shall be punished by confinement in the penitentiary at 

hard labor, for a term not less than four years: Provided That 
the provisions of this section shall not be so con>tnied, as to 
extend to any authorized agent or agents, of the governmeDt 
of the United States, or of this state, or to any person or per- 
sons, who may rent any of those improvements, which have 
been abandoned by Indians who have emigrated west of the 
Mississippi: Provided^ That nothing contained in this section 
shall be so construed as to extend to white females, and all 
male children under twenty-one years of age. 

Sec 8. J^ndbe it further enacted by the authority ajbre- 
said. That all white persons, citizens of the state of Georgia^ 
who have procured a license in writing, from his excellencj 
the Goveraor, or from such agent as his excellency the Gover- 
nor, shall authorize to grant such permit or license, to reside 
within the limits of the Cherokee nation, and who have taken 
the following oath, viz: <^ I. A. B. do solemnly swear (or if- 
firm as the case may be) that I will support and defend the 
constitution, and laws of the state of Georgia, and uprightly 
demean myself as a citizen thereof, So help me Grod," sbdl 
be and the same are hereby declared, exempt and free from 
the operation of the seventh section of this act 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted by the authority a^ert' 
saidy That his excellency the Governor, be and he is hereby 
authorized to grant licenses to reside within the limits of the 
Cherokee nation, according to the provisions of the eighth sec- 
tion of this act. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted by the authority afort- 
saidy That no person shall collect, or claim any toll from any 
person for passing any turnpike gate or toll bridge, by authori- 
ty of any act or law of the Cherokee tribe, or any chief, or 
head man, or men of the same. 

Sec. 11. Andbeit further enacted by the authority afore- 
saidy That his excellency the Governor, be and he is hereby 
empowered, should he deem it necessary, either for the pro- 
tection of the mines, or for the enforcement of the laws of 
force within the Cherokee nation, to raise and oi^nize a 
guard to be employed on foot, or mounted as occasion may 
require, which shall not consist of more than sixty persons, 
which guard shall be under the command of the commissioner 
or agent appointed by the Governor, to protect the mines, 
with power to dismiss from the service, any member of said 
guard, on paying the wages due for services rendered, for dis- 
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orderly conduct^ and make appointments to fill the vacancies Georgia, 
occasioned bv such dismissal. ^^^- 

Sec. 12. Jind be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said^ That each person who may belong to said guard, shall 
receive for his compensation at the rate of fifteen dollars per 
month when on foot, and at the rate of twenty dollars per 
month when mounted; for every month that such person is 
engaged in actual service, and in the event that the commis- 
sioner or agent herein referred to, should die, resign or fail to 
perform the duties herein required of him, his excellency the 
Governor, is hereby authorized and required to appoint in his 
stead, some other fit and proper person to the command of 
said guard, and the commissioner or agent, having the com- 
mand of the guard aforesaid, for the better discipline thereof, 
shall appoint three sergeants who shall receive at the rate of 
twenty dollars per month, while serving on foot, and twenty- 
five dollars when mounted, as compensation whilst in actual 
service. 

Sec. 1 3. %^nd be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That the said guard, or any member of them, shall be 
and they are /hereby authorized and empowered to arrest any 
person legally charged with, or detected in, a violation of the 
laws of this state, and to convey as soon as practicable, the , 
person so arrested before a justice of the peace. Judge of the 
Superior or Justice of the Inferior court, of this state, to be 
dealt with according to law, and the pay and support of said 
guard be provided out of the fund, already appropriated for 
the protection of the gold mines. 



An act to authorize the Governor to take possession of the Gold, Silver, and 
other mines, lying and being in that section of the chartered limits of 
Georgia, commonly called the Cherokee country, and those upon all other 
unappropriated lands of the state, and for punishing any person or per- 
sons, who may hereafter be found trespassing upon said mines. 

Whereas the Gold, Silver, and other mines, situate in the 1S30. 
Cherokee country, within the jurisdictional limits of Georgia, 
are of right the property 'oi Georgia. — And whereas great 
waste has been committed by the trespasses and intrusions of 
numberless citizens of this and of other states, in digging, 
taking and carrying away large quantities of Gold from 
^aid mines — For remedy whereof, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the state qf Georgia in General Assembly met^ and it is 
hereby enacted by the authority of the same^ That the Gov- 
ernor is .hereby authorizeil and required for, and in behalf of 
the citizens of Georgia, to take immediate possession of all 
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ftenrgia, the gold. Silver and other mines which have been discovered^ 
^'^o. gjjj of all those which may hereafter be discovered, as soon as 

practicable, in the -said Cherokee country, within the char- 
tered limit? of Georgia, and of all those upon other unappro- 
priated lands oi the state; subject nevertheless to any disfK>8i- 
tion by legisl itive enactments, and that he be empowered, if 
it should in his judgment b'icome necessary to employ such 
military force as may by him he deemed competent to take 
into possession the said mines, and to protect and defend them 
from all further trespass. 

Sec. 2, And he it further enacted^ That the sum of twen- 
ty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of any moneys 
in the treasury not otherwise appiopri«ted, subject to the war- 
rant ot the Governoi, to carry into effect the objects contained 
in the foregoing section. 

Sec. <. And be it further enacted^ For the better securing 
said mines from trespass, that if any pei^son or persons shall 
be guilty of digging for gold, silver or other metal upon said 
mines, or who >hall take from, or carry away any gold, silver 
or other metal from any of the said mines, unless authorized 
by law, he, she or they shall be guiky of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to hard labor in 
the penitentiary for and during the term of four years. 

Sec. 4. Arid be it further enacted^ That if any person or 
persons, not authorized by law, shall employ any white man, 
Indian, negro or mulatto, to dig for gold, silver or other metal, 
upon said mines, or to take or carry away any gold, ailver or 
other metal from said mines, he, she or they, so employing said 
white man, Indian, negro or mulatto, to dig for gold, silver or 
other metal upon said mines, or to take or carry away gold, 
silver or other metal from said mines, shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by 
confinement in the penitentiary, at hard labor, for and during 
the term of four years. 

Sec 5. And be it further enacted^ That nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to conf ne any negro slave in the 
penitentiary of this state. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted^ That each and every 
negro slave and other property owned and employed in tres- 
passing on theb>aiil mines, by any person or persons convicted 
of the misdemeanors contemplated by this act, shall be confis- 
cated and sold, and after the expenses of trial and condemna- 
tion shall have been paid, the nett proceeds of such sale, shall 
be paid over to the Treasurer of this state for the use thereof. 
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Sec. 7. ^ndbe it further enacted^ That his excellency Georgia^ 
the Governor, is hereby authorized to appoint one or more ^*^* 
agents if he should deem it necessary, for the protection of 
the Gold mines in the Cherokee country, or other unappro- 
priated lands of the state, and for the purpose of assisting in 
the enforcement of the laws of this state, over said country 
and land, whose duty it shall be to give to the civil, authority, 
information of any trespass upon the Gold mines, o1r violation 
of the laws of this state and to sec that the transgressors are 
promptly preceded against, and to give information from time 
to time to his excellency the Governor, of the actings and 
doings in said premises. 

Sec. 8. ^nd be it further enacted^ That such parts of this 
act as relates to the punishment of trespassers upon the mines, 
within the limits of the Cherokee nation, shall not take effect 
until the first day of January, eighteen hundred and thirty-one. 

Sec. 9. ^^nd be it further enacted^ That all persons who 
shall be arrested by virtue of this act, and shall be liable for 
costs, and who may be found unable to pay such costs as may 
be incurred, the costs thus incurred shall be defrayed by the 
state, any law to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided that 
the provisions of this section, shall not extend to persons re- 
siding within the old limits of the county where they may be 
confined. 



An act to provide for the payment of the expenses which have been, or may- 
be, incurred by the counties of Carroll, Do £alb, Gwinnett, Hall, and 
Habersham, for prison fees, and officers fees in the prosecution of crimes 
committed on the territory claimed by the Cherokee Indians; which wa» 
added to the aforesaid counties, by an uct passed on the 19th day of 
December, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine. 

Be it enacted bt^ the Senate and House of Representatives isa 
qf the state of Georgia, in Ge tier at Assembly met, and it 
is hereby enacted by the authority of the sam,e, That for all 
prosecutions in behalf of this state, where the crime has been 
or may hereafter be committed upon (he unoccupied territory 
within the chartered limits of this state, attached to the coun- 
ties of Carroll, DeKalb, Gwinnett, Hall and Habersham; and 
for all prison fees and officers fees mcurred, or to be incurred 
by the arrest or imprisonment of persons charged with crimes, 
against the state on saW territory, shall be paid by the Gover- 
nor, out of the contingent fund, when it shall be made appear 
to him, by the certificate of the Judges of the Superior court 
within whose jurisdiction such arrests, imprisonments or pro- 
secutions may have been, ol* may hereafter be had, that the 

29 
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Georgia, persofi or persoDS so arrested, imprisoned or prosecuted, have 

1S50. no visible means out of which to defray the expanses thereof, 

which payment shall be made to such officers as said Judge 

shall state in such certificate to be entitled to receive the same, 

any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 



1831. 



An act to alter and amend "An act, to authorize the survey and dispositian 
of the lands within the limits of Georgia, in the occupancy of the Ghero- 
kce tribe of Indians, and all other uiilocated lands witninthe limits of saud 
istate, claimed as Creek land, and to authorize the Governor to caU out a mili- 
tary force to protect surveyors in the discharge of their duties, and to pro. 
vide for the ])imishmefit of persons who may prevent, or attempt to prevent 
any surveyor from performing his duties, askpointed out by this act, or who 
shall wilfully cut down and deface any marked trees, or remove any land- 
mark which may be made in pursuance of this act, and to protect the In- 
dians in the peaceable possession of their improvements, and of the lots 
on wliich they may be situated," passed on the 21st day of Decemt>er, 
1830, and to order the immediate survey, distribution and occupancy ox 
the territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-- 
18C1. tives of the state of Georgia y in Generat Assembly metj 

and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That 
so much of the thirteenth section of the above recited act, as 
reqm'res a residence of four years within the organized limits 
of this state, immediately preceding the time his excellency 
the Governor shall issue the notification, be and the same is 
hereby repealed, and that all persons possessing the other 
qualifications contained in said act, who have been inhabitants 
within the organized limits of this state three years immedi- 
ately preceding the first day of January, .eighteen hundred 
and thirty-two, shall be entitled to a draw or draws, as con- 
templated by said act. 

Sfic. 2. f^nd be it further efiactedby the authority afore" 
saidy That the fifteenth section of said act be, and the same 
is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. ^nd be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said^ That so much of the thirty-fifth section of said act, as 
declares, **and in the event that the President of the United 
States shall at any time during the ensuing recess of the legis- 
lature, succeed in executing the compact between the United 
States and the state of Georgia, in relation to the Cherokee 
lands, that the Governor shall order the district surveyors to 
proceed to the discharge of their duties, and to the completion 
of the survey of the districts, as required by this act, and to 
the occupancy of said territory, otherwise the survey of the 
districts shall be suspended until the meeting of the next Ge- 



227 

neral Assembly, and until further' enactment for this purpose/^ Geon 
be, and the same is hereby repealed. *'*'• 

Sec. 4. %Snd be it further enacied by the authority afore-^ 
saidj That on the first day of April next ensuing, the Gover- 
nor is hereby required to order out the district surveyors for 
completing the surveys of said territory, with as little delay 
as possible; and when the said survey shall be completed and 
returns thereof made, in conformity with the provisions of 
said act, it shall be the duty of the Governor, in case he shall 
deem it for the interest of the state, to cause the lottery com- 
missioners to assemble at Milledgeviile, to commence the 
drawing of the lottery, as contemplated by this act. 



An act to lay out the gold reg^Ion in the lands at present in Uie occupancy of 
the Cherokee Indians, into small lots and dispose of the same, by sepa- 
rate lottery. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa^ issi 
iives of the state of Georgia^ in General .Assembly met, 
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same. That 
districts number one, two, three, four, five, eleven, twelve, 
thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen, in the first section; districts 
number one, two, three, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, 
nineteen, and twenty-one, in the second section; districts num- 
ber pne, two, three, four, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twen- 
ty and twenty-one, in the third section; and districts number 
one, two, three, sixteen, and seventeen, in the fourth section; 
shall by the surveyors heretofore pointed out by law, be sub- 
divided into lots of forty acres each, by lines running paral- 
lel with the district lines, at the distance of twenty chains 
apart, and crossed by other lines at right angles and of the 
like distance from each other, marked and numbered accord- 
ing to the plan prescribed by the Surveyor General. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That the following 
shall be the description and qualification of persons entitled to 
a draw under this act, to wit: every white male person of the 
age of eighteen years and upwards, being a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States and an inhabitant witlnn the organized limits of 
this state three years, immediately preceding the 1st day of 
January, 1832, including such as shall be absent on lawful 
business, shall be entitled to one draw, but no person shall be 
entitled to a draw under this act, who has a family residing 
out of this state, or whose family has not resided in this state, 
for three years as aforesaid, except officers in the army or 
navy of the United States, provided ^aid person has had a 
family so long. 
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Georgia^ All widows with like residence^ shall be entitled to one 

iwi. draw. 

All families of orphans of like residence except such as 
may be entitled in their own right, shall have one draw. 

And all heads of families, one additional draw in considera* 
tion of their families. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enactedy That separate lists of 
persons entitled to a draw under this act, shall be made out 
and returned by the same persons authorized to take in names 
of persons entitled to draws by an act, entitled "An act to 
authorize the survey and distribution of the lands within the 
limits of Georgia, in the occupancy of the Cherokee tribe of In- 
dians, and all other unlocated lands within the limits of said 
state, claimed as Creek land, and to authorize the Governor to 
call out a military force to protect surveyors in the discharge 
of their duties, and to provide for the punishment of persons 
who may prevent, or attempt to prevent, any surveyor from 
performing his duties as pointed out in this act, or who shall 
wilfully cut down and deface any marked trees, or remove 
any land marks which may be made in pursuance of this actf 
and to protect the Indians, in the peaceable possession of their 
improvements, and of the lots on which the same may be 
situate," approved the twenty first of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty. — And the person or persons taking 
in names as aforesaid, shall administer to all applicantir for 
draws under this act, other than widows, guardians or next 
friend of orphans, the following oath, viz: '^I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm,) that I am a citizen of the United States, 
and have resided in this state three years, immediately pre- 
ceding the 1st day of January, 1832, except absent on lawful 
busiijess and am an inhabitant of the same, that I am eighteen 
years of age, that I have not given in my name for any draw- 
in the present contemplated land lottery of the gold region in 
any other part of the state, and that I did not directly or 
indirectly evade the service of this state or the United States 
in the revolutionary war, or in the late wars against Great 
Britain or the Indians — So help me God." And the follow- 
ing oath shall be administered to all widows, " I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I am a widow, that I have resided in 
this state three years, immediately preceding the 1st day of 
January, 18$2, except absent on lawful business, and am now 
a resident of this district, that I have not given in my name 
for any draw in the present contemplated land lottery of the 
gold region, in any other part of the stale — So help me God/' 
And all guardians, or next friends of orphans, shall take the 
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following oath, " I do solemnly swear {or affirm) that the or- Georgia, 
phan or family of orphans, whom I return, is or are entitled issi. 
to a draw under this act, to the best of my knowledge — So 
help me God," and the persons authorized to take in the 
names of those who are entitled to a draw under this act, 
shall receive twenty-five cents from such applicant for each 
draw, and the following oath shall be administered to all heads 
of families; I. A. B. do solemnly swear that I am a married 
man, with a family — So help me God. 

Sec. 4. %And be it further enacted, That as soon as said 
lists are made out and returned as aforesaid, his excellency 
the Governor for the purpose of carrying the lottery into 
effect, shall cause the names of persons entitled to draws 
together with other designatory remarks of residence, &c. to 
be placed on tickets as nearly similar as possible, which shall 
be deposited in one wheel, and the prizes on tickets of the 
like description, shall be deposited in another wheel, which 
prizes shall consist of all square lots of forty acres, each lying 
ID the above named districts, and from each wheel as nearly at 
the same time as may be a ticket shall be drawn, and delivered 
to the superintending managers, and so on, until the whole 
number of prizes are drawn out in manner prescribed by the 
above recited act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the land pointed 
out in this act, shall be drawn by separate lottery, from the 
one contemplated in the above recited act, and shall be con- 
ducted by the same commissioners and under the same rules 
and regulations, as pointed out in said act, and other services 
required to be done by this act not particularly specified, shall 
be done by the same officers, and in the same manner as said . 
act prescribes, that all persons who may draw land by authori- 
ty of this act, shall in like manner receive a grant for the 
same on payment of the ten dollars, and also that fraudulent 
returns shall be subject to the same forfeitures, and prosecuted 
in the same manner as pointed out in the above recited act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted^ That nothing in this 
act contained shall be so construed, as to authorize the survey 
or lottery of the land pointed out in this act, until the time, 
that the above recited act is authorized to be carried into 
effect, by authority of the state. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all laws milita* 
ting against this act shall be, and are hereby repealed. 



AJ; 



230 
KENTUCKY.— 1810. 

An act concerning the extin|^hnient of the Indian claim to certain land5 

within this common wealth. 

The people of Kentucky, taking into view the Indian 
Kentofikj, incumbrance (by a treaty with the United States,) on the lands 
'•10. within this state below the Tennessee river, a large portion of 

which had bee», by the state of Virginia, sold to officers and 
soldiers, and treasury warrant claimants, who are deprived of 
the use thereof, and taking into view the probaUe willingness 
of the Indians to extinguish the incumbrance; and that the 
United States having funds, more than sufficient, arising from 
the sale of lands on the north-west side of the Ohio river, 
which wert ceded by the state of Virginia, subsequent to her 
sales aforesaid; and hoping that the Unittd States were wil- 
ling to procure the extinguishment aforesaid, passed a resolu- 
tion in their general assembly, approved the lllh day of Fe- 
bruary, 1809, in order to obtain the attention of the general 
government; but it is presumed the executive of the United 
States hath not embraced the same views of the subject, and 
hath desired an agent to be appointed on the part of this statie, to 
act in the contemplated treaty, thereby to render the state of 
Kentucky liable for the payment of the purchase money, and 
it being deemed necessary that the subject should be farther 
explained between this government and the United States 
government, and the treaty procured at the expense of the 
United States: therefore. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly ^ That it 
shall be lawful for the executive of this state to open an ex- 
planatory correspondence with the government of the United 
States, for the purpose of procuring an extinguishment of the 
Indian claim to all the lands within the Indian boundary within 
this state, at the costs and charges of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That it shall be law- 
ful for the executive of this state, if he shall deem it neces- 
sary, to appoint an agent on the part of this state to attend at 
any treaty with the Indians, vested with all necessary powers, 
except that of rendering this commonwealth in any wise, lia- 
ble for the payment of money. 

Sec. 3. The said agent, if appointed, shall, for the time he 
shall be in actual service, receive a sum not exceeding five 
dollars per day, which account being liquidated and certified 
by the governor, shall be audited and paid out of the public 
treasury. 

This act shall be in force from and after its passage. ' 
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TEWESSEE.— 1794. 

Extract from an act of the Territorial Assembly of Tennessee^ entitled *'Aa 
act to amrnd an act establishing courts' of law, and for regulating pro- 
ceedings therein." 

" Sec. 32. And be it enacted^ > That if any person who Tennessee, 
shall be summoned as a witness in any of the said courts, or ^ 
before any person appointed to take depositions as aforesaid^ 
shall refuse to give testimony on oath, such person so refusing 
shall, by the court, or by the commissioner before whom he 
shall be summoned, be committed to the common prison, 
there to remain, without bail or mainprize, until he shall be 
willing to give testimony in such manner as the law doth or 
may direct: Provided, The people called Quakers shall have 
the liberty of giving their testimony by way ot solemn afiir- 
mation, in all causes whatsoever, criminal as well as civil: 
And provided also J That all negroes, Indians, mulattoes, and 
all persons of mixed blood, descended from negro and Indian 
ancesters, to the third generation, inclusive, (though one an- 
cestor of each generation may have been a white person) whe- 
ther bond or free, shall be taken and deemed to be incapable 
in law to be witnesses, in any case whatever, except against 
each other: And provided further , That no person of mixed 
blood, in any degree whatsoever, who has been liberated with- 
in twelve months previously, shall be admitted as a witness 
against a white person..^' 



1807. 



Ah act making provision for the extinguishment of the Indian claim to lands 

within the limits of this state. 

Be it enacted by the Greneral Assembly of the state o/im, 
Tennessee, That the sum of twenty thousand dollars of any 
moneys in either of the public treasuries, not otherwise spe- 
cially appropriated, shall be a fund, subject to the purpose of 
holding a treaty or treaties with the Cherokee nation of In- 
dians, and for extinguishing their claim to all or any part of 
the lands within the limits of this state, and within the limits 
of the lands relinquished to this state by an act of the Con- 
gress of the United States, entitled " An act to authorize the 
state of Tennessee to issue grants to certain lands therein 
described, and to settle the claims to the vacant and unappro- 
priated lands within the same." 

Sec. 2. Be it enacted^ That as soon as this state shall be 
vested by the government of the United States with power 
to bold and conclude a treaty or treaties with the said nation 
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Tenaciscc, of Indians, for the purpose aforesaid, agreeably to a resolution 
isor. of thisnjeneral assembly, passed November llth^ 1807; or as 

soon thereafter as the Governor of this stale shall deem it 
expedient to hold such treaty or treaties, he shall have power 
to draw by warrant, under his hand, on each or either of the 
said treasurers, for the whole, or any part of said sum, that 
may be necessary to defray the expenses of holding such 
treaty or treaties, and for the purpose of extinguishing said 
claim. 

Sec 3. Be it enacted^ That upon this state being vested 
with said power, the governor for the time being, as soon as 
he shall deem it expedient, may appoint two commissioners 
on the part of this state, for the purpose of holding and con- 
cluding such treaty or treaties, with said nation of Indians. 



OHIO.— 1809* 

An act to prevent the selling of spirituouB liquors to the Indians. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of 
Ohk),— 1809. Ohioy That if any tavern-keeper, or other person or persons, 
shall sell or barter any spirituous or other liquids of intoxica- 
ting quality, to any Indian or Indians within this state, or 
convey or attempt to convey, or be instrumental in conveying 
any of the aforesaid liquors or liquids out of this state, with 
an intent to dispose of the same to any Indian or Indians, un- 
less authorized by the proper authority, such person or per- 
sons shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, nor less than tive dollars, to be recovered with cents 
of suit, by indictment, in the county where the offenc^e was 
committed, to be paid into the county treasury; and the per- 
son so offending, shall moreover forfeit the article, of whatso- 
ever nature or kind, he, she or they may have received in 
exchange; which shall be restored to any Indian or Indians 
claiming the bame, on giving satisfactory proof to any justice 
of the peace, or Judge of any court within this state, that the 
articles so claimed, are actually the property of the Indian or 
Indians who make the claim; and all grand jurors, justices of 
the peace, and judges, are hereby authorized and required to 
be aiding and assisting, in carrying this law into effect. 

This act shall be in force, from and after the first day of 
June next. 
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1810. 

An act for the relief of certain Moravian Indians of Tuscarawas county. 

Whereas it has been represented to this assembly, that the Ohio,— isio. 
money forfeited on the recognizance of a certain Benjamin 
Venatton, entered into for his appearance to take his* trial at 
the December term of the court of common pleas, held at 
Steubenville in the year eighteen hundred and eight, for steal- 
ing a number of horses from certain Moravian Indians, of 
Tuscarawas county, has been paid into the treasury of Jeffer- 
son county: Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the General •Slssemblt/ of the state of 
Ohio, That the treasurer of Jefferson county is hereby 
authorized and required (after all the legal costs incurred by 
the trial of a certain Benjamin Venatton, for stea(ing horses 
in the year eighteen hundred and eight, in Jefferson county 
court, shall be fully satisfied) to pay over the balance of the 
bond recovered from Venatton's bail, to certain Moravian 
Indians of Goshen, in Tuscarawas county, to each of the Mo- 
ravian Indian sufferers aforesaid, upon due proof to him ex- 
hibited of the loss sustained by each, in the horses stolen from 
them by said Venatton, in proportion to such loss. 

This act shall take effect and be in force, from and after the 
passage thereof. 



MrDIANA,— 1807. 

[Whilst a Territory.] 

An act prolubiting the sale of ardent spirits and other intoxicating liquors to 

Indians. 

It shall and may be lawful for the Governor of this terri- J"'}^"** 
tory, and he is bereby authorized and empowered, during the 
sitting of any council, or holding any public treaty or confer- 
ence, with any Indian nation or tribe, to prohibit, b}' procla- 
mation, the sale or other disposition of any ardent spirits, or 
other intoxicating liquors, to any Indian or Indians, by any per- 
son or persons, for any purpose, or under any pretence whatso- 
ever, within thirty miles of the place of holding such coun* 
cil, treaty, or conference. 

Sec. 2. If any person shall not strictly observe whatever 
restrictions may be imposed under the authority aforesaid, he, 
she or they 'so offending, shall, on conviction, by indictment 
or prosecution, bo fined in a sum not exceeding ^ve hundred 
dollars, nor less than fifty dollars, and in case of inability to 
pay the fine with costs, shall be imprisoned not more than six 
months^ nor less than three months. 

30 
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indiai^, S£C. 3. If any trader or other person whosoever , residing 

1*^* in, coming into, or passing through the said territory, or any 

part thereof shall presume to furnish, vend, sell or give, or 
aha)! procure to be furnished, vended, sold or given, upon any 
account whatever to any Indian or Indians, or nation or tribe of 
Indians, being within the territory, or waters adjoining to, or 
bounding the same, any rum, brandy, whiskey, or other intoxi- 
catmg liquor, or drink, he, she or they so offending, shall, on 
conviction, by presentment or indictment, forfeit and pay, for 
every such offence, any sum not exceeding one hundicd nor 
less than five dollars, to the use of the territory: Provided^ 
That nothing herein contained shall be taken or construed to 
impair or weaken the powers and authority that now are, or 
at any time hereafter may be vested in the Governor, or other 
person as superintendcjnt, or agent of Indian afiairs, or com- 
missioner plenipotentiary for treatmg with Indians. 

The third section of this act shall commence and be in force, 
when, and as soon as the Governor of this territory shall be 
officially notified, that the states of Kentucky and Ohio, and 
the territories of Louisiana, and Michigan, have passed, or 
shall pass laws prohibiting the sale or gifts of intoxicating 
liquors to Indians, within their respective states and territo- 
ries: and it shall continue in force so long as the said ads 
made or to be made in the said states or territories, shall con- 
tinue in force therein. 

The Governor of the territory is requested to transmit 
copies of the third section of this law to the Governors of the 
8«iveral above mentioned states and territories. 



An act to prerent the disposinjg^ of arms and other warlike implementa, and 

ammunition to Indians and others. 

Whereas it has been represented to the General Assembly, 
^^^'^* that there is reason to expect hostilities from some of the 

neighboring tribes of Indians, whilst others, more contiguous, 
seem disposed to preserve the friendship of the United States: 
Jind whereasj The laws of the United States, do not prevent 
' the sale of arms and ammunition to the peaceful tribes or 

others within the settled parts of the country, through which^ 
those that may prove hostile, may procure the same: 

Sec. 1. Be it therefore enacted by the Legislative Coun" 
cil and House of Representafives^ atid it is hereby enacted 
by the authority oj the same. That the executive of the 
territory for the time being, be, and he is hereby authorized 
and empowered by proclamation to prohibit the furtiishiog by 
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sale, gifty or otherwise, all, and every species of warlike wea- Todkna, 
pons, and implements; ammunition or warlike stores, to any ^^' 
Indian or Indians, dwelling within, or without the limits or 
lines of the several counties in this territory, when in his 
opinion the public welfare and safety may require such pro- 
hibition. 

Sec. 2. ./^/u/ be it/urfher enacted^ That any person or 
persons, who shall directly or indirectly, by gift, present, 
donation, L'an, sale or otherwise furnish and provide, or have 
furnished and provided any Indian or Indians, with any arti* 
cle of ammunition, such as flints, powder, lead or balls, or 
with any warlike implements or deadly weapons, such ad 
kniv.es, spears, battle axes, tomehawks, pistols, fusils, rifles, 
smooth bores, or muskets, contrary to the proclamation of the 
executive, as aforesaid, every person or persons, so ofiending, 
shall, upon conviction by indictment or presentment, in any 
court of record in this territor}'^, be fined in any sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, be whipped publicly, any 
number of stripes, not exceeding one hundred well laid on, 
and be imprisoned for a term not exceeding five years, at the 
discretion of the court before whom the same may be tried, 
and moreover, shall stand committed, after having received 
the stripes, until the fine and costs be paid. 

This act shall take efiect from and after the passing thereof, 
and shall continue in force until the end of the next session of 
the General Assembly. 



1810. 



An act regulating the trade ^ith Indians within the part of the territory to 
which the Indian title haa been ezting^shedy and for other purposes. 

Whereas the Governor has informed this General As8em-i*io. 
biy, that the President of the United States, had directed him 
to recommend to the legislature of the territory, the passage 
of a law to prevent the sale of ardent spirits to the Indians: 
Jlnd whereas it appears probable from certain documents 
which have been laid before the General Assembly, by the 
Governor, that the negotiations between the United States and ' 
the Indian tribes are much interrupted by the interference of 
mischievous individuals, and that the harmony and good 
understanding between the United States and the said tribes 
are likely to be interrupted, and the peace which has so long 
and so happily subsisted, jeopardizecl by such improper and 
unpatriotic conduct: Jind whereas \h\s General Assembly is 
desirous to shew its respect for the general government, and 
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Indiana^ to promote 38 far as possible its humane and benevolent policy 
isio. Qf civilizing the Indians, an attempt which can never be suc- 

cessful as long as the means of intoxication are within their 
reach, and being desirous also to facilitate those extinguish- 
ments of Indian title, which are at once so beneficial to the 
United States, their constituents, and the Indian tribes— « 
therefore as well for the purposes aforesaid, as to relieve their 
constituents from the injuries which they sustain from the 
depredations committed by Indians coming into the settle- 
ments to trade: 

Sec 1. Be it enacted by the Legislatiife Council and 
House of Representatives of the Indiana territory^ and it 
is hereby enacted by the authority of the same^ That from 
and after the first day of March next ensuing, no person shall 
be allowed to trade with any Indian or Indians, within the 
lands to which the Indian title has been extinguished, without 
having previously obtained a license from the Governor of the 
territory, and having previously given bond with one or more 
securities to the Governor and his successors in office for the 
use of the territory, in the same penalty and under the same 
conditions as are required by the laws of the United States, 
from persons trading with Indians in the Indian country; 
Provided^ That nothing herein contained shall prevent any 
person within this territory from purchasing any kind of 
meat, sugar, or any article of Indian manufacture, from any 
Indian or Indians, or shall prevent any person from purchas- 
ing with the produce of his or her farm, ardent spirits except- 
ed, any such article, or any skins or furs. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That the trade with the 
Indians, except as before excepted, shall be confined to such 
places on the frontiers as the Governor may designate, and 
where the ingress of the Indians may not be considered pre- 
judicial to the persons and property of the good citizens of 
this territory. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That from and after the 
first day of March next ensuing, no person or persons shall 
sell, barter or give any ardent spirits or spirituous liquors to 
any Indian or Indians within the part of this territory to 
which the Indian title is extinguished. * 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any person or 
persons offending against any of the provisions of the pro- 
ceeding sections of this act, he, she or they, on conviction 
thereof by indictment, in any court of competent jurisdiction, 
shall, for the first ofience, pay a fine not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, nor less thaa one hundred dollars, and for every 
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succeeding oflence, a fine not exceeding six hundred dollars^ rndian»» 
nor less than two hundred dollars. *^**** 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted^ That if any person or per- 
sons shall, without the permission or authority of the govern- 
ment of the United Slates, or of this territory, directly or 
indirectly, commence or carry on, any verbal or written cor- 
respondence or intercourse, wi^i any Indian nation or tribe, 
or any chief, sachem, or warrior of any Indian nation or tribe, 
with an intent to influence the measures or conduct of any In- 
dian nation or tribe, or any chief, sachem or warrior of any 
Indian nation or tribe, in relation to any negotiations or trea- 
ties,, disputes or controversies with the United States or this 
territory, or to defeat the measures of the government of the 
United States or this territory, if any person or persons, not du- 
ly authorized, shall counsel or advise, aid or assist in any such 
correspondence, with intent aforesaid, he, she or they shall be 
deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and on conviction there- 
of before any court having jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished 
by a fine not exceeding three thousand dollars and not less 
than one thousand dollars: Providedy That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to impair or abridge the right of in- 
dividual citizens of the United States to apply by themselves 
or their lawful agents, to any Indian nation or tribe, or to any 
chief, sachem or warrior of any Indian nation or tribe, for 
the redress of any injuries in relation to person or property 
which such individuals may have sustained from such Indian 
nation or tribe, or any chief, sachem or warrior thereof. 

Sec. 6. n^nd be it further enacted. That no person who, 
by this, or any subsequent act,.shall have the power of issuing 
licenses to trade with the Indians shall have any concern or 
interest in any such trade; and any person so offending, shall 
on conviction thereof, by indictment in any court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction, pay a fine not exceeding three thousand nor 
less than five hundred dollars: Provided always j That nothing 
herein contained shall prevent the persons who issue licenses 
from purchasing of any Indian or Indians, any of the articles 
mentioned in the first section of this act, in the same manner, 
and under the same restrictions as other citizens of the terri- 
tory are permitted to do by said section: And provided al- 
ways, That nothing in this act contained, shall prevent the 
United States' superintendent of Indian affairs, or other agent 
of the United States from issuing ardent spirits to the Indians 
at the expense, and on account of the United Slates, or shall 
prevent the said superintendent, or other agent from treating, 
at their respective houses, any Indian or Indians^ during any 
treaty or other conference. 
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Bxtract from "im act regulating the practice in suits at law." — [From Ke« 

viaed Laws.] 

<' Sec. 37. No negro, mulatto or Indian, shall be a wit- 
ii^i****' ness, except in pleas of the state against negroes, mulattoes or 
Indians, and in civil cases where negroes, mulattoes or In- 
dians alone are parties. Evenr person other than a negro, 
having one fourth part or mdre*of negro blood, or any one 
of whose grandfathers or grandmothers shall have been a ne- 
gro, shall be deemed a mulatto.'' 

ILIiINOI8«— 1813. 

[Whilst a Territorj'.] 
An act prohibiting the trading with Indians, Sccm 

Whereas it has been ^represented by the executive of this 
n]^noii, territory, and the chief of the tribe of the Kaskaskia Indians, 

that the vending of ardent spirit*, and other intoxicating 
liquors to the Indians of the said tribe, is productive of gieat 
evils to the community, and of serious injury to the said tribe, 
and that to tolerate the purchase of arms, clothing, horses, and 
other articles necessary for their use, and comfort, would tend 
to encourage intemperance and wretchedness, to which these 
unfortunate beings ar^ hastening; for remedy whereof, 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Ltgislati'ue Council and 
House of Representatives^ and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same, That if any trader or other person 
whosoever residing or coming into, or passing through the 
said territory, shall presume to furnish, vend or sell, or shall 
procure to be vended or sold upon any account whatever, to 
any Indian or Indians being within this territory or waters 
adjoining to the same, any brondy, rum, whiskey or other 
intoxicating liquor, he, she or they so offending shall on con- 
viction of the same, by presentment or indictment, forfeit and 
pay for every such 6ffence, any sum not exceeding twenty 
dollars, nor less than five; one half to the use of the territory , 
and the other half to the informer. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That if any person or per- 
sons, shall purchase or receive of any Indian in the wiay of 
barter, or trade, a gun or other article commonly used in hunt- 
ing, or any instrument of husbandry or cooking utensil* or 
clothing, or horse, shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceed- 
ing fifty dollars, nor less than ten, to the use of the territory, 
to be recovered as is directed in the former section, one half 
to the use of the territory and the other to the uae of the 
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informer: Provided^ That nothing herein contained shall be iiifnois, 
so construed as to restrain any person from trading with Lewis **^*' 
Decoigne, the chief of the Kaskaskia Indians, for any article 
that he may deem necessary in behalf of said tribe, nor so as 
to impair or weaken the powers and authority that now, or at 
any time hereafter, may be vested in the Governor, or other 
person, as sup>erintendent or agent of Indian affairs, or com- 
missioner plenipotentiary for treating with Indians, within 
this territory. 

This act to be in full force from and after the first day of 
January next. 



1814. 

An act to promote retaliatioii upon hostile Indians. 

Whereas the hostile incursions of the savages and their I8t4 
indiscriminate slaughters of men, women and children, have 
been often repeated under circumstances aggravating the hor- 
ror of such sanguinary scenes and producing great affliction 
and distress among the inhabitants of this territory. 

And whereas nothing is so well calculated to check the pro- 
gress or prevent the repetition of those attacks on the part of 
those blood thirsty monsters, as successful pursuit and retalia- 
tion upon them; to effect which it becomes expedient to offer 
sufficient encouragement to the bravery and enterprize of our 
fellow-citizens, and those other persons now engaged or that 
hereafter may be engaged in the defence of our frontier: 
Therefore, 

Sec. I. Be it enacted by the Legislative Council and 
House of Representatives, and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the samCf lliat if any Indian or Indians shall 
hereafter make an incursion into our settlements with hostile 
intentions and shall commit any naurder or ^depredation, and 
any citizen or citizens or strangers or other persons engaged 
in the defence of our frontier shall pursue and overtake and 
take prisoner, or prisoners, or kill any Indian or Indians that 
may have so offended such person of persons shall if they be 
citizens merely receive a reward for each Indian so taken or 
killed, the sum of fifty dollars, and if they be rangtrs or other 
persons actually at that time engaged in the defence of our 
frontier, such person or persons shall be entitled to a reward 
of twenty-five dollars. 

^Kc. 2. Be it further enacted^ That if any party of citi- 
zens having first obtained permission of the commanding offi- 
cer on our frontier to go into the territory of any hostile In- 
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lilincus, dian, shall perfprm any such tour and shall kill any Indian 

1S14. warrior, or take prisoner any squaw or child, in- the country 

of said hostile Indians, such person shall he entitled to a re- 
ward of one hundred dollars, for each Indian warrior killed 
and each squaw or child taken prisoner. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That if any party of ran- 
gers or other persons, now engaged or that may hereafter be 
engaged in the defence of our frontier, not exceeding fifteen in 
number, shall with the leave of the officer make a volun- 
tary incursion into the country of any hostile Indians, and 
shall kill any Indian \v'arrior or warriors, or take and bring 
away any squaw or squaws, child or children, in and from the 
country of said Indians, such persons as aforesaid, shall be 
entitled to a reward of fifty dollars for each Indian warrior 
killed as aforesaid, and each squaw or child so taken prisoner. 
Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That proof of any of the 
before mentioned facts, to entitle any person or persons to the 
reward given by this law, shall be made before the judges of 
any county court, or any two of said judges who upon full 
proof being made before them, shall certify the same to the 
auditor of public accounts, who shall audit the amount due to 
Fuch person or persons, and give to him or them a warrant on 
the treasurer, for the amount thereof, which shall be paid out 
of any money in the public treasury. This act shall com- 
mence and be in force from and after the passage thereof. 



An act concerning the Kaskask'a Indians. 

Whereas a former law of this legislature has been found 
itU. insufficient to prevent evil disposed persons from selling and 

giving intoxicating drinks to the Kaskaskia Indians, or from 
cheating and defrauding the said Indians, out of their proper- 
ty by pretended or real purchases, and whereas the former 
practice is ])roductive of disorder, and other pernicious con- 
sequences, and the latter a violation of moral justice and good 
policy: for remedy thereof, 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Council and 
House of Representatives^ and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority qf the same, That if any white person or free per- 
son of colour either male or female shall hereafter without 
license from the Governor as superintendent of Indian affairs 
within this territory, or from some sub-agent appointed by 
him, either sell or give to any Kaskaskia Indian or any other 
Indian, residing with them, any quantity of whiskey, gin, 
brandy, rum, cider or any other intoxicating drink^ such per- 






241 

son so offending, shall forfeit and pay twenty dollars, to be liUnoii, 
recovered upon warrant betore any jn^ti.'e of the peace^ whio ^*^** 
shall, upon conviction of such oflTence, issue execution return- 
able in thirty days afj^ainst either the body or ^oods of such 
oflVnder as juay be required of the said justice of the peace, 
and upon such execution there shall be no security whatever 
taken. 

Sec. 2. If either of the offences stated in the above section, 
shall be committed by any nejB;ro or mulatto, being the slave 
or servant of any person whatever, it ^hall be the duty of a 
jusrice of the peace upon application to him, made according 
to law to issiie his warrant against such negro or mulatto and 
upon proof of the offences abovementioned or either of them 
having been committed by said negro or mulatto, the justice of 
the peace before whom such proof may be made, shall order him 
or her so offending, to receive on his or her bare back, if for 
tlie first offence fifteen lashes, and for every subsequent offenpe 
oi like kind, double that number: Provided^ however^ That 
the said c )rporeal punishmi nt shall not be inflicted if the 
owner or any other person, will in behalf of said negro or 
mulatto, pay the sum of twenty dollars for each offence res- 
pectively. 

Skc. 3. That it shall not be lawful for any person whatever 
without license from the Governor or some sub agent appoint- 
ed by him, to purchase or receive by gift or otherwise, of any 
of the before mentioned Indians, any horse, mare, ^un, toma- 
hawk, knife, blanket, strouding, calico, saddle, bridle, or any 
goods, wares, or merchandise whatever, that all such sales 
and purchases or gifts, shall be considered as fraudulent on 
the part of the buyer or receiver, and that any white person 
or free person of colour whatever, so buying or receiving any 
auch articles of any one of those Indians^ shall be liable to 
pay a fine of twenty dollars to be recovered before a justii^e of 
the peace, who shall, upon conviction of any such offender, 
issue execution in like manner, as is directed in the first sec- 
tion of this act, and the said offenHer shall restore the article 
or articles so bought or received and shall moreover be liable 
to a suit in the Supreme court for i he fraud of buying or 
receiving any such article aforesaid, whatever the amount of 
value thereof may be, and in all cases of judgment .against 
him or her, he or she shall pay the costs, ' 

Sec. 4. If either of the offences stated in the last preced- 
ing section of this act shall be commit led by any negro, or 
mulatto, being the slave or servant of any other person, the 
sai(ji negro or mulatto so offending, shall be subject to the same 
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niioois, 
1814. 



proceedings and punishment, under the same conditions as 
are prescribed in the second section of this act, and the owner 
shall either cause said negro or mulatto, to restore any article or 
articles so purchased or received by him or her, or said owner 
shall be liable in default thereof, to the same proceedings as if 
such owner had actually himself or herself bought or received 
the said article or articles contrary to the intention of this law, 

Siiic. '5. In all the above cases and in a!l other cases of inju- 
ries done to the said Indians, it shall be lawful for the Gover- 
nor of the territory or any sub-agent appointed by him, to 
sue or warrant as the case may require, in behalf of any such 
injured Indian. 

Sec. 6. All fines imposed by this law, after deducting 
thereout all necessary expenses, shall be paid by the Governor 
or a sub-agent to the injured Indian or Indians. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of all justices of the peace,- 
sherifis and constables, to aid and assist in the execution of this 
law according to their respective oflBces. 



Miuiuippi, 
1130. 



MISSISSIPPI.— 1880. 

An act to extend the laws of tlie stale of Mississippi , over the persons and 
property of the Indians resident within its limits. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the state of Mississippi in General Assembly convened^ 
That, from and after the passage of this act, all the rights, 
privileges, immunities, and franchises held, claimed or enjoy- 
ed, by those persons called Indians, and their descendants^ 
and which are held by virtue of any form of policy, usage, 
or custom, existing among said persons, not particularly re- 
cognized and established by the common law, or statutes of 
the state of Mississippi, be, and the same are hereby, wholly 
abolished and taken away. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted ^ That all the rights, privi- 
leges, immunities, and franchises, held and enjoyed by free 
white persons, inhabitants of the said state, be, and the same 
are hereby, given, granted, and extended, to the said persons 
called Indians, and their descendants, in as full and ample a 
manner as the same can be done by act of the General As- 
tern bly. 

Slc. 3. Be it further enacted^ That all , the laws, sta- 
tutes, and ordinances, now in force in the said state of Mis- 
sissippi, be, and the same are hereby, declared to have full 
force, power, and operation, over the persons and property of 
and within the territory now occupied by the said Indians. 
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Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That all marriages, matri- MiMiolPj^i, 
monial connexions, or associations, entered into by virtue of ^®^ 
any usa^e.or custom of the said Indians, and by them deemed 
valid, be, and thq same are hereby, declared to be as binding 
and obligatory, as if the same had been solemnized according 
to the laws of this state. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted^ That any person or persons 
who shall assume on him or themselves, and exercise in any 
manner whatever the office of chief, mingo, head man, or 
other post of power established by the tribal statutes, ordinan* 
ces, or customs of the said Indians, and not particularly re- 
cognized by the laws of this state, shall, on conviction upon 
indictment or presentment before a court of competent juris- 
diction, be fined in any sum not exceeding one thousand dol- 
lars, and be imprisoned any time not exceeding twelve 
months, at the discretion of the court before whom conviction 
may be had. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted^ That the boundaries speci- 
fied in an act, entitled '*An act to extend legal process into that 
part of the state, now occupied bjr the Chickasaw and Choc- 
taw tribes of Indians,"* passed February 4, 1829, sliall be so 
construed as to make all legal process returnable as by that 
act required. 



AliABAMA.— 1820. 

An act giving jurisdiction to the courts of certidn counties. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- ^'ij*™*^ 
tives of the state of Jilabama^ in General Assembly con* 
vened^ That the circuit court of Cotaco, shall have jurisdic- 
tion, and the county shall embrace all that tract of country 
lying west of Willstown valley, and belonging to the Chero- 
kee nation of Indians. And the county of St. Clair shall 
embrace all the tract of country belonging to the Cherokee 
nation of Indians, in Willstown valley and east of the same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That the expenses of 
prosecuting and supporting criminals who are prosecuted for 

• Every exertion has been made to obtain a copy of the law here referred 
to, without success. Through the politeness of Mr. Phimmer, the Repre- 
sentative in Congress from the state of Mississippi, the following outline of 
the some has been furnished: 

"The act to extend legiJ process into that part of the state, now occupied 
l>y the Chickasaw an<l Choctaw tribes of Inclians, attaches the two nations to 
the counties adjacent thereto, by descrioed boundaries and lines, and extends 
the C'vil jurisdiction of the courts of the state over all white persons witliin 
thelimits of the territory, in the occupancy of the Indians." 
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AUbama, offences committed on Indian lands, shall be paid out of the 
1W1« contingent i'und, upun a certificate of the Judti^c, n^ade out as 

in cases now provided lor by law. 

Sec. 3. Jindhe itjuriher enacted^ That all acts and parts 
of act?, contravening this act, shall be, and the same are here- 
by repealed. 

1821. 

An act to amend an Act giving jurisdiction to certsdn counties therein named, 
over that part of die Cherckie lands lyiiig within tlio liiuiis of" tiic state 
of Alabama. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Pejyresetifa- 
mi. fives of the state of Alabama^ in Gv feral A.s\srmhiy con-- 

veriedy That the Circuit court of Jiick>on shall hnve j iris- 
diction, and the county shall embrjue all th.^t trart ol rountry 
lying west of Willstown valley, and east of the road leading 
from Ditto's landing on Tennessee river to Blonntsville. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted y Tha' all acts and parts 
of acts, coming within the purview of this act are hereby 
repealed. 

An act to extend the jurisdiction of the state of Alabama orer the Creek 

nation. 

Beit enacted by the Senate ai.d House oj Representa^ 
fives cf the state of Alabama^ in Geuerul Assembly cour 
vened^ That all Ihe territory within the following boundaries, 
to wit: Beginning on the bank of Coosa river, at the mouth 
of Kiamulga creek, anr running thence with Mcintosh's road 
to the Georgia line; thence with the said line, northwardly 
to the boundary line between the Creek and Cherokee nation?; 
thence, westwardly, with the said last named boundary, to 
the mouth of Will's creek, on Coosa; thence, down Coosa, to 
the beginning, shall be added to, and form a part of, the coun- 
ty of St Clair. And all the tertitury in the following 
boundaries, to wit: Beginning at the mouth of Kianiu],:>;a| 
and running thence down the Coosa river to Fort Williams; 
thence, in a direct line, to Miller's bend, on the Chatahou- 
chee; thence, with the boundary line between Alabama and 
Georgia, to where it crosses Mcintosh's r^ad; thence, with 
said road, to the bes^inning, shall be added to, and form apart 
of, the county of Shelby. And all the territory within the 
following boundaries, to wit: Beginning at Fort Williams, 
and running down Coosa river to Wetumpka Falls; thence, 
along the ladian boundary line^ to the road leading from Pen- 
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sacola to Kendall Lewis' old stand, on the Federal road; Alabama, 
thciice, along said road, to the Chatahonclice ri er; juid all ^^^'■ 
territory nortn of the aforesaid line, and not attached to any 
other county, shall belong to, and form a part oi, the county 
of JVIontgomery; and all Indiiin territory lying; soutli of the 
before described hne, shall belong to, and form part of, the 
countv of Pike. 

Skc. 2. Jindhe it furthef enacted^ That the jurisdiction 
of the Circuit courts of the above named counties be, and the 
same is hereby, extended over their respective limits, as 
established in the precedini^ section. 

Sec 3. And he H further emtcied^ That the jurisdiction 
of the Orphans' courts and courts of revenue of the above 
named counties, shall, al'ter the first day of March, one lh:)U- 
sand eight hundred and thirty, be extended over so much of 
their respective limits as now constitutes a part of the Creek 
nation. 

Sbc. 4. And be it further enacted^ That it shall be the 
duty of the court of roads and revenue in the above counties, 
on the first Monday of July next, or shortly thereafter, to 
appoint a suitable person, whose duty it shall be to make an 
accurate census of the Indian population residing in his coun- 
ty, classing them . into separate classes, to wit: Those under 
ten years, over ten and under twenty-one, over twenty-one and 
under forty-five, and those over forty-five, the males and fe- 
males into separate columns, noting the number of mixed blood, 
and also the number oi slaves owned by the Indian population, 
and make return thereof to the clerk of the county court of the 
county, respectively, and to the Secretary of State, as soon as 
practicable. 

Sec. 5. And Ae it further enacted^ That the person so 
appointed shall be entitled to three dollars a day, for the 
length of time that the court of revenue shall certify as neces- 
sary to perform said service; and that the same be a charge 
upon the State Treasury, subject to be reimbursed by such 
new counties as may liereafter be established out of the Creek 
Indian terriforv. 

Stc. 6. And be it further efiacied. That nothing in this 
act shall be so construed 2lh to impose taxation or militia duty ' 

on the Indians, until the same be specially authorized by the 
state legislature. 

Si:c. 7. And be if further enactedj That the sheriffs of 
said counties, for the service of any process in the Creek 
nati II, ^hall be entiih'd to such compensation as the presiding 
judge of the Circuit court, to which such process is returnable, 
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Alabama, shall certify, at the trial, is just and proper; and the same 

^•-^- shall be i:ixed in the bill of cost. 

Skc 8. ^indbe it further enacted j That the Secretary of 
Stale be required forthwith to furnish the agi^nt of the Creek 
Indians, and each of our Senators in Congress^ with a copy of 
this act 



MISSOURI.— 1824. 

An act to restrain intercourse with Indians within tliis state. 

Be it enacted by the General Jissemhly of the state of 
JJjwoari, Missouri^ That any citizen, or other person, who shall at- 
tempt to reside in any town or hunting camp, of any Indian 
tribe, within this state, as a trader, without a license from the 
proper authorized agent of the United States, shall forfeit all 
the merchandize offered for sale to the Indians, or found m 
. his possession; and shall, moreover, be fined, not exceeding 
one hundred dollars, and imprisoned, not exceeding thirty 
days. 

Sec 2. Be it further enacted^ That if any such citizen, 
or other person, shall induce any Indian to come into the 
white settlements, for the purpose of trade, or shall purchase 
or receive of any Indian, in the way of trade or barter, a 
horse, a gun, or other article commonly used in hunting, any 
instrument of husbandry, or cooking utensil, of the kind 
usually obtained by the Indians in their intercourse with the 
white people, or any article of clothing, excepting skins or 
furs, he shall be fined in a sum not exceeding: fifty dollars, and 
be imprisoned, not exceeding thirty days: Provided, That no 
person shall incur the above penalties by trading with any of 
those tribes of Indians, settled on the waters of the Merri- 
mack, in Franklin county, or on the waters of thp St Fran- 
cois river. 

Sec 3. Be it further enacted. That if any person within 
this state, except by permission from the proper authorized 
agent of the United States, shall sell, exchange, furnish, or 
give, to any Indian, any spirituous, vinous, or other strong 
liquor, and shall be convicted thereof, he or she shall forfeit 
and pay a sum not less than thirty nor more than one hundred 
and fifty dollars, or shall be imprisoned, not exceeding thirty 
days, nor less than ten, at the discretion of the court. 

Sfc. 4. Zi^ef/yt/r/Aer^m/c/ecf, That all the offences created 
/ by this act, shall be tried and punished in the circuit courts of 

the counties in which the same may be perpetrated, respec- 
tively^ upon the indictment or presentment of a grand jury; 
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and all 'fines, penalties, and. forfeitures, accruing under this ^i^woi^t 
act, shall be, for the use of the county ia wliich the con vie- ''^' 
tion is had; and the several ju(iges shall give this act in 
chai ge to the grand jury. 

'I'his act shall take effect and be in force from and after the 
passage thereof. 



Ft.ORIDA TERRITORY.— 182T. 

An act to prevent Indians ^rom roaming at large tlirough the Territory. 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council q/'Fiorida, i 
the Territory of Florida, That from and aftur the passage 
of this act, if any male Indian of the years of discretion, 
venture to roam or ramble beyond the boundary lines ol" the 
reservations which have been assigned to the tribe or nation 
to which said Indian belongs, it shall and may be lawful for 
any person or persons to apprehend, seize and take said In- 
dian, and carry him before some justice of the peace, who is 
hereby autliorized, empowered and required to direct (if said 
Indian have not a written permission from the agent to do 
some specific act) not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, at the 
discretion of the justice, on the bare back of said Indian; 
moreover to cause the gun of said Indian (if he has une) to 
be taken from him, and deposited with the colonel of the 
county, or captain oif the district in which said Indian may be 
taken, subject to the order of the superintendent of Indian 
affairs. 

Sc. 2. *^nd be it further enacted^ That no general li- 
cense, to roam or remain out of said limits for the purpose of 
hunting, shall be received by said justice as an excuse for any 
Indian, when found without his assigned limits. 



1831. 



An act regulating our citizens trading with the Indians^ and for other poly- 
poses therein mentioned. 

Whereas, the safety, welfare and tranquillity of the Terri- '^^^ 
tory of Florida, do in a ^reat measure depend on the main- 
taiiiing the good correspondence between the citizens of this 
territory and the Indians in amity with the good people of 
the same: And whereas, many inconveniences have arisen from 
private persons trading with them without licenses: 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Lcgislafive Council of 
the/Jhritory of Florida^ That for the better preventing dis- 
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Florida, J8f I. turbance among the Indians by persons bartering with them 
in Ihe woods, or hunting within their limits, or in an\ other- 
wise trespa-sing on the same, that from and after the first day 
of March next, it shall not be lawful for any person or per- 
sons to sell, barter or exchange with any Indian or Indians, 
any rum, or other stiong liquors, clotliing, arms, animunitioii 
or any thing wholsoever, in the woods, in their hunting 
grounds, or within our settlements, or at any other place, 
other ihan a storehouse, or at stores, or houses licensed for 
that purpose; or shall hunt, or trespass on the lands beyond 
the present boundary line — And every one, so offending as 
aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay, upon legal conviction, before 
any court of this territory having jurisdiction of the same, 
the sum of five hundred dollars, good and law^ful money, one 
half thereof to be p?iid to him, her, or them, who shall sue 
for and prosecute such offenders to conviction, and the other 
half for the use of the territory; and if such offenders shall 
not have suilicicnt effticts whereon to lew such fine, then in 
every such case the ofiTendcr shall suffer corporeal punish ment| 
by whipping, not exceedin": thirty-nine lashes on the bare 
back, to be inflicted, by order of the judge of the court, at 
which such offender shall have been convicted. And the 
Justices of the Peace upon complaint made of any such of- 
fence, are hereby authorized, and required, to bind over the 
offender by recognizance, with sufficient securities, for his 
appearance at the next court having jurisdiction of the same, 
to answer such action, or information as shall then be brought or 
exhibited against him, her ur them, pursuant to this act; and for 
want of sureties, to commit such offenders to the common jaiL 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That from and after the 
first day of March next, if any person or persons whatsoever, 
(other than such as duty take out license, or licensed from the 
proper authority) shall directly, or indirectly, trade or traffic 
with any Indian or Indians, except for the necessary supply 
of provisions, in their passing or repassing to and from the 
nation, or shall presume to erect, or set up any houses, or 
huts on the lar.ds reserved for the Indians, shall be proceeded 
against as before directed. 

Sec. 3. ^/ind be it further enacted^ That all and every 
person or persons, whites, half breeds, Indians, mulattoes, or 
mustigoes, who shall enveigle, steal, or carry away any slave, 
or slaves, or shall hire, aid or counsel any person, or persons 
to inveigle, steal or carry away as aforesaid any such slave or 
slaves, or shall aid any such slave- or slaves in running away 
from his owner or employers' jseryice, or shall give a ticket or 
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pass, whereby such slave shall depart from the service of his Florida, IMii 
or her, said owner, mana;:er« or employer, shall be, and he, 
and they are hereby declared guilty of felony, and being 
thereof convicted, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, or whipping not exceeding thirty-nine 
stripes, or imprisonment not exceeding two \ears. at the r.is- 
cretion of the r»ourt. And so much of the laws now in force 
as n)ilitate against, or contradict this law^ be, and the samt 
are hereby repealed. 



An act to extend the laws over the Indians within the territory of Florida. 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative CoitficilWU 
of the Territi/ry oj Florida^ 1 hat all the laws now in force, 
or which may be^hereafter enacted, of a general and not local 
nature for the government of the people of Florida, shall be 
, taken, held, and construed, to extend, operate, and govern, as 
well within ail settlements of Indians, residiiig -within the 
limits of this territor}', as without such settlements. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That the judges of the 
superior courts of this territory, shall have cognizance of all 
matters of controversy, either in law, or in equity, which 
may arise within any of the said Indian settlements, whether 
the said Indians be parties thereto, or any one or more of 
them, and any citizen or citizens, inhabitant or inhabitants, of 
this territory, in like manner and under the same rules, and 
regulations of practice, as are prescribed in law, for said 
courts, and the rules of evidence shall be the same in cases, 
which may arise under this act, as are at present prescribed 
in law. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enac/eff, That the venue and trial 
in ail cases which may arise under the provisions of this act, 
shall be at the same place or places, (as in other cases in which 
.the inhabitant of the^ respective counties,) in which the said 
Indian settlements may be, as parties are accustomed, or re- 
quired by law, to transact similar business. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That in all cases arising 
under the pi'ovisions of this act, where the matter in contro- 
versy, shall not exceed the sum of one hundred dollars, the 
justices of the peace residing in any county, in which any 
such Indian settlement may be located, shall have like juris- 
diction as is or may be given to them under the laws of this 
territory in other cases. 

Sec. S.~ Be it further enacted, That all marshals, sheriffs, 
constables, and other executive officers, of all and every court 
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APPENDIX. 

Proceedings of the Congress of the Confederation^ relating 

to Indians and Indian Affairs, 

A petition from the committee representing the people in |„ Congress 
that part of Augusta county, in the colony of Virginia, on the June 1,1775, 
west side of the Allegany mountain, was laid before the Con- 
gress and read, intimating " fears of a rupture with the Indians 
on account of lord Dunmore's conduct," and desiring '* com- 
missioners, from the colony of Virginia andprovince of Penn- 
sylvania, to attend a meeting of the Indians at Pittsburg, on be- 
half of these colonies." 

Ordered^ That the above be referred to the delegates of the 
colonies of Virginia and Pennsylvania. 

A number of letters and speeches, from the Stockbridge In-june30 1775« 
dians, were laid before the Congress and read. 

Resolvedy That the committee for Indian affairs do prepare 
proper talks to the several tribes of Indians, for engaging the 
continuance of their friendship to us, and neutrality in our 
present unhappy dispute with Great Britain. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the juiy 12 1775. 
committee on Indian affairs, and the same being gone through, 
was agreed to, as follows : 

That the securing and preserving the friendship of the In- 
dian nations appears to be a subject of the utmost moment to 
these colonies. 

That there is too much reason to apprehend that administra- 
tion will spare no pains to excite the several nations of Indians 
to take up arms against these colonies; and that, it becomes us 
to be very active and vigilant in exerting every prudent meaniS 
to strengthen and confirm the friendly disposition towards these 
colonies, which has long prevailed among the northern tribes, 
and which has been lately manifested by some of those to the 
southward. 

As the Indians depend on the colonists for arms, ammuni- 
tion, and clothing, which are become necessary to their sub- 
sistence, that commissioners be appointed by this Congress to 
superintend Indian affairs in behalf of those colonies. 

That there be three departments of Indians, the northern, 
middle, and southern. The northern to extend so far south as 
to include the whole of the Indians Hnown by the name of th« 
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Id Conmm, Six Nations, and all the Indians northward of thwe nations. 
July 12, 775. rp^^ southern department, to extend so far north as to include 
the Cherokees, and all the Indians that may be to the south- 
ward of them. The middle, to contain the Indian nations that 
lie between the other two departments. 

That five commissionf rs be appointed for the southern de« 
partnient. 

That for each of the other two departments, there be ap- 
pointed three commissioners. 

That the commissioners have power to treat with the Indians, 
in their respective departments, in the name and on behalf of 
the united colonies, in order to preserve peace and friendship 
with the said Indians, and to prevent their taking any part in 
the present commotions. 

That the commissioners for the southern department receive, 
from the continental treasury, the sum of ten thousand dollars; 
the commissioners for the middle and northern department, the 
sum of six thousand six hundred and sixty-six and two-thirds, 
for each of their respective departments, for defraying the ex- 
pense of treaties and presents to the Indians. 

That the commissioners, respectively, have power to take to 
their assistance gentlemen of influence among the Indians in 
whom they can confide, and to appoint agents, residing near or 
among the Indians, to watch the conduct of the superinten- 
dents and their emissaries. ^ 

That in case the commissioners for the respective districts, 
or any one of them in either district, shall have satisfactory 
proof, that the king's superintendents, their deputies or agents, 
or any other person whatsoever, are active in stirring up or in- 
citing the Indians, or any of them, to become inimical to the 
American colonies, such commissioner or commissionei's ought 
to cause such superintendents, or other offender, to be seized 
and kept in safe custody, until order shall be taken thc)*ein by 
a majority of the commissioners of the districts where such 
seizure is made, or by the continental Congress, or a commit- 
tee of said Congress, to whom such seizure, with the causes of 
it^ shall, as soon as possible after, be made known* 

That the commissioners shall exhibit fair accounts,.of theez- ' 
penditure of all moneys by them respectively to be received 
for the purposes aforesaid, to every succeeding continental Con- 
gress, or committee of Congress, togetlier with a general state 
of Indian affairs in their several departments; in order that the 
colonies may be informed, from time to time, of every such 
matter :«s may concern them to know and ayail themselves of, 
for the benefit of the common cause. 
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That as there is a seminary for the inslFuction of Indian '" tJongrem. 
youth, which has been established under the care of doctor"'***^ *^'*^'*' 
Wheelock, on Connecticut river; and as ll)ere are nine or ten 
Indian youths at that school, chiefly from the tribes residing in 
Quebec; and as, for want of a proper fund, there is dano;er tliat 
. these youths may be sent back to their friends, which will 
probably excite jealousy and distrust, and be attended with 
bad consequences, the commissioners for Indian aifairs in the 
northern department be authorized to receive, cut of the con- 
tinental treasury, a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, to 
be applied by them for the .support of said Indian youths. 

Ordered^ That a talk be prepared for the Indian nations^ so JuJv 13, 1775, 
as to suit the Indians in the several departments. 

The commissioners for Indian affairs, in the northern depart- Siptember U, 
ment, transmitted to the Congress the minutes of a treaty, *^'*' 
held with the Six Nations, at Albany, in August; and the 
same were read. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the J^ovctnijer^s, 
committee, on Mr Douw's letter, and the Albany treaty; and ^^* * 
after debate, the first paragraph was postponed, and the re- 
mainder agreed to, as follows: 

The committee to whom it was referred to take into consi- 
deration the letter from Volcken P. Douw, Esq. and the mi- 
nutes of the treaty held with the Indians at Albany, by the 
eommissioners for Indian affairs, in the northern department, 
have examined the same, and come to the following resolutions 
thereupon: 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the Indians be 
assured that this Congress are pleased with their desire that 
the trade should be opened, as formerly, at Albany and Sche- 
nectady; that the Congress will exert their strenuous endeavors 
to procure the goods the Indians may want, and put the trade 
under such wise regulations, as that mutual justice may be 
effected, and that they hope those endeavors will be successfuL 

That General Schuyler be desired to furnish the commis- 
sioners at Albany with some powder, if he can spare it, to be 
distributed among the Indians, who, in the present circum- 
stances, are much distressed by the want of that article. 

That ^e commissioners for transacting Indian affairs in the 
northern department, be desired to obtain from the Mohawk 
Indians, and the corporation of Albany, a state of the contro- 
versy between thenn, concerning the land desired by the for- 
mer, in the late treaty at Albniiy, to be restored to them, and 
report the matter, as it shall appear to them, to the Congress* 
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In Con|rreM, That the Said commissioners be desired at the expense of 
Nov. 23, 1775. ^j^g united colonies, to provide for and entertain the sachems 
and warriors of ihe Six Nations, and other Indians friendly to 
these colonics, their attendants and messeno;ers, with the ac- 
customed hospitality, when they come lo Albany or Schenec- 
tady, to treat, or give intelligence of public affairs, or upon a 
visit, and for this purpose, that seven hundred and fifty dol- 
lars be lodged in the hands of the said commissioners, subject 
to account. 

That the said commissioners be directed to employ two 
blacksmiths, for reasonable salaries, to reside among and work 
for the Indians of the Six Nations. 

That the said commissioners be empowered to employ an 
interpreter, with a salary of two hundred and twenty-two and 
one-fifth dollars by the year, commencing the twelfth day of 
this month, who shall also be allowed his travelling expenses, 
to be settled by the commissioners; and James Deane, if they 
judge him well qualihcd, is recommended to execute this 
ojBce. 

That twenty-three dollars be paid to James Deane, over and 
above the seventy-five dollars advanced him by the commis* 
sioners, for his ))ast services. 

Resolvedy That three members be added to the committee 
on the Albany treaty, and that they be directed to consider of 
a plan for carrying on a trade with the Indians, and to devise 
ways and means for procuring goods proper for that trade. 
^an.97,trrff. The committee to whom the treaty held with the Indians at • 
Albany, and the letter from V. P. Douw, Esquire, were refer- 
red, brought in their rej>ort : whereupon, 

Resolved^ That in order . to preserve the confidence and 
friendship of the Indians, and to prevent their sufiering for 
want of the necessaries of life, a suitable assortment of Indian 
goods, to the amount of forty thousand pounds sterling, be 
imported on account and risk of the united colonies: 

That the said goods, when imported, be divided among the 
different departments, in the following proportions, viz: for 
the northern department, comprehending Canada, thirteen: 
thousand three hundred and thirty-three pounds six shillings 
and eight pence sterling: for the middle department, the like 
value, and the residue for the southern department: 

That in order to pay for the said goods, a quantity of pro- 
duce of these colonies be exported to some foreign European '\ 
market, where it will sell to the best advantage: 
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That the secret committee be empowered to contract with in Congi^pw, 
proper persons for importing said goods^ and for exporting''"'*'*^'*'^^** 
produce to pay for the same. 

That the said goods, when imported, be delivered to the 
commissioners of Indian affairs, for the respective depart- 
ments, or ihcir order, in the proportions beforementioned. 

That the respective commissioners, or such of them as can 
conveniently assemble for that purpose, shall, as the goods 
arrive, fix a price, adding to the first cost interest, the charge 
of insurance, and all other charges, and also a commission not 
exceeding two and a half per cent, on the first cost, for their 
own care and trouble in receiving, storino:, and selling them 
to the Indian traders; but such commissioners as are at the 
same time members of congress^ shall not be burdened with 
this part of the business, nor receive any part of the aforesaid 
commission. 

That no pcnson shall be permitted to trade with the Indians 
without liiiense from one or more of the commissioners of 
each rci^pective depaitment. 

That all traders shall dispose of their goods at such stated 

. reasonable prices as shall be fixed and ascertained by the com- 
missioners, or a majority of such as can conveniently assem- 
ble for that purpose, in each respective department, and shall 
allow the Indians a reasonable price for their skins and furs, 
and lake no unjust advantage of their distress and intempe- 
rance; and to this end they shall, respectively, upon receiving 
their licenses, enter into bond to the commissioners, for the 
use of the united colonies, in such penalty as the acting com- 
missioners or commissioner shall think proper, conditioned 
for the performance of the terms and regulations above pre- 
scribed. 

That to such licensed traders only, the respective commis- 
sioners sl«all deliver the goods, so to be imported, in such 
proportions as they shall judge will best promote a fair trade, 
and relieve the necessities of the Indians. 

Thatjevery trader on receiving the goods, shall pay to the 
commissioners, in hand, the price at which they shall be esti- 
mated; and the commissioners shall, from time to time, as 
the money shall come to their hands, transmit the same to the 
continental treasurers, deducting only the allowance for their 

' trouble as aforesaid. 

f» That the trade with the Indian nations shall be carried on at 

^' such posts and places only, as the commissioners for each 

i department shall respectively appoint. 
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in0.njrre«. That thesc resolutions shall not be construed to prevent or 
J»ih.ii7, irrft jgjjgj. gf,^. private persons from importing goods for the Indian 

trade, under the restrictions expressed in the association. 
Feb 5 irre ^'^® committee to whom the memorial of Samson Occam, 
' ' ' one of the Mohegan Indians, in • onnecticut, was referred, 
broucjht in their report: whereupon, 

I^esai'vedy That a friendly commerce between the people of 
the united colonies and the Indians, and the propagation of 
t!ie p;ospel, auii l!ie cultivation of the civil arts among the lat- 
ter, may produce many and estimable advantages to both; and 
tha^ the commissioners for Indian affuirs be desired to consider 
of proi>er places, in their respective departments, for the resi- 
dence of ministers and schoolmasters, and report the same to 
Congress. 

That the commissioners for Indian affairs in the northera 
department, be desired to inquire of Mr Jacob Fowler, of 
the Montauk tribe of Indiamt^ on Long Island, and Mr. Jo- 
seph Johnson, of the Ivlohegan, upon what terms they will 
reside among the Six Nations of Indians, and instruct them 
in the christian rcligi.^u. 

Resolved^ That Indians be not employed as soldiers in the 
iizsj ' armies of the united colonies, before the tribes to which they 
belong siiall^ in a national council, held in the customary man- 
ner, have consented thereto, nor theu^ without express appro- 
balion of Conj^'ess. 

The committee to whom the report on Indian affairs in the 
J^ ^^» middle dcpnrtment, or any one of them, be desired to employ^ 
for reasonable salaries, a minister of tlie gospel, to reside 
armong the Delaware Indians^ and instruct them in the chris- 
tian relii^ion; a schoolmaster to teach their youth reading, 
writing, and arithmetic; also a blacksmith to do the work of 
the Indians in tiie middle department. 

Resolved^ That tiic commissioners for Indian affaFrs in the 
middle department, be desired to provide, at tlie expense of 
the united colonies, for the entertainment of the sachems and 
warriors of the Indians, and their attendants and messengers, 
with the accustomed hospitality, wlien they come to Pittsburg 
to treat, or give intelligence of public affairs, or upon a visit* 

J^eso/eed, That tiic commissioners for Indian affairs be de- 
sired to acquaint the Indians, in their respective departmentSi 
that congress have formed a plan for importing goods to sup- 
ply their necessities. h 
That the commissioners for Indian affairs be desired to in- .j 
quire and report the cause of the discontent of the Indians il 
In the middle department, what measures may be pursued to . 



restore quiet and harmony, and to use their utmost endeavors, In CoD««n, 
in the mean time, to prevent hostilities. ^^^^ ^> 

That disputes which shall arise between any of the white 
people and the Indians, in their dealings, (if the latter will 
consent,) be determined by arbitrators chosen, one by each of 
the parties, and another by the commissioners for Indian af- 
fairs, or when they are absent, by the agent in the department 
where the Indian party resides. 

jResolved, That no traders ought to go into the Indian ^p^* ^> 
country without license from the agent in the department: and 
that care be tiken by him to prevent exorbitant prices for 
goods being exarted from the Indians. 

Resolved^ That a ton of powder be sent to Mr. G. Mor- 
gan, to be distributed to such Indians as he shall be convinced 
are in our interest. 

Resolved^ That measures be immediately taken to procure 
goods,. to supply the Indians at the treaties ordered to be held 
with them. 

Resolved^ That the Indian goods said to be at fort Pitt, be May ft, iTTff, 
purchased for the use of the united colonies. 

That Indian goods, to the value of ten thousand dollars, be 
purchased at Montreal, for the use of the united colonies. 

That treaties be held with the Indians in the different de- 
partments, as soon as practicable, and that the sum of ten 
thousand dollars be paid out of the treasury, to the commis- 
sioners of each respective department, for presents to the In- 
dians, and the expenses of such treaties. 

Resolved^ That the standing committee for Indians affairs May 11,177*. 
be directed to take measures for carrying into execution the 
resolution of the 6th, for holding a treaty with the Indians in 
the different departments, as soon as practicable. 

That the 20th of July be fixed on for holdins; a treaty at 
Pittsburg, with the Indians in the middle department; and 
that the standing committee be directed to inform the agent, 
and desire him to notify the Indians, and invite them to at- 
tend at the time and place mentioned; and also that the said 
committee inform the commissioners, and desire them to at- 
tend. 

Agreeably to order, the Indians were admitted to an au- May 27, 1776. 
dience; after tht»y withdrew, 

Resolved, That the standinj^ co-pmittre for I/»diin affairs, 
be directed to propane a speech to be deiivered to the Indians, 
and to procure such articles as they judge proper for a present 
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InCongrefB, Resolvedy That the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars be 
^uneil,i77G. pai() the Indian interpreter for his services, and to defray his 
expenses. 

The presents for the Indians being pro"ided, they were 
called in, and the speech agreed to was delivered. 

The presents being delivered,* the Indian chief begged leave 
to give a name to the President; the same being granted, an 
Onondago chiei arose, and saluted the President by the name 
of Karanduaan^ or the Groat Tree, by which name, he in- 
formed him, the President will be known among the Six Na- 
tions. After which the Indians took their leave and with* 
drew. 

Eesolvedj That it be left to the discretion of the commis- 
Aug. 19, 1T76. sioners in the middle department, to postpone the holding the 
treaty with the Indians in their department, to such time an 
they think best; and that, if by continuing at Pittsburg, in 
the mean while, they are of opinion they shall be able to 
bring the Indians into a friendly disposition, and to render the 
treaty more general, they be desired to continue there: 

That the invitation given by the said commissioners, to 
such of the Six Nations of Indians as live on the waters o( the 
Ohio, to attend the said treaty, be approved. 

That the said commissioners be instructed to make diligent 
inquiry into the murder lately committed by Indians in the 
neighborhood of Pitisbur{2:h, on one Crawford, and that as 
soon as they discover by whom the same was committed, they 
demand due punishment on the offender or offenders, which 
being granted, this Congress will not consider the saqie as a 
national act. 

That the said commissioners invite such ,of the Indian 
chiefs and warriors of their department as they think best, to 
visit Congress at Philadelphia, after the conclusion of the 
treaty with them: 

That the following extract from the speech of Logan, an In- 
dian chief, be transmitted to the commissioners for the middle 
department, viz: **We still hear bad news. Conneodico^ and 
some of us, are constaii|l)- threatened: and the Bearskin, a 
trader from Pennsylvania, amongst others, says, a great re- 
ward is offered to any person who will take or entice either of 
us to Pittsburg, where we are to be hanged up like dogs, by 
the Big Knife. This being true, how can we think of what 
is good.'^ That it is true we have no doubt, and you may de^ 
pend on it that the Bearskin told Metopsica every word of 
what I have mentioned " And that they be directed to do 
all in their power to remove every jealousy of the United 
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States, or either of theni) from the minds of the Indians, in iUmt^rex, 
And as it may possibly ha.ppen, that the y^ersons concerned in Aug.i9,lT76. 
the Indian trade, in order to engross to themselves, or to the 
traders of their own state, the whole of the said Indian trade, 
may, by false suggestions, endeavor to poison the minds of the 
said Indians, and render them inimical to any other state, and 
to involve such stiite in an Indian war, that it be therefore 
recommended to the assemblies and conventions of the sever- 
al states, from which trade is carried on with the Indians, that 
they take the most effectual measures to prevent the traders of 
their respective states from pursuing a practice so dangerous to 
the peace of the United States. 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to the inhabitants df the sept. i^, 
frontiers, and to the oflScers at all the posts there, to treat the 1'?'76. 
Indians who behave peaceably and inoffensively, with kind- 
ness and civility, and not to suffer them to be ill used or in- 
sulted. 

As it may be a means of conciliating the friendship of the 
Canadian Indians, or at leist of preventing hostilities from 
them, in some measure to assist the President of Dartmouth 
college, in New Hampshire, in maintaining their youth, who 
are now there under his tuition, and whom the revenues of 
the college are not, at this time, sufficient to sujiport; that for 
this purpose, five hundred dollars be paid to the reverend doc- 
tor Eleazer Wheelock, President of the said college. 

Congress taking into consideration General R. Howe's let- ^^^- ^» ^'^'^'^* 
ter of the 4th September, 1777, to the speaker and assembly 
of the state of Georgia, and another of the 28th of August, to 
the president of Congress, in which he represents the danger 
of an Indian war being provoked, by the wantonness and in- 
discretion of several persons in that state. 

Resolved^ That it be earnestly recommended to the presi- 
dent and assembly of the state *of Georgia, to use their utmost 
exertions to cultivate peace and harmony with the Indian na- 
tions: and to enable them to effect this salutary purpK)se, that 
they forthwith enact laws, inflicting severe penalties on such 
of their inhabitants as may endeavor to provoke a war, which 
may endanger the state of Georgia, and entail great injury 
and expense oh the United States. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from the l^'eb, 2, 1778. 
commissioners for Indian affairs in the northern department, 
together with the papers enclosed, and the opinion of the 
board of war thereon, brought in a report, whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissionerb be instructed to speak to 
the Indians, at the intended treaty at Johnston, in language 
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u Congren, becoming the representatives of free, sovereign, and indepen- 
Fib. a. 1778. ^jgjjt stales, and in such a lone as will convince them that we 
feel ourselves to be so; but whether it will be prudent to in- 
sist upon the Indians taking an active part m behalf of these 
I states, mupt depend upon the temper they shall appear to be 

in; that this particular, therefore, be submitted to the discre- 
tion of the commissioners. 

Resolved J That the commissioners speak and act in such 
manner as they shall think most likely to obtain the friend- 
ship, or, at least, the neutrality of the Indians, and that con- 
gress will supj>ort the commissioners in any measures they 
shall conceive best calculated to answer these ends: 

That the commissioners be authorized to purchase five or six 
hundred blankets, or to order that number to be sent to John- 
ston, irom any of the public stores to the eastward, if lo be 
had there, to be given as presents to the Indians. 

The board of war, to whom was referred the letter of the 
March 4, gOth February, from the committee at camp, having made 
report, the same was taken into consideration: whereupon, 

liesoh)edy That General Washington be empowered, if he 
think it pru lent and proper, to employ in the service of the 
United Slates a body of Indians, not exceeding four hundred; 
and that ii be left to him to pursue such measures as he judges 
best for procuring them, and to employ them, when procured, 
in such way as will annoy the enemy, without sufifering them 
to injure those who are fripnds to the cause of America. 

JRe-solvedj That brigadier M'Intosh be directed to assemble, 
July 9S, 1778. at fort Pitt, as many continental troops and militia as will 
amount to fifteen hundred, and proceed without delay to de- 
stroy such towns of the hostile tribes of Indians as he, in his 
discretion, shall think will most effectually tend to chastise 
and terrify the savages, and to check their ravages on the 
frontiers of these states. 

That it appearing most evidently that the late incursioii at 
Wyoming and the adjacent parts, has been made by the Senc- 
cas and some other tribes of the Six Nations, aided by tories 
and other banditti, from the frontiers of New York, New Jer- 
sey, and Pennsylvania, the expedition meditated against them 
from the northward be forwarded with all possible despatch, 
and that the board of war take the necessary steps for that 
purpose. 

A letter of September 24th, from Andrew Lewis and Thom- 
Dot. 6, 1778. as Lewis, esquires, commissioners at fort Pitt, was read, to- 
gether with their proceedings at the treaty with the chiefs of 
the Delaware nation, and an agreement or confederation enter- 
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ed into betw:een them and the said chiefs, and other papers Tn Congms, 
enclosed: ' Oct. 6, ma. 

Ordered^ That the same be referred to a comniittee of three. 

Resolved^ That twelve blank commissions be transmitted to \pni s, i779. 
tlie commissioners of Indian affairs for the northern depart- 
ment; and that they, or any two of them, be empowered to 
fill them up/ with the names of faithful chiefs of the Oneid^s 
and Tuscaroras, giving them such ranks as the said commis- 
sioners shall judge they merit; the names and ranks to be by 
the commissioners reported to the board of war. 

Resolvedy That the commissioners for Indian affairs in the Mat 17, 1779, 
northern department, be directed to consult General Washing- 
*ton upon all treaties with the Indians, and to govern them- 
selves by such instructions as he shall give them, relative to 
any partial or general treaty of peace to be concluded with 
them. 

A leiter of the 26th, from colonel Broadhead,- at Pittsburg, Wov. 8, 1779. 
was read, informing that some of the inhabitants from Yoghia- 
gany and Ohio counties, had cros^^ed the Ohio, and made small 
improvements on the Indians' land, from the river Muskin- 
gum to fort M'Intosh, and thirty miles up the branches of the 
Ohio river; and that he had ordered the trespassers to be 
apprehended, and the huts lobe destroyed 

Ordered^ That a letter be written to the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, enclosing a copy of colonel Broadhead's letter, and re- 
questing his excellency to endeavor to prevent a repetition of 
the trespasses mentioned in it. 

Congress look into considertio.i the report of the commit- Nov. 27, 
tee, consisting of Mr. Forbes, Mr. Sharpe, JMr. Morris, on a *^^- 
letter of the 1 7th of October last, from major General Schuy- 
ler; and thereupon agreed to the following answer to the said 
letter: 

"Sir: — Notwithstanding the many injuries committed by 
the savages, congress are disposed to peace: the conditions on 
which they insist, are, 

First, .that it shall be supplicated on the part of the enemy; 
secondly, that they shall surrender all the Americans in their 
hands; thirdly, that they shall expel all British agents and 
emissaries; fourthly, that they shall covenant to deliver up 
such as shall hereafter go among them; fifthly, that they shall 
covenant not to take up the hatchet again, under penalty of 
being driven from their country; and sixthly, that they shall 
give hostages for their strict adherance to the promises to be 
by them made.^' 
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Tr ^'^'^zre%n, The board of war, to whom was referred General Schuy- 

Feb. 21, 1789. ](^i<\s letter of the 5th, brought in a report, 'which w:js read; 
whereupon, 

Besolved, That the commissioners of Indian affairs in the 
northern department, be authorized and instructed to take such 
securities from the hostile tribes of Indians, to ensure the 
faithful performance of their engagements with the said com- 
missioners, as so^m moat conducive to the end proposed, in 
lieu of hostages. 

A report from the board of war was read, enclosing ac- 

Jiiiy3i,i78i counts against the Tnited States for the support and tuition of 
three Indian boys at Princeton: whereupon, 

Ordered^ That the same be referred to the board of treasu- 
ry; and that the hoard devise ways and means for furnishing 
colonel George Morgan with the sum of one hundred and 
thirty-seven pounds, currency of New-Jersey, in specie, to 
enable him to pay for the support and tuition of three Indian 
boys, of the Delaware nation, now at Princeton college; for 
which sum colonel Gcoriije Morgan is to be accountable.! 

Report of a The reasons that induced your committee to recommend the 

wD^rl'T^MJy acceptance of this cession,* are, 

1, 178!?,' 1. It clearly appeared to your committee, that all the lands 

belonging to the Six Nations of Indians and their tributaries 
have been, in due form, put under the protection of the crown 
of England, by the said Six Nations^ as appendant to the late 
government of New York, so far as respects jurisdiction only. 

2. That the citizens of the said colony of' New York have 
borne the burden, both as to blood and treasure, of protecting 
and supporting the said Six Nations of Indians and their tri- 
butaries, for upwards of one hundred years last past, as the 
dependents and allies of the said government. 

3. That the cro\yn of England has always considered and 
treated the country of the said Six Nations, and their tributa- 
ries, inhabiting as far as the 45th degree of north latitude, as 
appendant to the government of New York. 

4. That the neighboring colonies of Massachusetts, Connec- 
ticut, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, have also, from 
time to time, by their public acts, recognized and admitted 
the said Six Nations and their tributaries to be^ appendant to 
the government of New York. 

5. That by congress accepting this cession, the jurisdiction 
of the whole western territory, belonging to the Six Nations 
and their tributaries, will be vested in the United States, 
greatly to the advantage of the union. 

* Meaning a cession of land from the state of New York. 



■ 1 

1 



-'« 



APPENDIX. 15 

On thd report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Boudinot, inCorgrw, 
Mr. Duane, and Mr. Williamson, to whom were referred ihe^** ^*"*^^; 
letter of 26th of September, from the commander in chief, 
and the letter of the 21st of September from General Schuyler: 

JResolvedy That the commissioners of Indian affairs for the 
northern department, be instructed to avail themselves of the 
change of temper which is represented to prevail in the 
tribes of Indians under their superintendance, and to devise 
and report to congress the best mean- of securing the said 
tribes against the future intrigues of the enemy. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. Duanc, Mr. Ramsey, Nov. 2, 1782. 
and Mr. Wharton, to whom was referred a letter of the 1st, 
from the secretary of war, report, 

*'That they have had a conference with the two deputies of 
the Catawbii nation of Indians: that their mission respects cer- 
tain tracts of lands reserved* for their use, in the state of South 
Carolina, which they wish may be so secured to their tribe as 
jiot to be intruded into by force, nor alienated even with their 
own consent;'' whereupon, . 

Eesolved^ That it be recommended to the legislature of the 
state of South Carolina, to take such measures for the satisfac- 
tion and security of the said tribe, as the said legislature 
shall, in their wisdom, think fit. 

Resolved^ That the secretary of war take the most effectual May i, \i^s. 
measures to inform the several Indian nations, on the frontiers 
of the United States, that preliminary articles of peace have 
been agreed on, and hostilities have ceased with Great Bri- 
tain, and to communicate to them that the forts within the 
United States, and in possession of the British troops, will 
5peedi1y be evacuated: intimating also, that the United States 
are disposed to enter into friendly treaty with the differ- 
ent tribes; and to inform the hostile Indian nations, that 
unless they immediately cease all hostilities against the citi- 
zens of these states, and accept of these friendly proffers of 
peace, congress will take the most decided measures to com- 
pel them thereto. 

By the United States, in Congress assembled, a Proclamation. 

Whereas, by the ninth of the articles of confederation, it is, September 
among other things, declared, that "the United States in con-^» ^'^^' 
gress assembled have the sole and exclusive right and power 
of regulating the trade, and managing all affairs with the In- 
dians, not members of any of the states; provided that the 
legislative right of any state, within its own limits, be not 
infringed or violated:" and whereas it is essential to the wel- 
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In Consrees, farc of thc United States, as well as necessary for the mainte- 
^ptembci- nance of harmony and friendship with the Indians, not mem- 
' hers of any of the states, thnt all cause of quarrel or complaint 

between them and the Ignited Stales, or any of them* should 
be removed and prevented; therefore the Hnited States in con- 
gress assembled have thous;ht proper to issue their proclama- 
tion, and they do herebv prohibit and forbid all persons from 
making settlements on lands inhabited or claimed by Indians^ 
without the limits or jurisdiction of any particular state, and 
from purchasing or receiving any pift or cession of such lands 
or claims, without the express authority and directions of the 
United States in congress assembled. 

And it is moreover declared, that every such purchase or 
settlement, gift, or cession, not having the authority aforesaid, 
is null and void, and that no right or title will accrue in con- 
sequence of any such purchase, gift, cession, or settlement. 

Done in congress, at Princeton, this 22d day of September, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three, and of our sovereignty and indepjendence the 
eighth. 

Resolved^ That a convention be held with the Indians resid- 
Oet. 16, 1783. ing in the northern and middle departments, who have taken 
up arms against the United States, for the purposes of receiv- 
ing them into the favor and protection of the United States, 
and of establishing boundary lines of property, for separating 
and dividing the settlements of the citizens from the Indian 
villages and hunting grounds, and thereby extinguishing, af 
far as possible, all occasion for future animosities, disquiet, and 
contention. 

And whereas the trade with the Indians ought to be regu- 
lated, and security be given by the traders for the punctual 
observance of such regulations, so that violence, fraud; and in- 
jiistice, towards the Indians, may be guarded against and pre- ' 
vented, and the honor of the federal government an4 the pub- 
lic tranquillity thereby promoted: 

• Resolved, That a committee be appointed, with instructions 
to prepare and report an ordinance for regulating the Indian 
trade, with a clause therein strictly prohibiting all civil atid 
military o£Scers, particularly all commissioners and agents for 
Indian affairs, from trading with the Indiana, or purchasing, 
or being duectly or indirectly concerned in purchasing lands 
from Indians, except only by the express license and authority 
ef the United States in congress assembled. 
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Ifesolved, That the preceding measures of congress relative in «onsiett, 
to Indian affairs, shall not be construed to affect the territorial ^^' **» ^'^ 
claims of any of the states, or their legislative rights within 
their respective limits. 

Besolvedn That it will be wise and necessary, as soon as cir*> 
cumstances shall permit, to erect a distinct of the western ter- 
ritory into a distinct government, as well for ^ing justice to 
the army of the United States, who are entitled to lands as a 
bounty, or in reward of their services, as for the accommoda- 
tion of such as may incline to become purchasers and inhabi- 
tants: and, in the interim, that a committee be appointed to re- 
port a plan, consistent with the principles of the confederation^ 
for connecting with the union, by a temporary government, the 
purchasers and inhabitants of the said district, until their num- 
ber and circumstances shall entitle them to form a permanent 
constitution for themselves, and, as citizens of a free« sovereign^ 
and independant state, to be admitted to a representation in 
the union: provided always, that such constitution shall not be 
incompatible with the republican principles which are the 
basis of the constitutions of the respective states in the union. 

Resolvedy That general Schuyler be, and he is hereby direct- *'*^- *^>l^*' 
ed, to expedite the return of the deputation from the late hos- 
tile tribes of Indians, with information to their constituents^ 
that due notice shall be given them of the time and place where 
congress will hold a meeting, for settling a general treaty with 
the Indian nations, which meeting they may rest satisfied will 
be held as soon as the season and other necessary circumstances 
will permit In the mean time, the Indian tribes may be as- 
sured of the protection of the United States, so long as they 
continue in the peaceable disposition which they now manifest^ 
and which is highly pleasing to congress. 

Resolved^ That the president immediately inform the gentle- Mareh'5, 
men elected commissioners for holding a treaty with the In- '^^* 
dians, of the said election, and that, as it is the wish of con- 
gress that the negotiations should commence as soon as possi- 
ble, the commissioners are desired to meet at New York, on 
the tenth day of April next, to fix upon the times and places 
of holding the treaties with the different nations and tribes of 
Indians, and give them, respectively, the speediest information 
of the time and place determiqpd on, inviting them to meet 
accordingly. . 

Resolvedy That the commissioners appointed to negotiate Msnh, 19, 
with the Indians, shall each be allowed six and a half dollars ^^84. 
per day, for the time they shall be employed in that business^ 

3* 
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In Ongrtis in full for their services and expenses, exclusive of their ex- 

March 19, * penses, at the place or places where the treaties shall be held. 

*^^ On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Jefferson^ 

Mr. Howell, and Mr. Lee, to whom was referred an addition- 
al report on Indian affairs: 

Resolved^ That the superintendent of finance, cause to be 
purchased, a quantity of goods, to be applied in negotiating 
the treaty with the Indians, the amount not to exceed the sum 
of fifteen thousand dollars, including those on hand, according 
to an e^imate, specifying kinds, quantities, and qualities, to 
be furnished by the commissioners for negotiating the treaty. 

Resolved^ Tiiat the commissioners be, and they hereby arc 
authorized and instructed to appoint one or more suitable per- 
son or persons, with such allowance as they may think reason- 
able, to receive the aforesaid goods, to take charge of their 
transportation, to such place or places as may be pointed out 
by the said commissioners, and to attend to the safe keeping 
and issuing, agreeaby to such orders as he or they may receive 
from the said commissioners, all goods committed to his or 
their care, which orders are to be produced as vouchers on the 
settlement of the accounts. And that the super] nteodeot of 
finance furnish to the order of the said commissioners the sums- 
of money necessary for carrying this resolve into execution. 

Resolved^ That the said commissioners be, and they hereby 
are authorized and directed, to make and transmit to congress^ 
from- time to time, estimates of such additional quantities of 
goods, as may be found necessary in the (!Ourse of their nego- 
tiations; in order that proper measures may be taken for pro- 
curing and forwarding the same. 

I 3 17S4 Whereas it is necessary to expedite the holding treaties with 
' tlie Indian nations, which it appears cannot be done but under 

the protection of an armed force; therefore, 

Resolved^ That the secretary in the war office be, and he is 
hereby, directed to order three hundred men, of the militia, 
directed to be raised by the act of this day, to be in readiness 
to march when and to what place or places the commissioners 
for negotiating with the Indians, or any two of them, shall di- 
rect: and that the commanding-officer of the said troops give 
such protection to the commissioners as they, or any two of 
them, shall require; and chat the said secretary give order to 
the different keepers of the public storas, to furnish to the order 
of the commissioners, or any two of them, such tents, mar- 
quees, and other articles; as the said commissioners shall think 
proper. 
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Resolved, That the superintendent of finance take order for rn Congress, 
purchasing and transmitting the articles necessary for the I^-Junes, 1784. 
dian treaties, according to a list hereunto annexed, to such 
places as the commissioners appointed to negotiate with the 
Indians, or any two of them, shall direct. That he furnish 
such additional articles, not exceeding the sum of four thou- 
sand dollars; as the said commissioners shall order; and that he 
contract with such persons as he may think proper, to furnish 
sixty thousand rations for the Indian treaties, at such places as 
the commissioner^, or any two of them, shall direct, together 
with such things as shall be necessary for the expenses of the 
said commissioners during the negotiation. 

Resolved^ That the commissioners for negotiating with the 
Indians, or any two of them, being a majority of those present, 
be empowered to do the business of the com,mission, and to ap- 
point a secretary, messengers, interpreters, storekeepers, and 
such artificers as they may find necessary, and to agree with 
them for their pay, for which they shall draw warrants on thfe 
treasury. ' 

Resolved, That three commissioners, with the same pay as j^iarch i. 
is allowed to the commissioners appointed for treating with the 1785. . 
Dothern Indians, be appointed to treat with the Cherokees and 
all other Indians southward of them, within the limits of the 
United States, or who have been at war with them, for the pur- 
pose of making peace with them, receiving them into the 
favor and protection of the United States, and removing as 
far as may be, all causes of future contention or quarrels. 

That the commissioners be instructed, as a preliminary, to 
require that all prisoners, of whatever age or sex, among the 
Indians, shall be delivered up, and they are further instructed 
to demand the negroes and other property, belonging to the 
citizens of the United States, which have been captured dur- 
ing the war. 

That they be instructed to inforhi the Inflians of the great 
occurrences of the last war, and of the extent of country re- 
linquished by the late treaty of peace with Great Britain. 

That the commissioners, previous to their holding any treaty, 
shall give due notice of the time and place where it is to be 
held, to the supreme executives of Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolinia, and Georgia; in order that they may, each of 
them, appoint one or more persons to attend during the treaty^ 
if they think proper. 

That the commissioners be instructed to encourage the Indi- 
ans to give notice to Congress, or some of their officers, of any 
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Id Congress, designs th«t may be formed in any neighboring tribO) or by 
^gK^ '*' any person whatever, against the peace of the United States. 

That the commissioners be authorized to apply to the su- 
preme executive of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolinay 
or Georgia, for one hundred and fifty men, or such part there- 
of as they may deem necessary, of their militia, for the pur- 
pose of protecting the commissioners whilst engaged in coq« 
eluding the said treaties; and that they be authorized to draw 
on any of the said states for a sum not exceeding nine thou- 
sand dollars, to discharge the expense of holding the treaties^ 
including the pay of the commissioners and the pay and sub- 
sistence of the guard for the commissioners: and a sum not ex- 
ceeding four thousand dollars, to be expended in making pre- 
sents to the Indians; and that the said states have credit for 
such advance out of the requisitions for the year 1786. 

Resolvedy That in order to give greater security to the fron- 
March 18, tier settlement, and establish a boundary line between the 
1785. United States and the Pattawatima, Twightwees, Piankeshaw, 

and other western nations, a treaty be held with the said Indi- 
ans at Post Vincent, on the Wabash river, on the 20th day of 
June, 1785, or at such other time or place as the commission- 
ers may find more convenient. 

That 18,429 pounds weight of beef, 21,047 pounds of floor, 
and salt in proportion, in addition to the rations now in use at 
fort Mcintosh, will be necessary for the said treaty; and that 
the commissioners of the treasury take order to furnish the 
same, by contract. 

That the commissioners for holding the aforesaid treaty, pur- 
chase and cause to be transported, such goods as they may 
judge necessary, in addition to the goods in store at fort Mcin- 
tosh, to an amount not exceeding three thousand dollars, and 
that they be empowered to draw, out of the public magazines, 
if they think pcoper, such a quantity of powder as they may 
find nece!»sary for the purpose of the treaty. 

That the commissioners of the treaty take order to advance 
to the commissioners aforesaid, the sum of three thousand dol- 
lars, for which they are to account, in addition to the amount 
of the goods to be purchased as aforesaid. 

That the troops at the western posts, or so many of them as 
may be required, be subject to the order of the aforesaid com- 
missioners for holding the treaty, during the time of the said 
treaty. 

Sesolvedy That the commissioners instructed to hold a trea- 

aaap6,1785, ty under the resolutions of the ISth of March last, with the 

western tribes of Indians, at Post St. Vincent, on the ;8Uth 
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day of June) for the purpose of obtaining from them a ces-^» CongreM, 
«ion of lands, be, and they are hereby uuihorized and directed, ^^ * 
to avail themselves of the disposition of the Indians, and the 
funds committed to their charge, to make such cession as 
extensive and liberal as possiblov • 

1. Besolved, That the commissioners instructed to hold a Jane 15> 17^. 
treaty, under the resolutions of the 18th March last, with the 
western tribes of Indians, for the purpose of obtaining from 

them a cession of lands, be, and they are hereby authorized 
and directed to avail themselves of the disposition of the In- 
dians; and the funds committed to their charge, to make such 
eession as extensive and liberal as possible. 

2. That the board of treasury take order for the purchase 
of goods, in addition to those on hand at fort M'Intosh, and 
those ordered to be purchased by the resolutions of the 18th 
March last, for the purpjse of carrying the said treaty fully 
into effect, to an amount not exceeding three thousand dollars. 

3. That the board of treasury take order for the purchase 
•f provisions and other stores, for the support of the commis-. 
sioners and others necessarily attending the treaty, to an 
amount not exceeding two thousand dollars. 

4. That the board of treasury take order to answer the 
drafts of the commissioners of the treaty, for the pay of 
the officers, messengers, interpreters, and artificers, in a sum 
not exceeding two thousai^d dollars. 

5. That the board of treasury take order for contracting, 
upon the best terms they can« for the transportation of the 
said goods to the place at which the treaty may be held, or 
such other places as the commissioners may think proper; and 
also for the transportation of the troops and their baggage, 
which may be necessarily employed in attending the said 
treaty. * 

6. That the commissioners be, and they are hereby autho- 
rized, to make rules and regulations for the^ management of 
the treaty, and the government of all those who attend it. 

7. That they endeavor to obtam from the inhabitants of 
Kaskaskies, St. Vincents, and others, a statement of their 
rights to lands within the said country, guaranteed to them by 
congress, in their acceptance of the Virginia cession, with the 
origin and extent thereot, and report the same. That they 
also administer to the said inhabitants, the following oath of 

* allegiance: /, , solemnly do swear (or affirm) that I 

will be true and faithful to the United States of •America; 
that I renounce all allegiance and dependenre upon any 
foreign prince or potentate whatsoever; dnd that I willy cr* 
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In Congrctf, becomcs u f(Ood citizen^ as far as in me lies, proieci and 
1783 ^*' defend the said United Slates from all attacks and invasions 
from other powers. 

8. That they prohibit the settlement of all persons, not 
properly authorized for that purpose, upon the un^ppro- 
priated lands of the United States, and that they cause to be 
circulated in the said country the following proclamation: 

Whereas it hath been represented to the United States in 
congress assembled, that several disorderly persons have cross- 
ed the river Ohio, and settled upon their unappropriated lands;, 
and whereas it is their intentio.i, as soon as it shall be sar- 
Teyed, to open offices for the sale of a considerable part there- 
of, in such proportions, and under such other regulations, as 
mav suit the convenience of all the citizens of the said states, 
and others who may wish to become purchasers of the same; 
and as such conduct tends to defeat the object which they have 
in view, is in direct opposition to the ordinances and resolu- 
tions of congress, and highly disrespectful to the federal 
authority, they have therefore thought fit, and do hereby issue 
this their proclamation, strictly forbidding all sueh unwarraat- 
able intrusions, and enjoining all those who have settled there- 
on, to depart, with their families and effects, without loss of 
time, as they shall answer the same at their peril. 

That the secretary of war be, and he is hereby directed, to 
order the troops in the service of the United States to be in 
readiness to march at such time, and to such place or places, 
as the said commissioners, or aoy two of them, shall direct 

That the fourth of the instructions given on the 15th of 
October, I7S3, to the commissioners for negotiating with the 
. Indians, be, and it is hereby repealed. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Hardy, 
June 29, 1785. Mr. Howell, Mr. J. Henry, Mr. King, and Mr. Grsysoo, to 
whom was referred a motion of Mr. King. 

JResolved, That the commissioners for nc^tiating a treaty 
with the western tribes of Indians, under the resolutions of 
the 18th of March last* and of the 15th of June instant, be, 
and they are hereby directed, to hold the said treaty oo the 
western banks of the Ohio, at the rapids, or at the mouth of 
the Great Miami. 

That the secretary of war detach one company of infantry, 
from the troops in the service of the United States, to attend 
the said commissioners to, at, and from, the place where the 
treaty aforesaid shall be held, and to be subject to the orders 
of the said commissioners, and that so much of the act of the 
1 5th instant, as directs the scretary of war to order the tropps 
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in the service of the United States to be in readiness to attend (n Confp^n 
the said commissioners, and so much of the said act as requires Ju»e 29, 17C 
the commissioners to obtain from the inhabitants of Kaskas- 
kies, St. Vincents, and others, a statement of their rights to 
lands, and to administer an oath to the said inhabitants, be, and 
are hereby repealed. 

jResolvedf That it be, and hereby is,, recommended to the 
commonwealth of Virginia, on the request of the said com- 
missioners, to furnish such numbers of the militia of that state, 
not exceeding one hundred and jfifty men, from the counties 
within the state most convenient to the place wher^ the eaid 
treaty is to be held, as will give full protection to all persons 
attending the same: provided, the company of infantry afore-' 
said shall be found to be insufficient for that purpose. 

On the report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Monroe, j^j ^^ \r 
Mr. Johnson, Mr. King, Mr. Kean and Mr. Pinckney, to 
whom were referred the treaties made with the Indians: 

Whereas it is unnecessary to continue the commissions long- 
er in force, whicH were granted for the purpose of treating 
with the Indians in the northern, middle, and southern depart- 
ments, as the future connexion ^d intercourse with the seve- 
ral Indian nations may, at a lessexpense, be maintained by a 
proper organization of the Indian department; therefore, 

Resolved, That the several commissions of the 17th May, 
and 22d September, 1785, be, and they are hereby revoked. 

An ordinance for the regulation of Indian afFiurs. 

Whereas the safety and tranquillity of the frontiers of the Aug. 7, 17 
United States do, in some measure, depend on the maintaining . 
a good correspondence between their citizens and the several 
nations of Indiaps, in amity with them: and whereas the 
United States in congress assembled, under the ninth of the ar- 
ticles of confederation and perpetual union, have the sole and 
exclusive right and power of regulating the trade, and manag- 
ing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the 
states; provided, that the legislative right of any state^ within 
its own limits, be not infringed or violated: 

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled. 
That from and after the passing of this ordinance, the Indian 
department be divided into two districts, viz: The southern, 
which shall comprehend within its limits all the nations in the 
territory of the United States, who reside southward of the 
river Ohio; and the northern, which shall comprehend all the 
other Indian nations within the said territory, and westward 
ef Hudson riyer: provided^ that all councils, treaties^ commu- 
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loGongms, nicatioDS, and official transactioDS, between tlie surperintedent 
Aug. 7, 1780. hereafter mentioned for the northern district, and the Indian 
nations, be held, transacted, and done, at the outpost occupied 
by the troops of the United States, in the said district. . That 
a superintendent be appointed for each of the said districts^ 
who shall continue in office for two years, unless sooner re- 
moved by congress, and shall reside within, or as near the 
district for which he shall be so appointed, as may be conve- 
nient for the manag^menl of its concerns. The said superin* 
tcLdents shall attend to the execution of such reguhtions as 
congress shall, from time to time, establish respecting Indias 
affairs. The superintendent for the northern district shall 
have authority to appoint two deputies, to reside in such pla- 
ces as shall best facilitate the regulations of the Indian trade^ 
and to remove them for misbehaviour. There shall be com- 
munications of all matters relative to the business of the In- 
dian department, kept up between the said superintendents, 
who shall regularly correspond with the secretary of war, 
through whom all com rptini cations respecting the Indian de- 
partment shall be made to congress; and the superintendents 
are hereby directed to obey all instructions which they shall, 
from time to time, receive from the said secretary of war. 
And whenever they shall have reason to suspect any tribe or 
tribes of Indians of hostile intentions, they shall communi- 
cate the same to the executive of the state or states whose ter- 
ritories are subject to the effect of such hostilities. AU stores, 
provisions or other property, which congress may think ne- 
cessary for presents to the Indians, shall be in the custody and 
under the care of the said superintendents, who shall render 
an annual account of the expenditures of the same to the 
board of treasury. 

And be it further ordained. That none but citizens of the 
United States shall be suffered to reside among the Indian na- 
tions, or be allowed to trade with any nation of Indians withiq 
the territory of the United States. That no person, ciiizea 
or other, under the penalty of five hundred dollars, shall re- 
side among or trade with any Indian, or Indian nation, with- 
in the territory of the United States, without a license for that 
pvirpose first obtained from the superintendent of the district, 
or one of the deputies, who are hereby directed to give such 
license to every person who shall produce* from the supreme 
executive of any state, a certificate, under the seal of the state, 
that he is of good character, and suitably qualified and provid- 
ed for that employment; for which license he shall pay the 
sum of fifty dollars to the said superintendent, for the use of 



the United States. That no license to trade with, the Indians Im Oongr 
shall be in force for a longer term than one year, nor shall per- ^"^•''*^ 
xnits or passports be granted to any other persons than citizens of 
the United States, to travel through the Indian nations, with- 
out their having previously nriade their business known to the 
superintendent of the district, and received his special appro* 
bat ion. That previous to any person or persons obtaining a 
license to trade as aforesaid, he or they shall give bond, ia 
three thousand dollars, to the superintendent of the distnct, for 
the use of the United States, for his or their strict adherence 
to, and observance of, such rules and regulations as congress 
may, from time to time, establiiih for the government of the 
Indian trade. All sums to be received by the said superin- 
tendents, either for licenses or fine5, shall be annually account* 
ed for by them, with the board of treasury. 

And be it further ordained. That the said superintendents^ 
and the deputies, ^hall not be ent>;aged either directly or indi- ' 
rectly, in trade with the Indians, on^pain of forfeiting their of- 
fices: and each of 'the superintendents shall take the following 
oath, previous to his entering on the duties of his appoint* 
anent: '*/, A B, c^o swear ^ that I will well and faithfully 
set^vt the Ui'.ited States in the office of superintendent of 

Indian affitirs^ for the district; that I will care-' 

fully attend to all such orders and instructions as I shall 
from time to time^ receive from the United States in CoU" 
gress assembled^ or the secretary oj war; that I will not be 
concerned^ either directly or indirectly^ in trade with the Inr 
dians^ and that in all thinns belonf(inf( to my said office^ 
during my continuance therein^ I will faithfully ^ Justly, 
ana truly ^ accoriHng to the best of my skill and judgment^ 
do equal and impartial justice^ unt hunt frauds favor ^ or of 
fectian,^^ And the superintendent for the northern district 
shall administer to his deputies the following oath, before they 
proceed on the duties of their office: ^^7, A ^% do swear p 
that I unit well and faithfully serve the United States^ in 
the office qf deputy superintendent of Indian affairs^ in 
the northern district; that I will carefully attend to all 
such orders and instructions as I shalL from time to time, 
receive from the United States in Congress 'assembled^ t he- 
secretary of wary or the superintendent of the district 
aforesaidy and that in all things belonging to my said of-^ 
ficcy during my continuance therein^ I will faithfully ^ 
justly y and truly, according to the best of my skill and 
judgment, do equal and impartial Justice^ without fraud, 
favor, or affection.^' And the said ^uperlnteodentS; iui 
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In thoffem, deputy sup^riotendents, shall each of them give bo&d wiUt 
Aug. 1, i7tfb surety to the board of treasury, in trust for the United State»i 
the superintendents, each» in tlie sum of six thousand doUarSj 
and the deputy superintendents, each, in the sum of three 
thousand dollars, for the faithful discharge of the duties of 
their office. 

And, it is further ordained, That all fines and forfeitureSs 
which may be incurred by contravening this ordinance, shall 
be sued for, and recovered before any coyrt of record withiii 
the United Stat'es, the one moiety thereof to the use of him 
or them who may prosecute therefor, and the other moiety to 
the use of the tJnited States. And the said superintendents 
shall have power, and hereby are authorized, by foroe, to ne« 
strain therefrom all persons who shall attempt an iptercourM 
with the said Indians, without a license therefor obtained m 
aforesaid. 

And be it further ordained, That in all cases wherei transac- 
tions with any nation or tribe of Indians, shall become necesh 
sary to the purposes of this ordinance, which cannot be doai 
without interfering with the legislative rights of a state^^ tto 
auperintendent in whose district the same shall bappea, ahaU 
act in conjunction with the authority of such state. 

Done by the United States in congress assembled^ this 11^ 
venth day of August, A. D. one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-six, &c. 

Sesohed, That the oaths required of the superiotendentaof 
Oet. e, 17I6« Indian a£fairs, bo ^ken' before any one of the judges of the an* 
preme court in any of the United States. 

BesQlved, That congress approve the measures taken by the 
July is, irsf. secretary of war, with respect to the Indian chiefs of the Che- 
rokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw tribes, on their late visit to 
the seat of congress, and that the expenses attending the same 
be allowed. 

Resolvedj That all commuaications to the United States in 
congress, from the Indian tribes, ought to be made througb 
the superintendents of Indian afiairs. . >• 

Besolvedf That if any trader or other peraon shall, without 
t^e authority qf the said superintendents, undeiiake to conduct 
any Indian or Indians to the seat of congress, he shaU be re^ 
qponaible for all expenses which may attend the same and fur- 
ther, that where the person so acting as a conductor, shall be a 
trader, his license to trade with the said Indians shall bei ume 

forfeited, and the 3ame 8hall> at oo time thereafter; be te^ 
Mwed. 
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Sesoltfedf That the superintendents of Indian affairs be in- inOtm 
sftructed to make public the foregoing resolutioas, and to go-*'^)^ " 
tettk tliemselves accordingly. 

Itesoivedj That the superintendent of Indian affairs for the July fit 
northern department, and in case he be unable to attend, then 
colonel Josiah Harmer, immediately proceed to Post St Vii^ 
cents, or some other place more convenient, in his opinion, fot 
holding a treaty with the Wabash Indians, the Shawanees, and 
other hostile tribes; that he inform those Indians that Con- 
gress is sincerely disposed to promote peace and friendship 
between their citizens and the Indians; that to this end, he ilt 
Bent to invite them, in a friendly manner, to a treaty with the 
United States, to hear their complaints, to know the truths 
and the causes of their quarrels with those frontier settlers; 
and having invited those Indians to the treaty, he shall make 
strict inquiry into the causes of their uneasiness and hostile 
proceedings, and form a treaty of peace with thetd, if it can 
be done on terms consistent with the honor and dignity of the 
United States. 

Resolved^ That a general treaty be held with the tribes of ^*- *i 
Indians within the limits of the United States, inhabiting the 
country northwest of the Ohio, and about lake Erie, as soon 
after the first of April next as conveniently may be, and at 
such place, and at such particular time, as the Governor of the 
western territory shall appoint, for the purposes of knowing 
the causes of uneasiness among the said tribes, and liearing: 
their complaints; of regulating trade, and amicably settling aU 
affairs concerning lands and boundaries between them and the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. King, seconded by Mr. Eean, 

Resolved J That twenty thousand dollars be, and hereby are Oct. is 
appropriated, for the purpose of Indian treaties, whenever thai 
same shall be hereafter judged necessary by a majority of the 
United States in Congress assembled, and that the resolutions 
for holding a general treaty with the Indians, passed the fifth 
of the present month, be, and they are hereby repealed. 

Sesolvedf That the Governor of the western territory be, Oct. 3t 
and he is hereby empowered, to hold a general treaty with thck 
adjacent Indian tribes, in the ensuing spring, if, in his jud^ 
ment, the public good requires it, and that he be authorize 
to draw for such sums of the money appropriated by the re- 
solve of Congress of the 19th instant, as may be necessary te 
effect this object, not exceeding, in the whole^ the sum of four-* 
teen thousand dollars. 
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Iq O^pMiy Iteso/vedf That the executive, or the legislature, if they be 
9t^.m,vm»ii^ sessioD, in the states of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Greorgia, be, and they are hereby authorized to appoint, 
each of them, one comnoLssioner; who shall, in conjunction 
with the super intendenft of Indian affairs for the southern 
department, or in his absence, by themselves, negotiate a trea- 
try for the establishing peace between the United States and 
the tribes of Indians in the southern department; and any 
two of the commissioners to be appointed as aforesaid, in con- 
junction with the superintendent, or in case of the absence of 
the superintendent, any two of the said commissioners agree- 
ing, their decision shall be final and conclusive; and that the 
said commissioners shall each be allowed five dollars a day, 
for the time they shall he employed in that business, in full 
for their services and expenses, exclusive of their expenses at 
the place or places where the treaties shall be held. 

That the sum of six thousand dollars, beinga part of the sum 
appropriated by the resolution of the twelfth of the present 
mctith, for holding Indian treaties, in addition to the goods in 
the hands of the former, commissioners for holding a treaty 
with the southern Indians, be applied to holding the said 
treaty, at such time and such places as shall be appointed by 
the superintendent of Indian affairs for the southern depart- 
ment, in conjunction with the executive of the state of North 
Carolina, for the treaty with the Cherokees, and with the ex- 
ecutive of Georgia, for that with the Creek nation; or, in case 
of the abseijce of the superintendent, then the time nnd place 
to be appointed by the executive of each state, in manner 
aforesaid. The aforesaid sum to be in full for all charges, of 
whatsoever nature they may be, relative to the said treaty, 
including the pay of the commissioners and militia: and that 
the states of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia* be 
called on to furnish the aforesaid sum, in equal proportions, 
to be credited on requisitions of Congress. 

That the comniissioners aforesaid be, and they hereby are 
authorized, to apply to the states of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia, for any number of men, not exceeding 
one hundred of their militia, for the purpose of guarding and 
pro t'cting the stores and goods necessary for carrying on the 
«aid treaty. 

Jiesolved^ That if, under the authority given the 22d day 
of the present month, to the Governor of the territory of the 
United States northwest of the river Ohio, he shall think it 
•xpedient to hold a treaty with the Indian tribes in the north- 
ern department, he shall apply to the commanding officer of 
Ae troops of the United States^ for such a number of men as 
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Ee may deem proper for guarding and protecting the stores in Co«g 
and goQds necessary forhoHing the said treaty; and the com-^^-**» 
manding officer of the troops of the United States shall cause 
the said number of men to be marched to such place, and at 
aucti time, as shall be directed by the Governor. 

Whereas it is represented to Congress, by the delegates of Juij is, 
the aitate ot Georgia, that the pt incipal parts of the frontiers 
of that state have been for several years past invaded, and 
kept in a state, of alarm by the (^reek Indians: that the fi^.ht- 
ing men of that nation, supposed te amount to not less than 
six thousand, have been so far instigated by refugees and fugi- 
tive traders, who had formerly escaped from the state.^ and 
taken refuge among them, as to keep up constant and bloody 
incursions on the different parts of that frontier, and that the 
settlements of four of the e^erior counties are almost entirely 
broken up: 

Resolved^ That the superintendent and commissioners for 
the southern department be instructed, if they shall find it 
necessary, to notify to the said Indians, that should they per- 
sist in refusing to enter into a treaty upon reasonable terms, 
the arms of the United States shall be called forth for the pro- 
tection of that frontier. 

Ordered^ That the secretary of war, report to Congress a 
plan for carrying into effect the purposes specified in the pro- 
ceeding resolve, as nearly as may be, upon the principles of 
the resolution of the 21st of July last, for the protection of 
the frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

> A Proclamation. 

Whereas the United States in Congress assembled, by their Sept.], 
commissioners duly appointed and authorized, did, on the 
twenty-eighth day of November, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-five, at Hopewell, on the Keowee, conclude arti- 
cles of a treaty with all the Cherokecs, and among other 
things stipulated and engaged by article fourth, '*that the 
boundary allotted to the Chrrokees for their hunting grounds, 
between the said Indians and the citizens of the United States, 
within the limits of the United States of America, is and shall 
be the foilowing, viz: Beginning at the mouth of Duck river 
on the Tennessee; thence running north-east to the ridge 
dividing the waters running into Cumberland from those run- 
ning in.o the Tennessee; thence eastwardly along the said 
ridge, to a north-east line to b* rnn, which shall strike the 
river Cumberland forty -five u:iles above Nashville; thence 
along the said line to the river^ thence up the said riyer to 
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j^^'^y*". the ford, where the Kentuckj road crosses the river; thence^ 
sept. .178 . ^^ CampbelFs line, near to Cumberland Gap; thence to the 
mouth of Claud's creek on Holston; thence to the Chim" 
nej-top mountain; thence to Canp creek, near the mouth of 
Big Limestone, on Nolichuckey; thence a southerly course, 
six miles to a mountain; thence south to the North Carolina 
line; thence to the South Carolina Indian boundary, and alofw 
the same southwest, over the top of the Oconee mountain, tiu 
It shall strike Tugalo river; thence a direct line to the top of 
the Currahee mountain; thence to the head of the south fork 
of the Oconee river." And by article fifth, that *<if any citi- 
zen of the United States, or other person, Qot being an Indian^ 
should attempt to settle on aay of the lands westwaid or 
southward of the said boundary, which were allotted to the 
Indians for their hunting grounds,^ or havitig settled previously 
to concluding the said treaty, and not removing from the same 
within six months after thie ratification of Uie said treaty, 
such person should forfeit the protection of the United States, 
and that the Indians might punish him, or not, as they please; 
provided, that the said fifth article should not extend to the 
people settled between the fork of French Broad and Hobton 
rivers, whose particular situation should be transmitted to the 
United States in Congress assembled, for their decision there- 
on, which the Indians agreed to abide by.'^ And whereas it 
has been represented to Congress, that several disorderly per- 
sons settled on the frontiers of North Carolina, in the vicinity 
of Chota, have, in open violation of the said treaty, made 
intrusions upon the said Indian hunting grounds, and commit- 
ted many unprovoked outrages upon the said Cherokees, who, 
by the said treaty, have put themselves under the protection 
of the United States, which proceedings are highly injurious 
and disrespectful to the authority of the union, and it being 
the firm determination of Congress to protect the said Chero- 
kees in their rights, according to the true intent and meaning 
of the said treaty; the United States in Congress assembled 
have therefore thought fit to issue, and they do hereby issue, 
this their proclamation, strictly forbidding all such unwarrant- 
able intrusions, and hostile proceedings against the said Chero- 
kees; and enjoining all those who have settled u[K>n the said 
hunting grounds of the said Cherokees, todepart, with their 
families and effects, without loss of time, as they shall answer 
their dis3bedience to the injunctions and prohibitions express- 
ed in this resolution at their peril: provided, that this proclama- 
tion shall not be construed as requiring the removal of the peo-* 
pie settled between the fork of French Broad and Holston rivers, 
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referred to in the said treaty: providedyalso, that nothing eon- in CorigreM, ' 
tained in this proclamatipn shall be considered as affecting the ^^P^* ^» ^'^ 
territorial claims of the stat^ of North Carolina. Done^ &c. 

JResolved, That the secretary of war be, and he is hereby 
directed, to have a sufficient number of the troops in the ser- 
vice of the United States, in readiness to march from the 
Ohio, to the protection of the Cherokees, whenever Congress 
shall direct the same; and that he take measures for obtaining 
information of the best routes for troops to march from the 
Ohio to Chota; and for dispersing ameng all the white inhabi- 
tants settled upon, or in the vicinity of, the hunting grounds '^ 
secured to the Cherokees, by the treaty concluded between 
them and the United. States, November 26y 1785, the procla- 
mation of Congress of this date. 
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RELATING TO INDIANS AND INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

An act to make provision relative to rations for Indians, and to their visits to 

the seat of Government. 

Sec. 1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Sep' .,^^ 
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress thurizeil to 
assembled, That the President of the Uuited States shall b« cause rations 
and hereby is, authorized and empowered to cause such ra- {^^y^j^ *^ 
tions as he shall judge proper, and as can be spared from the 
army provisions without injury to the service, to be issued, 
under such regulations as he shall think fit to establish, to In- 
dians who may visit the military posts of -Ihe United States 
on the frontiers, or within their respective nations. 

Sec. 2. Jind be it further enact edj That the President of I'he l^r^ri^MH 
of the United States shall be, and hereby is, further authorized *'"'*^^!^|J^ 
and empowered to cause to be defrayed, on the part of the ^t* visits ofvin-i^ 
United States, the reasonable expenses of such Indians as may ^""■' 
from time to time, visit the seat of Government thereof, for 
'their journeys to, stay at, and return from the same; and also 
to cause to be given to such Indians, during their stay as afore- 
-said, such presents as he shall judge necessary. 

Sec. 3. •dnd be if further enacted^ That a separate ac- A separaie 
count of all rations issued, and expenses defrayed, as aforesaid, ^^^ &o*^ 
and of the expenditures occasioned by such presents, as are be kept 
aforesaid, shall be kept at the Department of War. 

•Approved f May 13M, 1800. A 
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An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to pre- 
serve peace on the frontiers. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bep* 
resentative of the United States of America in Congress 
mssembledy That the following boundary line, established by Boandaiyliaft 
treaty between the United States and various Indian tribes, between the 
shall be clearly ascertained, and distinctly marked in all such and* vaijoSf** 
places as the President of the United States shall deem neces- Indian ujbefr 
sary, and in such manner as he shall direct, to wit: Beginning 
at the mouth of the Cayahoga river, on lake Erie, and nm* 
ning thence, up the same, to the portage between that and the 
Tuscaroras branch of the Muskingum; thence down that • 
Wanch to the crossing place abore Fert ItawreBce; theoee; 
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westwardly to a fork of that branch of the Great Miami river 
ronning itito the Ohio; at or near vrhich fork stood Laronnie's 
gtorcy and where commences the portage, between the Miami 
of the Ohio and St. Mary's river, which is a branch of the 
Miami, which runs into lake Erie; thence a westwardiy 
course to Fort Recovery, which stands on a branch of the 
Wabash; thence southwestwardly, in a direct line to the Ohio, 
no as to intersect that river opposite the mouth of Kentucky 
•%e|ihe ti«i- or Cuttawa river;* thence, down the said river Ohio, to the 
Ste^of "Sw ' ^**^^ ^ ^^^ hundred and fifty thousand acres, near the rapids 
M Aug. 1795. of the Ohio, which has been assigned to General Clarke, for 
the use of himself and his warriors; thence around the said 
tract, on the line of the said tract, till it shall again intersect 
the said river Ohio; thence down the same, to a point oppo- 
site the high lands, or ridge between the mouth of the Cum- 
berland and Tennessee rivers; thence, southeastwardly, oa 
the said ridge, to a point from whence a southwest line will 
fSteUietrea strike the mouth of Duck river;t thence, still eastwardly, on 
^^2*^ of ^® ^^^ ridge, to a point forty miles above Nashville; thence^ 
lOthJan. northeast to Cumberland river; thence up the said river, to 
ir86» where the Kentucky road ciosses the same; thence, to the 

Cttthberland mountain, at the point of Campbell's line; thence, 
in a southwestwardly direction, along the foot of the Cumber-- 
land mountain, to Emory's river; thence, down the same, to 
its junction with the river Clinch; thence, down the river 
Clinch to Hawkins's line; thence, along the same to a white 
.Oak, marked one mile tree; thence south fifty-one degrees 
west, three htmdred and twenty-eight chains, to a large ash 
tree on the bank of the river Tennessee, one mile below 
Southwest Point; thence, up the northeast margin of the ri- 
ver Tennessee (not including islands,) to the Wild Cat Rock, 
below Tellico block house; thence, in a direct line, to the 
Militia Spring, near the Mary ville road leading trom Tellico; 
. thence, from the said Spring, to the Chilhowee mountain, by 
a line so to be run as will leave all the farms on Nine Mile 
. Creek to the northward and eastward of it, and to be con- 
tinued along the Chilhowee mountain until it strikes Hawkin's 
}ine; thence, along the said line, to the great Iron mountain; 
and from the top of which a line to be continued, in a south- 
j^Seethetrea- eastwardly course, to where the most southern branch of Lit- 
g^^i^/^^*' tie river crosses the divisional line to Tugaloo river;t thence, 
with the Che- along the South Carolina Indian boundary, to and over the 
rokees. Ocunna mountain, in a southwest course, to Tugaloo river; 

thence, in a direct line, to the top of Currahee mountain, 
where the Creek line passes it; thence, to the head or source 
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of the main south branch of the Oconee river, called the 

Apalachee; thence^ dpwn the middle of the said main aouth ,^ 

branch and river Oconee, to its conituence with Oakmulgee^ /^j^ 

which forms the river Altamaha; thence, down the middle rf ^rj:^ 

the said Altamaha, to the old line on the said river; and ygr 

thence along the said old line, to the river St. Mary^s:* iVo- •Sec the tiwi- 

vided always, That if the boundary line between the said In* ^ of liev 

dian tribes and the United States, shall, at any time hereafter^ €^k» *of iSi 

be varied, by any treaty which shall be made between the Ai^. iroo. 

said Indian tribes and the United States, then all the provisions 

contained in this act shall be construed to apply to the said 

line so to be .varied, in the same mariner as said provisions 

apply, by force of this act, to the boundary line herein before 

recited. 

Sec. 2. •Snd be it further enacted,^ That if any citizen . 

of, or other person resident in, the United St2|tes, or either of p^aonmenC 
the territorial districts of the United States, shall cross over, tw ?^*!£-. 
or go within, the said boundary line, to hunt, or in any wise y^ (^ i^^o^ 
destroy the game; or shall drive, or otherwise convey, any 
stock of horses or cattle, to range on any lands allotted or se- 
cured, by treaty with the United States, to any Indian tribes, 
he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, or 
be imprisoned not exceeding six months. * 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That if any such citi- 
s^n, or other person, shall go into any country which is allot- 
ted or secured, by treaty, as aforesaid, to any of the Indian Fbe ov im- 
tribes south of the river Ohio, without a passport first had and pnsonmentfor 
obtained from the Governor of some one of the United States, {i^d^fn'ooaiitty 
or the officer of the troops of the United States commanding Sec 
at the nearest post on the frontiers, or such other person as 
the President of the United States may, from time to time, 
authorize to grant the same, shafl forfeit a sum not exceed- 
ing fifty dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding three months. 

Sec. 4. Jind be it further enacted^ That if any such citi- Pint and im* 
zen, or other person, shall go into any town, settlement or JJ^J^Jw***^ 
territory, belongings or secured, by treftty with the United rabbeir, in- 
states, to any nation or tribe of lodiaos, and shall there com-^"^* ^* j^ 
mit robbery, larceny, trespass or other crime, agamst the per- meats, 
son or property of any friendly Indian or Indians, which 
would be punishable, if committed within the jurisdiction of 
any state against a citizen of the United States; or, unautho- 
rized by law, and with a hostile intention, shall be found on 
any Indian land, such offender shall forfeit a sum not exceed- 
ing one hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding ^'^'J^^J^JJ^g^ 
twelve months; and shall also, when property is taken or de-wdesbo^ed^ 
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the ijffender siroy®<J> forfeit and pay, to such Indian or Indians, to whom 
Jbririis uriee the property taken and destroyed belongs, a sum equal to 
thcyai«e. twice thejust value of the property so taken or destroyed: 
and if such offender shall be unable to pay a sum at least 
equal to the said just value, whatever such payment shall fall 
short of the said just value shall be paid out of the treasury 
of the United Statesr Provided^ nevertheless y That no such 
Indian shall be entitled to any payment out of the treasury of 
the United States, for any such property taken or destroyed, 
if he, or any of the nation to which he belongs, shall have 
sought private revenge, or attempted to obtain satisfaction by 
. any force or violence. 
P«iont ma- Skc 5. ./^/irf be it further enacted^ That if any such citi- 
tteSiToiIln- zen or other person, shall make a settlement on any lands be- 
dianiao^, longing, or secured, or granted, by treaty with the United 
*•• States, to any Indian tribe, or shall survey, or attempt to sur- 

vey, such lands, or designate any of the boundaries, by mark- 
ing trees, or otherwise, such offender shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, and suffer imprisonment, not 
The president exceeding twelve months. And it shall, moreover, be lawful 
™y *^jPj^ for the President of the United States to take such measures, 
force to re- and to employ such military force, as he may judge necessary; 
move, &c. to remove from< lands, belonging, or secured by treaty, as 
aforesaid, to any Indian tribe, any such citizen, or other per- 
son, who has made, or shall hereafter make, or attempt to 
make, a settlement thereon. 
Death, ior^ Sec. 6. And be it further enacted^ That if any such citi- 
acftiemenu**^ zen, or Other person, shall go into any town, settlement, or 
andeommit- territory, belonging to any nation or tribe of Indians, and 
ting murder, gjjj^jj ^j^g^^ commit murder, by killing any Indian or Indians, 
belonging to any nation or tribe of Indians in amity with the 
United States, such oflend«r, on being thereof convicted, 
shall suffer death. 
]Sroper»onto' Sec. 7. And be it further enacted. That no such citizen, 
^ towns"' ^^ ^^^^^ person, shall be permitted to reside at any of the 
&c. ' towns or hunting camps, of any of the Indian tribes, as a tra- 
der, without a licen^ under the hand and seal of the superin- 
tendent of the department, or of such other person as the 
President of the United States shall authorize to grant licenses 
Saperbtend- for thaf purpose: which superintendent, or person authorized, 
•ne'ii«en»c,"^'^*'' on application, issue suchjicense, for a term not exceed- 
not exceeding ing two years, to such trader, who shall enter into bond, with 
two years. ^^^ ^^ mw^ sureties, approved of by the superintendent, or 
person issuing such license or by the President of the United 
States, io the penal sum of one thousand dollars, conditioned 
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fi)r the true and faithful observance of such regulations and PervMis issa- 
restnctions ab are, or shall be, made for the government of J^|***^^ ^ 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes: And the superin- them. ^ 

tendenty or person issuing such license, shall have full power , 
and authority to recall the same, if the person so licensed, 
shal] transgress any of the regulations ur restrictions provided 
for the government of trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes; and shall put in suit such bonds as he may have taken^ 
en the breach of any condition therein contained. ' 

Sec. 8. ^nd be it further enacted^ That any such citizen, Forfeitare, 
or other person, who shall attempt to reside in any town or fi»e and im- - - 
hunting camp, of any of the Indian tribes, as a trader, with- P"*^*^*"'' 
out such license, shall forfeit all the merchandize offered for 
sale to the Indians, or found in his possession, and shall, 
moreover, be liable to a fine, not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars, and to imprisonment, not exceeding thirty days. 

Sec. 9. %And be it further enacted^ That if any such citi- F«»« a">d «■*• 
zen, or other person, shall purchase or receive, of any In- ?w redwing 
dian, in the way of trade or barter, a gun, or other article s^ns, be 
commonly used in hunting, any instrument of husbandry, or 
cooking utensil, of the kind usually obtained by the Indians, 
in their intercourse with white people, or any article of cloth- 
ing, excepting skins or furs, he shall forfeit a sum not exceed- 
ing iiity dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days. 

Sec. 10. *^nd be it further enacted^ That no such citi- No person to 
z«n, or^ other person, shall be permitted to purchase any horse ^^'"^f^j^l^Bs 
of an Indian, or of any white man in the Indian territory, &o. without a 
without special license for that purpose; which license the ^*®^"*^' 
superintendent, or such other person as the President shall 
appoint, is hereby authorized to grant, on the same terms, 
conditions, and restrictions, as other licenses are to be granted 
under this act: and any such person, who shall purchase a 
horse or horsed, under such license, before he exposes such 
horse or horses for sale, and within, fifteen days after they 
have been brought out of the Indian country, shall make a 
particular return to the superintendent, or other person, from 
whom he obtained his license, of every horse purchased by tn?lJ'**before*' 
him, as aforesaid: describing such horses, by their colour, uie, of horses 
height, and other natural or artificial marks, under the Penalty ^l^V^J*^ ®*^ 
contained in their respective bonds. And every such person, coantrf, &c« 
purchasing a horse or horses, as aforesaid, in the Indian coun- ^.^ . 
try, without a special license, shall, for every horse thus pur- prisonment," 
chased, and brought into any settlement of citizens of the ^r porchasing 
United States, forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dol- indma'coun- 
lars^ and be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days. And every ^^r- 
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Forfeit of the person who shall purchase a horse, knowing him to be brou^t 
▼aiue fovpu-out of the Indian territory, by any person or persons not 
broigft&cT'^ licensed, as above, to purchase the same, shaU forfeit the va- 
lue of such horse. 

Sbc. 11. •^nd be it further enacted^ That no agent, super- 
??]^n2J]*^ intendent, or other person, authorized to grant a license to 
have no inter- trade, or purchase horses, shall have any interest or concern 
dfuTtrade'"" in any trde with the Indians, or in the purchase or sale of any- 
horse to, or from, any Indian, excepting for and on account 
of the United States: And any person offending herein, shall 
forfeit a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and be im- 
prisoned not exceeding twelve months. 
No purchase ^Ec. 12. ^nd be it further enactedj That no purchase^ 
or ^nts of grant, lease, or other conveyance, of lands, or of any title or 
T«iid"&c"*'' claim thereto, from any Indian, or nation, or tribe of Indians, 
within che bounds of the United States, shall be of any validi- 
ty, in law or equity, unless the same be made by treaty or 
convention, entered into pursuant to the constitution: And it 
shall be a misdemeanor in any person, not employed under, 
the authority of the United States, to negotiate such treaty or 
convention, directly or indirectly, to treat with any such In- 
dian nation or tribe of Indians, for the title or purchase of 
*^"* roent"*' ^"^ lands by them held or claimed, punishable by fine, not 
^r treating, exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment, not ex* 
^^* ceeding twelve months: Provided^ nevertheless, That it shall 

be lawful for the agent or agents of any state, who may be 
present at any treaty held with Indians under the authority 
of the United States, in the presence and with the approbation 
of the commissioner or coipmissioners of the United States, 
appointed to hold the same, to propose to, and adjust with, the 
Indians, the compensation to be made for their claims to lands 
within such state which shall be extinguished by the treaty. 
Sec. 13. J3nd be it further enacted f That in order to pro- 
The president mote civilization among the friendly Indian tribes, and to se- 
uKfui^u^ cure the continuance of their friendship, it shall be lawful for 
mais, k9i the President of the United States to cause them to be fur- 
nished with useful domestic animals, and implements of hus- 
bandry, and with goods or money, as he shall judge proper, 
and to appoint such persons, from time to time, as temporary 
agents, to reside among the Indians, as he shall think fit: Fro* 
VioTiso. vided, That the whole amount of such presents, and allow- 
ance to such agents, shall not exceed fifteen thousand dollars 
per annum. 

ineaieTn- ^^'^' ^^' *^^^ *^ it further enacted. That if any Indian 

diana crowtb« or Indians, belonging to any tribe in amity with the United 
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States, shall come over or cross the said boundary line, into J*®"**^"^ J*J1 
aoy state or territory inhabited by citizens of the United J|I."*terriiorici, 
States, and there take, steal or destroy any horse, horses or and steal pro« ^ 
other property, belonging to any citizen or inhabitant of the ^^^eJ**'^"** ? f 
United States, or of either of the territorial districts of the * ^ 

United States, or shall commit any murder, violence or out* 
rage, upon any such citizen or inhabitant, it shall be the duty "^ 

of such citizen or inhabitant, his representative, attorney or 
agent, to make application to the superintendent, or such oth- 
er person as-the President of the United States shall autho- 
rize for that purpose; who, upon being furnished with the 
necessary documents and proofs; shkll, under the direction or 
instruction of the President of the United States, make ap* 
plication to the nation or tribe, to which such Indian or In- 
dians shall belong, for satisfaction; and if snch nation or tribe 
shall neglect or refuse to make satisfaction, in a reasonable 
time, not exceeding twelve months, then it shall be the duty 
of such superintendent or other person authorized as aforesaid, 
to make return of his doings to the President of the United 
States, and forward to him all the documents and proofs in 
the case, that such further steps may be taken, as shall be pro- 
per to obtain satisfaction, for the injury: and in the mean time, 
in respect to the property so taken, stolen or destroyed, the 
United States guarantee to the party injured, an eventual in- 
demnification: Provided always^ That if such injured party, The u. states 
his representetive, attorney or agent, shall, in any way, vio- SS^eatiSn. 
late any of the provisions of this act, by seeking, or attempt- 
ing to obtain private satisfaction or revenge, by crossing over 
the line, on any of the Indian lands, he shall forfeit all claim 
upon the United States, for such indemnification: %AndfrovU Proviso. 
ded alsoy That nothing herein contained shall prevent the 
legal apprehension or arresting, within the limits of any state 
or district, of any Indian, having so offended: And provided ProTis*. 
further^ That it shall be lawful for the President of the Uni- 
ted States, to deduct such sum or sums, as shall be paid for 
the property taken, stolen or destroyed by any such Indian, 
out of the annual stipend, which the United States are bound 
to pay to the tribe, to which such Indian shall belong. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted. That the superior Su^erioi^tov^ 
courts in each of the said territorial districts, and the circuit invested with' 
courts and other courts of the United States of similar juris- full power t* 
diction in criminal causes, in each district of the United States, ^^^' ^^' 
in which any offender against this act, shall be apprehended, 
or agreeably to the provisions of this act, shall be brought for 
trial, shall have, and are hereby invested with, full power and 
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lo eases authority to hear and determine all crimes, offences, and mifl^ 
whvre the demeanors, against this act; such courts proceeding therein in 
BoTdcRtbl^&c' the same manner as if such crimes, offences, and misdemean- 
ors, had been committed within the bounds of their respective 
districts: And in all cases where the punishment shall not be 
death, the count j courts of quarter sessions in the said terri- 
torial districts, and the district courts of the United States, in 
their respective districts, shall have, and are hereby invested 
with, like power to hear and determine the same, any law to 
Incases the contrary notwithstanding: And in all cases where the pun- 
wherRthe ^ighment shall be death, it shall be lawful for the Governor of 
death, the («o- either of the territorial districts where the offender shall be 
vernors, &e, apprehended, or into which he shall be brought for trial, to 
issue a commission of oyer and terminer to the superior judges 
of such district, who shall have full power and authority to 
hear and determine all such capital cases, in the same manner 
2^^j^®*^as th6 superior courts of such districts have^ in their ordinary 
bnmght, &e. sessions: and when the offender shall be apprehended, or 
brought for trial, into any of the United States^ except Ken- 
tucky or Tennessee, it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States to issue a like commission to any one or more 
judges of the supreme court of the United States, and the 
judge of the district in which such offender may have been 
apprehended, or shall have been brought for trial, which judges, 
or any two of them, shall have the same jurisdiction in such, 
capital cases as the circuit court of such district, and shall 
proceed to trial and judgment in the same manner as such 
mKs ofKen- circuit court might or could do. And the district courts of 
tacky, Ten- Kentucky, Tennessee and Maine shall have jurisdiction of all 
i?^ie' to^ crimes, offences, and misdemeanors, committed against this 
hare jorisdie- &et, and shall proceed to trial and judgment in the same man- 
tkm. ner as the circuit courts of the United States. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted. That it shall be law- 
The militai'y f^' ^^^ the military force of the United States, to apprehend 
Ibi-ee may ap- evcry person who shall or may be found in the Indian coun- 
g^endper- ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ beyond the said boundary line between the Uni- 
ted States and the said Indian tribes, in violation of any of the 
provisions or regulations of this act, and him or them imme- 
diately to convey, in the nearest convenient and safe route, to 
the civil authority of the United States, in some one of the 
Ptoy'iso. three next adjoining states or districts, to be proceeded against 
in due course of law: Provided^ That no person apprehended 
by military force, as aforesaid, shall be detained longer than 

Officers and *^® ^^-^ ^^^^ ^^^ arrest and before removal. And all oflScers 
soldiers to. auid soldiers who may have any such person or persons in cus-^ 
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tody, flhall treat them with all the humanity which ,the cir-trtat penonB 
cumstances wilj possibly permit: and every officer and sohlier !^u^*^^^{ ^ 
who shall be guilty of mal-treating any such person, while in ty. 
custody, shall suffer such punishment as a court martial ^hall 
direct: Provided^ That the officer having custody of such Proyiio. 
person or persons dhall, if required by such person or persons, 
conduct him or them to the nearest judge of the supreme or 
superior court of any state, who, if the offence is bailable, 
shall take proper bail, if offered, returnable to the district 
court next to be holden in said district, which bail the said 
judge is hereby authorized to take, and which shall be liable 
to be estreated, as any other recognizance for bail, in any court' 
of the United States; and if said judge shall refuse to act, or 
thf person or persons fail to procure satisfactory bail, thea 
the said person or persons are to be proceeded with according 
to the directions of this act. 

Sec. 17. ^nd be it further enactedy That if any P«*rson Qg^^^j^^^ 
who shall be charged with a violation of any of the provisions against thii 
or regulations of this act, shall be found within any of the ■*^?****^* *^* 
United States, or either of the territorial districts of the Uni- 
ted States, such offender may be there apprehended and 
brought to trial, in the same manner as if such crime or of- 
fence had been committed within such state or district; and The military 
it shall be the duty of the military force of the United States, *°5'.*:'' '^ *'^^"" 
when called upon by the civil magistrate, or any proper offi- teodfira?^* 
cer, or other person duly authorized for that purpose, and 
having a lawful warrant, to aid and assist such magistrate, offi- 
cer, or othei person authorized as aforesaid, in arresting such- 
offender, and him committmg to safe custody for trial accord- 
ing to law. 

Sec. 18. ^nd be it further enacted^ That the amount of vmoantoi. 
fines, and duration ot imprisonment, directed by this act as a finQK,ke. to 
punishment for the violation of anv of the provisions thereof, J^-' '^'^*'*L^^ . 
shall be ascertained and tixed, not exceeding the limits pre- diseretion. 
scribed, in the discretion of the court, before whom the trial 
shall be had; and that all fines and forfeitures, which shall ac- ^ moiety ol 
crue under this act, shall be one half to the use of the infor- Slf^r.aer^ex^ 
mant, and the other half to the use of the United States; ex-cept, &c. 
cept where the prosecution shall be first instituted on behalf 
of the United States, in which case the whole shall be to their 
use. 

Sec. \9. *^nd be it further enacted^ That nothing in thii Nothing in thii 
act shall be construed to prevent any trade or intercourse with act to prevent 
Indians living on lands surrounded by settlements of the citi- ^™ ^' **' 
zens of the united States; and being within the ordinary jti-* 

6* 
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Unin6iested risdiction of any of the individual states: or the unmolested 
uaeofthc road use of a road from Washington district to Mero district, or lo 
mentioned, prevent the citizens of Tennessee from keepmg in repair xUz 
said road, under the direction or orders of the governor of 
said state, and of the navigation of the Tennes>ee river, as re* 
served and secured by treaty; nor shall this act be construed 
iraTeiiing to prevent any person or persons travelling from Knoxville to 
Sie to "'rices P"^'® Settlement, or to the setlement ou Obed's liver, (so 
lettiement, called,) provided they shall travel in the trace or path which 
^^' is usually travelled, and provided the Indians make no objec- 

tion; but if the Indians object, the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to issue a proclamation, prohibit- 
ing all travelling on said traces, or either of them, as the case 
may be, after which the penalties of this act shall be incurred 
by every person travelling or being found on said traces, or 
either of them, to which the prohibition may apply, within 
the Indian boundary, without a passport. 

Sec. «• . •dnd be it further enacted, That the President 

The Pretident of the United States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause 

Mwother^^ to be clearly ascertained and distinctly marked, in all such pia- 

^. ' ces as he shall deem necessary , and in such manner as he tAiM. 

direct, any other boundary lines between the U'^iited Stales 

and any Indian tribe, which now are, or hereafter may be^ 

established by treaty. 

Sec. 21. .dnd be ii further enacted^ That the President of 
The President the United States be authorized to take such measures, from 
maytekemea- iJi^Q to time, as to him may appear expedient, to prevent or 
strain the * restrain the vending or distributing of spirituous liquors among 
▼ending of spi. all, or any of the said Indian tribes, any thing herein con- 
^^ *" tained to the contrary thereof notwithstanding. 

Sjec. 2Z. And be it further enacted^ That this act shall 
This act lobe be in force from the passage thereof; and so far as respects the 
ISmSmT'" ••P»*Q^^e^^inK8 under this act, it is to be understood, that the act, 
entitled *'An act to amend an act, entitled an act giving e£fect 
to the laws of the United States within the district of Tennes- 
see,** is not to operate. 

Approved^ March 30, IS02. 



Ah act for the relief of certain A-Iabama and Wjrandot Indians. 

Sec. 1. Be it enticted by the Senate and House of Sep^ 

resentatives qf the United State of America in Congress 

assembled^ That the President of United States be, and he is 

. The PveiideAt hereby^ authorized to cause to be surveyed and designated^ by 
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proper metes and bounds, a tract of land, not exceeding two authorized to 
thousand five hundred acres, out of any lands of the United ®*"*'^^ ^^j*** 
States lying in the territory of Orleans, and west of the river tract of land, 
Mississippi, and by lease, vest the said tract of land in a cer- »ot exceeding 
tain tribe of Alabama Indians and their descendants, for the the teirltory"* 
term of fifty years: Provided^ neverfhelessy That it shall not of Orleans, 
be lawful for the said tribe of Indians to transfer or assign*''^' 
their interest in the said land, and every such transfer or as- 
signment shall be null and void: ^^nd provided alsa^ That if Proviso, 
the said tribe of Indiass shall remove from the said tract of 
land, their interest in and to the same, shall thenceforth cease 
aud determine. 

Sec. 2. jJnd be it further enacted^ That there shall be Two tracti of 
designated, under the direction of the Secretary of the-Trea- '?"*^ ^*^ J*f **?• 
sury, two tracts of land m the Michigan territory, one includ- Michigan tar- 
ing the village called Brownstown, and the other, the village f'^o^. "»c*ud- 
calied Mati^uaga, in possession of the Wyandot tribe of In- g"^Jf Biwwk 
dians, containing, in the whole, not more than five thousand town aad Ma- 
acres; which two tracts of land shall be reserved for the use of ■^*8«» &«• '' 
the said Wyandots and their descendants, and be secured to 
them in the same manner, and on the same terms and condi- 
tions, as is provided in relation to the Alabama Indians, by the 
first section of this act. 

•Approved, February 28, 1809. 



An act granting and securing to Anthony Shane, the 'right of the United 
States to a tract of land in the state of Ohio. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentalives of the United States of •America in Cons^ress 
a^ssembledy That in consideration of valuable and faithful ser- Grant of lanU 
vices rendered to the United States during the present war, *^?ij^"^^°^r 
by Anthony Shane, a half-breed Indian, there be granted to breed.* 
him all the right of the United States to a tract of ]and,tD 
contain three hundred and twenty acres, lying on the river St. 
Mary's, at a place called ShaneV crossing, within the limits 
of the state of Ohio, but in a part thereof to which the Indian 
title has not yet been extinguished ; the said tract to be located 
in a convenient form, and so as to comprehend the said An- 
thony Shane's improvements. 

Sec. 2. *.^nd be it further enacted^ That as soon as the In- To be surrey- 
dian title to the territory, comprehending the said tract, shall Sj/jiIdTaa"- 
be extinguished, the said three hundred and twenty acres shall He i» extin- 
be surveyed under the authority of the United States, and a **"****" 
patent therefor shall be granted to the said Anthony Shane^ or, 
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if not then living, to his children and legal represeniaiives, to 
hold the san>e to them and their heirs. 
tapproved, February 24, 1815. 



An act for the relief of Young King, a chief of the Seneca tribe ©f In. 

dians. 

Be'ii enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled^ 

iTie Mwetarr That the secretary for the department ol war be, and he is 

^ r*V^K) ^^ereby authorized and required, to cause to be paid to Young 

priim.iim lo King, a chief of the Seneca tribe of Indians, quarter-yearly, 

ie |wid to ih- (()e sum. of fifty dollars, amounting to the sum of two hundred 

SSi^Kkill dollars per annum, during the term of his natural life, as a 

comfiensation for the brave and meritorious services whicK 

be rendered the United States in the late war with Great 

Britain, and as a provision for the wound and disability which 

he received in the performance of those services. 

Sec. 2. Jlnd be it Jurther enacted^ That the said sum be 
paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Approved f ^pril 26, 1816. 



An act supplementary to the act passed the thirteenth of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and two, to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers. 

45e it enacted by the Slenate and House of RepresentU' 

'tives of the United States of America in Congress assem-- 

IdMDsetto btcit^ That licenses to trade with the Indians^ within the ter- 

iwdetobegi ijoriai limits of the United States, shall not be granted to any 

Ten only to ., rirT»io iit® •• 

citisens. but Citizens ot the United States, unless by the express direc-^ 
tion of the President of the United States, and upon such 
terms and conditions, as the public interest may, in his opin- 
ion, require. 

Sec. ^. •^nd be it further enacted^ That all goods, wares 
SiciM^Sr- *"^ merchandise, carried by a . foreigner, into the lands to 
vifd tn the Id- which the Indian title has not been extinguished, for the pur- 
^^j^mvu^^ pose of being used in the Indian trade; and all articles of 
peltry, of provisions, or of any other kind, purchased by fo- 
reigners from Indians, or tribes of Indians, contrary to the 
provisions of this act, shall be, and the same are hereby, for- 
feited; one half thereof to the use of the informer, and the 
remainder to the United States: Provided^ That the goods, 
wares^ and merchandise^ are seized prior to their sale to aa 
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Indian or Indian tribe; and the articles purchased are seized 
before they are removed beyond the limits of ihe United 
States. 

Sec 3. And be it further enacted. That if a foreigner go foreigners go- 

• . 1 • I • 11 XX J J L . *. ? ingto Indian 

into any country which is allotted or secured by treaty to .^.mements, 
either of the Indian tribes, within the territorial limits of the ••» *»ave pass- 
United States, or to which the Indian titie has not been extin- ^^^' 
guished« wiihout a passport first had and obtained from the 
Governor of one of the states or territories of the United 
States, adjoining the country into which he may go, or the offi- 
cer of the troops of the United States, commatidingatthe nearest 
post on- the frontiers, or siich other person as the President of 
the United States may, from time to time, authorize to granf the 
same, he shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine of not less 
than fifty, or more than one thousand dollars; or be imprisoned 
not less than one month, or more than twelve months* at the 
discretion of the court. 

S«:c. 4. jind be it further enacted^ That trials for offences Where dials 
against this act, shall bo had in the courts of the United States, ^^^^f'^'^ke*''^ 
of, the territory in which the person accused may be arrested, place, 
or in the circuit court of the United States, of the district into 
which he may be first carried after his arrest. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each and every violation of 
person charged with a violation of the second section of this '**® ^ *^*^^"' 
act, shall, if arrested, be indicted and tried in one of the courts 
aforesaid, ahd that the conviction of the accused, shall autho- 
rize the court to cause the. goods intended to be sold to, and 
articles purchased from, the Indians, belonging to him, or taken 
in his possession, to be sold, one half to the use of the inform* 
«r, and the other to the use of the United States. But if goods Goods of per- 
intended to be sold, or articles purchased from, the Indians ^?» violating 
contrary to the provisions of this act, should be seized, and niay abscond, 
the owner or person in possession of them, shoijld make his to be proceed- 
escape, or from any other cause, cannot be brought to trial, ' 
it shall and may be lawful for the United States' attorney of 
the territory in which' they may be seized, or the district 
attorney of the United States of the district into which they 
may have been first carried, after they are seized, to pniceed 
against the said goods, intended to be sold to, or articles pur- 
chased from, the Indians, in the manner directed to be ob- 
served in the case of goods, wares, or merchandise, brought 
into the United States in violation of the revenue laws. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted. That the President of 
the I nited States be, and he hereby is authorized, to use the ^*|jj*^^^^*^ 
aulitary force of the United States^ whenever it may be ne- maj be used 
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for ettfircinp ccssary , to Carry into effect this act, as far as it relates to sei- 
thi»«et 2ure of goods to be sold to, or articles already purchased Irom^ 

the Indians; or to the arrest of persons charged with violat- 
ing its provisions. 

•Approved J Jipril 29, 1816. 



An act makinp^ provision for the location of liift lands reserved by the first 
article of the trvuty of ninth of August, one thousand eight hundred and 
• fourtt'cn,* between the United States and the Creek nation, to certain 

chief* and warriors of that nation, and for ot ler purposes. 

JBie it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of •America in Congress assem- 
(jiilcis and hlcd^ That the chiefs and warriors of the Creek nation who, 
iT^Creok'na- ^^ virtuc of the Hrst article of the treaty of ttie ninth of Au- 
lioci «(itiuniz- fijust, one thousond eight hundred and fourteen, between 4he 
rd to loiuie. Xjuitod Stalcs and that nation of Indians, are entitled to a 
reservation of land, which shall include their improvements, 
bhall be authorized to locate said reservation in the following 
manner, viz: 

j^^very such chief, or warrior, shall and may select such 
Mar.neroi lo- foiiT quarter scctious, or such number of quarter sections and 
vi^tion fractional parts of sections not exceed ins; six hundred and 

forty acres of land, as have been or may be surveyed, in pur- 
suance of the act of Congress, passed the third day. of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and as dhall include 
their respective improvements. And, in case such chief, or 
warrior, shall have resided at one place, and cultivated a farm 
or plantation at another place, he may, at his optioti, select 
such quarter sections, and fractional parts of such sections, as 
!*iv.viso. ^^ include his said separate improvements: Provided^ how* 
eve7*f That the lands so selected, shall enure to «uch chief, or 
warrior, so long only as he shall continue to occupy and. culti- 
vate the same; and, in case he shall not have abandoned the 
possession, shall, on his decease, descend to and vest in his 
heirs in fee simple, reserving to the widow of such chief or 
warrior the use and occupation of one-third part of said landSj 
durina; her natural life. 

Sec. 2. Jlnd he it further enacted^ That when ^ny chief 

wuiows ar.ci or warrior, so entitled to a reservation of land at the time of 

haicth?- riih*^^^ signing of the treaty, shall have since died, and left a wi- 

of selection, dow and child or children, who has or have continued to oc- 

cupy dnd cultivate the said land, they shall have the right of 

selection in the same .manner as the original claimant would 

haye^ if he were living; and the title of the laads, so select- 



APPENDIX. 47 

ed, shall be a fee simple title in the child or children, reserv- 
ing to the widow, if any, the use and occupation of one-third 
of Ihe land during her life, Provided^ however^ That the said f'rov'wo. 
ciiiid or children shall not have the power to alienate the said 
la d<, except by devise, until each and every one of them 
shall h.-ive arrived at the age of twenty five years. 

Sb . 3. And be it further enacted^ That the descendant n-scendauu 
of any native Creek Indian, male or female, who, at the com-?f native 
mencement of tne late war vvith the hostile Creeks, occupied TOntiimed 
and cultivated a farm or plantation; who continued friendly to^r»eudiy,kc. 
the United States duringj that war; and who, after the termi- 
nation of hostilities^ returned to, and has continued to occupy 
and cultivate, the said farm or plantation, shall be entitled to 
a reservation of two quarter sections of land, to be selected in 
the manner stated in the first section of this act; which lands 
shall enure to them so long as they shall continue to occupy 
and cultivate the same; and, on their death, shall descend, in 
fee, to their children; and on failure of children, shall revert 
to the United States; reserving, however, to the husband or 
widow, as the case may be, the right to occupy and cultivate 
one-third part of the lands during their natural lives. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted^ That the child or chii- 'nie ohildren 
dren of any chief or warrior of the Creek nation, who resided ^ *"> <'*'f«'t 
within the limits of the said ceded country, at the commence- leMciMi uiihUi 
ment of the late Creek war, and who was killed or died in thetl« limits, &;c 
service of the United States, during ^aid war, or who has since 
died of wounds received therein, shall be entitled, without 
payment, to a reset vation ot so much land as such chief or 
warrior Would have been entitled to, had he been living at 
the time said treaty was signed; which land shall be located 
in the man.ner prescribed by the first section of this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted^ That, for the purpose' The agent to 
of carrying into efiect the provisions of this act, the agent of^^®*''*^*'"*'^* 
the United States for the Creek nation shall immediately pro- ^ 
ceed to take such evidence as each and every person, who 
may be entitled to lands under the provisions of it. shall be 
•able to adduce in support of such title. The evidence shall, 
' as far as practicable, be taken by the agent on the land occu- 
pied by such claimant; and in all cases where he shall be of 
opinion that the claim is a valid one, the quarter sections, 
including the improvements, shall be designated as provided 
for in the first section of this act; and the agent shall, without 
delay, return to the secretary of the treasury the evidence 
taken in each case, (reserving a copy thereof) together with 
the names of the claimants^ and the Dumbers of the quarter 
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sections reserved for them respectively. And the secretary 
of the treasury, with ih ' approbation of the President, shall 
finally decide on the validity of sjch claim. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted^ That the agent shall 
Thcagentto transmit, without; delay, to the register of the land office for 
thJt^r^iter ot t^® district in which the lands may be, a statement of the 
tlie land office, names of the claimants, and the numbers of the quarter sec- 
*^* tions which have been reserved for each claimant; and the 

register of the land office shall not offer any such quarter sec- 
tion for sale, unless specially directed otherwise by the secre- 
tary of the treasury. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted^ That the agent of the 
Three dollars United States shall be allowed, in addition to his salary, the 
per da; to theg^j^^ ^f three dollars per day, whilst occupied in performing 

agent in addi- ^ , , . i i • i ■ • f i . 1 1 t ^ 

tionto Hilary, the dutiCs assigned to him by this act; and he shall be autho- . 
— ^ rized to employ a surveyor, in those cases where it may be 

The agent c A. c * • • ^i. -. • 

tuMj employ a'necessary, for the purpose of ascertammg the quarter sectioQB 
surveyor. of land to be allotted to such claimant. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted^ That the expenses 
which shall be incurred in carrying into effect thisi act, shall 
be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Approved, March S, 1817. 



An act to provide for the punishment of crimes and offences committed 

within the Indian boundaries. 

Be it enacted by the Senate an/ House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
[avians or H^ct^ That if any Indian, or other person or persons, shall, 
committing" vfithin the United States, and within any town, district, or 
offences in Inj territory, belo iginic to any nation or nations, tribe or tribes, 
^^n towns, Q^- in^iigng^ commit any crime, offence, or misdemeanor, which, 
if committed in any place or district af country under the 
sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, would, 
by the laws of the United States, be punished with death, or 
any other punishment, every such offender, on being ♦hereof.'* 
convicted, shall suffer the like punishment as is provided by^ ^ 
the laws of the United States for the like offences, if commit- 
. ted within any place o> district of country under the sole aad 
exclusive jurisdiction of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That the superior 
^*if*T^*°** courts in each of the territorial districts, and the circuit courts 
aathorizedto ^^^ Other courts of the United Stales, of similar jurisdiction 
trjroffenees* in criminal caoses;^ in each district of the United States, in 
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which any offender ajB;aintt this act shall be first apprehended 
or brought for trial, shall have, and are hereby invesied with 
full power and authority to hear, try, and punish, all iTimes, 
offences, and misdemeanors, against this act; such courts pro- 
ceeding therein in the same manner as if such crimes, offen- 
ees, and misdemeanors, had been committed within the bounds 
of their respective districts: Provided^ That nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to affect any treaty now in force 
between the United States and any Indian nation^ or to ex- 
tend to any offence committed by one Indian against another, 
within any Indian boundary. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That the President of'r*»«'''^«»^<5*^<^ 
the United States, and the governor of each of the territorial v"nw8 (S^te.^ 
districts, where any offender against this act shall be appre- ntories i weat- 
hended or brought for trial, shall have, and exercise, the san^e ^fnl^'^weis 
powers, for the punishment of offences against this act, as they ^. 
can severally have and exercise by virtue of the fourteenth 
, and fifteenth sections of an act, entitled '^An act to regulate 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve 
peace on the frontiers," passed thirtieth March, one thousand 
eight hundred and two^ for the punishment of offences ihereiu 
described. 

%^pprovedj March 3, IS 1 7. 



\n act directing' the manner of appointing Indian agents, and continuing the 
"Act fur cstabliihing trading houses with the Indian tribes." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- Supenntan- 
tives of the United States of ^America in Cons^ress asse/n- i^aJ^*^^^^ 
bledy That the superintendent of Indian trade, tiie «gents and «ic appoimed 
assistant agents of Indian trading houses, and the several jijjj*^^'^^, 
agents of Indian affairs, shall be nominated by the President ate. 
of the United States, and appointed by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. 

Sec 2. And be it further enacted^ That, from and after -^^^J ^^i^*^ 
the eighteenth instant, no person shall act in either of the no^enou to 
characters aforesaid, who shall not have been thus first nomina- act without 
ted and appointed. And every agent as aforesaid, before he uv^^enAtet^ 
shall enter upon the duties of his office, shall give bond to the 
United States, with two or more sufficient securities, in the 
penal sum of ten thousand dollars, conditioned faithfully to ^^jj^^' ^ *^^ 
perform all the duties which are or may be enjoined on tliem 
as agents as aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. Continues the ^^act for estabfishitig trading hou* 
.ve.9 with the Indian tribes^'* tuitil the ist ifforcA, 1^19, 

71^ 
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which was of terwards further coniinued until the system of 
Indian trade was abolished by the act of May 6, 1822, . 
^pprovedy dpril 16, 1»18. 



An act fixing the compensation of Indian agents and factors. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprtsenta^ 
Indifta 4geDtB fiy^s of the United States of America in Congress assam^ 
JSiive^httt- W«fl^» 'fhat, from and after the passage of this act, Indian 
kricaipeti- agents and factors shall receive the following salaries per an- 
^^' num, in lieu of their present compensation, to wit: 

The agent to the Creek nation, one thousand eight hundred 
dollars. 

The agent to the Choctaws, one thousand eight hundred 
dollars. 

The agent to the Cherokees on Tennessee river, one thou- 
sand three hundred dollars. 

The agent to the Cherokees on the Arkansas river, one 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

The agent to the Chickasaws, one thousand three hundred 
dollars. 

The agent in the Illinois territory, one thousand three hun- 
dred dollars. 

The agent at Prairie du Chien, one thousand two hundred 
dollars. 

The agent at Nachitoches, one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars. 

The agent at Chicago, one thousand three hundred dollars. 
The agent at Green Bay, one thousand five hundred dol- 
lars 
. « The agent at Mackinac, one thousand four hundred dollars. 
The agent at Vincennes, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
The agent at fort Wayne and Piqua, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

The ag6ut to the Lakes, one thousand three hundred dol- 
f Ws. 

The agent in the Missouri territory, one thousand two hun- 
dred dollars. 

And all sub-agents, five hundred dollars per annum. 
Sec. 2. j9nd be it further enacted, That all factors shall 
receive one thousand three hundred dollars, and assistant fac- 
tors seven hundred dollars per annum. 

Sbc. 3. *dnd be it further enacted, That the sums hereby 
i^lUV^'k?;.. allowed to Indian agents and factors, shall be in full compen- 
fau, be, satioa for their services; and that all rations, or other alloiv- 
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ancf 8, made to them, shall be deducted from the sums hereby 
allowed. 

•Approved, jfpril 20, 1818. 



An act authonzing the President of the United States to purchase the lands 
reserved by the act of the thir.! of March, eighteen hundred and seven- 
teen, to certain chiefs, warrior, or other Indians of the Creek nation. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Sepresenfa- The Preti^etft 
tives of the United States of •dmerica^ in Cofigress assem- ^l P'^"**? 
bled^ That it shall be lawful for the Ppesident of the United byaciof sd ' 
States to purchase for, and oo behalf of the United States, March, 1817. 
any tract or tracts of land, reserved by the act of the third 
day ot March, eighteen hundred and seventeen, to the chiefs, 
warriors, or other Indians of the Creek nation, which they, 
or either of them, may be disposed to sell; and the amount of 
such purchase shall be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. *dnd be it further enacted^ That any tract or Lands to be 
tracts of land, the title to which may hr acquired by the Uni- ^^***** ^°'' 
ted States, by virtue of this act, shall be offered at public sale, 
at the land offices of the district in which they may be situate, 
upon such day or days as the Pi esident shall, by proclamation, 
designate for that purpose, in the same manner, and on the 
same conditions and terms of credit, as are provided by law 
for the sale of public lands of the United States; and patents 
shall be granted therefor, as for other public lands and town 
lots sold by the United States. 

Approved, February 20y IS19. 



An act supplementary to the act, entitled "An to provide for the prompt 

settlement of public accounts. ' • 

JBe it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- The 2d audi- 
tive* of the United States of America in Congrsss <«^^^» u^JTwtU^tuijr 
bledf That from and after the third day of March next, it counu of in- 
shall be the duty of the second auditor of the treasury, to^»»«ff*j^» 
receive all uns||tled accounts arising out of Indian affairs*, ^^^^'^ ' 
with the exception of those appertaining to Indian trade, and 
examine the same, and thereafter certify the balance, and trans- 
mit the accounts, with the vouchers and certificates, to the 
second comptroller, for his decision thereon: Provided, That i'ro?i«>, 
if, in the opinion of the President of the United States, the 
public interest and cort venience would be promoted by assign- 
ing all, or any part of, the said, accounts to the third auditor^ 
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h^ flhati be, and hereby is, authorized to make such assignment 
accordingly. 

Sec 2. Jind he it further enacted^ That it shall be the 
^*T*^{J** duty of the auditor charged with the examination of the ac- 
ed with tht' counts, as aforesaid, to keep air accounts of the receipts and 
wwmiiiatkm of expenditures of the public money in regard to them; to re- 
*****"^ ceive from the second comptroller the accounts which shall 
have been finally adjusted, and to preserve such accounts^ 
with the vouchers and certificates. And it shall be the duty 
of the said auditor to make such reports on the business here- 
by assigned to him, as the Secretary of War may deem neces- 
sary, and require, from time to time, for the service of the 
War Department. 

Skc. 3 And he it further enacted^ That the Treasurer of 
ITic treMurerthe United States shall disburse all such moneys as shall have 
moi.cvlfiibr ^° previously ordered for the use of the Indian Depart- 
Imiian (ie|>art ment, with the exception of those relating to Indian trade be- 
nem,«ie. forementioned, by warrants from the treasury; which dis- 
bursements shall be made pursuant to warrarfts drawn by the 
Secretary of War, and countersigned by the second comptrol- 
ler, and registered by the second and third auditor, as i\ie case 
' may be. 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted^ That so much of the 
act to which this is a supplement, as is inconsistent with this 
act, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 
Approved^ February 24, 1819. 



An act making provision for the civilization of the Indian tribes adjoining the 

frontier settlements. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States qf America in Congress assent- 
^^h^^^to * *^^^! That, for the purpose of providing against the further 
ampioy cai>a- decline and final extinction of the Indian tribes, adjoining 
?n«i!rcan! ^" ^ *^® frontier, settlements of the United Slates, and for intro- 
diar.8 in :.gl-i- ducing among them the habits and arts of civilization, the 
cMitui-e, ami President of the United States shall be, and be is hereby, 
toteacb, &o. authorized, in every case where he shall judf^ improvement 
in the habits and conditions of such Indians practicable, and 
that the means of instruction can be introduce«J with their 
own consent, to employ capable persons, of good moral char- 
acter, to instruct them in the mode of agriculture suited to. 
their situation; and for teaching their children in reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, and for performing such other duties 
its may be enjoined, according to such instructions and rule^ 
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as the Prpsideht may give and prescribe for the regulation of 
the:r conduct, in the discharge of their duties. 

Sic 2. ^/^ind'be if further enacted^ That the annual sum Annual appro- 
o) un thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropri- P"**®"- 
ated for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of 
this act; and an, account ol the expenditure of the money, 
and proceedings in execution of the foregoing provisions, 
shall he hold annually before Congress. 

•Approved J March 3, 1819. 



An act making appropriations to carry into effect treaties concluded with 

several Indian tribes therein niCntioned. 

The Ul, 2d, 3df4ih. 5th. Cith, and 1th sections make the 
necL'Ssary appropriations; to carry into effect the several In- 
dian treaties specijied, 

Sfc 8. ^Jndbe it Jvrther enacted. That there br appoint- An aj^eui to 
ed, agreeably to the ninth article of the treaty concluded with ^ ♦V}amlots, 
the "Wyandot, Senecca, Delaware, Shavvance, Paltawatima, 
Ottawa, and Chippewa tribes of Indians, on the twenty-ninth 
day of September, one thousand eight hundred ai^d scvrn- 
tet n, an agent 1o reside among or near the Wyandots, who ^" s?«wa-*^ 
shall also execute the duties of agent for the Senecas, and the ,iec8. 
Dela wares on the Sandusky river; and an agent to reside 
among or near the Shawanees; who shall each receive twelve 
hundred dollars per annum, as a full compensation for their 
services. 

Approved^ March 3, 1819. 



An abt to continue in force, for a further tenn, the act, entitled **An act for 
establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes,'* and for other purposes. 

Sec. I. lontinves the act re/efred to in the titky until 
the U/ of March, 1820. ^^^ li^^^^ 

Sec. 2. •/^noT be it further enacted. That the President of intfian agent*, 
the United Stales shall have power, ^nd he is hereby autho- 
rized, in every case where he shall judge it expedient,\o tVans- 
fer any of the Indian agents, whose compensation was tixed 
by the act, entitled '*An act fixing the compensation of Indian 
agents and factors/' from the places designated by the said 
act, for the* discharge of their duties, respectively, to buch 
other places as the public service may require; and shall also 
have power to appoint, by and with the consent and advice of 
the Senate, an Indian agent for the Upper Missouri, whose 
annual compensation shall be one thousand eight hundred dol- 
lars. 

Jlpprovedj March S, 1819.' 
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An act to abolish tlic United States' tiadinff eBtablisUment with the Indian 

, tribes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of jimtrica in C ongrtss asscm* 
itadian trading i/e^/, That the President of the United States shalJ be, and 
•i^r.Mdrtic^^creby is, authorized and required lo cause the business of 
acwuDtsto be the United States' trading houses among the Indian tribes to 
**^^^' be closed, and the accounts of the superintendent of Indian 

trade, and of the factors and sub (actors, to be settled; and, 
for that purpose, the President is hereby authorized to select 
from among the Indian agents, or others, a competent number 
of fit and suitable perscins, to be and appear at the office of 
Indian trade in Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, and 
at each of the tradiuje: houses established among Indian tribes, 
on or before the third da} of June next, or as soon thereafter as 
ccm^the* *^*^ cau be conveniently done, to demand and receive of and from 
goods, furs» the superintendent of Indian trade, and of the respective fac* 
Senw^sVilc ^°" **"^' sub-fartors, all the goods, warrs. merchandise, furs, 
peltries, evidences of debt, ond property and effects of every 
kind, which may bo in their power or possession, by virtue of 
their respective offices, and justly due and belonginof to the 
United States; and the said agents, selected for the purpose 
Agents to be aforesaid, shall be furnished with the copies of the latest quar- 
SS^umeift.'*^'^^ ^^^^y returns of the said superintendent, factors, and sub-fac 
from the tors, as rendered by them to the treasury department, and copies 
^rtment ^^"^^ ^^Y ^^^^^ papers in the said department which will shew 
what is, or ought to be, due and coming to the United States, 
from the said office of Indian trade in Georgetown, and from 
each of the trading houses established among Indians. \nd 
the persons so selected shall enter into bond, with good and 
^^pi,*U^^"^ ^sufficient security in such sums as may be required by the 
bond with se- President of the United States, for the faithful discharge of 
**""^y- the duties enjoined on them by the provisions of this act 

And, from and after the third day of June next, the act of 
the second of March, one thousand eit^ht hundred and eleven, 
entitled *^An act for establishing trading houses with Indian 
After dd June, tribes," shall be continued in force for the purposes only of 
of2d*Ma«h enforcing all bonds, debts, contracts, demands and rights, 
isil. ' which may have arisen, and all penalties and punishments 

which may have been, or may be, incurred under the provi- 
sions of the said act, and for the settlement of the accounts 
of the superintendent, factors, and sub-factors, at the Treasu- 
ry Department 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted^ That the goods, wares. 
The goods ds- and merchandisie; which shall be delivered over to the agents 
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of the United States, under the provisions of this act, shall livered over to 
be placeci at the disposition of the President of the United ^^^e agents. 
States, subject, under his orders, towards satisfying or ex tin- alTpwido/ of 
guishing the treaty obligations on the part of the United the President. 
Stiales, to keep up trading houses with the Indians; also, to- 
wards the payment of annuities due, or to become due, to In- 
dian tribes; also, in making the customary presents to tribes ,p, 
or individuals in amity with the United State>; and the sur- if any" fo*be 
. pl^i.s, if any, may be sold to the best adv&nta:<e, under thesoWiothe 
orders of the President, aad the proceeds paid over to the^^* ^*°' 
treasury of the Unit- d States. 

Sioc. 3. ^nd be it further enactedy That the furs, peltries, Purs, &c. t» 
effeeis, and property, received under the first section of this '*';.^^j-}|j^*^ 
act, shall be sold in the manner the President may iiircjct; .he urect. 
debt due and owing shall be collected under his orders; and 
all the money received from these sources, and all that shall 
be received from the superintendent of Indian trade, and frum 
the factors, and sub factors, shall be paid over, as fast as re- 
ceived, into the treasury of the United States: Pi ovided^ Proviso 
that such sums may be retained and applied, under the orders 
of the President of the United States, as may be necessary to 
defray the expenses of carrying this act into effect. 

Sec. 4, And he it further enacted^ That, as soon as may xhe President 
be after the commencement of the next session of Congress, tocommuni- 
the President of the United States shall communicate to Con-^^^J^^^ 
gress the manner in which he shall have caused this act to be of Qungress. 
executed, shewing the amount of moneys, furs, peltries, and 
other effects, and the amount and description of goods, wares, 
and merchandise, and the actual cash value thereof, received 
from the superintendent of Indian trade, and each of the 
factors and sub- factors, under the provisions of this act. 

Apprevedy May 6, 1822. 



An act to amend on act, entitled **An act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers,** approved 
thirtieth March, one thousand eight hundied and two. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Sepresentatives The 7th sec- 
of the United States of America in Congress assembledj ^*J^ ^^ "®|J 
That the seventh section of the act, entitled "An act to regu- iso2,rtpeai- 
late trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes and to pre- «^- 
serve peace on the frontiers," shall be, and the same is here- 
by > repealed; and from and after the passing of jihis act, it 
shall be lawful for the superintendents of Indian affairs in the^. . 
territories^ and Indian agents, under the direction of tho Pre-dief4"aQd' 
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Agents may sident of the United States, to grant licenses to trade with 
gi-ant licenses. Indian tribes; which licenses shall be granted to citizen.s of 
Licenses to be ^^® United Slates, and to none others, t;iki g from them bonds 
granted only With securitics, ill the penal sum not exceeding five thousand 
10 citizens, dollars, proportioned to the capital employed, and conditioned 
^ for the due observance of the laws regulating trade and inter- 

course with the Indian tribes; and said licenses may be grant- 
Licenses for 7 ed for a term not exceeding seven years forthe trade with 
fiiSe^^*^ the remote tribes of Indians beyond the Mississippi, and two 
years for the trade with ali the other trioes. A^nd the super- 
intendents and agents shall return to the Secretary of War, 
within each year, an abstract of all licenses granted, shevvinc^ 
Abstractor ^Y ^^^ ^^ whom, when, and where, granted, with the amount 
licenses to be of the bonds and capital employed, to be laid before Congress, 

c^^^sT *^ ^}^^' next session thereof. 

S£c. 2. ^dnd be ii further enacted^ That it shall and may- 
Indian agenu be lawful for the President pf the United States, in execution 
siores'kc^of ^^ ^^® power Vested in him by the twenty-tirst section of the 
traderato'be act of thirtieth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
seai-chedfbr two, aforesaid, to which this is an amendment, to direct Indian 

aixlenl spirits. '^ ' c ^ - .■ ■ . j * r 

agents, governors oi territories acting as superin ten dents* oi 
Indian afiairs, and military officers, to cause the stores and 
, packages of goods of all traders to be sea-ched, upon suspi- 
cion or information that ardent spirits are carried into the In- 
^^ *^!** 'K""" diaa countries by said traders in violation of the said iwenty- 
th« go-ids are first section of the act to which this is an amendment; and if 
foricitcd. j^ny ardent spirits shall be so found, all the goods of the said 
traders shall be forfeited, one lialf to the use. of the informer, 
the other half to the use of the government, his license can- 
celled and bond put in suit. 

Sec. 3. •duvi be ii further enacted. That all' purchases for 
All purchases and on accouui kA Indians, for annuities, presents, and other- 
^^"j^^'^*^'* wise, shall be made by the Indian agents and governors of 
agents and go- territories acting as superintendents, within their respective 
▼eniora of tcr- districts; and all persons wnatsoever, charged or trusted with 

Fitoncs act— • ' o 

ing, iaii the disbursement or application of money, goods, or effects, 
of any kind, for the benefit of Indians, shall settle their ac- 
«f "^ T*'* ^^"'^^^ annually, at the War Department, on the first day of 
disbursement September; and copies of the same shall be laid before Con- 
or money. gress at the commencement of the ensuing session, by the 
proper accounting officer, togetlier with the list of the names 
of all persons to whom money, goods, or efiects, had been 
delivered within the said year, for the benefit of the Indians, ^ 
specifying the amount and object for which it was intended. 
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mnd -shewing who are delinquent, if. any, in forwarding their Aocountstobe 
accounts according to the provisions of this act. c!iu^w7*w. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enactedy That in all trials 
aboul the right of properly, in which Indians shall be party on ^" t'^'*!**^ «*"»>' 
one side and white persons on the other, the burthen of proof prope5ty,*^feo. 
shaJi rest upon the white person, in every case in which the 
Indian shall make out a presumption of title in himself from 
the fact of previous possession and ownership. 

Sbc. 5. •dnd be.it Jurtner enact edy That it shall and may The President 
be lawful for the President of the United Slates, from time to ™|*JJti^^'^ 
time, to require additional security, and in larger amounts, curity. 
from all persons charged or trusted, under the laws of the 
United States, with the disbursement or application of money, 
goods, or eiVects, of any kind, lor the benefit of the Indians. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted. That the JPresident of ^"JJ^^^^sj*'" 
the United Stales, by auii with the advice and consent of the Louis, at 1500 
Senate, may appoint a superintendent of Indian affairs; to re- ^oiis. per ann. 
side at St Louis, whose powers ahall. extend to all {ndians fre- 
quenting that place, whose salary shall be fiUeen hundred dol- J^^^^^J"^ ^ 
lars per annum; and one agent for the tribes within the limits riiaatisoo 
of East and West Florida, with a salary of fifteen hundrfid <lo*l«"- 
dollars. 

Approhedj May 6, 18J2. 



An act concerning the disoursement of public money. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and Hjuse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assemb/edf 
That from and after the passing of this act, no advance of pub- ^ be^i^ST. 
lie money shall be made in any case whatever; but in ail cases 
of contracts for the performance of any service, or the delive- 
ry of articles of any description, for the use of the United 
Slates, payment shall not exceed the value of the services ren- 
dered, or of the articles delivered previously to such pay- 
ment: Provided, That it shall be lawful, under the special di- I'roviao. 
rection of the President of the United States, to make such 
advances to the disbursing officers of the government, as may 
be necessary to the faithful and prompt discharge of their res- 
pective duties, and to the fulfilment of the public engage^ 
xnents: And provided^ atso. That the President of the United Proviso. 
States may direct such advances, as he may deem necessary 
and proper, to such persons in the military and naval service 
as may be employed on distant stations, where the discharge 
of the pay and emoluments to which they may be entitled, 
cannot be regularly effected. 

8* 
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8bc. 3. Jlndb^ it further enacted^ That etery officer or 
afi^ent of the (Jn|ted States, who shall receive public money 
which he is not authorized to retain, as salary, pay, or emolu- 
ment, shdll render his accounts quarter-yearly to the proper 
accounting officer of the treasury, with the vouchers necessary 
to the correct and, prompt settlement thereof, within three 
months, at least, after the expiration of each successive quar- 
ter, if resident within the United States; and within six 
months if resident in a foreign country: Provided, Thai no- 
thing herein contained shall b« construed to restrain the secre- 
taries of any of the departments from requiring such returns 
from any officer or agent, subject to the control of such secre- 
taries, as the public interest may require. 

Sec 3. ^^nd be it further enacted^ That every officer or 
agent of the United States, who shall offend against the pro- 
visions of the preceding sections, shall, by the officer charged 
with the direction of the department to which such offending 
officer is responsible, be promptly reported to the President 
of the United States, and dismissed from the public service: 
Providedj That in all cases, where any officer, in default as 
aforoKiid, fihall account to tho aatisfuctiou of the President for 
such default, he may be continued in office, any thing in the 
foregoing provision to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec 4. Jlna be it further enacted^ That no security given 
to, or obligation entered into with, the government, lihaJl be 
in any wise impaired, by the dismissing any officer, or from 
failure of the President to dismiss any officer coming under 
the provisions of this act 

J^ppravedy January 31, 1823. 
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An act providing for the app<nntment of an agent for the Osage Indians, 
west of the state of BfiaBouri, and temtoiy of Arkansas, and for other 
purposes. 

^ Be' it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-^ 
tives of the United States of Jimerica in Congress assem- 
bled. That the President of the United Sutes be, and he is 
hereby authorized to appoint an agent for the Osage Indians, 
west of the state of Missouri and territory of Arkansas; who 
shall receive for his compensation the sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars, in full, and that all rations or other allowances made 
to him, shall be deducted from the sum hereby allowed. 
Sec. 2. \^nd be it further enacted, Thut it shall be the 
to lfcep*Sci? ^^^y ^^ ^^^^ Indian agent, to reside and keep his agency with- 
sgeneietinor 10; or near the territory^ claimed by the tribe or tribes of lit- 
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Hans for which he may be agent, at such place &8 the Presi- near the tribt« 
dent of the United States may designate. ^** 



An act to enable the President to hold treaties with certain Inctian tribes vjA 

for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. •Appropriates 8lO,00<» for making treaties ^Objeetfor 
trade and friendship with the Indian tribes beymd the Mis- Z^^^^' 

Sissippi. was made, be. 

Sec. $. Authorizes the appointment of commissioners to 
hold said treaties. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That the President T^J«^,^ 
shall be, and hereby is, authorized to appoint ^two sub-agents ^^ed. 
to be employed among the Indian tribes, on the waters of the 
Upper Missouri, whose annual salary shall be eight hundred 
dollars each, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Stc. 4. And be it further enacted. That il shall *^ theln<^«^tf 
duty of Indian agents to designate, from time to time, certain ^ac^Sr'ear- 
Gonvenient and suitable places for carrying on trade with the rying on trade, 
different Indian tribes, and to require all traders to trade at the 
places thus designated., and at no other place or places. 

Sec. 5. Atid be it further enacted. That the superin- ^"P®^"*®^T 
tendent of India^n affairs at St. Louis, and his successors in of- *^^n at St. 
fice, shall possess all the powers, and be subject to all the du- Luais. i 
ties of governor^ of territories, when exercising the office of 
superintendents: of Indian afiairs, and shall exercise a general 
supervision of the official conduct and accounts of Indiaa * 
agents, within his superintendency. 

Sec. 6. Appropriates 810,000 for a military escort, to 
attend the commissioners to be appointed under the 2d se^ 
tion of this act. 

Approved^ May 25, 1824. 



An act providing for the disposition of three several tracts of lands in Tus- 
carawas county, in ^e state of Ohio, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bledn That the three several tracts of land, lying in the coun- "yV^.^P^ 
ty of Tuscarawasf in the state of Ohio, lately rctroceded to ^^^^^ JfxJJ. 
the United States by the society of United Brethren, for pro- carawas, QMp, 
pagating the gospel among the heathen, shall be surveyed ^^^•^■''^ 
and laid off into such lots^ haying regard to the existing suT'- 
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veys and improvements thereon, as will best conduce to the 
Proviso. ggig thereof: Pnrvidedn That the lots and tracts which the 

United States are bound to convey to the said society, rthali be 
laid off according to the contract for retrocession: ^nd pro- 
Provi». vided, aisoy That a suitable number of in-lots and out-Jots, in 

the town of Gnadenhutten, shall be laid off for said town, em- 
bracing the improved part thereof, and the fields adjoiniiii^y 
now occupied by the inhabitants, which shall be plaited and 
numbered, and a copy recorded in said county, according to 
the laws of Ohio. 

Sec, 2. And he it further enacted^ That the secretary of 
An agent to the treasury shall be, and is hereby, authorized to appoint an 
to i^uJe'n^ai ^g^^^^j ^^o shall reside near the said land, whose duty it shall 
said laud— du« be to superintend and direct the survey of said land and lots; 
*^' to receive and pay over to the treasury the rents due, and to 

become due, on said lands; to take possession of such parts of 
said lands as may be forfeited by the tenants, by reason of 
non-performance of the covenants in their leases, to ascertain 
the actual cash value of each of the lots and town lots, with 
the improvements thereon, and, also, the value of each, sub- 
ject to the conditions of the lease outstanding on it, by the aid 
of two disinterested appraisers, to be selected by the secretary 
of the treasury, to ascertain the award to be made to I^aac 
Simners, Jesse Walton, Barzillia Walton, Jesse Hill, and 
Boaz Walton, according to their leases; to receive a surrender 
of such of the leases outstanding on such lands, as the hold- 
ers thereof may be disposed to make, who have, or shall first 
comply with the conditions of their leases, up to the time of 
the surrender; to superintend the sale of said lands and lots, 
and to transfer to the purchasers who shall buy any of said 
^ land or lots, subject to the leases thereon, the lease of the lot 
or land so bought;- and to dp whatever else may be necessary 
to effect a speedy and advantageous disposition of said lands 
and lots. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That a right of pre- 

A right of emption shall be allowed to John Andreas, John Neigamen, 

toTe^SlowSi Jacob Winsh, and Catharine Tshudy, at the real cash value of 

John Andi-eas, the lots occupied by them, according to the stipulations of the 

and others. ^^^ agreement for retrocession, and to any of the lessees, for 

any lot embracing their lease; and also, to the said society of 

United Brethren, for any of the remaining lots, or town lots, 

to an amount not exceeding the amount stipulated to be paid 

Vpxfv». to them by the United States: Provided^ That any of the 

persons entitled to pre-emption, who shall be desirous to avail 

themselves of such rights shall give notice to the said agent of 
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such their intention, before the cash value of the lots is as- 
certained; and, in the case of the lessees, shall, at or before 
the time of giving such notice, pay all arrears of rent, and 
surrender their leases; and shall, immediately after the said 
cash value is ascertained, be entitled to a patent for the lot or 
land to which they are entitled, as aforesaid, on paying the 
amount of such cash value; or, in the case of the society, on 
their extTuting, and delivering to said agent a discharge to 
the United States, for so much as said lot or land, whereto a 
pre-emption is claimed, shall amount to, on account of any 
sum to become due them by reason of the stipulations in said 
retrocession; and no right to such pre-emption shall be con- 
sidered as extending beyond the time of commencing the sale 
of said lands, as -hereinafter directed. 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted^ That the secretary of The usual 
the treasury may cause to be designated and allowed for pub- 8T«»y"<i foj 
lie use, the usual ground for streets and alleys in said town, leys in said 
for public ground, and for schools; and may, moreover, cause ^v"*". ^?^ 
to be designated and set apart, one lot in each of said tracts, j^ublicise! 
not exceeding one thirty-sixth part of each, the title whereof 
shall be vested in the legislature of the state of Ohio, and 
held in trust for the use of schools, in the same manner as 
other lands granted by the United States for the use of schools, 
are held in that state. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted^ That immediately Agent shall 
after the said surveys shall be completed, the cash value ascer- K«*'«»Hjtice 
tained, and the school lands designated, the said agent shall [j.hT'i^^al 
give notice, by advertisement in one newspaper in Washing- papers; 
ton city, and one in Steubenville, one in Zaneville, and one 
in New Philadelphia, Ohio, of the time, not less than sixty 
days from the first publication, when he will offer the said 
lands and lots for sale, at public vendue, at the court-house in 
New Philadelphia, aforesaid; and shall, at such time and place, 
proceed to offer for sale, to the highest bidder, any of said 
lands or tots, remaining undisposed of, in the manner herein- 
before provided for; and none of said lots, or land, shall bo 
put up at a less sum than the. actual cash value ascertained as 
aforesaid; and in case any of said lessees shall have failed, op 
refused to surrender their leases, the sale shall be made sub- 
ject to those leases; and each purchaser who may purchase at 
such sale, shall immediately pay to the said agent the amount 
of his purchase, and take his receipt for the amount specify- 
ing the lot or land purchased; upon which the purchaser shall 
be entitled to a patent as other purchasers of public lands 
are: but in case any purchaser shall fail te make his payment 
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as aforesaid, at or before the close of the tale, he shall be 
considered as having forfeited his purchase, and the laod 
struck off to him shall be again offered for sale, in the same 
manner as if it had never beeni struck off; and the said agent, 
immediately after the close of such sale, shall pay over the 
money received at such .sale, and for rent, to the United 
Stales, and report ail his proceedings to the general land of- 
fice; and the President shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
whenever the boundaries of the several lots stipulated to be 
conveyed to the said society shall be ascertained, to issue pa- 
tents therefor to said society. 

Sec. 6. And he U further enacted^ That the agent lierein 
Said agent to provided for, shall take an oath of office, and give bond and 
ta\i\^veleea' security, in such sum arid form as the secretary of the treasu- 
rltj. ry may direct, and be allowe<) and paid for his services a said- 

\*romo ^y ^^ ^^® ^^^^ °^ *^* hundred dollars per annum: Providedf 

That said office shall not continue longer than is necessary to 
perform the duties herein required, and not longer than one 
year; and said salary, together with the incidental expenses at* 
tending the said survey and sale, shall be charged to the fund 
to be raised by the sale of said lots and land. The said^ ap- 
praisers shall be allowed the sum of two dollars for each day 
actually employed in the appraisement aforesiaid, and neither 
the said agent or appraisers shall be at liberty to purchase any 
of the said lands or lots. 

S£c 7. And be it further enacted. That, if any such 
Any land or igQ^ qt lots remain unsold at public auction, as aforesaid, the 
unsold at^pub^ same shall be subject to entry and sale at the land office in 
licauciiou, Zanesville, in Ohio, at the actual cash price, ascertained as 
ject to entiT aforesaid, in the same manner that other lands of the United 
and sale, at States are authorized to be entered; and it shad be the duty of 
te z'anwTUie*^ the accounting officers of the treasury department to keep a 
separate account of the proceeds of the lots and lands afore- 
said, and of all moneys received and disbursed on account 
thereof; and, after the expenses of survey and sale of said 
lots and land shall be re*imbursed, it shall be the duty of the 
secretary of the treasury to pay to the said .society the sums 
stipulated to be paid them, and for which they shall not have 
taken lands and lots a^ hereinbefore provided for; to pay to 
the said Simners, Hill, and Waltons, the sums awarded to 
them; and then to credit the residue of the pioceeds of said 
lots and lands, as they shall be received, to the fund for rals- 
Ch"*^*!*^- ^"8 ^^^ annuity for the Christian Indians, so called, in the 
dians. manner stipulated in the agreement entered into with them on 
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the eighth of !^lovember, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty three. 

Sac. 8. ^nd be it further enacted^ That, whenever the Course to be 
said Christian Indians shall notify the President of the United f^^'^^^^^d^ent 
States that they wish to roinove from their present residence, in case the 
on the river Thames, into the territory of the United States, chiisiian in- 
it shall be lawful for the President to designate a reservation remoTeVrom 
of not less than twenty-four thousand acres of land, to be held tiieir resideDce 
by the said Indians in the usual manner of Indian reservations, xbLmesr^*^ 
so long as they shall live thereon; and from the time said In- 
dians shall remoye on to said reservation, the said annuity 
shall cease. 

ndpprovedj May 26, 1884. 



An act reserring to the Wyandot triue of Indians a certun tract of land, in 
lieu of a reservation made to them by treaty. 

Be it enacted by the Senmte and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Jimerica in Congress assembled^ 
That there be, and hereby is reserved, for the use of the i-he north 
chiefs and tribe of Wyandot Indians, subject to the cunditions 2onTun!b€red 
and limitations df the former reservation, the northeast quar- 2, in township 
ter of section numbered two, in township two, and range se- *^' "?** *?°se 
yenieen, bouth of the base line of land, in the Delaware land Delaware land 
district, in the state oi Ohio, in lieu of one hundred and six- <i'»3t»*'««t»^*»'®» 
ty acres of land, on the west side of, and adjoining, the San- [hruse ouhe 
dusky river; and which was reserved to said tribe of Indians, Wyandot la- 
by a supptementary treaty between the United States and cer-^**"*' 
tain tribes of Indians, held at St. Mary's, in the state of 
Ohio, on the seventeenth day of September, eighteen hundred 
and eighteen; on condition thattne chiefs of said Wyandot 
tribe first relinquish to the United States all the right, title,, 
and claim, of said tribt*, to the one hundred and sixty acres of 
land reserved by the said supplementary treaty. 

•^pprovedy May 26, 1824. 



An ^t to authorize the President of the United States to cause a road to be 
. marked out from the western frontier of Missouri, to the confine^s of New 
Mexico. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United State of America in Congress a^sem- 
bled^ That the President of the United States be, and he The presideat 
hereby is, avithorized to appoint commissioners to mark out a ^^ appoint 
road from the western frontier of the state of Missouri, to the commisaionen 
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to mark a boundary liae of the United States, in the direction of SanUl 
road, &c. Pg^ gf JSIew Mt'xico: Prt/videdj That the said commissioners 
shall first obtain the consent of the intervening tribes of In- 
dians, by treaty, to the marking of the said road, and to ihe , ^ 
unmolested use thereof to the citizens of the United Slates^ / 
and of the Mexican Republic. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
Ck)ntinuatbii ^^g United Slates be, and he hereby is, autiiorized to cau& 
"" ™* ' the markmg of the said road to be continued from the boun- 
dary line of the United States to the frontier of New Mexico, 
under such regulationsas may be agreed upon for that purpose 
between the executive of the United States, and the Mexican 
government. 

Sec. 3. j3nd be it further enacted, Tliat the sum of ten 
^10.000 ap- thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is, appropriated j to 
5ef?a\Mhe ^" defray the expenses of marking the said road; and the fur- 
Expenses of ther sum of twenty thousand dollars, to defray the expenses 
^,nJiI^^.' *°^ of treating with the Indians, for their consent to the establish- 
treat with the ment and use thereof; the said sums to be paid out of any 
Indiarw money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Jipproved, Alarch 3, 1^25, 



An act supplemental*}' to "an act providing for the disposition of three seve- 
ral tmcts of land iii Tuscarawas county, in the state of Ohio, an<i for oth- 
er purposes,** passed tlie twenty -sixth day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty -four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotise of Representatives 
Qf the United StUtes of Jimerica in Compress assemdled. 
Measures to That the secretiry of the treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
fectthe^^t^^'- ^^^"2®^ *® adopt 3uch measures as, in his judgment, the in- 
ferreti to. tercst of the United States, and the parties concerned, may 
require, for the purpose of carrying into full and complete 
effect the provisions of the act to whirh this is a supplement^ 
and the intentions of Congress^ as expressed in said act. 
Approved, May 20, 18«6. 



An act to enable the President to hold treaties with certsun Indian tribes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assent- 
gi 5,000 ap- bled. That the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, to be paid out of 
hoU^&c ^° ^^y money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, shall 
be, and the same hereby is, appropriated, to defray the ex 
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pense of holding treaties with the Miami and PottaWattami 
tribed of Indians, and any other tribes claiming lands, in the 
state of Indiana. 

Approved, May 20, 1826. , 



An act to enable the President of the United States to hold a treaty with the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nations of Indians. 

Be if enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled^ That the sum of twenty thousand dollars be, and the f^ 
same is hereby, appropriated to defray the expenses of treat- ^ 
ing with the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations of Indians for & 
the purpose of extinguishing their titles to lands within the 
limits of the state of Mississippi. The said sum to be paid 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That, for the purpose p 
of negotiating said treaty on the part of the United States, v\ 
the President shall be, and he hereby, is authorized to ap- " 
point commissioners after the adjournment of the present ses- 
sion of Coijigress, or at an earlier period, if practicable, and to 
fix their compensation, so as not t9 exceed what has been 
heretofore allowed for like services. 

Approved, May 20, 1826. 



An act making appropriations to defray the expense of negotiating and car- 
rying into effect certain Indian treaties. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled^ 
That the following sums be, and the same are hereby appro- ti 
priated out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- ''' 
priated, for the objects hereinafter mentioned, that is to say: 

To carry into effect sundry stipulation of treaties with the 
Cherokees, Creeks, Socks, and Foxes, . loways, Quapaws, and 
Choctaws, namely: 

For payment of the annuity provided for by the second ^ 
article of the Cherokee treaty, of twenty-fourth October, 
eighteen hundred'and four, annually, forever, one thousand 
dollars. 

For payment of the fifth and last instalment, due in the ^' 
present year, on the claims of the citizens of Georgia, against ..' 
the Creek nation, under the fourth article of the treaty with CJ 
said nation, of the eiprhth January, eighteen hundred and. 
twenty -one, Iwenty-threo thousand dollars. 

9* 
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For the annuity of the Suck and Fox Indians, provided fov 
Annuity of by the third article of the treat} with iheni ot fourth August, 
*^'"" - eighteen hundred and twenty-four, annually for nine years, 
one thousand dollars. 

For the annuity of the loways, provided for by the second 
Annuity of article of the treaty with them, of Iburth Auj>ust, eighteen 
o^}»' hundred and twenty -four, annually, for nine ^ears, five hun- 
dred dollars 

For the expense, annually, of supporting blacksmiths, fur- 

Biaoksmithi, nishing farming utensils and cattle, and employing persons to 

FoiesMiI lo- aid t^c Socks and Foxes and loways, in agiicuiiure, as provi- 

wtyi, ded for bv the fourth and filth article* of the aforesaid trea- 

ties with them, three thousand dollars. 

For the annuity of the Quapaws, provided for by the se- 
Annuitiyto con^ article of the treaty wiih them, of fifteenth November, 
uap»w8» eighteen hundred and twenty-fourj annually, for ten years, 
one thousand dollars. 

For the annuities provided for by the second and third arti- 
Aunwtiesto cles of the treaty of twentieth January, eighteen hundred and 
twenty -five, with the C hoctaw nation, (six thousand dollars 
annually, for fifteen years, and six thousand dollars, annua/iy, 
forever,) and by the teiith article of said treaty, of one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, for Robert Cole, a Choctaw Chief, du- 
ring life, twelve thoiisand one hundred and fifty dollars. 
For the payment of the annuity due to the Chickasaw na- 
Annuitytothetion, for the year eighteen hundred and twenty-one, under 
muSeMhiTse- ^^ several treaties with them, which has remained unpaid in 
▼end trietiet. consequence of the delinquency of the late agent, Robert C. 
Nicholas, and against whom suit has been instituted for the 
'recovery of the amount, thirty- five thousand one hundred 
dollars. 

To carry into effect the treaties with the Osages, of the 
Onge and second, and with the Kanzas, of the third June, eighteen 
^zaitrea. hundred and twenty-five, namely: — 

For surveying the lands reserved to said Indians by said 
treaties, ten thousand dollars. 

For the payment of the annuities to the Osage and Kanzas 

^uidei to Indians, as provided for by the third article of said treaties, of 

KanuM.*" seven hundred dolLrs in lieu of all former annuities, to the 

former, and three thousand five hundred dollars to the latter, 

annually, for twenty years, ten thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the purchiase of cattl»., ho. s, and other domestic, ani- 

gitUe, li<]|;t, mals, and articles, as stipulated for by the fourth articles of 

Inditol'^^ 0aid treaties, including the expense of transportation and de^ 
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livery of the same, fourteen thousand seven hundred aiid fifty 

doI-;irs. 

For the expense of building; four houses for Osage chiefs, Hoa 
as stipulated for by the said fourth article of the treaty with •**'®' 
them, and one for the principal Kanzas chiefs (as estimated for 
by General Clark,) ten tnousand dollars. 

For cirryin^ into effect the provisions of the aforesaid tre<-Biac 
ties, relative to agents, blacksmiths, agriculturist^^, and other J|."j. ^ 
persons to be employed for the benefit of said Indians, inclu-and 
ding the expense of erecting the necessafy buildings for the 
accommodation of such ))ersons, for tools, and all other expen- 
ses connected with said provisions, fourteen thousand one 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For payment of the debts due by the Kanzas Indians to Deb 
Francis G. Chouteau and by the Osages to Augustus P. Chouf-"'*** 
teau, Paul Baillio, and William S. Williams, as provided for 
by the eighth and thirteenth articles of said treaties, two 
thousand dollars. 

For payment of claims of citizens for depredations com- Cit* 
mitted by the Kanzas and Osage Indians, as provided for by J^J[ 
the seventh and ninth articles of the aforesaid treaties, eight 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses incurred under the ninth article of the treaty Ex| 
with the Kanzas, and eighth and twelfth articles of the treaty ^^ 
with the Osages, and all other expenses attending the negotia- 
tion of said treaties, eighteen thousand three hundred. and 
six dollars and seventy cents. 

To carry into effect the treaty with the Shawanees, of ge- ^^ 
venth November, eighteen hundred and twenty-five, namdy: *"" 

For surveying the lands granted to the Shawanees, by tbtf Sur 
second article of said treaty, one thousand two hundred and |^"| 
fifty dollars. 

For the payment of the sum stipulated for, and, by same I^i 
article of said treaty, for the improvements abandoned by the^^^^^ 
Indians, on the lands ceded by them, and the inconveniences 
of removal, fourteen thousand dollars. 

For payment of the claims of the Shawanees against citi- ^•*'' 
zens of the United States, as provided for in the fourth arti- 
cle of said treaty, eleven thousand dollars. 

For carrying into effect the provision of the said fourth ar- Bla« 
tide, relative to a blacksmith, including the expense of tools, *"*" 
iron, and the erection of the necessary buildings for the black- 
smith's quarters and shop, two thousand five hundred and fifty 
dollars. 



'-■■^ 



Salt for Mia- 
miet. 



68 APPENDIX. 

For expenses incurred in the negotiation of said treaty, 
one thousuid six hundred dollars. 

To carry into effect a stipulation contained in the treaty con- 
StipulttkNi of eluded A Prairie du Chien, nineteenth August last, with eer- 
SdiChleT' ^"^" tribes of Indians, for holdinj^ two general councils with 
* the Indians, on Lake Superior and Green Bay, (as per ac- 
companying copy of a detailed estimate for these, and the 
other objects which follow, furnished by Governor Cass,) 
twenty-seven thousand dollars. 

For carrying into effect the stipulation of the fifth article of 
Giin-imiUi for the treaty with the Miamies, of sixth October, eighteen hun- 
lamiea. ^^^^ ^^^ eighteen, providing for a gun-smith, the annual sum 
of six hundred dollars. 

To carry into effect the provision of the same article of 
said treaty, for the delivery of one hundred and sixty bushels 
of salt, annually, to the Miamies, the annual sum of thi'ee 
hundred and twenty dollars. 

To carry into effect liie provisions of the third article of the 

Salt for Dela. treaty with the Delawares, Shawanees, Pottawatimies, Mia- 

ume^' ^7 mies, Kickapoos, Eel Rivers, Weas, Piankeshaws, and Kas- 

kaskias, of seventh «lune, eighteen hundred and three, for the 

delivery of one hundred atid fifty bushels of salt, annually, to 

said Indians, the annual sum of three hundred dollars. 

For arrearages of salt due to the Indians, under the provi- 
salTdu^^V* sions of the treaty aforesaid, six hundred and forty dollars. 
Indians. For the payment of the annuity secured to the christian 

AnnuitTto Indians, so called, in consideration of the relinquishment of 
ahriBtUn In- their title to three sections of land, in Tuscarawas county, 
dians. Ohio, by the agreements entered into with Governor Cass, for 

that purpose, filed in the General Land Office, and by the act 
of Congress of twenty -sixth of May, eighteen hundreil and 
twenty -four, (seventh section,) the annual sum of four hun- 
dred dollars. 

•approved. May 20, IS26. 



An act to aid certain Indians of the Creek nation, in their removal to the 

west of the Mississippi. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeyita- 
fives of the United States of •firnerica in Congress assent- 
-Warriora ef ble.d^ That the United States will give to each warrior of the 
J^^j^'JJI'.^^j^f,' nation of Creek Indians, who shall, at any time within two 
remove ^c%\ years, remove to the west of the Mississippi, according to 
^d^r^efh an ^''t*^^® ^''^s ^^ *^^ treaty made and concluded at Washington 
treaty of S4Ui city^ ou the 24th day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
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and twenty-six, between the Unifed Statfes and the Creek In- J»n- 
dians, one rifle gun and ammunition^ a butcher knife, one ^^^ 
blanket, one brass kettle, and one beaver trap; and shall fur- 
ther aid them with provisions on the way, and with transpor- 
tation across the Mississippi river, and other streams; and fur- 
nish them with provisions for their support for one year after 
their arrival in the country which may be set apart for them, 
to the westward of the territory of Arkansas or state of Mis- 
souri; and the United States will pay to all such emigrants, 
the actual value of all the improvements left by them, and Vain 
which are of a nature to add to the real value of the land, p*?^' 
which is to be ascertained by a commissioner appointed byji,jj,„ 
the President of the United States for that purpose, and paidascer 
for as soon as practicable after the passage of this act, not 
exceeding twenty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. •/ind be it further enacted, That the agent to be ^^^ 
appointed to accompany and reside with the aforesaid emi- JcH 
grating Creeks, according to article eight of the treaty last the t 
abovementioned, shall receive an annual salary of fifteen hun- 
dred doltars. 

Siic. 3. •^nd be it further enacted. That there shall bej^""! 
delivered to the said agent, in each and every year, a fair and fan- 1 
full proportion of all the annuities heretofore stipulated to be^'««>- 
paid to the Creek Indians, according to the number of emi- 
grants who may remove; and to enable the government to di- 
vide the annuities fairly, the agents shall make annual returns 
of the whole number of such emigrants; and the amount to 
be paid, under the ninth article of the treaty aforesaid, may be 
extended to any number of emigrants over and above three 
thousand persons. 

Sec. 4. ^nd be it further enacted. That for the purpose Ap^ei 
of making known the beneficial objects of the government, ^:"'' 
and for cairying into eflect the objects of this act, the agent into i 
to be appointed to reside with the emigrating Creeks, shall ""^'^ 
have full liberty, for the space q| two years, to go among the"'^*^*'^ 
Indians of the Creek nation, and explain to them the policy 
of the government, and to give to such individuals, families, 
and parties, as may determine, from time to time, all the aids 
which are contemplated by this act; and shall designate a pro- ^^^^^ 
per place at which the emigrants may cross the Mississippi ri- ^{^^ 
ver; and* shall establish depots of provisions at one or more pla- ^^ ^' 
ces, under the care of suitable persons, to support them on 
their march. 

Sec. 5. n^nd be it further enacted. That the sum of sixty •^o.' 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any monc)' in the treasury ^'^^ 
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the objects of not Otherwise appropriated, shall be, and the same is hereby, 
this act. appropriated, to defray the expense of carrying this act into 
effect. 

Approved^ May 80, 1826. 



An act makinp^ appropriations to carry into effect the treaty concluded . be- 
tween the United Stales ;ind the Creek nation, ratified the twenty-second 
of April, ei^iilecn hundi'cd and twenty-six. x 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congrsss assem- 
bledj That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated, out of any money not otherwise appropriated, 
to carry into effect the treaty concluded between the United 
Slates and the Creek nation, on the twenty-fourth of January, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-six, and ratified on the twenty- 
second of April, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, that is to 
say: For the payment of the sum to the chiefs and warriors of 
the Creek narion, stipulated in the third article of the said 
gi7Q00(inf treaty, in addition to an unexpended balance of on(| hundred 
former appro- and seventy thousand dollars, appropriated by the. act of ihG 
SinStortiis*^*''^ ®^ March, eighteen hundred and twenty -five, and which 
objtct, and is hereby directed to be used for the purpose of this act, for- 
^47.ciKi ap- ty-seven thousand six hundred dollars, both of which sums 
^"^" ' shall be paid to the chiefs of the Creek nation, to be divided 
among the chiefs and warriors of said nation, and that the 
same be done under the direction of the secretary of war, i,n a 
full council of the nation convened upon notice for that pur- 
pose. 

For the paymjent of the permanent annuity to the Creek 
^20,000 for nation, provided for by the fourth article of the said treaty, 
annuity. ^j^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^gj^^y thousand dollars. 

For the payment of the sum to the friends and followers of 
K'i^u? General Mcintosh, stipulated for in the ninth article of tlie 
^c of G(i!. said treaty, one hundred thoiisand dollars. 
Mcintosh. YoT the payment of the sum to the Creek nation, stipulated 

5«o,oooiethefor by the supplemental article to the said treaty, thirty thou- 
^'«^^"''^'^- sand dollars.^ 

For carrying into effect the stipulations of the sixth, se- 

Oie^'.ith^ui^^^ venth, eighth, teqth, eleventh, and sixteenth articles, and to 

execution of defray all other expenses attending the faithful execution of 

all other pro- the provisions of said treaty, one hundred and twenty ^ou- 

sand dollars. 

Approved^ May 22, 1826. 
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An act for the relief of Florida Indians. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of JRepresenta- 
fives of the United States of America^ in Congress assem- 
bled, That the sum of twenty thousand dollars be, and the Jf^o.ooo ap- 
same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the treasu- 5^P"*^i?^f/'^ 
ry, not otherwise appropriated, to be expended under the di- 
rections oi the President, in affording sustenance to the suf- 
fering Florida Indians. 

•^pprovedy May 22, 1826. 



An act to provide for an exchange of lands with the Indians residing in any 
of the states or territories, and for their removal west of the- river Missis- 
sippi. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
Hves of the United Stales of America in Congress assent- 
bledj That it shall and may he lawful for the President of the Diatricts to b« 
United States, to cause so much' of any territory belonging to***^"^* 
the United States, west of the river Mississippi, not included 
in any state or organized territory, and to which the Indian 
title has been extinguished, as he may judge necessary, to be 
divided into a suitable number of districts, for the reception 
of such tribes or nations of Indians as may choose to exchange 
, the lands where they now reside, and remove there; and to 
cause each of said districts to be so described by natural or 
artifical mark8,~as to be easily distinguished from evety other. President to 
i Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, that it shall and may exchange, &c. 
be lawful for the President to exchange any or all of such 
districts, so to be laid off and described, with any tribe or na- 
tion of Indians now residing within the limits of any of the 
statOb or territories, and with which the United States have 
existing treaties, for the whole or any part or portioh of the 
territory claimed and occupied by such tribe or nation, within 
the bounds of any one or mofe of the states or territories, 
where the land claimed an<] occupied by the Indians, is owned 
by the United States, or the United States are ^und to the 
state within which it lies to extinguish the Indian claim 
thereto. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ Tha( in the making 
of any such exchange or exchanges, it shall and may be law- 
ful for the President solemnly to assure the tribe or nation 
with which the exchange is made, that the United States will 
forever secure and guaranty to them, and their heirs or suc- 
cessors, the country so exchanged with them; and if they ' 
prefer it^ that the United States will cause a patent or grant 
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to be made and executed to them for the same; Providedj 
always, Thi^t such lands shall revert to the United States> if 
the Indians become extinct, or abandon the same. 

Improvemenu Sec. 4. Jind be it further enacted^ That if, upon any of 

«S*imd^naid"' *^^ lands DOW occupied by the Indians, and to be exchanged 
for, there should be such improvements as add value to the 
land claimed by any individual or individuals of sOch tribes 
or nations, it shall and may be lawful for the President to 
cause such value to be ascertained by appraisement or other- 
wise, and to cause such ascertained value to be paid to the per- 
son or persons rightfully claiming such improvements. And 
upon the payment of such valuation, the improvements so va- 
lued and paid for, shall pass to the United States, and posses- 
sion shall not afterwards be permitted to any of the same 
tribe. 

Aid in mo?- Sec. 5. And he it further enact ed^ That upon the mak- 
' ing of any such exchange as is contemplated by this act, it 
shall and may be lawful for the President to cause such aid 
and assistance to be furnished to the emigrants as may be 
necessary and proper to enable them to remove to, and settle 
in, the country for which they may have exchanged; and also, 
to give them such aid and assistance as may be necessary tor 
their support and subsistence for the. first year after their 
removal. 

Proteetion. Sec. 6. And be it further enacted^ That it shall and may 

be lawful for the President to cause such tribe or nation to be 
protected, at their new residence, against all interruption or 
disturbance from any other tribe or nation of Indians, or from 
any other person or persons whatever. 

Sec. 7. Jindbt it fur t her enacted^ That it shall and may' 
be lawful for the President to have the same superintendence 
and care over any tribe or nation in the country to which 
they may remove, as contemplated by this act, that he is now 
authorized to have over them at their pre.««ent places of resi- 
dence: Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed as autljorizing or directing the violation of any ex- 
isting treaty between the United States and any of the Indian 
tribes. 

■ 

soo.OOO dolls.' Sec. ^*' And be it further enacted. That for the purpose 

of giving effect to the provisions of this act, the sum of five 

hundred thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid 

eut of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, May 28, 16^0. . 
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